It  is  good  for  us  to  draw  near  to  tfod:  We  have  put 
our  trust  in  the  Lord.  God.   He  is  the  strength  oj7 
our  hearts  and  our  portion  forever. 

ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
8u  tle  r ,    p  e wns  v  lv  an [ a 
Second   Sunday  After  Christmas  January   ^,     '976 

Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Jodie  Marte,    Dan  Bosko   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP      I  I :00  A.M. 
Prelude        "Music   for  a   Church  Service"      Salvador 
Please  remain  Silent  during  Organ  Chimes 

•Processional  Hymn  Ho.    123      "As  with   gladness  men  of  old" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation! 

•Confession    (In  Unison)    "Ever-Living  Can,    ev  whose 
mercy  w£   have   come   to  the    gateway   of  another   vea«;   grant 
that  we  may   enter   it  with   humble  and   grjufteful  hearts  j 
and   confirm  our  resolution,    w£   beseech   thee,    to  walk 
more  closely    in  thy  way,   and  labour  more  faithfully 
in   thy   service,    according   to  the  teaching  and  example 
of   thv  Son   our  Lord.      Let   not   the  errors    and  offenses 
of  the  past  cling  to  us,    but  pardon  us  and  set  us  free, 
that  with  purer  purpose   and  a  better  hope  we  may  renew 
our   vows    in  thy   presence,    and   set  forth   under  the  guidance 
of  thy  Spirit,    to  travel    in   the   path  which   bhineth  more   and 

MORE  UNTO  THE  PERFECT  PAY  OF  THY  HEAVENLY  KinCDOM.    AmeN. 

•Kyrje       (Choir,  Cqngregati on  and  Pastor) 

^Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:      l0   Lord  open   our   lips. 

•Peoples      And  our  mouth   shall  show  forth   thy   praise 
•OaxoLoev         No.    55 '  How   mapv   Bibles? 

Scripture;  Judges    10:   6—  i g      1r         "       .Jead   thru? 

Hymn  of   the  Month    122     "0  Morning   Star,    how  fair   and  bright" 
•Affirmation  of  our   Faith 
•Gloria  Patri 


rni ng   Star,    how   fai 
(Apostles'   Creed) 


•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor: 

•People: 

•Pastors 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 

J)FF£flrNG 

Ofj      W 


The   Lqro   be  with  you. 
And  with  thy   spirit. 
Let   ug  Pray* 


"Retrospection" 


^ 


Mendelssohn 


Solo:     "I'll  Walker  W*th  Goo11  BrodSzv  -  Sunq  bv 

Cyndie  Sysert 
Sermon:         "GOD'S  CAFETERIA" 

*Hymn  of  Invitation  No.  2<^  "Just  as  I  am" 
•Benedict  ion  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postluoe:    "Postlude"  Bohm 

--  ____  *Congregat ion  Stand i  ng  -----  ^  - 

The  Lovelv  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mr,  a  Mrs,  Charles  Fleecer  to  the  "Glory  of  God". 
Servi ng  as  Ushfrs  too ay  are :   * All en  Bqtacch i ,  John 

Redman,  Dan  Bosko,  Robert  Kanuer  and  Charles  Penar. 
Deaconess  Joan  Masters  and  Son  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  -  £07. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  J  Mrs.  Bertha 

Hollefreund,  Sue  Hollefreund  and  Paula  Stephenson. 
*  Monday  -  ~J'.00   -  All  groups  have  either  President  or 

Representative  at  the  meeting  in  the  Undercroft  to 

bet  up  Schedule  for  the  new  Year  Book* 
Monday  -  7 :3^  ~  Mawv  Prugh  Circle  Meeting. 
All  organizations  should  have  reports  in  for  the 

yearbook  th i s  week. 
^Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Emma  Heginbqtham,  Mrs.  Evelyn 

Shakely,  Mr.  Wilmer  Pfabe.  -&*  TsfaoffJ*.*  -04tff* 
Wed.  -  7 '3°  _  Church  Council  meeting. 
The  Newsletter  will  be  published  on  Thursday  -  please 

HAVE  ALL  MATERIAL  IN  BY  WeDNESH AY . 

-A  new  Class  for  Young  AouLtg  between  the  ages  of  13 
to  30  is  bejng  formed.  twc  first  get  together  is 
planned  for  >unday  january  it.  at  9  l 1+5  a.m.  in  the 
Undercroft.   Coffee  and  doughnuts  will  be  served. 
An  error  VA9  made  in  the  letter  which  was  sent  out 

INCORRECT.         THE     CORRECT     DATE     IS 
YOU     ARE     IN    THIS     AGE     BRACKET    WE 

Hr>PF     TO     SEE     VQU     AT     THE     FIRST    MEETJNG.        The     TEACHER 

of  thtb   new  olabs  will  se  rgb   sysert. 
The  Butler   Fellowship  of  Churches  will  meet   ow  Thurs. 
Jan,    g,    at   7:00  P.f\    at  the   North   Street   Ohribtian 
Church.      A  program  r>N    "Death   With  Mean>ng    and 

J_G_N|TYtt      IB     TO     BE     PRESENTED,         The    MEET  I  NG,    W I  LL     END 

AND     REFRESHMENTS    W I LL     BE     SERVED. 


"God's  Cafeteria" 
Text:  Judges  10:14, 

GO  AND  CRY  UNTO  THE  GODS  WHICH  YE  HAVE  CHOSEN;  T,ET 
THT   DELIVER  YOU  IN  THE  TIME  OF  YOUR  TRIBULATL Ei . 

Scripture:  Judges  10:6-18 

Stor-  Marriage  lik  Cafet,pik  out  wat  want  pay  4  later 
Per-^-p  sum  peop  say  this  tru  Bcuz  their  marr  no  idea^ 
I  Bliev  shud  B  sed  life  lik  cafet,pik  out  pay  4-  lat 
Bliev  lif  hold  all  sort  choic  &  wat  choz  pay  4  later 
""  G  giv  lif  which  mak  choce,thus  lif  lik  "G's  Oaf el 
EXEGET'SR  SCRIP i  Foil  deth  Josh  wors  idol  heath  neigh 
;   G  rase  JTJl>G.ES=Deliverers,  12  Men,  1  woman, 

comm  peop  no  perfect,  bu  G  use  rescu  His  peop  sin 
'   Start  vs  6=comm  fare  bk  Jdge ,  want  help,  G  refuse 
TEXT:  READ 
This  sam  story  2o  cent, we  think,  others  not  us, 
thos  peop, thus  elusiv  &.  remov  from  us, not  us  collec-! 
or  me  individ,  hut  it  is  me  individ 
They  had  Ik  livs  mak  choic ,  &  this  dif f i 
Had  giv  up  Strang  g's  2  B  bless 
On  thresh  Nu  Yr  we  need  mak  choic, do  way  str  G&s 
Formula=Dble  I,  Dble  E  =  Infern, Intern, Extern, Stern 
wat  amt  2  go  thru  G's  Cafet  lif  &  mak  choic 
If  mak  wrong  choic  can  only,  DEAD  TEXT 
We  mak  choic  not  wiv,hms,moth,fath,sis,bros1etc 
We  respons  4-  choic 
1st  Choic=INFSRNAL  quest  Wat  Must  I  do  with  Js  Xp? 
Pilate  ask  &  he  echo  ever  since 
(ILLUST  Moody  &  his  mistake-)  need  C  urg  this  quest  & 

must  each  answer  wat  will  do  with  Js 
Must  consider  choic  IN TERN ALLY 

N~*  T.Q, degree, intellect ,accpt/rejec  with  hart  only 
ther^mst  JETPERNAETZE,  P  say, with  mouth  conf  mad  2  sa: 
Not  only  speak  but  show  outward  in  ch  cum  4-ward. 
this  no  out  show, but  outward  sign  we  no  asham  Js  XP 
EXTERN  not  only  service  ch,  but  daily  livs, 
:  ■  „;. v.-  wgman  ir^a  aa  pj  |p)  i  outh  r  -   well  as  lif 
Wiv/husb  turn  off  other  Xpian=mate  inferior  in  relig 
mates  hav  misconcep  wat  relig  all  about 
Choic  ETERNAL-  2  many  peop  liv  this  etern  lif,  insted 
this  lif  step  stone  2  etern, 
Sum  peop  equate  hell  as  end, but  it  etern  2 
Why  do  sum  peop  concern  selv  accum  prop, possess, Byond 
which  can  use?  Reason=no  cum  2  grip  wat  lif  all  bout 

lik  think  all  liv  ?0/80  but  not  so 
(_J7  \s  yg  man  hart  attack,  Neil  Armstrong-) 
Server  thots  right r   let  can  sttle  dtern  destiny  1 
moment 


Js  say,  He  Bliev  on  me  HATH  etern  lif", 
He  no  gay, will  hav,cud  hav,  But  HATH 
thus  etern  Bgin  wen  accpt  Him 

Isn't  worth  hav? 
Duzn't  mak  raor  sens  provid  4  etern  lif  raor  accum 
stock, bond, insur  policies  4  days  may  never  see? 
But  we  must  mak  decis  which  G  we  chooz 

^Illns  rn-Jniw-h  ft.  fa>^  H-P-iyfl-pl 

ix any  U  harbor  thots  Bcuz  U  do  cert  reg  work  this 
ch, 
or  contrib  cert  amt,  or  Bcuz  baptiz , confirm, commun 
U  R  Saved,  &  hav  salvation  II  R  WRONG 
It  none  these,  U  can  work  all  lif  ch,giv  salary, 
commun  ever  Gun,  &  no  hav  salv' 
It  only  persoanl  accept  Js  Xp  giv  salv 

Will  sing  Invit  Hymn,  I  invit  any  who  mad  commit  & 
want  re-dedic,te  lif  cum  4ward 
if  unsure  commit  &  wud  lik  mak  cum  4ward  alfear  rail 
If  never  mad  commit  &  wud  lik  mak,  cum  4ward 
If  bakslid  mad  commit  but  no  liv,  cum  4ward 
Do  not  look  how  good, how  bad, 
no  look  2  husb  or  wiv  this  personal  Btween  U  &  God 
-Don't  B  bakward, Bashful  or  timid 
No  think  Delay  friends  family, 
this  step  each  shud  &.  must  tak  4  etern  &  any  incoi 
2  do  so  will  B  raor  than  mad  up  4  at  end  this  lif 
If  during  sing  of  hymn  little  voice  speak  2  U 
that  G's  Holy  Spirit  urg  U  Jx  2  raak  decis  2day 
DO  NOT  PUT  IT  OFF  til  later  date, 
4  that  day  may  never  cum  again 
Now  is  the  hour,  2day  is  day  of  salvation 
Gome  &  accept  Xp  as  Ur  Saviour  2day.  ~  UL 


"Sod's  Cafeteria" 

Text:  Judges  10:14,  Go  and  cry  unto  the  gods  which  ye  have  chosen;  let  them 

deliver  you  in  the  time  of  your  tribulation. 

Scripture:  Judges  10:6-18 

Someone  once  said,  "Carriage  is  like  a  cafeteria,  you  pick  out  what  you  want 

and  pay  for  it  later."  Some  people  may  make  this  statement  truthfully  because 

for  them  marriage  is  not  the  ideal  they  pictured  it  to  be.   But  I  believe  this 

statement  aanxtes  should  be  said  about  life  more  than  marriage.   "Life  is  like  a 

cafeteria,  you  pick  out  what  you  want  and  pay  for  it  later." 

life  holds 
I  believe  that  S.wt'Kiis&y^is.wKyims^xiwi   all  sorts  of  things  to  choose  from,  and  what 

we  choose  we  must  pay  for  at  a  later  time.  I  believe  that  God  gives  us  the  life 
in  which  to  make  these  choices,  and  so  I  see  this  life  as  KSnKix:fc±H&  being  simi- 
lar to  a  cafeteria,  God's  Cafeteria  if  you  will. 

Israel  had  turned  from  God  following  the  death  of  Joshua.  They  had  become  wor- 
shipers of  the  idols  of  their  heathen  neighbors.   It  was  at  this  point  that  God 
rair  i  up  people  who  became  their  leaders  and  began  to  be  called  judges.   These 
judges,  although  the  name  is  erroneous  according  to  our  understanding  of  a  judge, 
were  KHsmHHxniEiixxiiBbcKHmKH:  12  common  men  and  one  common  woman,  who  rescued  or 
daved  Israel  at  different  critical  points.xtixi&EXE  These  people  were  from  differ- 
ent tribes,  and  they  were  not  above  reproach  as  seen  by  the  lives  of  some  of 
them  namely  Ehud,  Samson,  and  Jael.   But  God  used  them  to  rescue  His  people  from 
their  sin  and  idolatry. 

So  what  we  read  for  our  scripture  this  morning  is  the  typical  fare  of  this  book 
of  Judges.  It  is  not  surprising'ithen  that  the  block  of  Scripture  we  read  starts 
out,  "And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  "AGAIN"  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord." 
It  goes  on  to  xfcaks  name  the  heathen  gods  they  worshiped,  and  how  God  became 
angry  with  them  and  permitted  them  to  be  sold  into  slavery.   They  suffered  great- 
ly under  this  oppression,  so  that  they  clamored  to  God  and  begged  to  be  freed 
of  f  "s  bondage.   They  confessed  their  sin  and  admitted  their  mistake,  (vs  10). 
But  God  apoke  to  them  and  told  them  of  thair  release  from  the  bondage  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  from  all  of  the  others  who  had  oppressed  them  since  their  flight 
from  Egypt.   God  reminds  them  that  they  had  forsaken  Him,  and  not  He  they  and  God 
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declares  that  He  will  not  deliver  them  anymore,  (vs  "15).   He  advises  them  to, 
(re~l  text,  vs  14).   It  is  then  that  we  read  of  the  Israelites  cleaning  up  their 
lives  and  turning  back  to  the  proper  way  of  living,  and  seeking  someone  who  will 
again  lead  them,  (vss  15-^8). 

This  story  of  the  lives  of  the  people  of  Israel  is  a  story  that  is  and  has  heen 
repeated  time  after  time  in  our  20th  century.   We  like  to  look  around  us  and 
see  that  this  is  the  story  of  other  people.  Those  people  out  there  somewhere, 
which  makes  it  quite  elusive  and  far  removed  from  ub.   Thus  we  assure  ourselves 
that  we  are  not  referring  to  ourselves,  or  more  particularly  me  individually. 
But  it  does  involve  us,  and  it  does  involve  me  individually.   We  see  in  this 
story  that  these  people  hadxts  not  only  had  to  look  at  their  lives,  but  they  had 
to  make  some  hard  choices.  This  was  the  difficult  part,  thee  choices.  They  had 
to  give  up  their  strange  gods  if  they  were  to  be  blessed  by  the  one  true  God. 
And  as  we  stand  on  the  threshold  of  another  New  Year,  we  can  see  that  we  need 
to  ~ake  some  choices,  and  to  do  so  means  that  we  must  do  away  with  the  strange 
gods'  we  have  chosen. 

The  formula  I  have  arrived  at  to  accomplish  this  is  what  I  call  the"Double  I, 
Double  E  6hoice."   This  merely  an  abreviation  for  the  Infernal,  xocfcHrotxfaj: 
Internal,  External,  Eternal  Choice.  Now  what  all  of  this  amounts  to  is  that  we 
need  to  go  through  "God's  Cafeteria"  of  life  and  make  our  choices.   We  must  re- 
member of  course  that  as  we  choose,  if  we  make  the  wrong  choices  we  can  only 
"go  and  cry  unto  the  gods  we  have  chosen;  and  let  them  deliver  us  in  the  time  of 
tribulation."   Meaning  of  course  that  if  we  choose  other  gods,  we  have  only  our- 
selves to  blame  and  must  bear  the  responsibility  for  that  choice^  or  choices. 
What  we  take,  or  choose,  we  must  live  with  and  that  is  final.   We  must  also  re- 
member that  these  choices  are  made  by  each  of  us  individually  and  not  by  our 
wivesxor  our  husbands,  or  our  mothers  or  fathers,  or  sisters  or  brothers.  But 
by  —'ch  of  us  personally.   So  we  need  to  know  the  choices  we  need  to  make. 
The^first  choice  we  must  make  a  determination  for  is  that  old  Infernal  question, 
"What  must  I  do  with  Jesus  Christ?"   This  question  has  bothered  man  since  Jesus 
Christ  stepped  upon  the  stage  of  life.  Pilate  at  His  trial  asked  the  question, 
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"What  shall  I  do  with  Jesus  who  is  call&d  Christ?"   Pilate  was  merely  eahoing 
thi"  question  which  has  plagued  mankind  ever  since.   Dwight  L.  Moody  the  great 
old-time  Evangelist  hjtkh  addressed  one  of  the  largest  crowds  of  his  career  in 
Chicago  on  October  8,  1371.  His  message  was  based  on  this  question  of  Pilate, 
and  he  told  his  audience  that  the  following  Sunday  he  would  speak  on  the  cross, 
and  he  wanted  all  of  them  to  think  about  the  question,  "What  will  you  do  with 
Jesus?" 

(Continuation  of  illustration  of  Moody's  Mistake). 

So  we  need  to  see  the  urgency  of  the  answer  to  this  Infernal  question,  and  we 
each  need  to  answer  what  we  will  do  with  Jesus. 

We  next  need  to  consider  this  choice  Internally.   It  is  only  from  the  heart  that 
we  can  decide  what  our  choice  will  be.  We  can  have  all  sorts  of  educational 
degrees,  and  we  can  have  the  highest  I"?  in  our  town.  But  this  will  not  gain  us 
salvation.   It  is  only  through  the  heart  as  Paul  says  that  we  can  accept  Christ 
as  '""T  Saviour.   Thus  we  see  that  we  must  make  the  choice  of  whether  to  accept 
or  reject  Jesus  Christ,  and  we  must  internalize  this  or  do  it  with  our  hearts 
and  not  our  minds  or  our  intellects. 

We  must  then  Externalize  this  choice  if  we  have  made  it.   Again  quoting  Paul  we 
read  that  "With  the  mouth  confession  is  made  unto  salvation."  This  means  that 
we  not  only  speak  it ,  but  we  show  it  outwardly.   Jesus  says  that  anyone  who  Is 
ashamed  to  profess  Him  before  men,  He  will  be  ashamed  to  profess  before  God.  Th.ua 
we  can  see  that  we  need  to  make  the  verbal  acceptance,  as  well  as  the  outward 
physical  acceptance.  In  church  this  means  that  we  must  be  willing  to  come  be- 
fore the  altar  and  make  this  public  acceptance.  This  is  not  an  outward  show  to 
prove  to  others  how  good  we  are,  but  it  is  an  outward  sign  that  we  are  not  ashamed 

to  show  that  we  believe  in  Jesus  Christ. 

must  not  only 
But  we  Externalize  this  ssxxSHiy  in  a  service  of  worship,  but  in  our  daily  lives 

as  v-~llB  Being  a  Christian,  whether  a  new  one  or  kh  one  of  many  years,  means 

with 
that- we  witness  or  speak  of  Jesus  Christ  tejt  our  mouths,  as  well  as  with  our  lives. 

(Illustration  of  woman  in  India).   This  is  how  all  Christians  should  live.   But 

strangely  enough  some  men  do  not  want  their  wives  to  be  Christians,  and  some 


ives  do  not  want  their  husbands  to  display  their  new  found  Christianity.   Neither 
f  tv^ra  will  state  why  not,  hut  the  underlying  reason  is  that  the  mate  who  has  new- 
y  found  Christ  and  shows  it,  makes  the  other  one  feel  inferior  in  his  or  her 
aith.  Thus  we  see  that  a  husband  or  wife  accepting  Christ,  sometimes  has  an 
idverse  effect  on  the  mate  because  of  a  misconception  of  what  it  is  all  about. 
hus  far  we  see  that  we  must  make  the  choice,  doing  so  Infernally,  and  KxiiifeitiTi^ 
irofessing  this  publicly.   Now  we  see  that  the  choice  we  make  is  an  Eternal  one. 
Bo  many  people  live  this  life  with  the  wrong  motives  and  reasons  and  discover 
nly  too  late  that  this  life  is  not  eternity.   This  is  merely  the  steppingstone 
;o  it.  And  regardless  whther  you  feel  you  want  to  go  to  heaven  or  to  hell,  be 
ertain  of  one  thing  that  both  heaven  and  hell  are  eternal.  There  is  no  damning 
>y  God  to  hell  and  then  eternity  is  snuffed  out.   It  is  just  as  eternal  as  heaven 
except  in  a  different  way.   Isn't  it  reasonable  then  that  we  should  all  be  seek- 
ing to  attain  eternity  by  going  to  heaven?   Then  irfby  do  people  in  all  walks  of 
life  concern  themselves  with  the  accumulation  of  property  and  goods,  and  possess- 
ions and  material  goods  beyond  that  which  they  can  possibly  use?  The  reason  is 
lerely  that  they  have  not  come  to  grips  with  what  life  is  all  about. 
,'e  like  to  think  that  we  will  all  live  to  h;e  70  or  80  and  there  is  plenty  of  time 
to  settle  the  problem  of  eternity.   But  this  is  not  always  so. 
(Illustration  of  young  man  8=  heart  attack,  &  Neil  Armstrong  and  1/100  inch  of 
rubber  between  life  &  death.) 

These  are  sobering  thoughts  are  they  not?   Yet  we  can  determine  our  eternal  des- 
tiny in  one  short  gugnrcrira  moment.   Jesus  Said,  "He  that  believeth  on  me  hath  etern- 
al life."   Notice,  He  didn't  say  "will  have"  or  "could  havelj   But  instead  He 
said,  "Hath."   fhus  meaning  eternity  begins  the  moment  one  accepts  Him.   Isn't 
this  worth  having?   Doesn't  it  make  more  sense  to  provide  for  our  eternal  lifle, 
more  than  it  does  the  accumulation  of  stocks  and  bonds  and  insurance  policies  for 
days  -"e  may  never  live  to  see?  But  here  again,  we  must  make  the  decision  as  to 
which  god  we  will  choose. 

A  minister  tells  a  story  that  is  all  too  prevalent  in  many  of  our  congregations 
especially  among  trtiat  is  known  as  the  Mainline  Denominations,  such  as  ours. 
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He  says  that  he  whs  arrived  in  a  certain  town  by  plane  and  took  a  taxi  at  the  air- 
port o  reach  his  destination.  On  the  way  the  driver  asked  him  waht  he  did  gor  a 
livib^,  and  he  told  him  tie  was  a  preacher.   He  asked  what  denomination  and  he  told 
him  and  when  the  driver  found  out  it  was  one  of  those  fundamental  churches  he  tuned 
him  out.   The  preacher  asked  the  driver  to  what  church  he  belonged  and  the  man 
told  him.   When  the  preacher  asked  him  about  his  salvation  the  man  began  to  reel 
off  all  of  the  things  he  did  in  his  church,  and  how  he  gave  this  amount,  and  took 
communion  regularly  and  had  been  baptized,  confirmed  etc.,  and  all  of  this  would 
take  him  to  heaven.   He  could  not  understand  that  all  of  these  things  are  commend- 
able, but  not  a  one  of  them  will  assure  eternity  in  heaven. 

xxWsm&KEXKBnK:ma^:™£xHXxkKEKxkkxKxmi^^ 

afcaHXxxExixxHTixxxxx  If  nny  of  you  here  this  morning  are  harboring  thoughts  that 
because  you  do  a  certain  kind  of  work  in  this  church  regularly,  or  contribute  a 
certain  amount,  or  because  you  are  baptized,  confirmed  and  take  communion,  you  are 
saved,  or  have  salvation,  you  are  wrong.   It  Is  none  of  these  that  gives  salvation. 
We  can  work  here  for  as  long  as  we  live,  but  this  does  not  bring  salvation.   We  can 
commune  every  Sunday,  or  give  our  entire  salary,  and  still  not  have  salvation.   It 
Is  only  a  personal  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  that  gives  salvation. 
We  a'   going  to  close  our  service  with  the  singing  of  an  Invitational  Hymn,   Ehiring 
the  singing  of  this  hymn  jchh  1  would  invite  any  of  you  who  staaixtH  have  made  this 
commitment  and  want  to  rededicate  your  life,  to  come  forward,,   If  you  are  unsure 
whether  you  have  made  this  commitment  and  would  like  to  make  it,  please  come  to 
the  altar  rail.   If  you  know  you  have  never  made  this  commitment  and  would  like 
to  have  the  assurance  of  spending  eternity  in  heaven  with  God,  please  come  forward. 
Please  do  not  look  at  how  good  you  think  you  are ,  or  how  bad  you  think  you  may 
have  been.  Please  do  not  look  for  your  wife  or  your  husbands  approval  to  do  this. 
This  is  a  personal  matter  between  you  and  God  and  neither  your  husband,  nor  your 
wife,  nor  anyone  else  can  make  this  commitment  for  you. 

Dontt  be  backward ,  or  bashful,  or  think  that  you  will  be  delaying  your  friends  or 
£our  family  by  coming  forward.   This  is  a  step  that  we  each  must  take  for  eternity 
and  any  inconvenience  to  do  so  will  be  more  than  made  up  for  at  the  end  of  this 
lif&,   If  during  the  singing  of  this  hymn  a  little  voice  is  speaking  to  you,  that 
is  God's  Holy  Spirit  urging  you  to  make  this  decision  today.   Do  not  put  it  off 
to  a  later  date,  for  that  date  may  xa±XZKXH  never  come  again.   Mow  is  the  hour, 
today  is  the  day  of  Salvation,   please  come  &  accept  Christ  as  your  Saviour  today. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
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First   Sunday  After  Epiphany         January    II,    1976 
Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr,   Ralph  Cooped,    Choir   Director 
Jod i e  Marte,    Dan  Bosko  -  Acolytes 

ORDER   OF   "ORSHIP    I  1:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:        "Chorale"  Arr.   Peehy 

"On  Wings  of   Sons"  Mendelssohn 

Please   remain  silent  during  Organ  Chimes 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    \h  "Praise   ye  the   Father" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "Almighty  Father,  as  we  keep 
holy  time  under  the  deepening  shadows  of  the  closing 
year!  we  thank  thee  for  all  that  it  hath  brought  to  us 
of  mercy  and  truth.   receive  ouft  sorrow  for  our  sins, 
and  l«  thine  infinite  mercy  blot  them  out  of  the  book 

OF    TWV     REMEMBRANCE.        Let    NOT    THE    EXPERIENCES    OF    OUR 
PAST    DAYS    BE    LOST    UPON    US.        FlX     III    OUR    MINDS    EVERY 
LESEON    OF    FAITH    AND    DUTY    WHICH    THOU    HAST    BEEN    TEACHING 

us.      Take  from  our  hearts   every  veil  that  would  hide 

FROM  US  THE  SHINING  OF  THE  HEAVENLY  LIGHT.    G&ANT  UNTO 
US,  BEFORE  THE    RECORD  QFTHIS  YEAR  HAB  BEEN  FINISHED 
AND  SEALED,   A  FRESH  CONSECRATION,  A  VERY  DEEP  AND  HONEST 
DESIRE  TO  LIVE  ACCOR01NS  TO  THY  WILL,  AS  IT  HAS  BEEN 
MADE  KNOWN  TO  US   IN  JESUS  ChRIST  OUR  L.QHO.    AmeN," 

•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and   Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Prai se 

•Pastor:      '0   Lord  open  our   Lira. 

•People*.      And  our  mouth  shall   show  forth   thy   praise 
•DonoLoev         No.    551 
Scripture:  Isaiah     kl ;    I  —  1 1+ 

Hymn  of  the  Month    122  "0  Morning  Star,   how  fair  and   bright" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith     (Statement  of   Faith)  -   In   the 

front  few  pages   of  the  Hymnal. 
•Gloria  Patri 

"all  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•Pec  -:  And  with  thy  spirit. 


•Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory      "Flute  Sons''       Ackenhusen 
Sermon:       "PROMISES,  PROMISES!" 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  271  "0  Jesus,  I  have  promised" 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  PostludeS    "Prelude  in  G  Minor"        Bach 

------  •Congregation  Stanoing  -  

The  Lovelv  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr,  &  Mrs.  Howard  Bolam  to  the  "Glory  of  God". 
Serving  as  Ushfrb  today  are:  *Wally  Fedeh,  John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,  James  Maloney  and  Steve  Vargd. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Steve  Vasgo  will  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  I  SB 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Brao  and  Judy 
Vinroe  and  Laurel  Stauffer. 

Thursday  -  I 0:J0  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting 
Fri.  -  9:00-  ARC  Class  Bowling  Party  -  Bowlaway  Lanes. 

Refreshments  afterwards  at  the  Church. 
Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Evelyn  Shakely,  Mrs.  Nora  Thompson, 
Mr,  Ralph  Ki llean,  Mrb.  Emma  Heginbotham. 
A  new  Sunday  School  Class  is  starting  today  -  from 
the  ages  18  to  >0  (give  or  take  a  few  years).  Any- 
one who  would  like  to  become  a  part  of  this  class 
can.  Mr.  Rob  Sybert  is  the  teacher  for  this  group. 
Next  Sunday  will  be  the  nomination  of  Church  School 
workers  and  teachers  and  officers,  during  the  Church 
School  time. 
Thurs.  -  7:Ofl  -  Bisle  Study 

Christianity  is  a  joyful  religion;  at  least  it  is 
meant  to  be.  Both  Old  and  New  Testaments  are  filled 
with  exhortations  to  God's  peohle  to  rejoice.   "Praise 
God  with  shouts  of  joy!"  cries  the  psalmist.   And 
Paul  bids  us:  "Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always;  and  again 
I  say,  Rejoice) " 

There  is  a  great  deal  for  the  Christian  to  be 
jovruL  auout.   In  Goo  we  have  a  faithful  Savior,  the 
Conqueror  of  sin,  death,  and  hell,  in  whom  we  have 

FULL    AND    FREE    FROGIVENESS.         In    THE    Ho>Y    SPIRIT    WE    HAVE 

a  Counselor  and  Guide  who  has  promised  to  le       us 
I  ihto   all  truth.     Here   is   ample   cause  of   joy. _ 

Bible  readinp-s/welcome  visitors: 


.  "Promises^  Promises ! " 

Text:  Isaiah  41:10, 

Jja;   iEHOU  NOT;  FOR  T  AM  WITH  TT-TKK.   BE  HOT  DISMAYED: 
Wffl  i-  AJTWy  "fflVK^  I  Un.T,  STRENGTHEN  THEE: YEATTtfILL 
^TP  TFEE:  TffA   T  WT1.1.  HVHflTJ)  THEE Wl'M  'M1J  iUlM1  HAND 
OJ1  Kv  HI^JTjjflliaffiiii?. 

Gcri^uure:  Isa.  41:1-14,  Deut.  13:15,  Josh.  6:26, 
1  Kings  16:34 

fs-frnry  yng  man  &  promise  2  girlfriend) 
Taught  proms  little  up,  c^n  Keep  t>.  sum _ must  brake 
2  kind  proms,  human— Divine ,  &  expl  diff  Btween  2 
BEAT)  TKXT:  G's  proms  Eept  &  many  scrips  prove 
Simple  fulfil  this  AM,  3  scrips 
-1  fwh.  1^:1S.16.   but  last  16,  IT  SHALLNO  B  BILT  AG 
2  Josh.  £>:?F>.    ~\<C   clas, curse  on  Jericho 
5  Tj  nr  "^--  Hiel  Bethelite,  children  die 

Archaeos  £   f inds=Inhabit  continu  Pre-Abe  1400  BG 
no  inhabit  2  900  BC  or  time  Hiel,  Ahab 
Strata  900  show  Irg  hse, child  jar  gate, also  wall 
G ' s  proms  cum  tru  &  fulfil 
1st  giv  orders, next  situationijthen  prom  of  future 
G  no  mak  idle  proms 
Nu  Yr  8c  peop  mak  proms  or  resols  &  proms  no  last 
reason=we  mortal  flesh,  we  distracted  fcy  evil, sin, 
world  around  us 
(Illustr°y  ^  ""  Vm^-Hng  rfng) 
Compar  oarab  seed  paths ,istony  ground, etc. 
peop  shallo  &  sudden  relig,  Se  then  worldly 
Sum  us  mad  proms  serious  nature  bout  Js  Xp 
Prom  only  B  kept  if  place  hands  Aim  G  4  guid  &  help 
C<   only  keep  if  rely  upmn  Him  thru  Js  Xp  who  say, 
"LCr-l  WITH  U  ALWAYS" 
i'his  d   prom  oi'  G" 
We  need  pray  4  ea  other, uphold  ea  other  dur  wks  8=  dys 
this  yr,  in' prayer  2  Almighty  God. 
If  truly  want  gro  as  Xpians  this  yr  need  seek  fulfil 
of  G's  proms  in  livs  this  cong  &  ch  thru  prayer 
This  how  we  help  &  lov  ea  other  as  fellow  Xpians 
But  ponder  words  G  spok  thru  proph  Is, "Fear  not  I  wit! 
U" ,  can  honest  say  prom  hav  sam  signif  4  us  2day. 
Sam  signif  as  thousands  yrs  ago? 
Is  this  reality  4  us? 
2  B  real  we  must  Blieve  G's  proms  fulfilled 
(I"1  "  ib  Negro  T)t.  in  V'^^jn  "'■    rnQQ+'  m"TJj 
I?i_j.cul?  Perhaps.  But  ral  record  lllus  unseen  prote* 
surround  children  G,  revealed  by  Him 
So  if  think  G  proms  just  "PROMS,  PROMS  Ilk  ours,  we 
need  kno  G  fulfil  His  proms. 


Mayb  not  happen  1  large  revel,  but  so  oner,  later  it  cum 
2  pass, 

T,fit  ns  understand.  R-RAn  tvtyt 
This  mean  riot  only  76 »  but  ea  day,ea  wk,ea  moment 
Ht  here  now  he  with  us. 
Thanks  B  2  G  who  giv  prom  thru  Lrd  Sav  Js  Xp 


"Promises,  Promises!" 

Text:  Isaiah  41:10, 

Fear  thou  not;  for  I  am  with  thee.   Be  not  dismayed;  for  I  am  thy  God.   I  will 
st"*ngthen  thee;  yea, I  will  hejbp  thee;  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right 
h*>„_„.  of  my  righteousness. 

Scripture:  Isaiah  41:8-14,  and  scripture  references:  Deut15:15,  16,  Joshua  5:26, 
1  Kings  16:34. 

A  young  man  said  to  the  girl  he  had  asked  to  marry  him,  "Honqy,  if  you  marry 
me  I  will  fix  this  old  house  up  inside  and  out.   I'll  put  in  electricity,  get 
some  modern  kitchen  gadgets,  remodel  the  plumbing,  paint  the  house  and  make  it 
Just  the  way  you  want  it."  "Henry,"  sighfcd  the  smart  young  lady,  "->uppose  you 
do  all  of  those  things  and  then  ask  me  again." 

Now  here  was  a  very  smart;  girl.   She  was  awstrKxaf  a  pretty  good  Judge  of  human 
character.   She  seemed  to  know  that  promises  are  so  easy  to  make,  especially 
when  one  iS  filled  with  enthusiasm,  but  difficult  to  keep  once  the  humdrum  ex- 
istence of  life  takes  over  again.   She  was  not  doubting  the  sincereity  of  Hensy, 
she  was  Just  striving  to  make  sure  he  kept  the  promises  he  was  willing  to  make. 
Host  of  us  have  probably  been  taught  from  little  on  up,  to  keep  promises  we 
make.   But  we  are  also  aware  that  sometimes  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  them. 
Hf    as  we  may  try,  there  are  ocaasions  when  a  promise  must  be  brolcen. 
But  when  we  talk  about  promises,  we  find  there  are  really  two  kinds.   There  are 
human  promises,  and  there  are  -Divine  promises.   SjrxxxkisxwKxmsaicx^iHiaiaHSXMaiE 
fcK&KHKinqaHHpiK  Human  promises,  are  promises  made  betweeni-people,  with  one  another 
divine  promises  are  promises  which  God  makes  to  His  people.   In  our  scripture 
for  this  morning  we  read  sx  one  of  these  promises.  He  said,  (read  text). 
When  we  make  a  com^grison  between  the  promises  of  God,  and  the  promises  of  man, 
we  can  see  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  them.   The  premises  of  man.  are 
fleeting  transient  things,  while  the  promises  of  God  are  lasting  and  eternal. 
As  we  look  at  portions  of  Scripture  such  as  we  read  this  morning,  I  am  sure 
there  are  those  Just  like  the  Israelites  who  would  question  whther  God  actually 
keeps  or  had  kept  His  promises  made  so  long  ago. 

Well,  to  answer  this  pnxixaiix  fully  would  lead  us  through  the  Bible  to  many, 
ma   different  incidents  and  portions  of  Scripture.   So  to  answer  this  partially 
this  monning  I  would  like  for  us  to  look  at  3  short  portions  of  Scripture. 
Let  us  first  turn  to  Deuteronomy  13- 
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The  book  of  Deuteronomy  is  the  book  of  the  law,  and  so  when  we  read,  from  it 
w  ire  reading  the  law  given  by  God  to  the  Israelites.   As  we  look  at  the  15th 
chapter  of  Demteronomy  beginning  with  the  12th  verse  we  see  that  we  are  dealing 
with  the  law  governing  idolatrous  cities  which  they  would  come  to  and  live  in, 
and  what  they  are  to  do  concerning  them.  We  read  specifically  in  verses  15  &  16 
(read  them.)   The  very  last  words  of  16  are  what  is  significant  for  us  to  under- 
stand.  "It  shall  not  be  built  again."   These  are  I  he  direct  orders  from  God  to 
the  Israelites  concerning  evil  and  wicked  cities.   How  if  we  turn  to  the  6th 
chapter  of  Joshua  we  see  the  overthrow  of  the  city  of  Jericho  by  the  Israelites 
and  how  it  was  completely  destroyed  as  they  were  ordered  to  do  by  God.  oome  of 
you  have  studied  this  in  the  ARC  class  recently  and  are  familiar  with  the  story. 
At  the  very  end  of  the  chapter  we  read  what  Joshua  says  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
Hepe  is  a  promise  that  is  made  in  the  way  of  a  curse  upon  anyone  who  would  build 
the  accursed  city  again^  (read  verse  26). 

N'   if  we  turn  to  1  Kings  16,  we  will  see  something  interesting.   Reading  the 
34th  verse  we  read,  "In  his  days  did  Kiel,  the  Bethelite,  build  Jericho;  he 
laid  the  foundation  of  it  in  Abiram,  his  first  born,  and  he  set  up  the  gates  of 
it  in  his  youngest  son,  Segub,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  He  spoke 
by  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun."   It  has  been  discovered  by  Archaeologists  that  the 
ruins  of  Jericho  show  that  it  was  inhabited  continuously  from  Pre-Abrahamic 
times  to  about  1400  B2C.  which  was  the  time  of  Joshua.   Then  it  was  not  in- 
habited until  about  900  B.C.   Thus  we  see  that  the  promise  of  God  vacs   about 
idolatrous  cities  being  rebuilt  again  had  been  fulfilled  for  approximately  500 
years.  But  archaeologists  digging  in  that  layer  around  900  B.B.  uncovered  a 

large  house,   A  jar  with  the  remains  of  a  child  was  found  in  the  masonry  of  a 

two 
a  gate,  and  xkxkxxx  more  jars  were  sftound  in  the  walls.   This  house  is  thought 

to  be  the  house  of  Hiel.   Thus  we  can  see  that  God's  promises  are  true  and  are 

fi  "illsd.   First  He  gives  the  orders  as  to  how  His  people  are  to  live.   Then 

He  sets  forth  the  situation  in  which  to  practice  His  orders.   His  promise  then 

is  made  as  to  what  will  happen  in  the  future  concerning  the  situation, 

From  this  we  realize  that  God  does  not  make  idle  promises. 
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Each  year  either  at  the  end  of  the  old  year,  or  the  beginning  of  the  New  Year, 
ople  make  all  sorts  of  promises  that  they  will  change  this  or  that  in  their 
lives.  Or  they  will  determine  to  alter  a  certain  course  of  action  in  their 
lives  which  has  perhaps  caused  them  some  problems.   But  more  often  fehan  not 
the  prmmise  or  resolution  only  lasts  for  a  short  period  of  time.   The  reason 
dor"this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  kHmxH  mortal  flesh  and  we  are  prone  to 
sin  and  the  evil  influences  of  the  world.   We  are  distracted  by  the  sights  and 
the  sounds  around  us.   In  this  respect  vre  are  similar  to  the  new  hunting  dog 
a  certain  man  had.   (Illustration  of  dog  &  "Distracted  By  The  World). 
Some  of  us  have  made  promises  of  a  very  serious  nature  concerning  Jesus  Christ. 
Tfce  promise  if  it  is  to  be  kept  must  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Almighty  Sod 
for  guidance  and  help.   We  can  only  keep  this  promise  by  relying  upon  Him 
through  Jesus  Christ  who  said,  WLo  I  am  with  you  always."   This  too  is  the 
promise  of  God.   But  we  also  need  to  help  each  other  by  praying  for  one  another 
i  upholding  each  other  during  the  weeks  and  days  of  this  year  with  prayer 

to  Almighty  God. 

(to  be  inserted  above  before:  "The  Promise  if  it  is  to  be  kept  etc.) 

.Here  is  where  a  parable  of  Jesus  comes  true  concerning  the  seed,  which  fell 

upon  the  path,  and  among  the  weeds,  and  stony  ground.  For  it  is  in  the  lives 

of  people  who  are  shallow,  or  who  are  £isxkEsx±KxttiEXHaH  suddenly  religious 

and  then  wordly,  that  the  parable  has  its  fulfillment. 

If  we  truly  want  to  grow  as  Christians  in  this  New  i'ear,  we  need  to  seek  God's 

fulfillment  of  His  promises  In  the  lives  of  the  people  of  this  congregation, 

and  church,   tfEXEsm  through  prayer.   This  is  how  we  are  to  help  HHKxafKHikmqf 

and 
andxiii±FX±xxjiiHwxwHX3CEK  to  love  one  another. 

But  as  we  ponder  the  words  of  God  as  spoken  through  His  prophet  Isaiah, 
"Fear  not,  I  am  with  you,"  can  we  honestly  sa  this  promise  has  the  same 
significance  for  us  today,  it  had  several  thousands  of  years  ago?  Can  we 
^  aestly  know  this  and  can  it  be  a  reality  for  us?   W611,  if  this  is  to  be 
a  renlity  for  us,  we  need  to  believe  and  know  that  God's  promises  are  ful- 
filled. 
(Illustration  of  Negro  Doctor  and  meeting  man  in  the  woods) 
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Hiraculous?  Perhaps,   But  I  believe  it  is  merely  a  recorded  occasion  in  which, 
th   mseen  protection  surrounding  His  children  was  revealed  by  God,   Bo  if  we 
are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  promises  of  God,  are  gust  ^Promises,  Promises" 
like  those  of  we  mere  mortals,  let  us  understand  and  know  that  God  fulfills  His 
Promises,  It  may  not  happen  in  one  vast  revelation,  but  sooner  or  later  He 
makes  it  come  to  pass. 

Let  us  come  to  know  and  to  understand  that  He  said  He  would  be  with  us,  (read 
text).  This  means  not  only  for  the  complete  year  1976,  but  for  each  week,  day, 
each  moment.  Right  here  and  now  He  is  with  us,  XfeKHkx&HEt  Thanks  be  to  God, 
who  gives  us  this  promise,  through  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ, 
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ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Second   Sunday  After   Epiphany  January    \St    '97^ 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Eugene   Stephenson,.    Organ  i  bt 
Mr*    Ralph  Cooper,    ChoIr  Director 
Marcia  McBride,    Terry  WcClimans  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP      II : OG  A.M. 

Prelud^e  Music  I  "Communion"  Pearce 

//  Y/fJ*       "^ '  "Wed i  tat i on11  Massenet 

Please   remain  silent  during  Organ  Chimes 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 

*CoNFE6BlQN  {<N  UNISON)  "A|_M  I  SHTY  AND  EVERLASTING  Goo, 
IN  WHOM  WE  LIVE  AND  MOVE  AND  HAVE  OUR  BEING,  WHO  HAST 
CREATED  US  FOR  THYSELF ,  90  THAT  OUR  HEARTS  ARE  REST- 
LESS TILL  THEY  FIND  REST  IN  THEE,   GRANT  UNTO  US 
PURITY  OF  HEART  AND  STRENGTH  OF  PURPOSE  SO  THAT  NO 
SELFISH  PAS3I0N  MAY  HINDER  US  FROM  KNOWING  THY  WILL, 
AND  NO  WEAKNESS  FROM  DQ-fNG   IT.    In  THY  LIGHT  MAY  WE 
SEE  LIFE  CLEARLY,   AND  IN  THY  SERVICE  F J  NO  PERFECT 
FREEDOM.    FOR  THY  MERCY fE  SAKE-    Amen.  ^ 

•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  *ic   Pastor) 

"Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral   Amen 
*Praj se 

•Pastor:       "0   Lord   open  our    lips. 

•People:      And  our  mouth   shall   show  forth   thy   praise 
•Doxology         Nq«    551 
Scripture:  Psalm^^;    l~S     SfAtA     F:7¥-1* 

Hymn   of   the  Iv'qnth    192   "0  Morning  Star,    how  fair  and   bright" 
*Affipmation  of  our   Faith     -(Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
*Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:     The   Lort>   be  with  you* 

•People:      And  with  thy   spirit. 

•Pastor  :      Let  us   Pray 

•PflAYER     AND     PRAYER     RESPONSE 

Offer i ns 

Offertory  "The   Green  Cathedral"  Hahn 

^•^ Acolyte  Presentations 

''■'them:  "Only  A  Whispering   Prayer"     Women's   Chorus 

I 


Thou   art 
Standi ng" 
Wetherj  ll 


7 
? 


f 
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Sermon:  "ALIAS  SMITH]" 

•Hymn  of  Dedication  Nq.  2t  I  1!Q  Jesus, 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:   "PoStLuoe  in  G" 
--------  *Congregat ion  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 

Mrs,  Emma  Heqinbotham  in  memory  of  her  ''Husband"  - 

Gilbert  Heginbotham, 
Serving  ab  Ushers  today  are:  Robbie  Vinhoe,  Robert 

Oellen,  Brian  Pfabe  and  Steve  Smith. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,  Earl  Wqgan  ^ill  represent  Council 

at  the  door  today. 
The  attendance  for  last  Sunday  was  I^S. 

f^JRSERY     Wilt.    9E     PHOVIOEO    TODAV     BY    M.RS- ,     JUDY     SNYDER, 

Mrs.   Linda  Curtis   and  Sherry  McClimanb. 

Monday  -   7:00  -  Women's   Fellowship   Board  Meeting 
at  the  Church. 

Tonight   -  6:30-7:00  -  Youth  Choir  Practice, 

Thurs.    -  7:°0  -  §!ble  Study  Group. 

Coming  -   Feb,     \h  -   Sweetheart   Dinner  D^nce   (Saturday) 
Charles   Penars   and   David  McMillinb    in  charge. 

Next  week   -  Jan,    25  -   5:3^   P.M.      -   The   Congregational 
Dinner   and  Meeting.      Yearbooks  will   be  given  out  at 
this   time.      Bring   your  own  table  service,    and   large 
tureen   for  every   two   people.      beverage,    dessert 

WILL     BF     FURNISHED     BY     THE    COMMITTEE,         DqN't     LET     THE 

weather   stop    vou.. 
HoSpi talj zed :      Mrs.    Emma  H£c(nootham»   Mrs.    Mora 

Thompson, 
Our   sincere  sympathy   to   the   Family  and   Friends  of 

of  Mr*   Ralph  Killean  who  passed    away   this  week. 
Following   the  Congregational   Dinner  ne*t   Sunday 

the  Youth  will  meet   for  their  first  Fellowship 

meeting   -  Grao.es  _7-t2»      The  new  Yqurth  Director  - 

William  Qhl  wj  ll  meet  with   the  YOutfH:1" 
flowers^fofl  thf  al1ah   are  open  for  teb.    22  and  ^arch 

7th.       If   you  would   like  to   Have   either  of  these 

Sundays   -   leave   Bea  Ta [ t  know    in  the  office. 
Don't   forget   we  now  have  a   new  Class   that  started 

last  Sunday  from  the    ages    I S  to   3^*      Anyone   who 

WOULD  LIKE  TO  BECOME  A  P&RT  OF  THIS  CLASS,-  IT  MEETS 

(N  the  Undercroft.   Roe  Sv^ert  is  the  Teacher  for 

THIS  CLASS.   WITH  THE  BAD  WEATHER  LAST  WEEK,   IT  fS 
JU&T  GETTING  STARTED, 


''Alias  :imith!" 


text:   Mark  ii:  35-57, 
.    WOULD 


[IB  Lli 


affi£i. 


i... 


,1:       G     ,K 


OH    ',.'H>' 


r^  _^"'  i^---<  "f.1. — ar.*! 

Scripture:   Isalm  55:1-8,   Mark  8:34-58 
Oripin  nf  F.MTTH.   Gen  4:52,.   peop  work  metals,  &  shape/ 
beat"  &   form   instrwaents^SKITH, silversmith, "fin, Black i 


JKITH 


Tubal-cain  1st  person  legit  called  S-_ 
awnm  mrniir  in 3  last  name :  Jn  Blacksn:ith=Jn  BHi  i  H 
•lease  excise  use  name  SMITH, example  of  use  LIBS 
But  evolv  coram  name  Ss  those  want  remain  anonfoHlirt 
tok-.i^b  SMTTIl.sur^p^  .TOTMs.; .  but  hid  Bhind  name 
"lose  ident,  good  examp  a'\l  Alias  Smith  &   .^ones, 

1  of  actors  lost  ident  2  extent  he  shot  self 
Liv  2day  world  sonflic  livs  peop,ea  conflic  rel  d  ID 
Peop  search  find  out  WHO  they  R,&  seek  tru  IDent 
Sum  seek  2  lose  Uent  &  this  group  I  speak  this  AIV 
Perhap  sum  us  in  this  group, perhap  sum  ua  no  awar* 
■:nr^t.   am  »™  *  -p™  1.ft"ma>  -n  fWm  Hilnnti  mm   4us 
fjiin^B  Henry  Thoreau  :,.  «£) 

Al3  aroun  d  peopseli  livs  <V  wat  ever  basic  int  lif 
Thos  concern  helth-hypocondriac.int  &  Prop=miser, 
prop  8=  land-greedy  landown , apear  &   looks=cos  &   lao< 
lifts,buty  treats,  __ 

ea  thea  peop  concern  los  IDent-  ALIAS  SMITH 
R..t  wat  is  Dent?  K.iV-Soul.  2  Jew  it  Soul  &  soul  lif 
I'"nt  unique  sumthin  mak  us  indiv  &  if  lose  Ident 
W\.  actual  4feit  our  lif  or  soul  as  Js  say 
2  los  1'e  Ident  is  2  seek  1 ' s  own  way, 
it  is  try  2  do  things  apart  from  G,  it  like 
(PSALM  55:6.  read) .2  seek  escape  at  hot  of  this 
■,/e  may  escap  sum  probs,but  canno  escap  G, 

"   "try  do  thing  our  way, but  G  has  way  ultimately 
fTllna  bov  want  cv"  ?  *"  ^  ^hurr.b  '-not  .nail) 

Our  way  very  often  not  m  agree  with  o  pian 
Hk  .8:56, read,  Complac,neglec,procrastin,lo3s  ident, 
do  it  ray  way, thea  caus  peop  4feit  livs , 
peop  no  go  Hell  Bcuz  want  2,Bcua  rej  Js  Xp, 
Usual  rej  temp  thing, inten  Bcum  part  G  Kingd  later 

It,  not  educ,eultur,breed,or  Wgroun.that  rul  hart 
It  still  b!sic=maA  must  hav  own  way  regard  educ  et 
He  still  want  sep  frura  G  "■   do  own  thins 


agree  G  way  or  plan 


as  Smith  I" 

Text:  Mark  8:55-57 
Scrip:      '  34—58 

Expl  orir         >«n, 
want  escape  Ident  =  Alias  Smith 
I eop  serch  WHO   AM  I?  &  this  Ident 
I  erhap  sum  here  seek  Ident 
Serin  jvM  f ami  Hay  .•'-  may  lost  meaning 

"  'T111'"-.."^n,:'1"''fla",1^  w'n  ,  ,   _ 

SsttMaxS  J  xx**:!raxxxxxxxxxxxX8!cxx:su;XJ£( 
xxxxxxxxxxxxsxxxxxxaxSx 

v.;  ^^.Btrrnie  words  2dav 
i eop  &  interest  life-health ,propert 
money, looks .etc, 
Ident  is  Soul, Jews  soul=lif,vs  36 
Pa  fiel;fiEMant  2  escape  &  may  do  partiE 
Can  no  escape  G  &  He  hav  way  ultimat 
flllus  Ho^  nip  ?  "  "'■"  "»v1 
Our  way  oft  no 
VS  3fi. 

it  complacjprocras jloss  Ident  "■  thez 
cause  peop  4feit  livs  Pc  go  Hell 
&  it  rej  Js  Xp,&  usual  want  do  my 
way  later 
(Bov  Harvard  "t  good  bakground  steal) 
No  educ, cuitut, environ, breed, bakgr, 
It  still  hart  of  man  &  want  separ 
from  G  &  do  own  thing,  it  still  SIN 
Js  formula  4  o'ercum  hum  trait ^S^ 
Lose  Ident  in  Him, kingd, serv  — 
He  say  I,  Js  Xp  take  preced,  then  U 
find  self,  &  your  life 
Livs  shud  B  rule  Wat  G  Want  Me  Do? 
Not,  Wat  I  Shud  Jo? 
Must  Bcum  ident  Jx  Xp  all  aspect  111 
sen  find  real  self  &   Idents 
If  lif  so  order  no  need  Alias  Smith 
or  Jones  2  remain  anonymous 
If  refuse  ord  livs  must  face  unanswei 
quest  Js  =  VS  37 


And  this  sepa  watever  U  oar  call  it=  SEJjSIH 

But  Ja  gav  4-mula  t-   overcum  hum  trait 
He  said,  (latter  part  vs  "^51 , 
Ue  was  speak  loa  ident  in  Hit;, His  kingd,IIid  serv 
He  say  If  I,Js  Xp  fcak  preced  all  OB  lif  ,U  find  self 

Our  liv  shud  B  rule  &  govern  WAT  G  HAV  ME  DO  EA  3KTE 
not  WAT  IOTST  I  DO  NOW, 

we  must  Bouts  idented  with  Xp  all  aspecs  our  livj, 
£j  only  then  we  find  our  real  IDenta 

If  livs  so  ordered,  ther  ,no  need  AJ+LAS  BMI2H,  or 

ALIAS  JONli-i  2  remain  anonymous. 

Must  remem  if  refuse  order  liva  must  face  unanswer 
quest  put  2  us  by  Js  in  script  wen  say, 
3  57) 


"Alias  Smith I" 

Text:  Matthew  16:25,26,  ***** 

"For  whomever  would  save  his  life  will  lose  it,  and  whoever  loses 
his  life  for  my  sake  will  find  it.  For  what  will  it  profit  a  man 
if  he  gains  the  whole  world  and  forfeits  his  life?  Or  what  shall 
a  man  give  in  return  for  his  life?" 

In  Genesis  4-: 22  we  read,  "Zillah  bore  Tubal-cain;  he  was 
the  forger  of  all  instruments  of  bronze  and  iron."  New  what  this  means 
is  that  Tuhal-cain,  was  the  first  person  to  be  legitmately  called  "Smith." 
We  can  see  from  this  that  people  who  worked  with  metals  and  heated,  shaped 
and  formed  them  into  instruments  were  called  Smith.  Hence,  Blacksmith, 
Silversmith,  Tinsmith  and  so  on. 

Like  all  such  derivations  the  £*  simply  bacame  a  33**  name. 

Instead  of  someone  referring  to  John  the  Silversmith,  he  simply  became 

John  Smith.  What  has  happened  further,  has  been  that  people  wishing  to 

usually  illegal 
remain  anonymous  for  various  reasons* assume  the  alias  of  Smith.   Sometimes 

;hey  use  Jones,  but  Smith  is  the  preferable  one.   gfc»r»ywray^YytfT<j»giigfM 

■£xxEKKJtiExx±s£H$E  Thus  we  see  that  the  name  serves  the  purpose  for  some 

people,  to  lose  their  identity.  They  can  hide  behind  the  name  and  to 

their  way  of  thinking  are  not  identifiable.   There  was  a  western  TV  program 

of  recent  vintage  called  appropriately  enough,  "Alias  Smith  and  Jones." 

It  lasted  until  one  of  the  characters  in  the  show  completely  lost  his 

identity  and  shot  and  killed  himself. 

a  world 
We  are  living  in  aoDOtscK  that  has  two  conflicts  raging  in 

the  lives  of  its  people.  Each  conflict  is  related  to  identity.  There 
are  those  who  are  seeking  to  find  out  who  they  are.  They  are  searching 
for  their  true  identity.  Then  there  are  those  who  are  seeking  to  lose 
their  identity*   It  is  this  group  or  class  that  I  wish  to  speak  *•  this 
morning.  Perhaps  some  of  us  are  in  this  group.  Perhpas  some  of  us  are 
, _n  it  and  are  not  even  aware  that  we  belong  to  this  group. 

The  scripture  for  this  moening  is  an  old  and  familiar  one. 
Perhaps  it  is  so  familiar  that  we  pay  no  attention  to  its  meaning  for  our 
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lives.  Henry  Thoreau  said  of  the  New  Testament: 

"most  people  favored  it  outwardly,  defended  it  with  bigotry  -  and 
hardly  ever  read  it," 

From  his  worr  entitled,  "A  Week  tn  The  Concord  and  Herrimack  Rivers,"  we 

read;  about  the  New  Testament; 

■  read 

"There  are  indeed,  severe  things  in  it  which  no  man  should  rnjaeufc 
aloud  more  than  once:  "For  what  abmii rrkrpnm+r*   is  a  man  profited 
if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul?"  Think 
of  this  Yankees!   Think  of  repeating  these  things  to  a  New  England 
audience  1   Who,  without  cant,  can  read  them  aloud?  Who  without 
cant,  can  hear  them?  They  never  were  read.   They  never  were  heard." 

The  old  English  word  of  cant,  means  hypocrisy,  or  insinceri^t. 
So  he  is  asking,  "Who  without  hypocrisy,  can  read  them  aloud?  Or  who,  without 
hypocrisy,  can  hear  them?" 

The  words  of  Jesus,  "For  what  will  it  profit  a  man  if  he 
gains  the  whole  world  and  forfeits  his  life?",  are  still  very  strong  words 
today.  We  see  people  all  around  us  selling  their  very  lives  for  whatever 
Is  their  basic  interest  in  life.  For  those  who  are  concerned  with  being 
healthy  and  having  health,  many  of  them  become  hypocondriaes.  For  those 
concerend  with  gaining  interest  on  their  money,  iksy  many  of  them  become 
misers.  For  those  who  are  concerned  with  buying  up  all  available  property, 
many  of  them  become  greedy  landowners.  For  those  concerned  with  their 
appearance  and  looks,  many  of  them  spend  small  fortunes  on  cosmetics, 
face  lifts,  and  beauty  treatments.  Each  of  these  people  is  concerned  with 
losing  their  identity. 

But  when  we  speak  of  identity,  what  is  it  we  are  saying? 
MMMtMXaMS&mtbckiMak&jn&lEtaa     The  King  James  Version  calls  it  soul.  The 
Revised  Standard  Version  refers  to  it  as  life.  But  either  one,  life  or 
soul,  it  is  the  same.   The  jEwish  people  looked  upon  the  soul  as  the  life 
of  a  person.  So  the  term  is  interchangeable.  But  identity  is  that  certain 

omething  that  makes  each  of  us  unique  from  each  other.  It  is  the  spark 
that  makes  us  individuals.  So  if  we  seek  to  lose  our  identity,  we  are 
actually  forfeiting  our  life  or  soul  as  Jesus  said. 


-  -3- 

To  lose  one's  identity  is  to  seek  one's  own  way.   It  is 
trying  to  do  things  apart  from  God.  It  is  like  the  words  of  David  in 
Psalm  55,  "0  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove!   I  would  fly  away  and  he  at 
rest;"  To  seek  escape  is  what  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  this.  We  may 
escape  some  of  our  problems  and  troubles,  but  we  cannot  escape  God. 
We  may  try  to  do  things  our  way,  but  God  has  atx  His  own  way  ultimately. 
(Illustration  of  boy  wanting  to  accept  Christ,  but  in  church  and  not  jail). 
Here  is  a  good  case  of  someone  wanting  to  do  things  his 

fWWKtmi*sr,1¥^r*HFrylflF^mm^r'tAK1^m  '■— Tf  T*1llil)rwtl  **  *—■  — 


but  hid  plans  did  not  come  to  pass.   "For  what  will  it  profit  a  man  if  he 
gains  the  whole  world  and  forfeits  his  life?"  Comjfacency,  neglect,  pro- 
crastination, loss  ef  identity,  doing  things  my  way,  these  are  the  things 
'7hat  cause  people  to  forfeit  their  lives.  People  do  not  go  to  hell,  because 
they  want  to,  they  go  because  they  reject  Jesus  Christ.  As  a  rule  the 
rejection  of  Jesus  is  to  be  only  a  temporary  thing.  They  intend  to  become 
a  part  of  His  kingdom  at  a  later  date,  and  there  is  no  sense  of  urgency. 
But  have  you  «r  I  adopted  an  alias  in  our  lives,  so  we  can 
lose  our  identity?  Have  we  lost  our  identity  with  God,  simply  because  we 
want  to  do  what  we  want  to  do,  when  we  want  to  do  it? 

The  late  Dr.  Donald  Barnhouse  told  of  a  young  man  who  stole  Government 

He 
checks  from  mailboxes.  When  trhs  yeung  —  was  finally  caught  it  was  dis- 
covered that  he  was  the  son  of  a  high  official  in  Harvard  University. 
The  judge  who  imposed  sentence  said  that  he  could  not  understand  why 
a  young  man  of  such  background  and  intelligence  could  stoop  to  such  a 
crime. 

But  you  see  it  isn't  education,  or  culture,  or  background 
that  ru^es  the  heart  of  man.   It  is  still  the  basic  thing  that  man  must 
have  his  own  way,  regardless  of  how  much  intelligence,  or  bredding,  or 


-4- 
education  he  may  have.  He  still  wants  to  separate  himself  from  God,  and 
io  his  own  thing.  **"  **«     <*&******    ********    >*-  <>***    7*     ****.   / r  „ 

But  Jesus  gave  man  the  formula  for  overcoming  this  human 
trait.  He  said,  that  if  you  will  lose  your  life  for  my  sake  you  will 
rfind  it.  He  was  not  literally  talking  of  doing  away  with  your  life. 
He  was  talking  of  losing  your  identity  in  Him,  in  His  kingdom,  in  His 
service.  He  was  saying  that  when  you  dome  to  the  point  where  1^  take 
precedence  over  all  of  your  life,  you  are  going  to  find  yourself. 
Our  lives  should  always  he  ruled  and  governed  hy  "What  would  God  have  me 
do  in  this  situation,"  instead  of  "What  must  I  do  now,"  We  must  become 
identified  with  Christ  in  all  aspects  of  our  lives,  and  only  then  will 
we  find  our  lives,  and  our  real  identities. 

If  we  so  order  our  lives,  there  is  no  need  for  an  Alias  Smith 
or  Jones  for  us,  to  remain  anonymous.  But  if  we  refuse  to  order  our  lives 
.n  this  way,  then  we  must  face  the  unanswerable  question  put  to  us  by 
Jesus  in  this  same  scripture  when  he  said,  "Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in 
return  for  his  life?" 


^ 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler t    Pennsylvania 
Third   Sundav  Afteh  Epiphany  January  25i    '976 

Rev.   Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Euscne  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mrs,    Cynme  Sybert,   Junior  Choir   Director 
Harcia  McBrioe,    Terry  HcCliwans  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  'WRSHIP   I  I  : 00  A.M. 
Prelude  Musici        "A  Tune  tor   a  Trumpet"  Martin 

lrSANCTuefl  Gounod 

Please  remain  silent  during  Organ  Chimes 
•Processional  Hymn  No.   63   "Our  God,    our  help    in  ages   past" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  amen 
•Exhortat ion 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Most  Holy   Goo,   who   does   search 
and  purify  the  hearts   of  men:    chant  us   to  know  ourselves 
as  we  truly   are;   open  to  us   the  condition  of  our  souls; 
give  us   penitence  and  forgiveness   for  our  sins,    enable 
ub  «vith  steadfast  resolution  to  ameto  our  livebj   deliver 
us  from  captivity  to  false  thou0hts   and  evil  habits, 
that  with  unity  of  m i  no  and  peace  of  conscience  we  may 
have  our  full  reconc t lt at  i  on  with  you,    and  be  of  the 
blessed  company  of  all  your  faithful  people!  through 
Jesus  Christ  our   Lord.      Amen." 
*Kyhie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance   of  Pardon  -  Choral  amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor 5      *0  Loro  open  our   lips. 

•People!     And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy  praise 
•Doxology         No.    55' 
Scripture;  2  Kings    12!    1-16 

Hymn  of  the  Month   122   "Q  Morning  Star,    how  fair   and   bright 
•Affirmation  of  our   Faith     (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria   Patr I 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor;     The  Lord   be  with  you. 
•People!      Anp  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor  s      Let  us   Pray 
•Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offer  I nq 

Offertory  "Elecie"  Massenet 

Dedication  of  New  Youth  Choir  Robeb 

I 


installation  of  sunday  school  officers  and  teachers 

Anthems        "Down  By  The   Riverside111  Youth   Choir 

Sermon:  "THE   KING  WHO   FOLL0WEDI IT 

*Hvmn  of  Dedication  No.   2^2     "Onward,    Christian   Soldiers" 
'Benediction  ano   Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude;  "Chorale"  arr.   Wilson 

-------   "Congregation  Standing  -------- 

The   Lovely  Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been   placed   av 
Mr.    &  Mrs,    Robert  Sybert   and   Jennifer    in  honor  of 
THE   33Rtl   Wg;pDJNO   AnNH VER&aRY   of   Mr.    &   Mrs.    Ralph 
Cooper  -   Cyndie's  Mother  and   Dad* 

Serving   ab   Ushers   today  are!      *Rf chard  Mangel,    Darvl 
Tait,    John  Dreher,    and  Gary   Penar. 

Deacon  and  Mrs.   William  Pflugh  will  represent  Council 
at   the  door  today. 

Nursery  yjill    be   provided  today  bvs      Virginta  Mangel, 
Barb  Vargo    and  Jodie  Marte. 

Hqspi tali  zed :     Mr,   William  Winters  -   ICU;   Mrs,    Nora 
Thompson,   Mrs .    Emma   Heg i nbctham,    Mrs.    Mary  Lou 
McCltmans,   Ms.   Carol  Noel.  Mrs*    Derewicki 

-Tonight  -   5*3®  ~  Congregational  Dinner   and  Meeting* 
Don  Kennedy   will   be  MC.      Yearbooks  will   qe  given  out. 
The  ARC   Class  will  set   up   tables   after   the  Service 

s  morning.      br  r  mg   table  service,    large    tureen   for 
'each   two    persons.      Dessert   and    beverage  will  se 
prov i dec  *      There  w \ ll   se   a   lot   of  supr i ses  bo    don1 t 
let  the  leather  stop   you. 

Tonight  -  Yduth   Fellowship  -   right   after   the   Congreg- 
ational  Dinner  -   they  will  meet    In   another  fart  op 
the  Church,    with  William  Ohl,    Grades   J— 12. 

Wed.   -  7*3°  "  Golden  Circle  -  Bible  Study  with  Rev. 
Li  nx. 

Thurs.    -   7:00  -  Bible   Study 

Mrs*   Ralph  Ktllean  would    like  to    thank    all  those  that 
sent  cards,    offered   Prayer,    and   for  all  those  who 
helped    in  any  way  with  the   dinner   for   the  family. 

We  would   like  to   thank  the  Auditors   -   Kenneth  WeITZEL, 
Kathryne   Bancroft,    and   Donald  Zeiglerj   for   giving  of 
their  TIME  TO   audit  the  books. 

Coming  -  Feb,     1^  -  Sweetheart  Dinner   Dance    (Saturday) 
Tickets  are  on  bale  today.      Dinner  will  be  at 
Saxonburg   Fire  Hall  upstairs.      The  Charles   Penars 
and   David  McMillins  will  se    in   charge   of   this   doings* 
'•{elcotoe   gjsiotps  i  . 


" '.Jlie  King  ,'ho  Followed!" 
.,„xt:  2  Kings  12:2 

Joash  good  king=8  King  Jud, explain  name 
me9n  "Jehovah  has  given" 
Explain  format  Kingd  &  Chronicles 

Jood  king  Bcuz : 

1  Leadership=  Exegete   Scripture 

Dr.    Robertson,    "^mp^rthinp-   pi  ssr    and 

falls   on   learJ^rsTnin" 

Joash  fchis,&  tru  govt ,skuls ,ch  etc. 

2  Discipline=Joash  this  (y*nA   t >:n^ 
Bicent  yr  &  learn  leaders=they  Disci] 

Nation  decline=leads  no  stand  disci] 
corts  decline=no  punish  guilt,  " 
Earns  decline=no  parents  &  disciplim 
Ch  decline=no  discip,want  ;3oc  Gosp 
insted  Gosp  Js  Xp  &  punish  sin 
Want  good  govt=Discipline 
"     "   skuls,fam,&  prog  gro  ch's 
Must  folio  ware  Xp  lead  us , 
"   discip  selvs  read  Word, pray, B  Xpia: 
Follow  Leader=Js  Xp,  He  folio  yet  KING 
f?F.,\n  TOTrTVhhis  fit  epit  4  anyl 
Clllus  Bread  Lady) 
Jus  plain  person  luv  felloraan 
G  look  4  peop  2  tak  stand  4  Him,  in 
all  walk  lif ,  but  also  personal  lif 
Peop  who  B  lead  &  discip  livs  4  Him 
Hen, women, child, etc 
1  person  influ  other*Jehoi  examp 
But  must  lern  lik  Joash  2  lead, we 
—  must  folio 

It  tak  both  2  serv  G 
Hay  we  B  able  2  do  same 


"The  King  Who  Followed!" 

Text:  2  Kings  12:2, 

And  Jehoash  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  all  his  days,  in 
wh-5  "h  Jehoiada,  the  priest,  instructed  him. 

Scripture:  2  Kings  12:1-16 

(Illustration  of  obedience  or  leadership  if  available). 

Tod^y  in  our  Scripture  we  read  of  the  wonderful  works  of  a  King  named  Joash. 
He  is  identified  in  the  KJV,  and  the  EBV  as  Jehoash,  which  meant  "Jehovah  has 
given."   He  was  the  8th  king  of  Judah. 

The  author  of  the  book  of  Kings  used  a  format  to  tell  of  the  kings  and  their  re- 
spective reigns.   We  read  in  the  1st  verse  of  this  Scripture,  "In  the  7th  year 

of  Jehu,"   The  Jehu  named  is  the  king  of  Israel.   Then  it  states  that  Jehoash, 

Then  kxxxi  the  length  of  his  reign  is  given. 
or  Joash,  began  to  reign  at  this  point,  i  This  means  that  he  was  the  king  of 

Judah  and  this  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  he  is  identified  as  reigning  in  Jeru- 
salem.  Then  the  mother  of  the  king  id  named.   This  further  proves  his  genealogy, 
and  helps  to  further  identify  him,  because  not  too  many  women  had  the  same  names 
bu4"  it  was  common  for  men  to  have  the  same  name.   Thus  to  make  no  mistake  about 
whom  he  was  writing  the  author  says  that  Joash  was  the  son  of  Zibiah,  of  Kxxk« 
Beersheba,  to  make  certain  that  those  who  read  this,  knew  about  whom  they  were 
reading. 
Then  follows  a  brief  biography  of  the  king.   The  author  state  whether  this  was 

a  good  king  or  a  bad  king.   This  is  determined  how  he  stacks  up  against  Jeroboam 

(compare  15=1) 
I. a  Most  of  the  kings  of  Israel  were  identified  with  doing  evil  because  Jero- 
boam reigned  in  Israel,  and  the  kings  of  Israel  were  identified  with  doing  evil. 
Thus  it  is  no  surprise  that  many  of  the  kings  of  Judah  come  out  of  this  scrutiny 
in  a  favorable  light,  which  perhaps  many  of  them  do  not  rightfully  deserve. 
Now  the  author  tells  us  that  he  did  that  whicti  was  right;  all  his  days.   This  is 
an  exaggeration  because  in  2  Chronicles  following  the  death  of  Jehoiada,  we 
read  of  Joash  being  responsible  for  the  death  of  Zechariah  the  son  of  Jehoiada. 
In  'he  3rd  verse  we  read  of  Joash  not  removing  the  high  places.   The  high  places 
were  altars  raised  up,  which  in  themselves  were  not  evil,  but  which  were  altars 

used  for  the  worship  of  idols.   They  could  also  have  been  altars  erected  in 
some  of  the  hill  country,  and  the  reigning  king  was  unable  to  get  them  all 


destroyed  in  his  reign. 

Wo1  when  we  look  at  the  reign  of  Joash  we  see  several  things.   .First,  we  see 
that  he  was  a  good  king.   By  being  a  good  king  it  does  not  mean  he  was  just  a 
likable  fellow  and  got  along  well  with  politically  with  the  people,  but  it  means 
that  he  was  able  to  overcome  some  of  the  evil  that  had  surrounded  the  southern 
Kingdom.  Now  in  this  chapter  from  which  we  read  we  see  that  he  was  had  decreed 
that  the  money  brought  into  the  Temple  whether  by  the  Temple  tax,  or  by  'reewill 
offerings,  was  to  be  used  for  the  repair  of  the  Temple,   But  after  23  years  of 
his  reign  it  wqs  not  taken  care  of.   The  blame  is  placed  upon  the  priests,  for 
it  states  in  verse  6,  "the  priests  had  not  repaired  the  breaches  of  the  house." 
So  Joash  checked  into  this  matter  and  he  decreed  that  the  priests  were  no  longer 
permitted  to  collect  the  money.   It  is  at  this  point  that  Jehoiada  the  chief 
priest  in  the  Temple,  stepped  forth  and  assumed  the  role  of  the  man  of  God. 
He  took  a  large  chest  and  placed  it  beside  the  altar  where  the  people  entered 
th  Temple.   The  people  would  give  the  money  to  the  priests  and  then  watch  them 
drop  the  money  into  the  slot  drilled  into  the  lifl  of  the  chest.   No  more  were 
the  priests  able  to  slip  this  money  into  their  pockets  and  keep  it  for  them- 
selves.  When  the  chest  was  full,  Joash  would  send  the  chief  priest  along  with 
the  king's  secretary  to  empty  the  chest.   They  would  put  the  money  in  bags,  after 
they  had  coSnted  it,  and  then  they  would  pay  the  men  who  were  doing  the  work  of 
the  restoration  of  the  walls  of  the  Temple.   This  money  was  not  used  to  repair 
or  replace  the  other  articles  needed  for  the  Temple  rites  and  sacrifices,  but 
all  of  it  went  to  pay  for  the  repair  of  the  building. 

The  second  point  point  about  Joash  being  a  good  king  was  the  fact  that  he  was 
instructed  by;iJehoiada  the  Chief  Priest.   We  must  remember  ttiat  Joash  was  7 
years  old  when  he  began  to  reign  and  it  was  indeed  fortunate  that  a  s-rong  man 
of  God  was  around  to  help  and  i  nstruct  him.   Jehoiada  stood  out  like  the  pro- 
ve  ial  sore  thumb.   Here  was  a  man  who  was  dedicated  to  serving  the  Lord,  and 
he  reilly  -ook  his  job  seriously.   The  people  of  God  had  gone  through  some 

horrible  times  with  Jehoram,  Ahaziah,  and  Athaliah.   The  spiritual  condition 
of  the  people  had  deteriorated.   But  Jehoiada  was  able  to  bring  about  a  change 


-5- 
fehrough  the  example  of  himself  and  also  upon  the  instructionssx  he  gave  tovthe 
your   king.   He  was  certainly  a  stabilising  influence  upon  the  people. 
But  there  is  yeat  a  third  point  that  made  Joash  a  good  king  and  this  was  leader- 
ship. Joash  was  not  only  a  good  leader,  but  he  w»s  also  led  by  a  good  man,  and 
it  takes  both  to  have  things  work  in  their  proper  perspective.   Dr.  ^obertson 
a  Christian  minister  has  said,  " Everything  rises  and  falls  on  leadership." 
This  is  true  of  government,  of  schools,  and  in  all  walks  of  life.   It  is  even 
true  in  the  church. 

This  year  we  are  hearing  and  will  be  hearing  all  sorts  of  things  about  the  Bi- 
centennial. But  before  you  begin  tuning  out  and  thinking  this  is  what  I  want  to 
speak  of  this  morning,  let  me  say  this  in  just  commenting  upon  this  cie  celebratior 
When  we  think  of  the  anniversary  of  our  nation  and  its  observances  all  of  this 
year,  we  cannot  help  but  think  of  those  who  were  out  leaders.   Those  who  gave  of 
their  time  and  talents  and  efforts  to  make  our  country  what  it  is  today.   We 
hav  '.one  to  know  that  leadership  entails  a  grave  responsibility  and  is  not  to 
be  placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  who  are  ill  equipped  physically  or  mentally 
to  bear  the  burden  it  evokes.  Ho  nation  can  rise  above  its  leaders,  anymore  than 
a  church  can  rise  above  its  pastors  or  leaders. 

But  when  a  church  or  denomination  refuses  to  show  leadership,  it  cannot  survive 
and  must  fall  by  the  wayside,   We  have  seen  this  happen  in  recent  years  in  most 
of  the  mainline  denominations  in  our  nation.   We  have  seen  our  nation  decline  in 
stature  thorughout  the  world  because  of  the  unwillingness  of  our  leaders  to  take 
the  stand  we  formerly  proudly  took  in  the  world.   Our  courts  are  unwilling  to 
punaih  those  who  are  guilty  of  crimes  and  so  we  see  the  decline  and  fall  of 
justice  and  the  spread  of  crime  and  anarchy,  making  our  towns  And  cities  un- 
safe. 

We  see  our  family  structure  breaking  up  and  our  children  going  offf  in  all  fiirect- 
ion  because  parents  are  unwilling  to  lead.   Our  churches  want  to  preach  the 
social  Gospel,  and  equality  of  all  sorts  of  immoral  stnads  instead  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  punishment  of  sin  by  almighty  God.   And  so  we  see  the 
decline  of  much  of  the  Ohirstian  church  because  of  its  refusal  to  stand  firm 


_4~ 
for  the  things  of  God  against  the  creeping  secularism  in  the  church. 
Leadership  and  discipline  are  linked  very  closely  together,  and  if  we  want 
leadership  in  any  area  whether  it  be  government  or  society  or  the  church,  we 
must  have  discipline.   Thus  if  we  want  good  government,  we  must  accept  discipline. 
If  we  want  good  schools,  we  must  accept  a  certain  discipline,  for  the  teachers 
as  well  as  the  students.   If  we  want  growing  and  progressive  churches,  we  must 
accept  the  discipline  of  worship,  as  well  as  the  discipline  of  following  where 
Christ  leads  us.   We  must  discipline  ourselves  to  read  the  Word  of  God  regularly, 
prs,y  daily  and  often,  and  use  any  other  discipline  that  will  make  us  a  better 
church  member,,  but  mostly  a  better  Christian  wherever  we  are. 

It  simply  becomes  a  case  of  follow  the  leader.   Our  leader  of  course,  and  our 
example  is  Jesus  Christ.   Sa±  He  was  a  King  in  His  own  right.   But  yet  He  was 
willing  to  follow  obediently  what  God  wanted  Him  to  do.   This  was  the  example 
of  leadership  He  showed  to  us,  along  with  the  example  of  a  perfect  discipline 
to  Ho  that  which  He  was  led  to  do  in  obedience  to  His  father. 
Caa  you  think  of  a  more  fitting  epitaph  to  add  to  anyone's  life  than  that  one 
sentence  written  about  Joash?   "And  Joash  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight 
of  the  -Liord  all  his  days, because  Jehoiada  the  priest  instructed  him."   Would 
that  each  of  us  were  to  do  right  all  our  days,  because  Jesus  Christ,  our  priest 
instructed  us. 

(Illustration  of  Margaret  Gaffney  the  Braad  Lady.) 

Here  is  a  very  heart  warming  story  of  a  person  who  was  a  concerned  individual. 
But  more  than  that,  she  showed  leadership  on  a  level  that  you  and  I  can  under- 
stand. She  was  not  of  royalty,  or  a  president,  but  a  down  to  earth  person  who 
expressed  leadership  by  loving  her  fellow  man. 

God  is  looking  for  people  today  who  will  take  a  stand.   People  who  will  assume 
leadership  in  our  world,  in  our  nation,  and  in  our  churches.   Men  and  women 
mothers  and  fathers,  wives,  husbands,  children,  anyone,  who  will  take  a  stand 
for  the  -^ord,  and  for  the  "'ord  of  G0d.   One  person  with  Christian  convictions 

can  have  a  great  influence  on  his  or  her  immediate  surroundings.   Jehoiada  was 
that  man  in  the  life  of  Joash.   Joash  was  that  man  who  not  only  led,  but  who  was 
able  to  follow  as  well.   Are  any  of  us  willing  to  follow  the  Kine  Mjin  led  and 


who  also  followed.  If  we  are,  Jesus  Christ  awaits  our  seeking  to  do  so 
in  and  through  His  name. 
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ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunday  After  Epiphany       February  I 
Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organ jar 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Mary  Oellen,  Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP   I  I :OQ  A.M. 
Prelude  Mustc:       "Ari etta"  Souther idge 

"BERCEUSE "  Gqoaro 

Please  remain  silent  during  Organ  Chimes 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  50  "Still,  still  with  Thee" 
•Ascription  ~  Choral  Amen 
'Exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  art 
the  W*y»  the  Truth,  and  the  Life,  we  pray  thee  suffer 

US     NOT     TO    STRAY    FftoM     THEE,     WHO     ART     THE    WaY,      NOR    TO 
QJSTRUST    THEET     WHO    ART     THE     TRUTH,     MOR     TO     REST     IN    ANY 
OTHER    THINS     THAN    THEE,     WHO     ART     THE    LIFE*         TeaCH    US     BY 

thy  Hqly  Spirit  what  to  believe,  what  to  do,  and 
wherein  to  take  our  rest.   for  thine  own  name f g  sake 
we  ask  iTi   Amen* " 

•Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*PrA  ISE 

•Pastdr:      "0   Lord  open  our   lips, 

•People:      And   our  mouth   shall  show  forth  thy   praise 
•Dqxology        No,   fJJI 
Scripture;  Genesis  2$:    1-20 

Hymn  of  the  Month   Mo.    26h  "We   know  the   paths  wherein  our 
feet   should   frees" 
♦Affirmation  of  our   FaIth      (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call  to   Prayer 

•Pastor:     The  Loro   be  with  you. 
•People:      And   with   t  fv   spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us  Prav 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer  ins 

Offertory  "Sanctuary   Echoes11  Baylor 


Anthem:  "Our  Shepherd  Will  Supply  My  Need"   Thomson 

Sermon:  "THE  ART  OF  PATIENCE'* 

*Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    22&  *Dear   Lord  and  Father" 

"BENEDICTION     AND    THREE     FqLD     AmeN 

Organ  Postluqe:  "Praise"  Martin 

_^______  *CoNGREGATf  on  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   been  placed  ev 
Mr.    ■&  Mrs.    Edward  Wejchey    in  memory  of  their   "Parents*1- 
Mr.   &  Mrs.    Floyd  Miller   and  Mr.   &  Mrs..   Stanley 
We ichey. 

Serving   ab   Ushers   today  are:      *Allen   Bqtacchi, 
John  Redman,    Can   Bosko,    Robert  Knauer  ano  Charles 
Penar . 

Deacon  and  Mrs,   John  Redman  will  represent  Council 
at  the  door  today. 

Nursery  will   se   provided   today   by  I      Judy  Massart, 
Isabel  Hock ens errv,    and  Shelly  Hockenberry. 

The  attendance   last   Sunday  was   20$. 
,^^Hoepi  tali  zed  :      Mrs.    Oess  l  e   Doug  an,   Mrs,   Mary   Jane  <£-.  /&/-?,£■ 
WeisenStein,   Mrs.    Mary   Lqu  McClimans,   Mrs.    Mq ba  4-  M* rfj*' 
Thompson,   Mrs.   Martha   Derewecki,   Ms.    Carol  Noel, 
^*  Tonight  -  6;30-7J^0  "  Youth  Choir  Practice  &Lt*f 

•^Tonight  -  fiOO-giQQ  -  Youth  Meeting   -  Every  Sunday-^,         °~. 
evening  the  youth  will  meet.  ^-°*?*y 

Monday  -   7:30  -  Women's  Mary   Prugh   Circle  Meeting.       ^7* 
^*   Wed.    -   7:30  ""  Church  Council  Meeting 

The  Newsletter  will  se   published  on  Thursday  -   Please 
have  all  the  material    in   by  wednesday. 

Thuhs.    -  7;0^  ~  Bible   Study    (Every  Week    in   the   Under- 
croft). 

Doming   -   Fes.    14-th  -  A   annual  Sweetheart   Dinner   and 
Dance  will  be   held  at   the   Saxonsurg    Fire   Hall    (upstairs) 
anyone    interest    in  attending  -   contact  Charles 
Penar's   or   David  McMjllin'b.      Tickets   are  on  sale 
now  so  a6   they  will  know  how  many   to   count  on. 

a  correct  ton   page  has   been  made   for   your   year   book, 
only    if  you  picked   yauhs  up  on   sunday   at  the 
conqresational  dlnner,      all  the  other  books   have 
the   new  pase    in  them   and   they  can   be   picked    up   today 
in  the   back  of  the  church.      the  ushers  will   assist 


f.  a* 


Z 


tqu    in  picking  vours  up. 
a   newb  sheet  will  be   pa36ed  out   todav   from  th?  e  petjn 
West  Conference  -  The  Ushers  will  pass   these    out, 
Icome   Visitors :      Jeth  &  JAineral   .Shirley'  -    Moth 


hank  for  riowers. 


A  c  &krre~   /vtAirr/'-r    AfTS*.  <#»**#; 


TRIEITY  CHAHGE--TI-E  tfflUKD  CHU2CK  OF  CHRIST 

Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Trinity  Church,  New  Bloomfiold    9:00  A.M. 
Christ  Church,  Duncamon        1G:J0  A. 11. 


THE  ORDER  OP  WORSHIP 


November  5,  1972 


The  Organ  Prelude 

•The  Hymn  of  Fraise  *5 

•The  Call  to  Worship 

"The  Prayer  of  Confession  (Unison, 

Merciful  God,  wo  confess  to  you  now  that 
we  have  sinned.   We  confess  the  sins  tnat  no 
one  knows,  and  the  sins  that  everyone  knows: 
the  sins  that  are  a  burden  to  us,  and  the 
sins  that  do  not  bother  us.   We  have  not  for- 
;iven  one  another  as  we  have  been  forgiven. 
Wo  have  not  jiven  ourselves  to  the  world  in 
loving  service,  but  have  only  served  our- 
a  Ittcs.  Father,  forgive  us,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.   Amen. 
•The  Kyrie 
•The  Assurance  of  Pardon 

Etta  Scripture Genesis  29:1-20 

•The  Gloria  Patri 

The  Anthem  (Trinity) 

The  Pastoral  Prayer 

The  Announcements 

The  Receiving  Of  Tithes  and  Offerings 

•The-  Doxolo^y 

•The  Offering  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Sacrament  of  Baptism 

The  Hymn  of  Meditation  191 

The  Sermon "Why  Doesn't  The  Lijjht  Turn 

Green?" 
The  Sermon  Prayer 

•The  Hymn  of  Response  226 

•The-  Benediction 
•The  Threefold  Amen 
•The  Postludo 


'Congregation  Stands 


) 


JEHERAL  AMJUNCECI'itras 
Eible   study  on  Wed.    at  the   church  in  Duncannon 
at  7=30  W-     Wt  will  be  studying  "Faith — What 
It  Is  Not  And  What   It   Is." 

Confirmation  31ns  s  will  he^in  on  Saturday 
Picv.    lltt   at    -:00  AM. 

tt,j:tity  church  announceieents 

Tod-^y  we  .oin  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Million  Turner 
in  their  ,oy  as  they  present  their  daughter, 
Melissa  Kao  Turner  for  baptism. 

The  flowers  on  the  altar  are  placed  in  loving 
memory  of  Mrs.  Vorna  Majee  by  the  children. 

til  those  who  contributed  food,  service, 
personal  presence  or  anything  else,  are  to 
be  thanked  for  making  the  Halloween  Party 
&  dinner  a  huge  success. 

Church  Women  United  are  meeting  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Monday  Hov.  6'-i  at 
7: JO  PK  to  make  pads  which  are  urgently 
needed  in  Perry  County. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  AHEfQOHCEKEOTS 
A  committee  is  bcin^;  formed  to  f  omul  ate  plans 
for  the  renewal  of  the  chancel.   Two  (2) 
volunteers  arc-  needed  from  the  congregation. 
If  you  would  like  to  serve,  please  see  the 
Pastor. 

The  Library  will  open  on  Sunday  Hov.  12». 
Anyone  desirin;  books  nay  jet  then  before 
Church  School. 

Consistory  Meeting  Monday  Nov.  6»  at  7:3°  PH. 


"The  Art  Of  Patience" 
Text:  Gen.  29:20 
AND  JACOB        SEVEN  WEARS  FOR  RACHEL;  AND  THEY 

^D  UNTO  HIM  BUT  A  PEW  DAYS,  FOR  THE  LOVE  HE  HAD 

FOR- HER. 

Scri^ure:  Genesis  29:1-20 

Story  of  children  W.Va.  &  seeds, girl  &  candy 
Us  &  traffic, lite  turn  green, waiting  in  store, on 
bus, on  peop  etc 
Illus  lady  aspirin  commercial , "I  will  not  blow  up" 
Bib  relief  4  Excedrin  headache  110 

(Exegete  scrip:  Jac  left  hom  2  go  2  Lab  &  selec  wife 
cum  2  well, 3  flok  sheep, ask  bout  Lab  &  they  know, 
beutiful  girl  shep  cum  2  well,doter  Lab.  He  nite 
shin  arm,remov  cover  well,&  water  Rachel  flok.  Then 
tell  he  her  cousin  &  kiss,  &  go  hom  with  2  Lab. 
Agre  work  4  Lab  7yrs  4  Rach.  Aft  7  Lab  trik  giv  Leah 
Jac  confront  Lab  &  he  tell  custom  giv  old  1st  4  wife 
Jac  agree  work  7  mor  4  Rach  &  we  told,  TEXT. 

If  need  examp  patienc  this  1.   How  many  mod  yung  men 
wiM  work  7yrs  for  fut  father  lav;  4  dotter? 
(Illus  19yr  girl  &  no  will  wait  2  marry, B  old  maid) 
(story  boy  &  piano  lessons) 
Isn't  this  way  we  want  it?  We  R  so  impatient 
(Story  woman  in  England  admiring  green  lawns) 
But  this  is  way  we  R.  Want  it  dun  yester,complet, 
finished  &  by  impatientce  Bcum  frustrat  &  out  sorts 
Psalmist  tell  us  "Wait  patiently  4  Lord". 
We  say  "Patience  of  Job" 

t  with  all  examps  &  illus  we  still  caught  whirls 
Wind  get  dun  &  sooner  better. 
Complain  bout  cars ,applianc  slap  2gether,&  this 
Bcum  our  way  of  life 
(Illus  Temnle  Hall  in  London )&  surprise  supt  wen  saw 
If  we  giv  end  say,Lv  me  alon  cant  see  I  busy, 
If  we  receiv  end  say, why  lite  no  turn  green  etc. 
It  all  matter  where  we  stand. 
Many  story  patience,  but  this  good  examp, 
(Illus  Scotch  brothers  &  praying  mother) 
Wer  not  4  luv  patienc  mother  no  giv  up, world  no  know 
Dr.  Morrison,  nor  brother  who  also  influ 
Time, Time, Time, if  onlay  had  time,  pop  song  say. 
But  do  hav  time,hav  all  hrs,days,G  bless  us  with 
It  not  matter  how  much  time, but  how  wise  or  fool 
we  spend  it.   Insted  get  up  tite  traff  lites,etc, 
stu_  look  each  event  as  oppor  4  G  work  in  us.   Insted 
lash  out  with  impatienc ,ask  wat  G  want  me  do  now? 
Beutiful  read  TEXT,wudn't  it  be  beutiful  if  U  &  I  cud 
look  bak  over  cert  yrs  &  feel  just  few  day  bcuz  luv  G 


7  Doesn't  Thsfi;  Light  Turn  Green?" 

Text:  3-enesis  29:20   "jo  Jacob  served  seven  years  for  Rachel,  and 

they  seemed  to  him  "but  a  few  days  because  of 
the  love  he  had  for  her." 

I  heard  recently  of  a  pilot  project  that  has  been  started 
in  some  Jest  Virginia  schools  to  teach  young  children  to  be  more 
scientific  in  their  schoolin  .   bat  is  happening  is  that  instead  of 
the  teacher  explaining  how  certain  things  take  place,  the  children 
are  given  kits  containing  seeds  and  bmlbs  and  then  are  asked  to 
watch  the  results  that  take  place  from  day  to  day  and  to  record 
these  results  on  paper.   One  little  girl  was  given  some  bean  seeds 
and  these  she  dutifully  planted  as  per  instructions.   However  she 
dug  them  up  in  a  few  days  because  they  were  not  doing  a        12 
far  as  she  could  tell.   She  had  a.lS'&  planted  a  \  iece  of  candy  beside 
the  seeds  and  it  hadn't  done  anything  either. 

Is  is  indicative  of  the  times  in  which  we  live. 
It  shows  that  even  the  very  young  are  afflicted  with  the  new  impatience. 
"Why  doesn't  thdft  light  turn  green?"   "When  do  I  get  a  chance  to  be 
waited  on?"  "Why  must  I  keep  waiting  and  waiting  faxiki  as  though  I 
had  nothing  else  to  do?"   "When  will  that  bus  ever  come?"  We  hear 
these  remarks  every  day.   Perhaps  some  of  us  are  on  the  remarking  end 
of  awHP«Jf  them.   How  many  times  do  we  find  ourselves  getting  out  o£ 
sorts,  and  being  impatient  with  our  loved  ones,  and  becoming  gust 
plain  irritable  with  those  around  us?  tlany  times  we  are  like  the 
lady  in  the  aspirin  commercial,  wko  counsels  herself  into  not  get- 
ting irritable  and  reaso  ing  that  it  is   time  for  a  certain  brand  of 
aspirin  to  take  away  the  irritability. 

What  did  people  do  before  there  were  aspirin  and  headache 
powders?  Well,  if  we  read  some  of  the  stories  in  the  bible  we  learn 
that  there  was  a  re  lie" f  for  what  we  might  call,  "Wxcedrin  headache 
number  110."   We  read  one  of  these  stories  or  a  portion  of  it  this 


2 
mornings   Jacob  left  his  father's  home  and  traveled  to  the  hone  of 
his  uncle  Laban  to  select  a  wife.   While  on  the  way  he  comes  to  a  well, 
aed.  three  flocks  of  sheep  safe-  lying  in  the  field,  surrounding  the  well. 

pifl£J7  '*/*/ 

He  a-afe-s  the  shepehrds  about  Laban  and  they  tell  hiri  they  know  him, 
And  while  they  are  yet  speaking  along  comes  a  beautiful  young  lady 
shepherdess  who  just  happens  to  be  the  daufe&ter  of  Laban.   Go  naturally 
Jacob  becomes  the  knight  in  shining  armor  and  removes  the  cover  from 
the  well  and  waters  the  flock  of  Rachel.   Then  he  kisses  her  and  tells 
her  he  is  a  nephew  of  her  Father's.   So  after  meeting  Laban  and  staying 
at  his  home  for  a  month,  he  agrees  to  work  for  Laban  7  years  in  exchange 
for  the  hand  of  Rachel  in  marriage.   But  after  7  years  Laban  tricks 
Jacob  and  gives  him  the  oldest  daughter  Leah  instead  of  Rachel  on  the 
■  it  of  the  wedding  feast. 

When  Jacob  confronts  Laban  with  this  bit  of  trickery, 
Laban  explains  that  it  is  not  cui  e  the  youngest  daughter 

away,  before  the  oldest.  Laban  tells  Urn  that  he  may  have  the  hand  of 
\chel  if  he  will  work  for  him  for  yet  another  7  years.  And  Jacob 

agrees  to  work  another  7  years  for  Laban  and  so  he  gets  Rachel  as  his 
wife  also.  We  are  told,  "So  Jacob  served  seven  years  for  Rachel,  and 
they  seemed  to  him  but  a  few  days  because  of  the  love  he  had  for  her." 

If  we  need  to  look  at  an  example  of  -rrfitr-mn   patience, 
here  is  one  for  the  record.   Can  you  picture  a  young  nan  today  willing 

to  work  for  his  future  father-in-law  for  7  years  in  order  to  marry  the 

■7 

daughter.   A  certain  minister  tells  of  a  19  year  old  girl  who  comes  to 

him  to  plan  her  wedding.   After  he  talked  to  her  for  a  short  time  he 
suggested  that  perhaps  jftfT  would  be  wiser  if  they  waited  wt   a  few 
years  until  her  fiance  had  completed  his  schooling  and  had  his  degree. 
She  looked  at  him  quizzically  and  said,  "Two  years?  Why  I'D  be  an 
old  maid  by  then! " 
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Or  how  a"bout  the  story  of  the  young  lad  who  was  taking 
piano  lessons  and  his  mother  insisted  that  he  practice  an  hour  each 
day.   She  bou  ;ht  a  cheap  little  alarm  clock  and  set  it  on  the  piano 
to  keep  time.   A  few  days  later  she  was  watching  him,  and  he  said, 
"You  know,  this  clock  is  wonderful  mother.   If  I  winfl  it  up  real 
tight,  it'll  make  an  h;our  in  52  minutes." 

Isn't  this  the  way  we  like  it?   We  are  so  impatient  in 

as  we  are,  and  do  as  we  do?  A  woman  tourist  was  traveling  among  the 

ancient  building  in  England,  and  she  noticed  the  very  green  plush, 

velvety  lawns  surrounding  these  buildings.   She  happened  to  see  a 

rdner  and  she  said,  "Oh  tell  me.  I  was  just  admiring  the  lawns. 

What  is  your  secret?  I'd  like  to  try  the  sane  thing  at  home.  How  do 

you  do  it?"  He  said,  "Well,  madam,  first  of  all,  you  have  to  be 

600  years  ago."   But  we  don't  want  it  that  way,  do  we?  We  want  it 

yesterday,  all  done,  completed,  and  by  our  sheer  impatience  we  become 

all  frustrated  and  out  of  sorts. 

Yet  the  Psalmist  tells  us  to  wait  patiently  for  the  Lord* 

We  are  reminded  of  the  suffering  of  Job  and  someone  has  coined  the 

phrase,  "Having  the  patience  of  Job."  Paul  admonished  us  to  have 

patience  in  all  thin  ;.   nd  with  all  of  these  thoughts  and  examples, 

we  are  still  caught  up  in  the  wMrlwind  of  petting  it  done  and  the 
sooner  the  better.   -ie  complain  about  cars  and  appliances  being  slapped 

together  hap-hazardly,  but  this  has  become  our  way  of  life. 

(Illustration  of  Temple  Hall  in  London) 

Imagine  the  surprise  of  the  superintendent  when  he  saw 

the  very  phrase  he  had  been  quoting  to  the  worker.   But  you  see  if  we 

are  on  the        end  we  shout  leave  me  alone,  Don't  you  see  I'm  busy?  , 

if  '.ve  are  on  the  receiving  end  we  ask,  "".Thy  doesn't  the  light  turn 

green?"  It  is  all  a  matter  of  where  we  stand,  cgiw  j 


4 
There  are  nany  stories  of  wayward  children  and  wayward 
sons,  "but  none  more  forceful  than  the  one  I  read  recently  of  a  man 
who  threw  taunts  and  jeers  at  Christians  as  they  came  out  of  church. 
The  story  begins  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 
(Illustration  of  wayward  son  and  praying  Scottish  mother). 

Were  It  not  for  the  love  and  patience  of  a  mother  who 
did  not  give  up,  the  world  mi^ht  never  have  known  the  famous  Dr. 
Morrison,  not  would  it  have  known  the  other  brother  who  most  certainly 
must  have  been  an  influence  on  many  other  lives  as  well. 

Time,  time,  if  I  only  had  time  is  the  lament  of  a  popular 
of  several  years  ago.   But  we  do  have  time.   W*e  have  all  of  the 
hours  and  all  of  the  days  that  God  blesses  us  with.   It  is  not  a  matter 
of  how  much  time,  but  a  natter  of  how  wisely  or  how  foolishly  we  spend 
it.    Do  we  have  the  patience  to  accept  life  as  it  cones,  and  to  work 
in  it  the  best  we  £an?   I  believe  that  we  can,  if  we  are  willing  to 
oe  the  care  .and  keeping  of  our  lives  in  God's  hands.   Instead  of 
getting  up  tight  about  stop  lights  and  traffic  jams  and  all  of  the  other 
things  that  try  our  patience,  we  should  begin  to  look  at  each  event  as 
an  opportunity  for  Sod  to  work  in  us.   Instead  of  cryir  ,  '  hy  doesn't 
the  light  turn  -^reen?",  perhaps  we  should  ask,  "What  do  you  want  me 
to  do  now  G-Od?"   vstm^ijih  » fereHrirtayy'faMMtrfe-i-gTsri-irfcw  Isn't  it  beautiful  to 
read,  "So  Jacob  served  seven  years  for  Rachel,  and  they  seemed  to  him 
but  a  few  days  because  of  the  love  he  had  for  her,"  ?  Wouldn't  It  be 
beautiful  if  you  and  I  could  look  back  over  a  cert       -iod  of  years 
and  feel  they  were  just  a  few  days,  because  of  the  love  we  had  for  God?" 
let's  make  that  light  turn  ^reen  today. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UMITEO  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

ButLER,      PENNSYLVANIA 

Bov  Scout   Sunday  February  S,     1 976 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr*    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Mary   Dellen,    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    11:00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music;  "At  The  Church11  Pi  erne 

"Son  of  Hope  Wi  lson 

Please   remain   eilent   during  Organ  Chimes 
•Processional   Hymn  Mo,    399  "Lead   on,    0  Kino   eternal] " 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*ExHQRTATfON 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  "0  Goo  of  Pface,  who  through  thy 
Son  Jesus  Christ  didst  send  forth  one  faith  for  the 
salvation  of  mankjuk?;  bend  thy  grace  and  heavenly  blessing 
upon  all  Christian  people  who  are  striving  to  draw  nearer 
to  thee,  and  to  each  other,  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  and 
t  hi  the  bono  of  peace,   gl  ve  us  penitence  for  our  divisions, 
wisdom  to  know  thy  truth,  courage  to  do  thy  will,  love  that 
shall  break  down  the  barriers  of  pride  and  prejudice,  and 
an  answerving  loyalty  to  thy  holy  name.   suffer  us  not  to 
shrink  from  any  endeavour  which  is  in  accordance  with  thy 

WILL,   FOR  THE  PEACE  AND  UNITY  OF  THY  ChU«CH.    GlVE  US  BOLD- 
ness to  seek  only  thy  glory  and  the  advancement  of  thy 
Kingdom,  Unite  us  all  jn  thee  as  thou,  0  Father,  with 

THY    SON    AND    THE    HOLY    SPIRIT,     ART     ONE    God,      WORLD    WITHOUT 

end.   Amen." 
*Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*PRA I S£ 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lipb. 

•People^  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thv  praise 
•Doxolqgy   No.  55' 
Scripture:    I  Kings  2:  l-l£;   Luke  IS*  (5-17 
Hymn  of  the  Month  26^  "We  know  the  paths  wherein  our 
feet  should  press" 
•Affirmation  of  our  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Glori a  Patri 
"^all  to  Prayer 

*Pa$  ^r:   The  Lord  se  with  you. 


T 


•People:     And  with  thy  spirit, 
•Pastor!      Let  us   Pray 
•Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offer i no 

Offertory  "Forever'1  Spi  ndler 

The   Boy   Scouts  will  redeoicate  themselves   to   the 

Scout  Oath  and  Law  Vinroe. 

God  ano  Country  Awards-Brian   Pfabe,    Steve   Smith,    Rob 
Anthem       "My   Country   'Tib  of  Thee"  Heyser 

Sermon:  "THE!  RQVAL  TOUCH" 

•Hymn  of  Dedication  Nq.    2^h  "Jesus,    I    live   to   Thee" 
•Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Orqan  Postlude     "Magnify   the   Lord"  Nordman 

___„_„__  +Congregat 1  on   Standing  -   -  -  -    -  -  - 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have   seen  placed   by 

the  Nohach  Family  to  the"Glory  of  God". 
Serving  as   Ushers   today  are:      *Wally   Feoer,    John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,   Hero  Shearer   and   Steve  Vargo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,    Charles   Penar  will   represent  Council 

at    the    door    today* 
The  attendance   last  Sunoay  was    ISlk 

Nursery  will   be   provided   today   by  Mrs,    Bonnie  Vensel, 
Mrs.    Jean  Fencil  and   Lori    Shearer. 
^^ttospiTALtzED:      Ms.    Carol   Noel,    Mrs.   Martha   Derewecki  f/f*if£ 

Mrs,    Dessie  Dqugan,   Mrs.    Betty  JaILlet -/VZ/Jf^Xj^^y* 
^^   Tonight  -  7:OCL-9:O0  -  Youth   Fellowship 
^^  Saturday  -   J  :00  -  Sweetheart   Dinner  Dance   at   Saxonqurg 
^  Fire   Hall.      This    is   the   last  chance  to   get   your 

tickets    from  the  Charles   Fenar*s   and  David  McMillin's. 
Shirley   Link  would   like   to  express   her   thanks   ano 
appreciation    to    all    those    who    sent   or    shared.    thelr 
words  of   comfort  following   the  recent  death  of   her 

MOTHER. 

Feq.    2.2.    is  open  fo«  Alt  ah   Flowers   -  Contact   Bea   7a  J  t 
in   the  Office    if   you  would   like  to   have   this    Suwday. 
Don't  forget  to  pick  up   your  Yearbooks   in  the   sack 
of  the  Sanctuary.       If   you   picked   yours  up  at   the 
Congregational  Dinner  -  pick  up   a  correction   sheet- 
also  on  the   table    in   the   Sanctuary. 
^^m  A  Leadership  Workshop  will  be  held  Sun,    Feb.   22  for 
^^         Leaders  of   the  Church  and  Sunday    School*    with   Carl 
Beyer.      A  lunoh  hill  be   provided.      You   are  expected 

TO  BE  THERE  -  IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING  THE  WOR6H*P  SERVICE. 


"The  Royal  Touch" 
Text:  1  Kings  2:2b-3,  &  Luke  18:15 


WAl    TYITfrW.  AND  WHEREVER  TIIOU  TURHEST  TIIYoELF. 


AWD  THEY  BROUGHT  ITOTO  HIM  ALSO  INFANTS.  THAT  HE 
WOULD  TOUCH  THEM. 

fBov.r^pn-p^  f.aTTi  ,  ft.  conduct  hardest  subject) 
this  tru  all  us, any  yr, 
lif  Bgin  educat  B4  walk  until  deth,if  pers  want  gro 
w,.v^v.   srvPiTvhnra-.  (both  of  them) 

2  dif  kings  &  ea  The  Roy  Touch, 
Solo  say;  ruls  &.   regs  Js  say:Liv  no  rules 

regs, 
rewards  4  do  well  intang  lif  aft  deth 

contin  reign  erth  hvnly  reign  no  end 

situa  leav  Bhind  folio  perf  footstep 

get  revenge  lw  enemies 

Thus  vast  dif  &  can  G  scrips  relev  2  us  2day 
educ  syst  gear  2  reward  princip±educ=gd  30b, et£ 
hi  skul  grad  100M  over  dropout  &  col  grad  more 
Simil  Uav  tel  .Jolo,  get  edu=hous ,bank  acct  etc. 
This  conflic  Xpianity:  Js  say  peop  B  serv  2  mankind, 
B  unself ,luv  1  another,  must  B  ambit  but  within  reas 
anyl  without  ambit  lik  watch  no  spring 
2  oft  career  choic  Wat  4  me?  Wat  can  I  get? 
insted,  "How  can  I  help  mankind?" 

&  C  sq  peg,rd  hoi, teach, dr, law, janit, plum, minis 
We "ask  wat  gon  wrong?  Why  society  as  is? 
Wat  wrong  youth? 
flllus  Gen  Booth  &  predict  long  ago  J 
ife  elimin  relig  from  lifs  y  protec  minor 
Why?  So  they  no  hav  sumthin  offens  2  them 
We  surround  by  minority  8s  Bcuz;  them  throw  all  out 
Lik  thro  bab  with  bath  water 
] robs  societ  2day  Bcuz  parent  neglect  obligs 
feed,  cloth,  &   this  all,  examp  drop  off  SS  &  lv, 
rent  shud  set  examp  all  things 
Many  us  empathize  Dav  speak  2  son, Bcuz  we  hav  2 
But  also  need  bring  childs  2  Touch  of  Sav 

T.  i   shud  shar  with  childs, 
But  can  only  do  if  we  kno  Master, 
We  all  hav  need  "The  Royal  Touch. 


"The  Royal  Touch" 

Text:  IKings  2:2b-3, 
Luke  13:15 

thou  strong  therefore,  and  show  thyself  a  man,   And  keep  the  charge  of  the 
uocd  thy  God,  to  walk  in  His  ways,  to  keep  His  statutes,  and  His  commandments, 
and  His  ordinances,  and  His  testimonies,  as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Hoses, 
that  thou  mayest  prosper  in  all  that  thou  doest,  and  wherever  thou  turnest 
thyself. 

And  they  brought  unto  Him  also  infants,  that  He  would  touch  them; 

A  young  boy  brought  his  i^Kpjaxfc  final  report  card  home  from  school  and  showed 

it  to  his  very  proud  dad.   As  the  father  looked  at  the  card  he  smiled  with 

satisfaction  for  the  boy  had  done  very  well.  "But  why  did  you  get  all  these 

check  marks  in  conduct,"  the  father  asked?   "I  don't  know  Dad,  I  guess  jrhat 

this  year  conduct  was  my  hardest  subject. " 

I  suppose  we  could  all  make  this  statement,  and  really  mean  that  conduct  is 

our  hardest  subject  in  any  year.   We  learn  after  not  too  many  years  ak  in  this 

world  that  we  must  live  and  act  in  a  certain  way.  Life  takes  on  an  air  of 

education  when  most  children  are  not  even  walking,  and  continues  until  the 

ay  ofl  death,  if  a  person  really  looks  at  life  in  this  perspective. 
Our  scripture  for  this  morning  is  a  good  example  of  this.   If  we  look  at  the 
story  of  David  speaking  to  Solomon,  we  can  see  that  he  is  teaching  his  son. 
David  tells  oolomon,  (read  text).   He  is  striving  to  educate  him  in  the  ways 
of  being  a  good  ring.   Hegardless  of  what  David  may  have  done,  or  what  we 
read  about  him,  David  was  a  good  king.   He  was  a  sinner  like  everyone  else, 
but  he  ruled  his  people  with  heart  and  soul.   He  strayed  from  God  through 
his  immorality  with  Baths Bhba,  but  he  repented  and  became  God's  man  again. 
We  can  probably  picture  the  scene  of  an  aged  father  speaking  confidentially 
to  his  beloved  son.  Solomon  was  probably  standing  or  seated  in  the  presence 
of  his  aged  father.   David  perhaps  was  propped  up  in  bed  so  he  could  speak 
more  comfortably  to  his  son.   David  does  not  pull  any  punches,  he  quite 
frankly  admits  that  he  is  very  soon  going  to  die.   He  tells  ^olomon  of  the 

>romise  of  God  to  him  that  his  seed  should  continue  on  the  throne  of  Israel. 
He  tells  Solomon  some  of  the  blemishes  of  his  life  in  sharing  how  some  of  his 
is^siiKi  leaders  had  been  shamelessly  slain.   He  reminds  Solomon  that  it  was 
Joab  who  had  done  jrhis  and  Solomon  is  asked  to  avenge  the  deaths  of  these  men. 
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He  reminds  his  son  of  the  people  who  have  been  good  to  him  and  asks  oolomon 

return  goodness  to  them.   Solomon  is  asked  to  use  wisddm  and  discretion 
in  his  reign.   It  was  probably  at  this  point  that  Solomon  resolved  to  be 
wise,  and  perhaps  when  he  was  asked  by  God  what  gift  he  wanted,  he  remembered 
his  father's  words  about  being  wise.   So  David  passes  from  the  scene,  but  noj 
before  he  has  had  the  chance  to  put  his  final  royal  touch  on  his  beloved  son. 
But  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke  we  read  a  short  incident  about  children  being 
brought  to  Jesus  so  he  could  touch  them.   Although  this  incident  is  not 
strictly  related  to  the  other  one,  we  see  that  here  too  is  to  be  seen  the 
"Rojral  Touch."   Jesus  was  not  acclaimed  at  this  point  in  time  as  a  king,  but 
a  king  nevertheless  He  was.   There  must  have  been  something  about  Him  that 
caused  people  to  want  their  babies  and  children  to  be  blessed  by  His  touch. 
HEEKxmxxraxttnix±H?[HX*BXEHXB±  But  isn't  His  touch  also  instruction  and  ed- 
ucation? 

ow  here  we  have  two  incidents  of  two  different  kings.   Each  of  them  is 
—  earthly 

giving  "The  Royal  Touch."   One  king  speaks  of  rewards  for  doing  well.   The 

other  speaks  of  intangibles  such  as  life  after  death.  One  king  speaks  of 
keeping  set  rules  and  regulations.   The  other  speaks  of  living  a  life  without 
a  complicated  set  of  rules,  and  by  simply  loving  all  you  meet  along  life's 
way.   One  king  speaks  of  a  continuing  reign  on  earth  of  a  line  of  succession 
that  God  will  bless.   The  other  king  speaks  of  a  heavenly  reign  that  will 
have  no  end.   One  king  speaks  of  repairing  the  damaged  lives  and  situations 
he  is  leaving  behind.   The  other  king  speaks  of  following  in  His  perfect 
footstpps.   One  king  speaks  of  getting  revenge  over  his  enemies,  the  other 
king  speaks  of  having  no  enemies  and  loving  each  other. 

Thus  we  see  the  vast  differences  between  the  two  kings.   But  if  we  look  at 
these  two  scriptures  in  the  light  of  our  present  world,  we  can  see  that  they 
re  as  rsssis  relevant  for  us  today  as  they  were  when  they  were  written. 
If  we  look  at  our  educational  system  today  we  see  that  it  is  geared  to 
producing  men  and  women  who  are  motivated  by  a  reward  principle.   By  this 
I  mean  that  from  the  first  grade  on  up  through  college,  the  basic  premise  is 
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that  you  must  be  educated,  and  when  you  are  educated  you  will  be  rewarded  by 
e      ood  paying  .job,  and  you  will  be  able  to  reap  all  of  the  benefits  that  go 
with  the  distinction  of  being  educated.   A  few  years  ago  they  were  telling  us 
that  if  a  person  completed  High  School,  that  graduate  would  earn  approximately 
100,  000  more  than  a  dropout.   And  a  college  graduate  would  earn  that  much 
more  than  a  High  School  graduate  in  a  lifetime.   In  this  then,  we  can  draw  a 
parallel  to  what  David  was  telling  Solomon.   If  you  do  this  and  this,  and 
follow  this  course  you  will  be  repaid  handsomely  with  a  house,  cars,  bank 
accounts,  and  all  of  the  other  material  things  that  go  with  the  successful 
completion  of  education. 

But  what  is  sadly  lacking  in  this  approach  is  that  it  conflicts  with  the  basi:: 
principles  of  Christianity  and  what  it  is  supposed  to  stand  for.   Christ  en- 
larged the  popular  success  patterns  of  His  day.  He  said  that  people  should 
amount  to  something  and  they  should  be  unselfish  and  sacrificing.   This  was 

mean  that  we  do  not  live  for  self,  but  that  we  live  so  the  world  is  a 
better  place  for  our  being  here,  after  we  are  gone,   tfe  are  to  be  of  service 
to  mankind.   We  all  know  that  the  urge  to  amount  to  something  should  be  a 
part  of  our  life.   Anyone  without  some  afcxixsii  ambition  of  some  sort  is  like 
a  watch  without  a  spring.   But  our  desire  for  success  must  amount  to  more 
than  ,just  the  selfish  desire  to  get  ahead.   We  must  be   otivated  out  of 
concern,  and  love,  and  compassion. 

Too  often  the  choice  of  a  career  is  motivated  by,  "V/feat's  in  it  for  me?   V/aat 
can  I  get  out  of  it?"  ,  rather  than,  "What  can  I  do  to  help  mankind?" 
Look  around  at  all  the  square  pegs  trying  to  fit  into  round  holes  and  you  will 
see  what  I  mean.   We  can  point  to  any  field  and  see  this  whether  it  be  school 
teachers,  doctors,  lawyers,  plumbers,  electricians,  janitors  or  ministers. 
We  look  at  our  society  today  and  we  question  what  has  gone  wrong.   Why  so 

.ny  young  people  in  trouble  with  the  authorities,  whther  it  be  the  police, 
or  school  officials,  or  parents?,  './hat  has  happened  to  change  things  so 
drastically?   General  William  Booth  made  a  prediction  a  long  time  ago. 
(Illustration  Irophecy  of  20th  century) 


This  prediction  although  written  many  ye.^rs  ago  has  strangely  come  to  pass. 

We   ave  succeeded  in  erasing  many  vestiges  of  our  religion  from  many  areas 

of  our  lives.   And  why?   So  we  can  protect  the  minority  from  something  that 

they  feel  may  be  offensive  to  them.   We  always  seem  to  be  surrounded  by  the 

minority,  that  group  of  people  who  will  not  conform  to  what  is  being  done  or 

taking  place  in  many  areas.   XsxKX^xft3m^^SHx±HXHxxxKfeHx;5)[BKxaii&txfc:teK^xxxK& 

XHxk&xKXXKrassbctoa  And  because  of  them  we  end  up  throwing  everything  away.   We 

never  seem  to  be  able  to  do  anything  in  half-way  measures,  it  must  always  be 

too  little  or  too  much.   7e  end  up  throwing  the  baby  out  with  the  bath  water, 

as  the  saying  goes. 

Much  of  the  problems  of  society  today  are  caused  by  the  lack  of  concern  and 

control  of  tka±KxEk±i5tESH:x  children  by  the  parents.  Too  many  parents  feel  they 

have  fulfilled  their  obligation  if  they  provide  food,  clothing,  and  shelter 

for  t  eir  children.  Parents  who  are  not  providing  a  good  Christian  home  in 

v,  zh   biblical  principles  are  used,  are  robbing  their  children  of  what  God 

demands  from  us.   We  cannot  expect  our  schools  to  provide  all  of  the  spiritual 

training  which  should  and  must  rightfully  come  from  the  home.   It  is  the  duty 

of  the  parent  to  see  that  children  are  instructed  religiously  at  home,  and  to 

see  that  they  attend  Sunday  School  and  Church.   The  parent  who  brings  the 

child  to  Sunday  School  and  then  takes  off  to  read  the  morning  paer  and  have 

coffee  is  doing  that  chi&d  a  disservice.   j?or  it  makes  that  child  think  that 

at  the  proper  age  this  is  the  thing  to  do.   xsxxxEsxirxt  The  parent  should  set 

the  pace  by  bringing  the  child  and  staying  for  Sunday  School  and  Church. 

asxKKii 

;&K*XWSXfcKXBXXEKHXXX!£XKXiHKX±HXa&HBfc±HKX8m£x±KXBX 
feK&KKXKX±XXhSXxfeKKK)HKXXmHXfflKKhXHXXaXim^±±E:fcXM±:fcftxitaK^ 

I  believe  that  many  of  us  can  empathize  with  King  David  in  speaking  to  his  son 
as  he  did  and  instructing  him.   Many  of  us  have  tried  to  instruct  our  children 
;   right  from  wrong  and  we  can  understand  what  is  being  said  in  this  portion 
of  scripture.   But  we  also  need  to  bring  our  children  for  the  touuh  of  the 
Saviour  as  well. 
(Illustration  of  The  Touch  of  The  Master) 
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This  is  what  we  need  to  share  with  our  children.   But  we  can  only  do  so  if 
we    ->w   and  have  this  touch  in  our  lives.   We  all  have  need  of  "The  Royal 
Touch." 


ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 
Sixth  Sunoay  After  Epiphany        February  15,  I976 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Di hector 
Ellen  Master,  Randy  Oellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  I  I lOO  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Asper" 

Please  remain  silent  during  organ  chimes 

•Processional  Hymn  No.  3?3  "Glorious  things  of  thee  are 

spoken" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  {In  Unison)  "0  Goo.  our  Shepherd,  give  to 
the  Church  a  new  vision  ano  a  -Jew  charity,  new  wisdom 
and  fresh  understand  ins,  the  revival  or  her  brightness 
aw  the  renewal  of  her  unity!  that  the  eternal  message 

OF    THY     Son,     undefILEO    BY    THE    TRADITIONS    OF    MEN,     MAY    BE 
HA  I  LEU    AS    THE    GOOD    NEWS    OF    THE    NEW    AGEi     THROUGH    HIM    WHO 
MAKETH    ALL    THINGS     NEW,     JEBUS     CHRIST    OUR    LqRD.         Am£N," 

•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  ano  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   Mo.  55 1 
Scripture!        John  fi:  I-IL 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.  26U  "We  know  the  paths  wherein  our 
feet  should  press" 
•Affirmation  of  Our  Faith   (Statement  of  Faith)  - 

in  the  front  couple  of  pages-  hymnal 
•Sloria  Patri 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People:  Ano  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:  Let  us  Pray 
•Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertjry     "Andante"  Volckmar 

) 


Anthem:    "Nothing    19    T«PoSBtF'LET1   0*RiTanF  saxophone   - 

Sermon:  "METEREO  MANNA"  Rot-    T™""<^ 

♦Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   2PI      "My  faith  looks  up  to   Thee" 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Pjstluoe  "Postluoe"  Cramer 

---------  'Congregation  Standing  --  —  ---* 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have  been  placed   by 

Mr.   &Mrs.    Clyde  Wachsmuth    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones". 
Serving   as  Ushers  today  are!     'Robbie  Vinroe,    Bob 

□ellen,    Brian   Pfabe,    Steve  Smith  anb  Chris   Pfabe. 
Phisident  and  Mrs.   Paul   Pfabe  will  represent  Council 

at   the   door   today. 
Nursery  will  be   provided  topay  by:     Mrs.    Dru   Rensel, 

Mrs.   Doris  Zavacky,    and  Patty  Babehohe. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was    I70. 
Hospitalized!      Earl  wogan  ~$i&;   Amy  Vahgo   -323! 

Mrs.   Mildred  Brown-WO;   Richard   Nicholas  -  373- 

Our   old   friend  Mr.   John  Chuhra   is   out  of  the  hospital 
wow,    however,    i    am  sure   he  would   enjoy   hearing   from 

MEMBERS     OF    St .     PAUL'S     -    AdO«EBS      IS     BflX    3^,     KaRNS     CiTY, 
Penna.     I60UI. 

Ms.    Carol  Noel   is   out  of   the   hospital  and    is   with  us 
tooay  -  she  would   like  to  thank  all  of  those   that 
sent  cards  and  '/ell  wishes. 

Today  -    Immediately  after  the  Service  this  morning  - 
a  meeting  of  all  those  going  to  the  seminar    in  pitt- 
SBURGH   on    Feb.    23* 

Tonight  -  6:30-7:00  -  Youth   Choir  Practice. 

Tonight  -  7:0O-9;O0  _  Youth   Fellowship  meeting. 

Thurs.   -   IOjJO  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  Meeting  -  Bring 
a  back   lunch. 

Thurs.   -  6130  P.M.   -  Butler  Area  Laymen's   Association 
meeting  at   St.    John's  UCC.      Members   of   the  associa- 
tion   ARE    URGED    TO    TAKE    YOUTHS    Of    THEIR    CHURCH    TO 

hear  the  special  program.     tickets  are  available  from 
Bill  Pflugh   for   the  dinner. 
A  Leadership  Workshop  will  be  held   Sunday   Fes.   22 

FOR  LEADERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  ANO  SuNOAY  SCHOOL,  WITH 

Rev.   Carl  Beyer.      A   lunch  will  be   provided.      If   you 

ARE  A  TEACHER  OR  OFFICER  FROM  THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL  OR 
A  MEMBER  OF  COUNCIL,  YOU  ARE  EXPECTED  TO  BE  THERE 
IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING  CHURCH  SERVICE  NEXT  SUNDAY. 

Welcome  visitors/  2  Illus  Liv  Bibles   +        ) Green 
.    Bibles  aqf&rt  -    #&-75 


ate red  Manna" 
Text:  John  6:9 

?H  ■■■>?,   Tfl   A   LAD   FERE.    WHO   HATH    5   BAP^  ^.Y  T.r  ..wn.M    /m  n   ? 
3Ja        EI3HE,;;    BljT"    '.HUT  ARE   THEY   AMONG   SO   MANY? 

Scripture:  John  6:1-14 

3ed  "irip  &  thril  acct  feed  5M  ft  perhap  echo  TEXT 

.  How-cud  happen?  Examn  S3  teach  &■  'hoy1Mnrtnnpj  ft. ...hambn-pg 

This  event  furth  elaborat  G  car  4  peop  bak  2  Moses 
16th  Chap  'Ey-  TOfTCrrT"^T?HaT|Ptnn-r.T.rlwtwf.-p-ry  pmi-fr  VfiRtfirda 

Gompar  this  Metered  Manna  Se  feed  5M  in  Jn, 
Ex  cry  2  B  fed        cp    Jn  cam  4  spirit  food  ft 
"   complain        Jn  didn/got  physical  as  well 

fcher4  Can  C  sum  insites  our  day  &  age 
' In  Jn  G  provid  4  peop  wen  need  ft  this  we  tak  4  grant 
go  thru  day  nev  think  G  giv  oxy, job, clothes, etc 
many  thing  ft  no  p;iv  thanks, yet  He  continu  giv 
fpinH  man  ft  KTvnr^Qw  ay  l-ifl 

Man  knew  G  involv  this,&  dramatic  incid  G  providence 
But  G  giv  ea  every  day  2  ea  us 

If  look  Ex  Bliev  G  Div  Provid  nother  mor  startle  way 
mak  compar  us  &,  Isites,hura  natur  no  change  4M  yr 
Still  impatien, demand, untrust ,unBliev  proms  G 
Develop  SHOW  ME  attitude 
But  2  Bliev  prov  G,plac  squar  His  hand  ft  let  tak  car 
Dwn  way, own  time 
2  G  ft  kno  noth  imposs  with  G  requir  our  faith, 
Faith  He  can  ft  will  provide 
(Jllus  woman  ft  broken  p^ifc'i 
Again, dramat  illus  wat  G  can  ft  duz  do, 
MayB  sum  sceptic  ft  say  co incid  ft  stupid  think  other 
t  who  2  say? 
I  B-ra.ev  it  nother  examp  Metered  Manna  of  G 
G  provid  enuf  ft  2  spar 
Andrew  look  fish  ft  loaves  8>baskfBut  wat  R  they  monr; 

so  many? 
norma  quest , but  look  incid  I sites  0  told  gather 
enuf  4  ea  day 
Thus, requir  G  children  2  step  out  faith 
Our  Manna  may  appear  2  B  meter  at  times  perhaps, 
But  wen  entrust  all  2  Lord, can  know  He  will  provide 
Need  hav  this  trust  our  livs,&  in  our  church 
Reipiir  let  go  petty  ego  that  keep  from  entrust  G 
As  suml  1nce  say,  "LET  GO  AND  LET  GOD" 
Or^y  then.C  provid  G  our  livs  ft  lif  of  church  ft  know 
f   m  G  we  ea  receiv  METERED  MANNA. 


—  "Metered  Manna" 

Text:  John  6:9, 

There  is  a  lad  here,  who  hath  five  barley  loaves  and  two  small  Sishes;  but  what 
\         they  among  so  many 2 

.oripture:  John  6:1-14 

read  in  our  Scripture  this  morning  the  thrilling  miracle  of  the  feeding  of 
5000.   When  we  ponder  this  event  we  perhaps  cannot  help  but  marvel  at  what 
took  place  and  perhaps  echo  the  words  of  the  disciple  Andrew,  (read  text). 

■e  was  this  vast  throng  and  how  could  these  few  loaves  and  fish  feed  so 
many?  A  Sunday  School  teacher  was  teaching  a  class  on  this  miracle  and  when 
she  told  how  Jesus  had  fed:  the  large  crowd  with  five  loaves  and  two  fish,  one 
little  boy  felt  that  perhaps  Jesus  should  have  handled  it  in  a  different  way. 
He  raised  his  hand  and  asked  the  question,  "Why  didn't  Jesus  take  them  all  to 
McDonalds  and  buy  them  hamburgers?"   Incidentally,  this  really  happened.   But 
as  remarkable  as  this  event  is,  I  believe  that  it  is  merely  a  further  elaboratio 
of  how  God  had  shown  His  people  His  love  and  care  for  them  many,  many  years 

:ore  in  the  time  of  Hoses. 
Let  us  turn  to  the  16th  chapter  of  Exodus  and  see  what  I  am  trying  to  say. 
Beginning  with  the  1st  verse  we  read  that  the  Israelites  had  now  journeyed  into 
the  wildreness  of  bin,  and  this  was  in  the  middle  of  the  second  month  after 
bey  had  miraculously  escaped  from  Egypt.  But  now  they  were  beginning  to  com- 
plain about  the  conditions  around  them.   They  were  saying  that  they  wished 
they  were  still  living  back  in  Egypt,  and  when  they  had  plenty  to  eat  and  how 
nice  they  had  it.   They  were  merely  exaggerating  what  they  believed  to  be  the 
case.  They  had  forgotten  that  they  were  merely  slaves  in  Egypt.  They  had 
forgotten  that  they  did  not  have  flesh  pots,  because  a  fleshpot  was  literally 
a  kettle  full  of  meat ,  and  meat  was  a  luxury  that  slaves  and  common  people  did 
not  enjoy.   They  had  forgotten  about  the  quotas  of  bricks  they  were  to  m„ke 
with  little  or  no  straw  and  how  hard  their  Egyptian  taskmasters  were. 

neon  once  said,  "Today  is  the  tomorrow  you  worried  about  yesterday."   For 
the  Israelites  this  was  that  today  they  had  thought  about  when  they  first 
crossed  the  Red  Sea.  This  was  the  realization  that  here  they  were  in  this 
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seemingly  God  forsaken  wilderness  and  their  chances  of  survival  looked  bleak 
a  dim.  The  slavery  of  Egypt  loomed  ever  larger  as  being  the  better  choice 
between  two  evils. 

30  the  Lord  spoke  to  Moses  and  told  him  what  He  was  going  to  do,  vss  4,5. 

es  passes  this  on  to  the  people  and  assures-cthem  that  God  has  heard  their 
ourmerings  and  their  murmerings  were  actually  not  against  Moses  and  Aaron,  but 

inst  God,  vss,  7,8,   Moses  instructs  Aaron  what  he  is  to  tell  the  people, 

and  God  speaks  out  of  the  cloud  to  Moses  and  tells  him  what  be  is  to  tell  the 

people,  vss  9-12.   And  then  in  the  first  evening  the  Israelites  received  their 

first  meat  in  the  form  of  Quails,  and:-in  the  morning  they  are  able  to  harvest 

the  Manna  God  supplied  as  their  bread,  vss  13-16.   We  are  told  that  some  gather- 

vs  17. 
ed  more  and  some  gathered  less.   But  the  stran  e  thing  about  it  was,  that  no 

matter  how  much  each  one  gathered  they  all  had  the  same,  vs  18.   So  from  this 

we  see  that  their  manna  was  Metered.   God  had  xnjax  not  only  supplied  their 

fj&    oa/jt 

d,  but  He  "Metered"  their  Manna,  so  that  HB&ms   received  a  little  and  others 
^  A 

received  more  than  their  share.   The  chapter  then  goes  on  to  state  the  gather- 
ing of  Manna,  and  the  Sabbath  observance  concerning  it  and  so  on. 
But  what  I  would  like  to  compare  is  the  "metered  Manna,"  as  told  here  with  the 
feeding  of  the  5000  in  the  gospel  of  John.   In  both  instances  we  see  what  is 
supposedly  a  hopeless  situation.  How  could  food  be  provided  for  these  5000 
people  assembled  to  hear  the  preaching  and  teaching  of  Jesus,  and  how  could 
these  thousands  of  Israelites  possibly  find  food  enough  in  this  vaste  barren 
wasteleand?   But  as  is  so  often  the  case,  God  is  able  to  supply.   Nothing  is 
impossible  with  God. 

When  we  compare  these  two  incidents  we  see  that  in  the  account  of  Exodus,  the 
people  clamored  to  be  fed.  They  cried  out  because  of  their  concern  for  their 
needs.  But  in  the  ^ospel  account,  the  kiKKxaajHExxH^  people  came  for  spiritual 

id  and  received  not  only  that  but  physical  food  as  well.   They  were  not 
complaining  from  hunger,  nor  were  they  asking  to  be  fed.   Thus  I  believe  we 
can  see  some  insights  which  can  apply  to  us  in  our  day  and  age. 
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/n  the  account  of  the  feeding  of  the  5000,  we  can  see  that  God  provides  for 

children  when  there  is  a  need.  This  is  something  we  take  so  much  for 
granted.   We  go  through  our  days  #hxk  many  times  never  thinking  that  God  is 
supplying  us  with  oxygen  to  breath,  jobs  to  work  at,  friends  to  help  us  sha-e 
the  load  of  life,  families  and  children.  Manny,  many  things  for  which  we 
may  never  give  thanks.   Yet,  He  continues  giving  and  giving. 

(Illustration  of  man  driving  car  fe  Sparrow  striking  him  in  side  to  save  life) 
This  man  knew  that  the  hand  of  God  was  in  this  incident.  This  is  a  dramatic 
incident  of  God's  providence,  but  we  also  know  that  God  is  silently  giving  to 
each  of  us  each  and  every  day. 

In  the  incident  to  be  found  in  the  story  in  Exodus,  I  believe  that  we  see  this 
Divind  Providence  in  another  more  startling  way.   If  we  compare  ourselves  to 
the  Israelites,  we  can  readily  see  that  human  nature  has  not  changed  drastically 
in  the  4000  years  or  so  that  have  intervened/  We  are  still  impatient;  we  are 

111  demanding;  we  are  still  untrust'ng;  and  we  are  still  unbelieving  when  it 
comes  to  the  promises  of  God.   We  feax  too  have  developed  a  "show  me"  attitude. 
But  a  true  belief  in  the  providence  of  God  means  that  we  place  things  sqaarely 
into  His  hands  and  then  let  Him  take  care  of  it  in  His  own  way,  and  in  His 
own  time.   To  see  and  to  know  that  nothing  is  impossible  with  God,  requires 
our  faith.   Faith  that  He  will,  and  that  He  can  provide. 
(Illustration  of  woman  &  the  broken  scales) 

This  again  is  a  dramatic  illustration  of  what  God  can  and  does  do.   Perhaps 
some  people  may  be  SKS^fcxKxatoHHi  sceptical  about  this  and  scoff  that  anyone 
was  stupid  to  even  consider  that  God  had  a  hand  in  this.   It  could  be  a  very 
strange  coincidence,  but  who  is  to  say?   I  believe  personally  that  it  is 
still  another  illustration  of  the  "metered  Manna"  of  God.  God  always  provides 
enough  and  to  spare.   Andrew  looked  at  the  five  loaves  and  the  two  fishes 

i  asked  the  normal  human  question,  "What  is  are  they  among  so  many?"   And 
probably  many  times  we  have  looked  at  what  we  have  and  asked  a  similar  quest- 
ion.  But  when  we  compare  that  with  the  incident  of  the  Israelites  we  see  they 
were  told  to  go  out  and  to  gather  enough  for  each  day.   Thus  we  see  that  it 
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requires  God's  children  to  step  out  in  faith.  Our  manna  may  appear  to  be 

?red  at  times  perhaps.   But  when  we  entrust  it  all  to  the  lord,  we  can 

know  that  He  will  provide. 

We  need  to  have  this  trust  in  our  individual  lives,  and  we  need  to  have  it  in 

the  Church.   It  requires  that  we  let  go  of  our  petty  little  egos  that  keep  us 

from  entrusting  all  to  God.   It  is  as  someone  has  once  said,  "let  go  and  let 

God."   Only  then  k±±±  can  we  see  the  providence  of  God  in  our  lives,  and  in 

each 
the  life  of  the  Church,  and  know  that  from  God  we  receive,  "Metered  Manna." 


ST*    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Penna, 
Seventh  Sunday  After   Epiphany  Fes.   22,    1 9/6 

The   Rev,    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Rev.    Carl   Beyer,    Guest  Minister 
Mrs.    Cyndie  Syoert,    Youth  Choir   Director 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Ellen  Master,    Ranov  Dellen,    Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  1*00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Air"  Bach 

Selections   from   "Northern  Sketches"   Stickler 
Please   remain  silent  during   organ   chimes 
'Processional  Hymn   No.    65      "'This    Is  my   Father's  WoffLo" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*Ej4HOPTATl  on 

'Confession  (In  Unison)  "Eternal  God,  how  often  we  have 
prayed  f3r  the  coming  of  thy  kingdom,  yet  when  it  has 
sought  to  come  through  us  we  have  sometimes  barred  th 
way;  w1e  have  v-'anted  it  to  come  in  others,  but  not  in 

OUR  OWN  HEARTS.   We  FEEL  IT  IB  WE  WHO  STAND  BETWEEN 
MANlS  NEED  AND  THEE  J  BETWEEN  OURSELVES  AND  WHAT  WE 
MIGHT  9E ;     AND  WE  HAVE  NO  TRUST  IN  OUR  OWN  STRENGTH,  OR 
LOYALTY,  OR  COURAGE.   0  GIVE  US  POWER  TO  LIVE  THY  WILL, 
AND  SEEK  THY  KINGDOM  FIRST  OF  ALL.    AmeN. " 

•Kvrie  (Cmifi,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      !0   Lord   open    sur  lips, 

•People:      And   our  mouth  shall   show  forth   thy   fraI.se 
•Dqxology        Mo.    5!>T 
Scripture!      Psalm  g;       IsAtAH  53'    l*"9i      Matthew  25l3'*^5 
Hymn  of   the  Month  No*    264-   "We  know  the  paths  wherein 
3ur  feet   should   press* 
•Affirmation  of  Our   Faith  (Apostles'    Creeo) 

•Gloria  Patr I 
•Call  to  Prayer 

•Pastor:      The   Lord   be  with   you. 
•People:      And  with  thy   spirit. 
•Pastor?      Let  us   Pray 
*Prayer   and  Pray eh  Response 

I 


Cqncone 
Youth  Choi 


Cl llon 


Offering 

Offertory       "Andant i no" 
Anthem:  "They'll  Know  We  Abe  Christians" 
Sermon:  "LIVING  WITH  A  VISION" 

*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  jS      "Goo  is  Love" 

*BENED^TroN    AND     THREE     FOLD     AMEN 

Organ  Postlude        "Ceremoni  al  March11 
-----'-»--   *congpegat  ion    standing    ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &  Mns*  Earl  Wogan  in  memory  of  Lois ^"Fathers- 
Mr,    John  Teetb. 

Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Dqn  Kingsley,    Darvl 
Tait,    Jc-hn  Dheher,    Gary  Penar   and   Righard  Mangel, 

Elder   and  Mrs.    Howard  Bolam  will  represent  Council  at 
the   poor   today. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Virginia  Mangel, 
Linda  McMillin   and   Lynne  Bqsko» 

The   attendance   last  Sunday  was   215- 
i Today   right    after  the  Sfrvice  -  Rev,    Carl  Beyer  will 
conduct   a   Leadership  Workshop.      Lunch  will  be    /.jc, 
provided.      Council  mem&ehs,    Church  School  Teachers"^— & 
and  Officers   are    expected   to   be   there.      fitKL     j  P  ■  I 

Hospitalized:     Mr  +   Orrin   Campbell,    Mr.    Carl  Hoi     ei 


^^  Don't   forget  the  changes   on  the   Constitution  are 
r        on   each  bulletin  board    and  they  are  highlighted    SO 
IT    CAN   BE    easily    found.       The    CqNBT 1  TUT L QN    wjll    re 

voted  on  March  7' 
Next  Sunday  -  All  Undershefherdb   are   asked  to   pick  up 

their  material  after  the  Church  Service  and  to   be    in 

the  hands  of  the  congregation  sy  no  later  than  march 

3  —  Ash  Wednesday. 
Weo,   -  7:30-  Golden  Circle  meeting  -  Bring   Scissors. 
^    Every  Sunday  evening  -  7-9  -  Youth   Fellowship  Meeting. 
Every   Thursday  evening   -  J  -  Bible  Study. 
WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER   -  will   be  March   5,    at    I  :30  at 

North   Strfet  Christian  Church.      The  topic  will  se 

"Latin   American  Women",      There  will  be   special  music 

and    the  offering  wfll  go   to   parc. 
"^  The   "Design  for  Successful   Li  viNGF'SLTdlNAR   at  Pjtts- 

BURGH  WILL  BE  TH  i  S  COMING  WEEK.    THERE  IB  STILL 
*■*    RJlM  FOR  MORE  PEOPLE  IF, ANYONE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  ATTEND.. 

Can   re^,   until   Tues,    24/   Welcome    L-arl  visits 

Need:dane  rurrn, dishes, bedding»silverware  ,odds   ends 
^.Vietnamese  fa 


/?&? 


a '-ft-. 


•host  and.  Found." 


Luke    15:6,      y^   'HT.rT   T--|.-.   g/^gjH  TTOKE; ,    HT-    nALT.TCTTT   TO- 
GETHER HIS  FRIENDS  AND  NEIGHBOltSa .   SAyInIj  UM'1'0   THEM. 

At!/'  I.OEJTl'U  ilE:    FUR  1  HAVE  aWlVii  hi  'JHEEl-'  'WHlUh1   WAS 


J}^,  ■ — 

'ID  ""  Mp-hi-fl-hinn  brw  ^  -|_ost  boat") 

-  T:._j  wafc  Js  talk  "bout  simple  "story  lost  sheep 

In  fact  told  3  story,  sheep/coin/lost  son 
Read  last  of  _  TEX  .' : 
Exegete  scrip 
Sinners  &.  tax  collectors,  ALL 
Deatraetors  vs  2,  cp  K.  Ku.lh.man  etc.  Opp  Js  face 
He  tell  3  story,  hut  we  deal  with  1 
Quest?  vs  4?  Expl  sheps  So  how  look  4  sheep, etc 
Vs  5»  mayB  wounded , lame ,  thus  carry 
Vs  6  call  2  re,joice  with  him,  Lost=APOLLCMI 
means  marred, lost , strayed 
If  MARRED, mean  stain  T taint  .thus  SILL 
Js  imply  deeper  mean  &  out  in  open  4  all  sinners 
Here  answer  2  thoz  quest  ministry  among  them 

HE  GOME  2  SAVE  LOST  SIHWERS  &  giv  ea  opp  cum  2  G 
Many  interps  hut  f  ouna:  new  'I , 

(Vnem    nf  lost  shftftT)') 

It  impera  we  car  4  lams  as  well  as  sheep, 
B  concern  4  adult  &  4  yg  peop 
Must  shar  salv  &  bring  2  fold, or  lose  yg  peop  2 
This  formula  4  Church  Js  Xp,  seek  lost, change  thos 
inside  fold 
He  said  mission  2  seek  lost  sheep  Israel  but  they 
rejec  &  He  turn  2  Gentiles 
Message  4  us  2day,but  Strang  enuf  many  no  want 
hear  or  accpt  Bcuz  realiz  they  must  chang  &  no 
^-want  2  do 

This  mak  us  look  at  selves  as  sinners  in  need 
4givness  such  as  Js  Xp  provid  thru  suff  &  deth 
(End  q-p  /^ory  nf  i-'t-frie  hoy  &  lost  boat) 
This  story  lost  sheep  as  well 
We  Blong  2  G  Bcuz  He  mad  us,&  we  Blong  2  G  bot  us 
Bot  us  with  price,  took  place  on  Calvary  shed  blud 
Js  Xp 
"Ince  again  Lent,  &  need  proper  eelationship  with  G 
If  strayinfejgud  time  we  cert  fd  shepherd 
Now  good  time  get  rt  relationship, 

"   we  no  guilty  make  lambs  stray  by  our 
life 
"     "     "  change  all  this 

stand  by  &  serch  &  seek  lost  sheep  who  stray. 
Letr  us  look  4  Him  &  hav  His  voice  speak  2  our  harts 
".-  livs,i=  let  us  joyusly  hear  voice  say  bout  us, 
Re.joic  with  Tn^4  J  lT"r  fH  ™r  ^'p^  which  was  Inrt. 


"Lost  And  Found." 

Text:  Luke  15:6,   AND  WHEN  HE  COMETH  HOME,  HE  CALLETH  TOGETHER  HIS  FRIENDS  AND 

NEIGHBORS,  SATING  UNTO  THEM,  REJOICE  WITH  ME;  FOR  I  HAVE  FOUND 
MI  SHEEP  WHICH  WAS  LOST. 

A  young  boy  took  a  piece  of  wood,  and  very  painstakingly  carved  it  until  he  had 
it  shaped  and  formed  just  right.   Then  he  carefully  sanded  it,  painted  it,  and 
added  the  finishing  touches  to  it.   './hen  he  had  all  this  done  he  had  completed 
a  nice  little  boat.  So  he  decided  he  would  launch  his  boat  and  he  took  it  to  fehe 
nearby  river  to  sail  it.   He  placed  it  near  the  shore  and  the  boat  bobbed  and 
floated  atop  the  water  as  far  out  in  the  stream  as  the  string  attached  to  it 
would  take  it.   But  as  it  reached  the  current  toward  the  middle  of  the  stream, 
the  rapid  flow  of  the  water  suddenly  pulled  the  boat  out  of  his  grasp,  and  the 
boy  could  only  stand  helplessly  by  and  watch  it  sail  down  the  river  out  of  sight. 

Time  went  by  and  one  day  the  little  boy  was  in  town  on  an  errand  for  his  mother 
abd  he  stopped  in  front  of  the  window  of  the  store  selling  all  sorts  of  odd 
things  as  boys  will  do.   And  there  in  the  middle  of  the  window  was  a  very  familiar 
and  forgotten  item.   There  was  his  boat.   Naturally  he  rushed  into  the  store  to 
get  it  br>ck,  but  alas  the  storekeeper  informed  him  that  the  only  way  he  could  get 
it  was  to  pay  a  price  for  it.  The  little  boy  sadly  pulled  the  few  coind  out  of 
his  pocket  and  placed  them  on  the  counter,  but  they  were  not  enough.   S  he  ran 
out  of  the  store  and  on  to  his  home  to  tell  what  he  had  found. 

This  is  a  vivid  illustration  of  something  being  lost  and  then  found.   This  is 

what  Jesus  was  talking  about  when  he  told  the  simple  little  story  of  the  sheep 

which  had  gone  astray.   This  is  what  He  was  saying  in  the  story  of  the  woman 

lo   lg  a  coin  and  searching  for  it.   This  is  also  what  lie  was  saying  when  he  told 

-  chapter  of 

the  story  of  the  prodigal  son  in  the  following  portion  of  this  scripture.  The 

words  Jesus  ueed  were,  "Rejoice  with  me;  for  I  have  found  my  sheep  which  was  lost. 

And  likewise  the  woman  called  others  to  rejoice  with  her,  and  the  happy  father 

called  to  others  to  rejoice  with  him  on  finding  his  son  again. 

But  let  us  look  at  just  the  incident  of  the  lost  sheep  and  see  what  is  being  said 

all 
here.   First  verse  we  see  that  the  tax  collectors,  or  publicans  as  they  were 

called,  and  SftK  sinners  came  to  hear  him.   Just  how  many  are  identified  as  sin- 
ners is  not  told.  But  if  we  revert  back  to  the  word  all,  it  could  very  easily 
be  saying  all  the  tax  collectors,  and  all  the  sinners. 

But  as  is  so  often  the  case  when  Jesus  spoke  and  taught,  his  detractors  and 
those  who  did  not  believe  Him,  came  and  murmereg  against  Him  and  His  work.   This 
is  so  typical  of  any  good  work  whether  it  is  religion  or  public  works.   Some 
pe   le  just  gather  around  to  knock  it  without  ever  bothering  to  investigate 
what  it  is  all  about.   A  good  example  that  I  can  think  of  is  the  now  concluded 
ministry  of  Kathryn  Kuhlman.   Here  was  a  woman  preacher  who  was  maligned,  made 
the  butt  of  jokes  on  nationwide  TV,  called  a  crook,  a  fake,  and  all  sorts  of 
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other  titles.   But  the  majority  of  those  who  have  scoffed  and  sneered,  and  poked 
f   at  her  ministry  have  never  even  bothered  to  check  her  out  to  see  if  what 
they  were  saying  was  true. 

This  is  the  type  of  opposition  Jesus  faced.   He  was  surrounded  by  those  who 
would  hide  in  the  crowd  and  HH±y  had  only  one  idea  in  mind  and  that  was  to 
find  fault  with  Him,  and  try  to  overthrow  his  ministry.   But  then  we  see  how 
Jesus  deals  with  bothe  the  sinners  and  the  scoffers.   He  tells  them  3  stories 
to  illustrate  His  point.   Perhaps  He  thought  He  was  dealing  with  some  real  hard 
heads,  and  so  to  really  elaborate  He  had  to  prove  His  message  by  re-iteration. 
So  very  basi  ally  and  simply  He  begins  by  asking  them  about  a  very  common  oc- 
cupation and  one  of  the  hazards  attached  to  it.  Almost  anyone  who  owned  sheep, 
or  who  knew  of  shepherding  was  aware  that  the  shepherd  was  not  content  if  one 
of  the  sheep  became  lost  or  strayed,  until  he  had  determined  what  had  happened 
to  it.   Jhepherd  were  a  group  of  people  who  cooperated  with  one  another.   They 

yj   often  watched  each  others  flock  in  order  to  cive  each  other  a  rest  or  a 
chance  to  tend  to  the  immediate  needs  of  a  few  sheep  while  the  others  grazed 
and  moved  about.   It  was  a  common  practice  for  the  shepherds  to  come  in  from 
the  fields  with  one  shepherd  isasixjqf;  bringing  home  not  only  his  own  flock,  but 
that  of  one  of  his  friends,  because  that  particular  shepherd  was  out  looking 
for  a  lost  or  s; rayed  sheep.   They  would  await  anxiou&ly  for  the  return  of 
that  shepherd  to  determine  if  he  had  found  the  lost  sheep.   The  shepherd  would 
search  for  the  sheep,  and  if  unable  to  find  it,  he  would  look  for  the  remains 
of  its  fleece  so  that  he  knew  it  had  been  devoured  by  wild  animals. 
Thus  we  see  when  Jesus  said,  vs  3,  the  shepherd  would  bring  the  sheep  back  on 
his  shouldres.  Many  times  this  was  because  the  sheep  had  sprained  a  leg  or 
twisted  its  foot  being  caught  in  a  gully  or  between  two  rocks.   Thus  it  could 
not  walk  properly,  and  so  it  was  carried  lovingly  by  the  shepherd. 

3n  the  shepherd  had  returned  home,  vs  6,  he  rejoiced  in  finding  his  lost 
sheep  and  he  wanted  to  share  this  tjoy  with  his  friends.   3o  he  calls  them  to 
him  and  says,  "Rejoice  with  me;  for  I  have  found  my  sheep  which  was  lost." 
Now  the  word  for  lost  in  this  instance  and  in  most  other  instances  in  which 
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Jesus  used  it,  was  the  Greek  word  Appllumi,  which  meant  marred,  lost  or  strayed. 

So   'is  then  that  we  can  see  if  it  meant  marred,  it  had  to  do  with  something 

tainting  the  sheep,  or  marking  it  in  another  way.   Here  we  see  the  underlying 

theme  which  Jesus  is  trying  to  convey.   He  is  xsqtxrcgxfchai  implying  that  there  is 

a  deeper  meaning  here,  and  He  makes  this  quite  obvious  when  he  relates  this 

story  to  100  sinners.   Here  is  the  full  implication  out  in  the  open  for  all  to 

see.   Here  is  the  story  for  sinner  and  tax  collector  alike.   Here  is  His  message 

for  the  Scribes  and  the  Pharisees,  and  those  who  would  question  His  ministry 

among  them.   He  was  saying  that  He  had  come  among  them  to  save  the  lost  sinner 

and  give  each  one  the  opportunity  to  know  the  Father  in  a  new  way. 

I  am  sure  that  we  have  heard  all  sorts  of  interpretations  of  this  parable,  but  I 

believe  there  is  one  interpretation  that  most  of  us  have  never  applied  to  this 

story.   I  was  reading  a  very  interesting  piece  of  poetry  about  this  story  which 

was  written  by  an  unknown  author,  and  this  is  what  he  say. 

Q   ustration  of  sheep  ,,-1006  of  2400  Scripture  outlines,  etc.) 

So  here  we  see  that  it  becomes  imperative  upon  us  to  not  only  look  out  for  the 

sheep,  but  to  care  for  the  lambs  as  well.  If  we  neglect  the  full  grown  sheep, 

we  are  neglecting  the  little  ones  that  come  along  after  them.   It  means  that  we 

are  not  only  to  have  a  concern  for  the  adults,  but  to  be  equally  concerned  for 

to  the  adults 
the  young  people  coming  along  as  well.   If  we  neglect  to  reach  out  to  bring  them 

xasrfc  into  the  fold,  and  to  present  to  them  God's  answer 'for  salvation  through 

Jesus  Christ,  we  are  not  only  going  to  lose  them,  but  will  lose  the  young  people 

of  their  families  as  well.   Jesus  was  giving  to  the  people  of  His  day,  and  for 

His  church  which  was  to  come  after,  the  formula  for  taking  care  of  His  sheep. 

He  was  aaying  to  be  not  only  concerned  with  the  sheep  who  are  in  the  fold  and 

who  are  not  straying,  but  to  be  concerned  with  those  who  have  strayed  and  are 

lost.   He  told  the  Jews  that  His  mission  was  to  seek  the  lost  sheep  of  Israel, 

h   they  did  not  want  to  hear  this,  and  so  His  message  was  expanded  to  the 

Gentiles  of  His  day.   And  strangely  enough  His  message  is  for  us  today,  and  yet 

there  are  those  who  do  not  want  to  hear  it,  or  accept  it  Ks  when  it  is  presented 

to  them,  because  it  makes  them  look  at  themselves  as  they  really  are.   And  that 
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Is,  as  a  sinner  in  need  of  forgiveness  such  as  Jesus  Christ  provided  through 

Hi   suffering  and  death. 

The  story  of  the  little  boy  who  lost  his  boat  and  siAi/it  in  the  ifindow  did  not 
end  with  his  running  home  to  tell  about  it.   He  asked  his  father  for  the  needed 
money  to  make  up  what  he  did  not  have  and  then  he  rushed  back  to  the  store  to 
b#y  it.   How  his  little  heart  raced  as  he  Paid  the  price  and  reclaimed  his  little 
boat.  As  he  'walked  out  of  the  store  the  little  fellow  was  heard  to  say,  "How, 

little  boat  you  are  twice  mine  you  are  mine  because  I  made  you,  and  mine 

because  I  bought  you." 

This  is  the  story  of  the  parable  of  the  lost  sheep  as  well.   We  kxk  belong  to 

God  because  He  made  us,  and  we  are  God's  because  He  bought  us.   But  we  ass 

only  belong  to  God  completely  when  we  recognize  that  we  were  created  by  Him, 

and  that  we  wk   have  been  bought  with  a  price.   The  transaction  took  place  on 

Calvary  with  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Once  again  as  we  turn  our  thought  toward  another  Lenten  season,  let  us  get  our 

lives  in  a  proper  relationship  with  God.   If  we  have  been  straying  from  His  fold 

and  are  not  quite  certain  that  we  have  been  found  by  the  shepherd,  now  would  be 

a   iod  time  to  think  this  through  and  make  the  move  necessary  to  change  all  of 

this.   If  our  lives  have  not  been  completely  what  we  would  like  them  to  be,  and 

perhaps  we  may  be  guilty  of  some  lambs  straying  because  of  how  we  live  or  act, 

now  would  be  an  appropriate  time  to  change  this.   But  whatever  the  circumstance, 

let  us  be  aware  that  the  shepherd  is  standing  by  tea  searching  and  seeking  the 

lost  sheep  and  lambs  who  have  strayed.   Let  us  look  for  Him,  and  have  His  voice 

speak  to  our  hearts  and  lives,  and  let  us  joyously  hear  His  voice  saying  about 

us,  "Rejoice  with  me;  for  I  have  found  my  sheep  which  was  lost." 
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"The  Inheritance:  Heritage" 

Text:  Exodus  6:8b  And  I  will  give  it  you  for  an  heritage. 
Romans  8:16-1?a  The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we 

are  the  children  of  God:  and  if  chlidren,  then  heirs;  heirs  of  God,  and 
-  joint  heirs  with  Christ. 

Galatians  4:7,  Wherefore  thou  art  no  more  a  servant,  but  a  son;  and  if  a 
son,  then  an  heir  of  God  through  Christ. 

Just  a  few  words  of  explanation  of  our  Lenfcten  theme  for  this  year.  We  loo-: 
to  the  |israx±$HpcifeK  ministry,  the  suffering  and  death  of  Jesus  Christ  at  this 
time,  and  we  strive  to  see  what  message  God  had  intended  for  mankind  in  this 
portion  of  His  Word.  There  are  many  subjects  we  could  explore,  and  the  sub- 
ject is  so  profound  that  we  could  not  possibly  run  out  of  ideas  to  pursue. 
Therefore,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  choice  as  to  what  God  is  really  speaking 
to  our  hearts  about.   One  thing  I  have  always  felt,  and  that  is  the  Old  and 
the  New  Testaments  are  not  separable.   By  this  I  mean  that  both  the  Olr"  and 
the  New  Testaments  combined,  tell  of  the  salvation  God  wrought  for  mankinC 
from  the  beginning  of  time,  and  which  actually  culminated  in  the  death  and 

surrection  of  Jesus  Christ.   Therefore,  we  need  to  search  both  Testaments 
to  seek  this  out. 

If  you  have  read  your  Lenten  folder,  you  will  have  noted  my  explanation  of 
this,  plus  the  schedule  of  services.   Under  the  schedule  of  services  is  listed 
the  sermon  subject  for  each  Wednesday  and  Sunday,  and  the  days  of  Holy  Week. 
Along  with  each  subject  is  the  specific  text,  from  which  we  will  be  seeking 
to  draw  some  conclusions  pertaining  to  the  subject  of  Inheritance. 
I  am  sure  that  when  we  speak  of  inheritance,  there  are  many  who  have  differing 
views  as  to  what  is  being  said.  Usually  when  we  think  of  an  inheritance,  we 
are  talking  about  something  that  is  left  to  the  survivors  in  B   family.   In 
the  Old  Testament  in  the  book  of  Exodus  we  can  read  fcfes  not  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  God,  but  instead,  the  first  will  and  testament  for  His  people 
Israel.  In  the  6th  chapter  are  listed  a  series  of  "I  Wills,"  by  Almighty 

,d  to  His  people.  After  reading  the  6  promises  of  "I  Will,"  from  God,  we 
come  to  the  last  and  ?th  one,  which  we  are  going  to  use  as  our  firsrt  text 
tonight,  and  this  is  the  last  part  of  the  0th  verse  of  chapter  6.   ,/e  read, 
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"And  I  will  give  it  to  you  for  an  heritage:  I  am  the  Lord." 

re  God  is  stating  that  all  He  ill  be  fulfd    I  by  Him. 

He  is  setting  forth  these  things  amst  as  His  promises  to  His  followers.   And 
after  all  idn't  a  will  a  promise  to  do  something  for  someone?  Rev.  Coy  who 
taught  the  family  seminar  we  attended  last  week,  said  he  would  like  to  make 
out  his  will  in  a  different  way,  and  enjoy  seeing  the  shocked  lofeks  on  his 
survivors  faces  when  it  was  read,  WT  Larry  Coy  being  of  sound  mind,  spent  it 
all."  Well,  God  is  not  saying  this.  He  is  saying  that  here  are  the  things  I 
am  going  to  do  for  you,  and  finally  all  of  this  is  yours  as  a  heritage. 
And  when  we  realize  all  that  the  Israelites  went  thorugh  and  come  to  the  Hew 
Testament,  we  understand  what  it  was  God  was  giving  as  an  heritage. 
The  Apostle  Haul  in  writing  about  the  life  and  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ , 
saw  in  this  story  something  that  was  not  seen  by  the  other  Gospel  and  Epistle 
writers.  1  aul  saw  all  of  this  salvation  histroy  as  being  a  heritage  to  us 

■om  God. 
In  the  two  portions  of  Scripture  which  we  read  this  evening,  he  wrote  first 
to  the  Romans,  "The  ..Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirits  that  we 
are  the  children  of  God:  and  if  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and 
joint  heirs  with  Christ."   And  in  Galatians  he  wrote,  "Wherefore,  thou  art 
no  more  a  servant,  but  a  son;  and  if  a  son,  then  an  heir  of  God  through  Christ 
Paul  was  thinking  in  terms  of  the  world  in  which  he  lived.   He  was  using  the 
Romans  and  the  Greeks  as  his  ilustrations  for  his  writings.   Adoption  was 
something  that  was  taken  very  seriously  in  the  Roman  world  in  particular. 
And  Paul  uses  this  adoption  as  the  basis  for  his  thinking.  In  a  Roman  family 
the  son  never  came  of  age.  ®o   matter  how  old  he  was,  the  father  was  still  in 
control  of  him.   So  in  order  for  a  Roman  son  to  be  adopted,  It  meant  that  he 
passed  from  the  control  of  one  father,  to  the  absolute  control  of  another 

ither.   Thus  adoption  was  a  very  serious  step  to  take.   There  were  4  basic 
steps  this  adoption  took.   Hirst:  the  adopted  person  lost  all  rights  in  his 
old  family,  and  became  a  legitimate  member  of  the  new  family.   Second:  the 
adopted  person  had  as  much  inheritance  coming  to  him  in  the  new  family  as  any 
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ather  member  of  that  family,  even  though  he  was  not  born  intothat  family. 

ird:  all  the  old  life  of  the  adopted  person  was  wiped  out  and  erased.   All 
old  debts  were  cancelled  as  though  they  never  existed.   ?ourth:the  adopted 
person  was  literally  and  absolutely  the  son  of  the  new  father. 
A  good  exampl e  of  this  was  the  Emperor  Claudius  who  wanted  Hero  to  succeed 
him  as  Emperor  and  so  he  adopted  him,  even  though  they  were  not  blood  relative: 
And  Nero  wanted  to  marry  Gctavia  the  daughter  of  Claudius ,  who  now  became  his 
sister  because  of  the  adoption.   They  were  not  blood  relations  but  under  the 
law  were  brother  and  sister.  So  the  oenatecpassed  special  legislation  so  they 
could  get  married. 

To  carry  this  yet  further  Faul  points  out  that  God's  Spirit,  bears  witness 
with  our  spirit  that  we  are  the  children  of  God.   His  reason  for  pointing  this 
out  was  that  ±±xifes  the  adoption  ceremony  was  carried  out  in  front  of  7  witnesi 
Nov/  if  the  adopting  father  died,  and  a  dispute  arose  as  to  the  right  of  the 

opted  son  to  share  in  the  inheritance ,  one  or  more  of  the  7  original  wit- 
nesses came  forward  to  swear  that  this  adoption  had  taken  place. 
So  want  Paul  was  pointing  out  to  people  who  became  Christians,  was  that  they 
once  were  a  part  of  another  family.   The  family  was  one  made  up  os  sin.   The 
family  of  the  father  of  this  world,  Satan.   But  God  in  His  mercy,  through  the 
sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  upon  the  cross  as  the  substitute  for  us,  brought  us 
from  sin  and  death  to  forgiveness  and  eternal  life.   All  of  the  past  is  can- 
celled, the  slate  is  wiped  clean,  and  we  begin  ail  over  again  in  the  family  og 
God,  when  we  accept  Christ  as  our  iJaviour. 

This  means  then  that  we  begin  a  new  life,  and  that  we  also  at  this  point  be- 
come sons  of  God,  or  His  children.   As  .ions,  or  as  achildren,  we  become  heirs 
to  what  God  has  provided.  And  the  heirs  in  this  sense  gain  as  their  heritage 
life  eternal.   The  ,joy  of  having  Chirst  live  within  our  hearts  and  lives.   The 

rgiveness  of  our  sins  when  we  come  to  Christ  and  confess  our  sin  and  partake 
of  the  symbolic  observance  of  His  suffering  and  death,  in  the  form  of  Communio 
This  is  the  picture  Paul  gives  us.   A  picture  nor  of  our  earning  this  inheir- 


itance  or  of  even  deserving  it.  But  because  of  the  love  and  mercy  of  God, 

:  receive  it. 
This  is  the  overall  picture  of  this  "Inheritance"  which  we  will  look  at  each 
week.  Shxh*!*kxx£h  Let  us  now  join  together  around  Christ's  table,  and  let  us 
together  partake  of  the  elements  symbolizing  His  body  and  blood  for  the  for- 
giveness of  our  sins,   let  us  cone  to  His  table  together. 


ST,  paults  united  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

BUTLER,     PENNBYLVANI  A. 


FiftST   Sunday    in  Lent 


March  7,    1976 


The  Rev*  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr,  .Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Shelly  Hockenserpiv,    Mark   Fry   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    H:QQ  A.M. 
Prelude  Music;  "Lenten  Prelude"  RebIkqff 

"Lamb  of  God11  Bizet 

Please   remain  3 j lent  durtng   organ   chimes 

•Processional  Hvmn   No.     I         "Holy,    Holy,    Holy!" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*Exhortat I  ON 

*CoN^a9ioN    (In   Unison)    "0  Merciful   Father  ,    who    IN  compass  u 
for  your  sinful  children  did  send   vcur   son  j&3u3  christ 
to   be  the  Saviour   of  the  world;   grant  us  grace  to  feel  and 
to  lament  our  share   in  the  evil  which  made   it  needful  for 
him  to  suffer  and  to  die  for  our  salvation.     help  us   by 
belf— denial,    prayer,    and  meditation  to   prepare  our  hearts 
for  deeper  penitence  and  a  better   life,      and  give  us   a 
true   lqnfilng  to   be   free  from  bin,    through   the  deliverance 
wrought  by  jehus   chrjst   our  only  redeemer.      amen.  if 

*KYR I  £       (ChQ  !R ,   CONGREGAT  ION  AND  PaSTOR) 

^Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

*Pr*I BE 

*Pastor  I      '0  Lord   open  our   lipg, 

*Peqple:      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  pra*be 
*Doxolo6V  No.    55'  :  £nPLA,f     Jcrf/f/Vsie?) 

Scripture:  Luke  Ul    I U— 32  |     £  4  /?    c  ,gyfc.  J 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.     12$      "Thou  oTost   teach   the  thronging 

people" 
♦Afftrmation  of  Our   Faith        {Afcbtles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
•Call   to    Prayer 

*Pabtcr:      The   Lord  he   with  you.  ~P-t7'       A/*../-*- 

""People:      And  with  thv  spirit. 

*Pastor:      Let  ub   Pray.  /A        //VT    £,/?&£- 

•Prayer   and   Prayer   Response 


Offer  1 Nfi 

Offertory  "Ari  oso'1 


Paktqn 


Anthem:        "Holy  One,    Divine   Redeemer"  Hamblen 

Tenor  Solo,      Ralph   T.    Taylor 
Sermon:  "The    Inheritance:      Freedom" 

pRAYEfl     AND     LoRorS     PrAVER 

•Hymn  of   Dedication  No.    2^3   "Make  me   a   captive,    Lord,™ 
•Beneoiction  ano  Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude  "Pqstluoe"  Hamblen 

^^tplease  be  seated  -  the  changes  £}n  the  up-oated 
i^~    Constitution  will  be  read   ano  gone  over   for   approval) 

^W     --------    *CoNGREfiAT I  ON    STANDING    ------- 

'   The  Lovelv  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  seen  placeq  by 
Mrs.  Doris  Augeloni  IN  memory  of  her  "Mother"  - 
Mrs.  James  Polliard. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are!  "Allen  Qotacchi,  John 
Redman,  Dan  B03KO1  Robert  Knauef*  and  Charleb  Penar. 
f*  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fry  will  represent  Council  at 

the  door  TODAY. 
The  attendance  last  Sunpay  was  2O3. 

Nursery  will  he  provided  today  by:  Mrs.  Betty  Pfabe, 
Mrs.  Barb  Vargq  and  Linda  Pfabe. 
*J»Today  -  3:00  -  The  Pastor  and  ARC  Class  will  go  to 
*00'^     Sugar  Creek  Rest  Home  for  a  Service.   They  will  meet 
here  at  the  Church  at  3:15  P*M-   Anyone  wishing  to 
go  i s  welcome. 
"^    Tonight  -  7""9  ~  vouth  Fellowship. 
^^  Tueb.  -  9'i30  P.M*  -  Volleyball  -  St,  Pauls  gymn  - 

COME  OUT  AND  BE  A  PART  OF  THE  TEAM  THAT  BEATS  St-  MARKS. 

^  Weo.  -  7:30  -  Lenten  Service    "Door"  -  John  SO;/-? 

Thurs*  -  7:00  -  Bible  Stuoy 
^  Fri.  -  6:30  -  WQRK  NIGHT  AT  THE  CHURCH  ~  The  two 
*  offices  are  to  be  painted;  sills  in  the  Sanctuary; 

BRING     ALL    THE    NECESSARY     ITEMS,         THE    Wm.      PfLUSH!S     ANO 
ALV1N    TaIt's     ARE     IN     CHARGE    OF     THIS     FUNCTION.         We    ALSO 
HAVE    A    GOOD     TIME     AND     LQTB     qf     FELLOWSHIP,      ALSO      LUNCH. 

The  Sutler   Intermediate  High   School  presents  M*A*S*H 
on  March    12   awo    IJ.      Curtain   time:    S : 1 5   P,M.       Tickets 
on  bale  at  the  door  at  $1.00  students  and  #1.75  adults. 
Phone   ahead   for    tickets   ano    information  -  235^3278 
or  2S7-3950. 

J.    W.    Harmon  and  Ken  Westzel  have   tickets    for  Men's 
Good    Friday    Breakfast. 

Mar,    9  -  Bible  Study   on  "Ruth"   Rev.    Wm.    Hudson  - 
!  Cliff&ide   Apartments      (See  bulletin  board)   fc       others./ 

tf     /ft  ,  .        . 


"The  Inheritance:  Freedom" 

Texts:    Ex  6:6a,    .H\H.iH-  .j/tY  UK?   Til  ■:  CHTLDRFW   OF   Li^LttL. 
l_i m   Tinr.  T/isn,    J?,   t    ^ILL  BRING  U   OUT  FROM  TOLDE.;   TIE 
Bii      :-TIB    OF    TH-   EGp'l'TAKil.  '        " ' 

Luke   /i--?-!,/-   r;i:  tv.hm   :-'   .;■■"  n:?    ph. ■:!■•,    PfiT  '.   J./r   lo  Tlil.; 
SCr       fjiffi" FULFILLED   IN    YOTIR   EARF.. 


Inheritance  subj  wat  G  prom  wil  lv  children 
Ex  6=7  I  Wills .  &  think  thez  as  Inheirtance  2  cum 


+   sai?ifis"I    AK'S   by  Js    jlpi    .Tnhn    &  this   Lent   messages 
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Sundays  wi  11  ~bA  t  '.■jtt.t.f,  ft  how  &  accomplish  them, 
weeadays  I^MB  of  Js  &  how  He  heir  sent  by  G 
2day  Text  READ.  G  ray  He  set  free.  &  no  long  slaves 
Ut  tell  cleliv  or  Isites,but  time  aft  time  Bcum  slave 
But  G  have  plan  4  peop  8s  predict  deliverer  2  cum 

I  We  kno  this  Js,but  wonder  wat  peop  thot  &  did  advent 
of  Js  &  B  right  on  spot  wen  He  came? 
How  wodely  birth, lif e , ministry  known,  we  no  know 
prob  not  hav  2  much  impact  on  2  many  peop 
Thus  aft  30  unevent  yrs  Js  Bgin  preach, 

read  lie  attract  atent  &  cum  home  2  Naz    Synagogue 
Exegete  scrip:  visit  3yn  as  custom;  ask  2  read,  scrip 
porb  set  by  G,  He  1^ p A T)  it,&  sat  down. 
Rabbis  taught  this  way  &  we  get  Prof  chair  from  this 

Then  Js  point  other  scrips  2  show  other  prophs  no 
accept  either, &  G  can  only  work  in  few  select  peop 
Js  taken  out  2  B  stoned, but  He  escape 
fning  wnman^yrnofi,  77H  bracelet  -error  in  telegram") 
Js  stopped  in  mid  prophecy, Comma  followed  &  men, 

"Thfi    rtav    r>f    TOnw.ann.ft    nf    fflir    Gprjl  - " 

;.s  hav  2  do  2nd  coming  &   this  later,  He  talk  of  nt 
itow,  1st  coming. 

Wat  Js  say  is  that  this  their  JNI-TKHTTaUCEi  FREEDOM 
Not  Freedom  from  taskmasters  ,~but  Freedom  from  bonds 
ofl  sin,  sin  held  mankind  its  grip  &  he  no  overcum  it 
Xpian  Gh  2day  show  recog  Freedom  cum  from  Xp 
2  long  denorns  8s  churches,;-,  indivs  kept  quiet  that  Xp 
was  supposed  center  their  congregs  ft.  livs. 
2  many  hav  felt  &  feel  thretened  wen  Galv  as  offer 
by  G  thru  Js  Xp  mentioned  or  alluded  2 
But  4  thoz  who  kno  Xp  &  acknowledge  Him  .uord  &  3av. 
it  joy  to  revel  in  Freedom  which  He  bring  in2  livs 
This  our  Inheritance  from  G,&  we  sav.  Thanks  B  2  G 
who  given  us  Freedom  thru  Js  Xp  our  Lord. 


"The  Inheritance:  Freedom" 

Texts:  Exodus  6:6a  Wherefore  say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  I  am  the  Lord,  and 
I  will  bring  you  out  from  under  the  burdens  of  the  Egyptians. 
Luke  4:21,   And  He  began  to  say  untothem,  this  day  is  this  scripture  ful- 
filled in  your  ears. 

We  are  and  will  be  dealing  with  "The  Inheritance",  a  subject  involving  what  God 
promised  He  would  leave  to  His  children.   We  find  the  major  emphasis  on  this  in 
the  61d  Testament  book  of  Exodus,  where  in  the  6th  chapter  God  speaks  of  7  "I  Wills 
Using  these  as  God's  first  will  and  testament,  and  thinking  of  them  in  terms  of 
being  an  inheritance  to  come,  we  combine  them  with  the  words  of  Jesus  as  found  i 
different  parts  of  the  Gospel  of  John  where  Jesus  says,  a  series  of  "I  Ams,"  and 

we  have  the  basis  for  our  Lenten  messages.   The  Sunday  messages  will  be  dealing 

weekday 
with  the  "I  Wills,"  of  God  and  how  He  accomplished  them,  and  the  atarcbiEKdax  mess- 
ages will  be  dealing  with  the  "I  Ams,"  of  Jesus  and  how  He  was  the  heir  sent  by 
God.  I  say  all  of  this  by  way  of  introduction  to  those  who  may  be  visiting  with 
us,  and  to  those  who  were  unable  to  attend  our  first  service  on  Ash  .Jednesday, 
God  ~-Toke  to  Moses  before  He  accomplished  all  He  did,  by  predicting  and  promising 
that  He  was  going  to  intervene  miraculously  in  the  lives  of  the  Israelites. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  6th  verse  of  the  6th  chapter  of  Exodus  God  promises, 
"Wherefore  say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  I  am  the  Lord,  and  I  will  bring  you 
out  from  under  the  bondage  of  the  Egyptians."  God  is  stating  that  these  Jewish 
people  were  going  to  be  freed  from  their  bondage,,   They  were  no  longer  going  to 
be  the  slaves  of  the  Egyptians. 

When  we  read  the  plagues  sent  by  God  upon  the  Egyptians ,  culminating  in  the  death 
of  the  all  the  first  born  and  the  institution  of  the  Pqssover,  and  how  the  Israel- 
ites were  delivered  from  the  Egyptians,  we  see  that  God  kept  His  promise  to  them. 
But  as  we  go  through  the  remainder  of  the  Old  Testament  we  find  that  time  after 
time  the  Israelites  revert  back  to  their  old  life  and  become  slaves  again  on 
different  accasions.  But  in  all  of  this  God  still  had  plans  for  His  people. 
Thrr-gh  His  prophets,  freedom  and  deliverance  was  predicted  from  time  to  time. 
The  people  looked  with  an  expectant  air  for  a  deliverer  to  come  forth  from  their 
ranks  and  to  lead  them  to  victory  over  all  of  their  enemies. 
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,'e  have  the  advantage  of  knowing  what  God  did  as  recorded  in  the  Gospels.   But  I 

ofti   wonder  just  what  the  people  who  lived  during  the  time  of  Jesus  thought  and 

did.   Vie  read  for  instance  of  the  miraculous  conception  of  Jesus  in  Luke,  and 

how  He  was  born  in  a  stable  and  shepherds  and  wise  men  came  to  see  Him.  But  just 

how  widely  this  was  known  or  received  is  not  told.  Prom  all  indications  it 

must  not  have  made  much  impact  upon  too  many  people. 

Therefore,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Jesus  after  30  seemingly  uneventful  years 

HHrsitgxfchRXiiREt^iK  during  which  He  must  have  been  preparing  Himself  begins  a 

public  ministry  in  Galilee  xks.   Here  He  must  have  attracted  some  attentionas 

a  preacher,  and  He  returns  to  His  hometown  of  Nazareth  where  some  of  this  fame 

preceeds  Him.   We  read  that  on  the  S-lbbath  day  He  went  to  the  Synagogue  as  was 

or  someone  who  was  noted  as  a "preacher 
His  custom.   Usually  a  visitng  dignitary  was  asked  to  read  the  Scripture  for  that 

day.   The  choice  of  Scripture  KHSXK^xtisxtiiExiH!i±K:±±aa:i  for  this  particular  day 

may  or  may  not  have  been  selected  by  Jesus.   Usually  it  was  a  stated  portion 

and   soever  rsi  read  it,  did  not  have  a  choice.   I  like  to  think  that  as  with  all 

things  of  God,  this  was  preplanned  by  Him,  and  Jesus  appearance  at  this  time  in 

this  Synagogue  was  all  part  of  God's  plan  and  timetable. 

But  one  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  the  people  who  were  there  that  day  to  hear 

the  scripture  read,  and  to  have  it  interpreted  for  them,  were  not  prepared  for 

all  of  the  events  which  followed.   Jesus  stood  up  to  read,  and  the  scroll  of  the 

book  of  Isaiah  was  handed  to  Him,   He  unrolled  it  to  the  portion  of  Scripture 

which  we  know  as  the  61  st  c'apter  and  He  began  to  read.   (read  verses  13,19) • 

Then  He  sat  down.  itexx&xdiixfcxsKs^iiiHfcxSKXjraxxHjiiyxxiaxEKaei:  It  was  the  custom 

for  the  person  who  was  honored  to  read  the  scripture,  to  expound  upon  that 

Scripture,  but  it  was  done  while  seated.  Thus  the  interpretation  of  verse  20, 

which  states  that  all  eyes  were  fastened  on  nim.   The  teaching  from  a  seated 

position  which  was  done  by  Rabbis  and  other  Jewish  scholars,  is  probably  where 

we    rive  the  tertj  for  a  professor  in  a  college  or  university, "the  professors 

chair."  Or  a  #Chair"  being  provided  for  a  certain  professor. 

But  whatever  the  case,  Jesus  read  this  scripture,  dat  down,  and  then  thoroughly 

startled  His  hearers  by  what  He  said.  He  said,  "This  day  is  this  scripture  fuj- 
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filled  in  your  ears."   Then  follows  a  discourse  in  which  Jesus  points  out  t0 

Hi   learers  some  other  portions  of  Scripture  which  showed  that  other  prophets 

of  Sod  were  not  accepted  either,  and  only  a  few  selected  people  accepted  what 

God  could  and  would  do.   This  of  course  made  them  ^ngry,  and  we  read  they  took 

Him  out  to  the  edge  of  the  city  to  kill  Him,  hut  He  escaped  from  them. 

(Illustration  of  woman  in  Europe  and  telegram  ^bout  bracelet) 

■here  is  one  thing  in  the  reading  of  this  portion  of  scripture  from  Isaiah 

that  needs  to  be  pointed  out.   It  is  the  fact  that  Jesus  did  not  read  all  of 

the  scripture  involved.   Isaiah  wrote  v/hat  Jesus  read,  but  the  phrase,  "To 

preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,"  did  npt  end  it.   Following  the  word 

Lord,  there  is  a  comma,  and  then  follows,  ""And  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God; 

to  comfort  all  who  mourn."   "The  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God,"  had  to  do  with 

the  second  corai     '  the  Lord.   Therefore  Jesus  stopped  His  reading  before  this 

because  He  was  not  proclaiming  Hia  second  coming,  but  His  first  coming.   ,Jo 

we  can  see  in  this  that  God's  plan  was  being  fulfilled,  and  when  Jesus  spoke 

th   this  was  being  done,  and  this  was  a  part  of  their  Inheritance,  which  was 

their  Freedom,  Freedom  not  so  much  from  a  bondage  to  taskmasters  and  slave 

owners,  but  Freedom  from  the  bondage  of  sin.   The  bondage  that  had  held  all  of 

mankind  in  its  grip  and  man  was  unable  to  overcome  it. 

It  is  encouraging  to  see  signs  within  the  Christian  Church  community  of  the 

recognition  of  the  freedom  that  comes  from  Christ.   Too  long  denominations  and 

churches,  and  in  particular  the  individual  members  of  Christian  churches  have 

kept  it  quiet  that  Christ  was  the  supposed  center  of  their  congregation  and 

their  lives.   Too  many  people  have  felt,  and  feel  threatened  when  Salvation  as 

offered  by  God  through  Jesus  Christ  is  mentioned,  or  even  alluded  to. 

But  for  those  who  know  this  Christ  and  acknowledge  Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour, 

it  is  a  joy  to  be  able  to  revel  in  the  freedom  which  He  brings  into  our  lives. 

T^is  is  our  Inheritance  from  God,  and  we  say  "thanks  be  to  God  who  has  given 

us   reedom  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 


"The   Inheritance;    Door" 
John   10:7-9,      THEH    Li/iIi)   JE:iTJ.i   UNg   TiEIH  j.GAIt,  ,    V.;,li±X 

■JS,     riAMT:  mi.  mb  f|i?-j  fiTTmri-T  fliTir*  i"---"^.-:.....  but  frtfpr 
SflTTCT'   DTT)  ffn-T  tip/, 3  Taai  — t  am  tuB   ponH.    ry  m  Tg 
AJJX.  m lljr  ^«t--'tv    tml    r-h-    nmi.i.    b..-    :■-,,,  vkt),     iND    SHALL   SU    ItJ 
iilili      TT    fiHl'   PTHP   I'lV'TTll?!-' 
Scripture:   Hebrews  9:1-15 
l?EAp    TEXT: 
Prom  text  we  draw  conclus  part  Inherit  by  G,    is  DOOR 
Examp  if  left  door  by  sural , 
2   tnink   of   DOOR  as    inherit   strain  mind  right? 
"irst   interpret:    shep  lay  in  front   sheep  as  Door 
2nd  interpet:    thieves  &  robbers.     Hot  Hoses , Aaron, 
Jn  Ban  or  prophets:    self-atyled  Messiahs  cum  6  go 
Joaephua  tell :10m  disorders  Judea  caused  by  self-styl 
deliverers.      Tell  of  Judas  Galilee  raise  revolt  at 
census  taken  during  Jesus  liirth. 
"hea   peop  prom  Gold  age  they  bring,&  shed  blud  mean 
nothing  2  them. 

Zealots  lik  this,  Sc  1   Js   discip 
But  Js  say,   "Thea  peop  cum  &  go,but  they  thiev  &  robs 
they  steal  peace, also  livs   friends, neigbors" 

TW    DTOTyj     Vf    Mf|    TF    lil'1Y    [    ■"     -'''-''   '■'    Til    IT,'.    .tTL.T.T,    R 
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SAVED,  AMD  .-.HALL  GO  IN  AND  OUT  AHD  FIIT3  L/VyrUilE. 

4  Jews  2  underst  wud  B  dif f ic ,  &   we  need  Ik  at  it 
Hebs  auth  vrrot  specif  reason=show  J3  as  Messiah 
If  read  can  see  infini  detail  2  prov  this 
9th  chap  case  in  pt,  detail  of  Tabernacle  1-5, 

i  6th  V.j=wat  priests  did, this  place  they  worshi 
RE.   Yj  7a   i!i  tit*  &  1nce  yr=Day  Atone  &  sins  of  all 
Veil  separate  Hony  Place  from  Holy  Holies 
Deth  Js  &.  signif  veil  torn  top  2  bot,IIe  sacrif  §4 
all  men, He  Hi  Pr*He  DOOR»literl  entr  all  peop  pass 
Explan:  TAM  T30QR  etc. 
1 i^giveness , saved,  2:4givness  not  1nce  but  always 
5:pastur=food,  &  food=G's  Word,  St  satisfy  spir  bod 

So  here  Inherit  from  G  &  it  DOOR 
T^is  access  2  Father  thru  Js 
can  cum  boldly  thron  Grace  &  no  longer  need  special 
priest  intercede  1 
Way  cleared  1nce  4  all,  b   ea  2  cum  2  G  freely 

....^   -'  ■:.:  J :  this  merely  nattier  part  Inhrit  from  G, 
'  I  -.   us  claim  ea  part  &  thank  Him  that  He  loved  us 
enuf  that  this  legact  He  gav  2  us 


ST,    PAUL'S   UNITED    CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Lenten  Seftvl ce  March   I  0,    1976 

Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Eugene   Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Shelly  Hockenberry,   Mark   Fry  -  Acolytes 


Clarke 
Asr.    Smith 


7:30  P.M. 

Prelude  Music:     "By  the  River  Jordan" 
" I  Love  To  Tell  the  Story" 

Silent  Med  it at* on 
*Procebs ional  Hymn  No,  60  "Saviour,  breathe  an  evening 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen  blegsins 

*  I nvocation 

Scripture      Hebrews  9:  I- 1 5 
•Gloria  Path! 

Evening  Prayer  &   Choral  Response 

Offering 

Offertory      "Tenor  Melody"  Stark 

Hymn  No.  ^75   "Sweet  hour  of   prayer" 

Sermon:   "The  Inheritance:  Door" 
"•Hymn  No.  22!   "My  faith  looks  up  to  Thee" 
•Benem  cti  on 
•Threefold  Amen 

•Postluoe       "Postlude"  Smith 

-------  *Conoregati  on  Standing  ►*  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

We  need  all  the  workers  we  can  get  for  Friday  Night 

at  the  Church.  The  two  offices  are  to  be  painted 

as  well  ab   other   things   to   be  done.     v.e   need  short 

step  ladders,   cleaning  eojjlpmtnt,    brushes,    hollefib, 

etc.      Lunch  will  be   provided   afterwards*   Time  6:^0  P.M. 

If  y»u   know  of  anyone   interested    in  joining   the  Church 
please   put  their   name   and   addrebg    in   the   offering 

FLATE. 


"The  Inheritance:  Door" 

John  10:7-9Then  said  Jesus  unto  them  again,  "Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  I  am 
the  door  of  the  aheep.  Al  that  came  before  me  are  thieves  and  robbers;  but  the 
sheep  did  not  hear  them.  I  am  the  door;  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be 
sa-  I,  and  shall  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture." 

Scripture:  Hebrews  9:1-^5 

Our  text  for  this  evening  is  from  the  10th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John,  and 
verses  7  to  9,  (reqd  text). 

It  is  from  this  text  then  that  we  are  drawing  the  conclusion  that  a  part  of  the 
Inheritance  left  to  mankind  by  God  is,  "A  Door."   I  am  sure  that  if  we  were  to 
be  remembered  in  someones  will,  we  certainly  would  not  be  too  happy  is  someone 
left  us  a  door.   Unless  of  course  the  door  were  of  solid  brass,  or  bronze  or 
some  other  metal  we  could  redeeem.   But  to  think  of  something  as  simple  as  a 
door  as  a  part  of  our  inheritance,  strains  the  mind  a  little  to  figure  out  its 
gull  value,  Doesn&t  it? 

When  we  speak  of  Jesus  being  the  Door  as  He  referred  to  Himself  in  the  10th  chap- 
ter of  John,  we  can  see  several  Biblical  definitions  being  used  here.   First, 
we   n  use  the  reference  of  Jesus  being  the  shepherd  who  at  nig£t  lay  prostrate 
on  the  ground  in  front  of  the  sheepfold  out  in  the  hills,  and  literally  became 
the  door  thoough  which  anyone,  either  sheep,  wild  animal,  or  thief  had  to  enter. 
Thus  He  in  this  instance  would  be  the  person  who  protected  the  helpless  sheep 
with  His  very  life. 

is  a  still  fieeper  meaning  involved  here.   It  has  to  do  with  the  old  Jewish  ideas 
of  the  Temple,  the  priests  and  the  keeping  of  laws  and  rituals.   In  the  Old  Testa- 
ment book  of  Exodus  we  read  of  the  instructions  given  to  Moses  for  the  making  of 
the  Tabernacle.  This  x±  is  what  is  being  described  in  our  Scripture  for  this 
evening.   Tnis  was  also  the  discription  of  the  Inner  portion  of  the  Temple  in 
Jerusalem. 

Jesus  is  also  identifying  Himself  with  reference  to  His  ministry  among  these  peop- 
le  hen  He  says  that  all  others  who  had  come  before  Him  were  thieves  and  robbers. 
Now  He  was  not  referring  to  Hoses  and  Aaron,  and  the  prophets,  and  John  the  Bap- 
tist.  He  was  making  refernce  to  the  many  self-styled  Messiahs  who  had  cropped 
up  in  their  society  from  time  to  time.   Josephus  the  Jewish  historian  In  his 


-2- 

writings  tells  of  there  being  ten  thousand  disorders  in  Judea  caused  by  these 

self  ityled  deliverers  of  the  Jewish  people.  He  wrote  of  one  man  identified  as 

This  fellow 
Judas  the  Galilean. xtem.   at  the  time  of  the  census  taken  at  the  tine  of  Jesus*  birth, 

mounted  aot  a  revolt  against  this  census.   These  people  would  promise  that  they 
were  the  obea  to  bring  in  the  golden  age  promised  by  God.   They  understood  this 
golden  age  as  being  ushered  in  by  the  unrestrained  shedding  of  blood.   The  zeal- 
ots were  a  group  of  men  dedicated  to  this  type  of  warfare.   They  thought  nothing 
of  having  their  own  friends  and  families  slaughtered,  just  to  further  their  cause, 
and  to  achieve  the  victory  throiigh  violence  they  believed  was  necessary.   One 
of  Jesus  very  disciples  was  a  zealot,  nnd  so  Jesus  knew  what  their  express  pur- 
pose in  life  was. 

Thus  it  Wos  that  He  was  saying, "this  is  not  the  way  God  wants  us  to  live.   You 
have  seen  these  kinds  of  leaders  come  and  go.   They  were  thieves  and.  robbers 
because  they  stole  from  you  the  pence  and  tranquility  which  you  cou'd  have  had 
ancf   hey  also  stole  the  lives  of  your  friends  and  loved  ones  because  of  their 
desire  to  settle  everything  with  war  and  fighting." 

Then  Jesus  concludes  this  thought  by  stating,  ?I  am  the  door;  by  me  if  any  man 
enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture."   Now  this 
is  a  thought  that  would  have  been  very  difficult  for  the  Jewish  people  to  under- 
stand.  ,.re  need  to  study  it  a  bit  as  far  as  background  goes  in  order  for  us  to 
have  a  complete  understanding  of  it. 

The  author  of  the  book  of  Hebrews  had  a  specific  purpose  in  writing  his  book, 
and  that  was  to  convey  to  Jewish  people  the  Messiah,  Jesus  Christ.   If  we 
read  this  book  through  we  can  see  that  he  goes  into  infinite  detail  to  make 
his  point  and  prove  his  case.  The  portion  of  the  9th  chapter  which  we  read  as 
scripture  for  this  evening  is  a  case  in  point.   It  is  in  this  chapter  that  he 
goes  into  detail  about  the  tabernacle,  the  Holy  of  Holies,  sacrifices  and  so  on. 
It.     he  first  5  verses  he  spells  out  how  the  tabernacle  was  made  and  what  it 
contained.   Then  in  the  6th  verse  he  explains  what  the  priests  did, (read  verse). 
Now  from  this  we  see  that  the  priests  ministered  in  this  portion  of  the  Tabernacle* 
and  conducted  the  service  of  v/orship  here. 
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In  verse  7,  (read)  t  we  see  that  only  the  Hir;h  Priest  could  enter  the  Holy  of 

Ho""  "js,  once  a  year.   This  was  on  the  day  of  Atonement,  when  the  High  Ptiest 

went  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  with  a  basin  of  blood  which  he  offered  as  the 

sacrifice  for  iribnxK  the  forgiveness  of  his  sins,  and  the  sins  of  the  people. 

There  was  a  veil  which  separated  the  Holy  of  Holies  from  the  Holy  Place,  and 

therefore,  the  Holy  of  Holies  was  not  open  to  the  vieiir  of  the  worshipers  and 

was  distinctly  sep  apaefc. 

Now  if  we  remember  the  events  surrounding  the  death  of  Jesus  on  the  cross,  we 

will  recall  at  the  very  moment  that  Jesus  died,  the  veil  of  the  Tenp  e  was  torn 

from  the  top  to  the  bottom.   The  significance  of  this  was  that  it  was  now  no 

longer  necessary  to  have  a  priest  go  before  God  to  minister  for  the  sins  of  the 

became 
people.   Jesus  Qhrist  mhh  that  High  Priest  and  literally  sacrificed  Himself  for 

the  sins  of  all  people,   This  means  then  that  He  is  the  Door  of  which  He  speaks. 

He  is  the  literal  entrance  through  which  all  people  must  pass  if  they  are  to 

hi  ■  salvation  from  their  sins. 

Go  when  sEKXHXKagt  Jesus  says,  "I  am  the  door;  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall 

be  saved,  and  shall  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture,"  He  emant  ever*"  word  of  it 

literally.   He  meant  that  the  individual  becomes  saved,  or  has  salvation  through 

His  sacrifice,  but  he  can  go  in  and  out  and  find  pasture.   3y  this  he  means  that 

the  person  needc  not  only  come  for  forgiveness  once  a  year,  but  the  person  has 

access  to  the  Father  each  and  every  day,  and  can  have  forgiveness  for  things 

committed  that  day  or  that  hour.   This  means  that  the  person  can  not  only  enter 

freely,  but  that  there  is  pasture  to  be  had.  This  again  is  a  reference  to 

sheep  and  shepherds,  st  terminology  that  Jesus  followers  could  u  derstand. 

But  it  also  implies  that  by  "pasture,"  is  meant  food.   And  this  is  what  we 

begin  to  have  when  we  come  to  Christ  and  accept  Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour.   ,e 

begin  to  get  a  hunger  and  thirst  for  the  things  of  God.   It  is  at  this  point 

t   t  we  begin  to  seek  in  God's  './ord  and  to  search.   The  more  we  seek  and  the 

more  we  search,  the  more  we  find.   And  the  more  we  find,  the  more  we  desire 

to  learn.   So  we  find  food  to  satisfy  not  our  physical  bodies,  but  to  feed  our 

spiritual  bodies. 
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this  portion  of 
So  here  we  have  the  Inheritance  from  God,  and  that  is  "The  Door."  This  is  the 

ac   3S  we  have  with  the  Father  through  Jesus  Christ.   We  can  now  come  boldly 

before  the  throne  of  grace  individually,  and  we  no  longer  have  a  special  need 

of  a  High  Priest  to  intercede  for  us.   The  way  has  been  cleared  once  and  for 

all  for  each  one  to  come  before  God  freely. 

"I  am  the  door;  by  me  if  any  nan  enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved,  and  shall  go  in 

total 
and  out  and  find  pasture."   Tvis  is  merely  another  past  of  the  Inheritance 

which  Is  ours  from  God.   But  let  us  sms&   claim  each  part,  and  thank  God  that 

He  loved  us  enough  that  this  is  the  legacy  we  have  frQm  Him. 


rST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Second  Sunday    in  Lent  March   \h. 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph   Cojper,    Choir   Director 
Shelly  Hockenberrv  and  Mark  Fry  -  Acolytes 
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Handel 


OSDER  OF  W0R3HI P    I  I  :  30  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Canti  i.ene" 

"Largj" 
Please  reami n  silent  during   organ  chimes 

•Processional  Hymn  No.   1+3   "When  morning   silos   the  skies" 

•Ascription  —  Choral  Amen 

•exhortation 

•Confession  (In  Unibon)    "Almighty  and   Everlasting  Goo,    who 
hate3t  nothing  that  thou  hab  made,    and  0o8t  forgive  the 
sins  of  all  them  that  are  penitent!   create  and  make    in 
us  new  and  contrite  hearts,   that  we,  worthily  lamenting 
our  sins,   may  obtain  of  thee ,    the  gc-0  of  all  mercy , 

PERFECT  REMISBIDN  AND  FORGIVENESS;  THROUGH  JeSUB  GhrIBT 

our  Lord,  Amen." 
•Kyrie    (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor!   '3  UjRD  open  our  lips. 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551  ,_...,.. 

Scripture:         I  CoRINTHIANB  10!  1-15    *  ' 

Hymn  of   the  Month   Mo.    129   "Thou  didst   teach  the 
thronging  people1' 
•Affirmation  of  Our   Faith        (Apostles'    Creed) 
.•Gloria   Patri  „_ 

Call  to   Priveh   4*"        f&tfi.£       S t Aff  t> 
Pastor!     The   Lord   be  with  you. 
People:     And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor!      Let   us   Pbay. 
Prayer   ano  Prayer  Response 

JFFERl Ntt 

Iffertory  "In  Questa  Tomba  Jscura"   Seithoven 
Anthem:     "Betrayed  By  A  Kiss"  Mixed  Quartet: 
Cynoie  Syyert,  Karen  Maloney,  Robert  Sybert,  Lloyd  Lii 


Sermon:      "The  Inheritance:  Rescue" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  315  "Lead,  kindly  Light" 
•Benedict ijn  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude   "Umto  Us  Is  Brought  Salvation"  Baom 
--------  *Congregati on  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mrs,  H.  F.    Sandbach  in  memory  of  "Parents"  - 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  M.  Perrin. 

Serving  ab  Ushers  today  are:  'Wally  Feoer,  John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinnev,  Hers  Shearer  and  Steve  Vahgo. 
Deaconess  Mrs.  Joan  Master,  Butch  and  Ellen  will  be 

the  Greeters  at  the  dour  today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Brad 
Vinroe  and  Mary  DelleN. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  23&. 
Today  -  7_9  -  vouth  Fellowship 
hMonoay  -  7:3°  ~  Fidelity  Bible  Class 
^^Wed.  -  7:J0  -  Lenten  Service 

Thurb.  -  I0!30  A.M.  -  Mary  Martha  Circle  at  the  Church, 
The  Easter  Lily  Charts  will  he  passed  thru  the  Cong- 
regat ion  today. 
.^•Tues.  -  9:30  P.M.  -  Volleyball  at  St.  Paul's  Gym, 

Thurs.  -  7:00-  Bible  Study 
^^Hospitalized:  John  Wilson  -ICU,  Mrs.  Mildred  Brown, 
BCMH;  Mrs.  Amelia  Dheher,  North  Side  Hobp.  Youmgstown 
Ohio. 
The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  envelopes  can  be  put  in 
the  offering  plate  any  sunday  this  month.  the  money 
received  from  this  offering  supports,  through  the 
United  Church  Board  for  Wold  Ministries,  the  world- 
wide  RELIEF  AND  REHABILITATION  WORK  OF  CHURCH  World 

Service,  which  serves  victims  of  disasters  —  earth- 

suakes,  floods.  famine,  ano  war throughout  the  world, 

many  of  them  forged  to  live  in  refugee  camps  fqr  many 
years.  3ne  dollar  gift  prov 1 oes  6  pounds  of  clothing 
or  blankets,  one  oollar  gift  provides  i! j  lbs.  of 

FOOD,     OR    ONE    DOLLAR    GIFT    PROVIDES     19    LBB    OF    MEOICAL 

sup  pl  i  es. 
Tickets   for  Good  Friday   Breakfast  are  available  from 

J.   waher  Harmon  and  Ken  Wei  tzel., „fr.    „ 

If  h-now  or  •  nyone  want  2  join  church, contact  office 

or  Pastor/  i;ors 


"The  inheritance:  fescue"  — 

Text:  Ex.  6:6b,  AND  I  WILL  RID  YOU  OUT  OF  THEIR  BONDi 

AgE: ' ' 

pture:  1  Cor.  10:1-15 

Add  2  prom  Inherit,  G  say,  i^ead  tttcm 
De^v  from  Egy . Pharaoh. slavery. ESCAPE,  RE,iClIE 
Jcl  v  combo  things=Mess  P  2  Cor  observ  ii's  Sup 
ierm  P  2  Cor  how  2  liv;  History  lesson  of  sorts 
This  waj  we  use  this  morn;  let  us  look  at  scrip; 
Isites  wildernes, cloud  protedt/ident  Cor  with  Isites 
"Our  Fathers"  vs  1 

Escape  thru  Red  Sea  vs  1  (story  bo?  &  S3  lesson\ 
Experi  Jews  &  Mos, similar  union  Bliever  &   xp, 
Thus  baptism  Se  Moses 
Indirect  relate  L'a  Sup  vs  3,4a 
Prexist  Xp  as  Hock; legend  of  Rabbis  8;  Rock  follow 
/[p  is  -.was  that  Rock 
I  tell  downfal  Isites:  idolatry  golden  calf  vs  7 
fornication  Midites  &  Moabites  vs  8 
grumble  &  slain  vs  9 
Tb.es  things  happen  4  examp  2  Corinth  &  others  vs  11 
No  get  smart  think  big  stuff  vs  18  leaders  Hoses, 
Aaron,  David,  Saul,  Solomon  etc 
vs  15  center  of  lesson,  G  no  tempt  xs  Byond  we  bare 
py,jU:V. '.Mf;  ;=  temptation/proof/trial/te  ;t 

Tempts  Js=tests  2  show  how  we  shud  liv 
EK,gA^li>=e  scape ,  (EK=mean  out  of  +  Bah  Sis=way  out, 
escape ,means  egress, means  of  clearance 

All  this  P  sho  wat  G  say  wud  do  He  dmd 

L'his  port  scrip  prnf  G  say  do  Ex  6:6b  was  dun 
(Illustration  temptation  John  R,  llott) 

;ests ^trials  lif  which  all  face  G  provid  escape 
"~nen  said  rid  peop  bondage  He  meant, both  0E  &  us  2Ds 
Both  Isites  liv  Egypt  bond  &  us  liv  bond  world  2day 
We  may  no  think  we  liv  bond  liv  in  free  America, 
but  ea  held  bondage  of  sin,regard  how  try  do  rt. 
But  diff  4  Bliever  =G  provid  Escape , Rescue , thru  Js  Xp 

This  joy  mak  lif  worth  liv, 4  2day  &  everyday 
Js  reach  out  2  ea  us  &  say, 
COME  UNTO  ME,  I  AM  THE  WAY  THE  TRUTH  AND  THE  LIFE, 

E.   I  AM  C 
THAT  YOU  MIGHT  HAVE  LIFE  AND  HAVE  IT  MORE  ABUNDANTLY 

This  RESCUE  provid  &  sent  by  G  4  His  peop  as  part 
their  INHERITANCE. 


"The  Inheritance:  Rescue" 
Text:  Exodus  6:6b  "AND  I  WILL  RID  YOU  OUT  OF  THEIR  BONDAGE." 
Sc  'pture:  1  Corinthians  1):1-15 

In  adding  to  what  He  had  promised  as  their  Inheritance ,  God  said  further  to 
Moses,  "I  will  rid  you  out  of  their  bondage."   llaturally,  He  was  speaking  of 
delivering  the  Israelites  from  the  slavery  they  had  endured  under  fcks  Pharaoh 
and  the  Egyptians.   God  was  saying  in  essence  that  He  was  going  to  prooide 
an  escape  for  them.   He  was  going  to  resuce  them. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  we  read  this  morning  from  1  Corinthians  the  10th  chap- 
ter, is  a  combination  of  several  things.   First,  it  is  a  message  from  Paul  to 
the  Corinthian  Christians  telling  them  how  to  observe  the  Lord's  Cupper,  and  xfcx 
some  of  the  things  they  should  not  be  doing.   It  is  also  a  sermon  from  Paul 
on  how  to  live,  but  it  is  also  a  history  lesson  of  sorts,  recounting  some  of 
the  things  which  God  had  done  for  the  Israelites,  and  how  as  believers  in  God 
these  lessons  could  be  applied  to  their  lives.  It  is  in  this  last  sense  that 
I   -mid  direct  our  thinking  to  our  Ccripture  for  this  morning. 
Let  us  turn  to  this  scripture  now. 

Paul  begins  by  telling  how  the  Israelites  were  in  the  wilderness  and  how  they 

and  "which  shielded  and  protected  them  from  danger, 
were  under  the  cloud  of  God  by  dayA  He  identifies  these  Corinthians  with  the 

Israelites  and  calls  the  Israelites  "Our  Fathers,"  thus  signifying  that  they 

were  spiritually  conncected  and  brothers  through  faith.   He  tells  of  the  escape 

provided  by  God  through  the  Red  Cea.    These  experiences  had  given  the  ..raelites 

a  union  with  Moses  that  was  similar  to  the  union  believers  have  with  Skis  Christ. 

Paul  was  telling  them  that  it  was  comparable  to  baptism  as  a  believer  in  Christ. 

Paul  also  equates  the  Lord's  Supper  here  indirectly  with  the  fecESd  food  and 

drink  they  had  in  the  wilderness.  The  Manna  of  course  was  their  bread,  and  the 

water  from  the  rock  was  the  wine  or  cup.   He  also  tells  them  of  the  pre-existence 

of  Christ,  as  being  the  spiritual  rock  which  followed  them.   Byt  this  Paul  is 

-  -,sing  on  an  old  Rabbinic  tradition  that  after  God  permitted  Moses  to  secure 

water  for  the  people  from  the  rock,  that  rock  followed  them  wherever  they  went 

and  they  always  had  water  to  drink.   And  so  Paul  is  telling  them  that  Christ  wRs 

and  is  that  rock. 
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But  then  Paul  recounts  for  them  the  things  which  became  their  downfall  in  their 

wil   mess  wandering.   He  tells  of  their  idolatry  with  the  golden  calf  and  how 

they  turned  from  God  because  of  this.   He  tells  of  their  moral  collapse  in  their 

immoral  acts  with  the  Midianites  and  the  Hoabites.  He  tells  of  their  grumblings 

against  God  and  how  God  punished  them  by  slaying  them  with  serpents. 

i'aul  admonishes  these  people  to  think  all  of  these  things  over  and  to  use  these 

examples  as  good  illustrations  of  what  can  happen  to  a  believer  or  a  group  of 

believers  if  they  turn  from  God.   He  tells  them  in  vs  12,  not  to  be  too  sure  of 

themselves  lest  they  fall.   He  was  perhaps  thinking  of  each  one  of  the  great 

leaders  of  the  Israelites  and  how  they  all  at  one  time  or  another  fell  from  favor 

with  God  because  they  turned  out  to  fall  prey  to  the  sins  of  the  flesh. 

But  his  strongest  advice  in  the  recounting  of  this  past  Jewish  history,  is  to  be 

found  in  the  13th  verse.   He  tells  them  here  that  all  of  the  temptations  they 

face  and  will  face,  are  the  same  temptations  which  many  before  them  faced.   He 

po'  '7S  out  that  God  is  faithful,  even  if  man  is  not,  and  that  God  will  not  let 

anyone  suffer  beyond  that  which  he  is  able  to  bear,  or  'to  withstand,   and  the 

will 
real  secret  here  is,  "But  fckxi:  with  the  temptation  also  make  a  way  to  escape." 

This  is  the  gist  of  this  complete  telling  of  the  history  of  the  Jews.   Ihey  were 

tempted  in  many,  many  ways,  yet  God  provided  them  the  means  of  Rescue,  or  Escape 

from  all  of  these  temptations. 

Perhaps  we  need  to  look  at  two  words  found  in  this  scripture  which  have  come  to 

mean  different  things  in  our  language.   The  first  word  is  Temptation.   This  is 

taken  from  the  Greek  word  PEIHA3M03  which  meant  putting  to  the  proof,  a  trial, 

a  test,   iio  when  we  look  at  it  in  this  light  we  can  see  that  the  Temptations  of 

Jesus,  were  a  series  of  proofs,  or  tests  to  see  what  He  would  do.  This  explains 

then  why  He  had  to  go  through  them,  and  the  answer  of  course  is  to  show  that  it 

is  possible  to  resist  the  trials  and  tests  that  come  to  each  of  us  in  life. 

T!   second  word  is  Escape.   This  comes  from  the  Greek  word  EKBASIS.   The  beginning 

which  means  out  of 
of  this  word  is  the  letters  Ek  and  this  is  a  preposition  and  when  prefixed  to  a 

SSx&dtx  the  Greek  word  BASIS, (Bah  Sis),  it  means  a  way  out,  a  means  of  escape, 
a  means  of  egress,  or  a  means  of  clearance. 
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Tow  all  of  this  shows  I  believe  that  SEstxJhiiixixE^:  Paul  is  merely  recounting  what 
iod   id  He  would  do,  and  what  He  did.   I  believe  that  this  portion  of  Scripture 
Ls  merely  one  of  the  proofs  that  what  God  said  Hecwould  do  in  Exodus  S:6b  was  done. 
^Illustration  of  temptation  by  John  R.  Mott.) 

?or  the  tests  and  trials  of  life  which  we  all  face,  God  has  provided  the  Escape, 
;he  Rescue.   When  He  said  He  would  rid  His  people  of  their  bondage,  He  meant  it, 
30th  in  the  time  of  the  Israelites  living  in  Egypt,  and  also  with  each  of  us  living 
Ln  our  world  of  bondage.   We  may  not  think  that  we  are  held  in  bondage  to  anyone 
Living  as  we  do  in  free  America.   But,  we  are  each  xhh  held  in  the  bondage  of  sin, 
?egardless  of  how  much  we  may  strive  to  do  right.   But  the  difference  for  the  be- 
liever ami  is  that  God  provided  this  escape,  this  Rescue,  through  Jesus  Christ. 
Phis  is  the  joy  that  can  make  this  life  worth  living,  for  today  and  everyday 
lesus  reaches  out  to  each  of  us  and  saysxxxxakExMgcxSajiS  says  fcHXKaKfcxsx ,  "Gome 
into  me,  I  am  the  way  the  truth  and  life."   "Cast  yourselves,  and  your  cares  upo 
ne.'   S&kxk  "I  am  come  that  you  might  have  life,  and  have  it   ore  abundantly." 
This  is  the  Rescue  provided  and  sent  by  God  for  His  people. 
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March  1 7,  1 976 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Patty  McWilliams,  Dan  Bosko  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  Of  WORSHIP  II : 00  A.M. 
Preluoe  Music:     "Reverie11  Ashfqro 

''Evensong11  Koepke 

Silent  Medi tation 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  466  "He  leadeth  me" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*l NVOCATION 

Scripture".        John  6:  30-5 ' 
*Glo«i a  Patri 
Evening  Prayer  &  Choral  Response 
Offering 

Offertory     Melody  on  "Irish"   arr.  Blake 
Hymn  No.  469   " '  need  Thee  every  hour" 
Sermon:       "The  Inheritance:  Bread" 
*Hymn  No.  55   "Sun  of  my  soul" 
*Benedi ction 
•Threefold  Amen 

*Postluoe      "Kyrie  EleISon"  Mozart 

-------  ^Congregation  Stanoing  ------ 

ie  Easter  Lily  Chart  is  being  fIlleo  out  -  if 
you  would  like  an  Easter  Lily  -(they  are  being 
purchaseo  from  a  new  placed  this  year),  let  us 
know  in  the  office  as  soon  ab  possible.   The  price 

WILL  BE  $3.25. 

If  you  know  of  anyone  interested  in  joining  the 
Church,  please  put  a  slip  of  paper  in  the  Offering 
Pl»tb»  and  they  will  se  contacted. 


"The   Inheritance:    Bread"     ^^  "N 

John  6:55,  &  JS  SEJ  UN?  THEM,  I  AM  THK  BP^n  ftp  t.titt?. 
THAT1  COMETH  2  ME  SHAL  "NEVEfl  I  JNGR:&  HE"THAT  3KLEVETH 
OF"         liTfAT,    MEVT?    THIRGfT         ' 

Scrip:    Jn  6:50-51 

Js  m.  _  jlcu  fed  5M  preced  scrip, &  peop  folio  2  Capernauii 

Curious  G  Him  &  miracs  etc. 
iixegete:  vs  25  quest  Him,  Js  tell  they  want  fed  vs  26, 
Sound  teach  vs  27,  Ask  how  2  do  it  vs  28, 
Js  say  1  reouir  vs  29,  Ask  4  proof  as  OT  peop  vs  50 
Has  senn  fed  day  B4, miracs  etc,  hut  still  ask  pruf 
They  quote  Ot  vs  31,  Js  expl  G  no  Moses  supply  vs  32 
Tell  special  bred  vs  33,  they  ask  4  it  vs  34,  TEXT 
Jew  Bliev  Bred  Hvn, Manna  in  Jar  of  Temp,&  it  hidden 
wen  Jeremiah  cum  bak  &  produc  wen  Messiah  cum 
They  ask  Js  prov  U  Messiah, giv  bred  of  Hvn 
Js  go  on  expl  no  phy  bred, "but  spirit  &  no  understand 
Aak,"Kot  Jos  &  Mary  Con,  vs  42 
Again  Js  speak  Spirit  qual  vss  50,51. 
prob  confont  all  who  meet  Js  1st  time, 
diffi  think  bred  anything  phys  side  &  terms, 
we  think  bred,  loaves  etc/examp  Mom  &  bake  bred 
Js  ident  self  as  Bred  plac  self  alongside  sustain  & 
keep  alive. 
Jews  think  G  &  provss  keep  from  starv,&  natural 
Phy  bred  keep  alive , but  soul  need  food  as  well 
Js  say, "I  am  bred  sent  Hvn  4  U,this  4  spirit  bodies" 
y   say  this  nonsens ,&  peop  who  say  think  so  nonser 
Bak  this  Inherit  G  giv  thru  Js,&  illus  simple=Bred 
Without  Js  life  mere  exist=with  Him  is  Life, 
He  assent  2  lif  as  food  keep  health, strong 
l._  food  4  soul  Bread  Of  Life 
Think  wen  hungry  wat  food  does  4  us, 
B4  Xp  in  life  spirit  hunger, emptiness, uselessness 
.  1nce  cum  know  Him  hav  satis  livs, 
hunge, thirst  human  situat  ended 

wen  know  Xp,thru  Him  we  know  God 
restles  soul  at  rest,"-,  hungry  hart  satisfied 
mi  us  I?ev.  ft.R.  ilmiifR  %.   bi-eadJ 
If  he  say  then, wat  wud  say  now  2day? 
Hav  we  offer  peop  bred?  Not  welfar,govt  bred, 
but  Bred  eternity? 
This  bred  free  for  tak  &  ask, but  only  way  B  part  fam 
heritage, 2  B  part  of  fam, 
&  ■'  is  G  want  4  all  mankind, G  seek  lost, stray  etc, 
bUte- not  alway  apparent 

^Jd^^W^^^^rBMSw^mwiere  G  get  ? 
hungr  thirst  souls  with  spirit  food. 


Thank  G  4  Inherit  Brec 
But  as  stewards  G  supplies , must  no  hoard  & 
insted,must  shar  it  &  feed  others  who  hungr"  4-  this 
sam  Bred  which  G-  giv  us 
Let  us  not  only  think  of  selves  this  lent  seas  - 
let  us  think  shar  spirit  bred  Js 
Xp  with  luv  1  '  s, friends, acquaint^ 
so  they  may  B  satis  &  fill  as  we 
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"The  Inheritance:  Bread" 

John  6:35,  AND  JESUS  SAID  UNTO  THEM,  I  AM  THE  BREAD  OF  LIF  ■  :     :TIAI  COMETH  TO 
ME  SHALL  NEVER  HUNGER;  AND  HE  THAT  BELIEVETH  Oi!  ME  SHALL  NEVES 

Scri_,ure:  John  6:30-51 

Jesus  had  miraculously  fed  the  5000  in  the  preceeding  portion  of  our  Scripture 
for  this  evening.    He  had  gone  away  from  these  people  to  get  off  by  Himself, 
and  the  disciples  had  left  by  boat  to  go  to  Capernaum.   A  storm  arises  and  Jesus 
comes  to  the  disciples  walking  on  the  sea.   And  so  Jesus  is  now  at  Capernaum 
safely  away  from  the  crowd  He  had  faced  the  day  before.   But  the  people  whom 
had  fed,  and  perhaps  many  He  had  healed,  were  not  content  to  let  Him  get  away 
that  quickly.   Perhaps  their  curiosity  was  aroused  to  the  extent  that  they  wanted 
to  see  some  more  of  His  miracles  and  try  to  figure  out  just  who  He  was. 
But  whatever  it  was  that  attracted  Him  to  them,  they  searched  for  Mm  and  found 
Him  at  Capernaum,   They  literally  tracked  Him  down.   And  so  they  asked  Him,  (vs  25) 
whjr  He  came  there?   Jesus  answered  them  and  accused  them  of  only  following  Him 
because  He  had  fed  them,  (vs.  26,)  and  perhaps  looking  for  another  handout. 
Theiv-Jesus  gave  them  some  very  sound  teaching,  (vs.  27).   And  so  they  naturally 
wanted  to  know  how  to  do  it,  (vs.  28).   Jesus  then  tells  them  that  there  is  only 
1  requirement,  (vs.  29.)   The  one  requirement  was  to  believe  in  the  Messenger 
whom  God  had  sent. 

But  in  typical  Jewish  fashion  as  we  have  read  over  and  over  agin  in  the  Lid  Testa- 
ment, they  asked  tor  some  sort  of  physical  proof  of  this,  (vs.  30).  They  had 
seen  Him  literally  feed  5000  with  5  loaves  and  2  fish,  on  ly  the  day  before. 
They  had  seen  Him  heal  people  of  diseases,  cure  the  lame,  the  sick  and  the  fever 
ridden.   They  had  witnessed  firsthand  blind  people  now  being  able  to  see  and 
crippled  and  deformed  limbs  made  straight,  and  yet  they  now  had  the  nerve  to  ask 
for  a  sign  that  He  was  who  He  was  saying  He  was.   As  a  proof  for  their  wanting 
additional  proof  from  Him,  they  quoted  the  old  and  very  well  remembered  and  highly 
regarded  miracles  of  God  in  the  wilderness  of  supplying  manna  for  the  Israelites, 
(v£*_  31).   Then  Jesus  admonishes  them  that  it  was  not  Moses  who  supplied  that 
bread  from  heaven,  (which  is  what  manna  was  thought  of  and  called),  but  it  was 
God,  whom  Jesus  calls  His  Father  ,  (vs.  32).  And  again  Jesus  takes  special  care 


:o  point  out  that  the  bread  of  God  is  "He  that  cometh  down  from  heaven,  and 
;ive   life  unto  the  world,"  (vs  33).   33 
}hen  they  request  this  special  bread  from  God,  (vs.  34- 

ft  is  at  this  point  that  Jesus  tells  them  He  is  the  bread  of  life.   (Read  text: 
John  6:35)«  The  Jews  believed  that  a  portion  of  this  Bread  F-pOm  Heaven,  or  Manna, 
had  been  placed  in  fc  Jar  in  the  ^KMpiExani  first  Temple ,  and  when  the  Temple  had 
been  destroyed  it  was  ±hh±  hidden  away  by  Jeremiah,  and  that  Jeremiah  would  pro- 
duce it  again  when  the  Messiah  came.   3o  the  Jews  then,  were  challenging  Jesms 
at  this  point  to  produce  this  bread  from  Heaven  and  to  prove  that  He  was  the 
promised  Messiah, 
'..'hen  we  read  on  in  this  scripture,  Jesus  goes  on  to  explain  in  a  way  which  they 
should  have  been  able  to  understand,  that  He  was  not  talking  of  physical  bread, 
or  physical  food,  but  spiritual  bread.  But  as  usual  they  did  not  understand  Him 
or  did  not  want  to  understand  ^i-,,  and  they  began  to  question  again,  "Is  not 

man  the  son  of  Mary  and  Joseph  whom  we  know?  How  can  He  say  He  came  from 
heaven?"  At  this  point  then,  Jesus  goes  on  to  explain  this  in  yet  another  way, 
and  He  tries  to  put  it  into  terms  which  they  can  understand  and  to  convey  to 
them  that  this  is  a  spiritual  quality  He  is  speaking  of,  (vss  50  ■'■.   51).   It  is 
at  this  juncture  that  He  conveys  to  them  that  the  Bread  of  God,  is  tkx  going  to 
be  the  sacrifice  of  Himself  for  them.   His  body.   But  they  do  not  or  will  not 
understand  this  again. 

But  you  see  this  is  a  problem  that  confronts  anyone  who  meets  this  Jesus  for 
the  first  time.   It  is  very  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  think  in  spiritual 
terms  of  something  as  common  and  ordinary  as  bread.   Bread  to  almost  anyone 
is  that  wonderful  issx  plump  loaf  of  good  smelling,  good  tasting  baked  dough. 
When  I  think  of  bread,  and  I  am  sure  some  of  you  can  say  the  same  thing,  I 
think  in  terms  of  running  home  from  school  into  a  warm  steamy  kitchen  and 
nc   only  smelling  the  wonderful  smell  of  baking  bread,  but  of  seeing  the  browned 
loaves  sitting  on  the  kitchen  table  cooling.   And  so  it  is  when  we  thin 

bread  in  these  terms  that  it  nigh  impossible  to  think  of  bread  as  being  anything 
but  something  to  eat.   But  Jesus  was  making  this  comaprison  and  findimg  it  'teery 
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difficult  to  convey  to  these  people  that  He  was  speaking  about  things  spiritual. 
Wher   esus  identified  Himself  as  being  "The  bread  of  Life,"  He  was  placing  Him- 
self alongside  of  that  which  sustains  and  keeps  alive.   The  Jews  were  thinking 
in  terms  of  the  literal  bread  from  heaven  which  God  gave  to  the  Israelites  and 
which  sustained  them  and  kept  them  from  starvation.  So  when  we  think  in  the 
physical  significance  of  bread  we  know  that  it  is  a  food.   It  is  essential  to 
keep  the  body  alive  that  we  eat  food. 

But  Jesus  was  implying  that  the  soul  of  a  person  needed  food  as  well.   Therefore 

a  very  simple  illustration  to  use  in  this  regard  was"3read."   Here  Jesus  is 

saying  on  behalf  of  God  His  Father ,  "I  am  the  food  sent  from  heaven  for  you. 

I  am  bread  for  your  spiritual  bodies."   And  this  is  as  completely  misunderstood 

today  as  it  was  at  the  time  Jesus  spoke  it.   To  those  who  can  only  look  at  things 

IjocfekK  with  physical  eyes  a  saying  such  as  this  by  Jesus  is  pure  nonsense.   And 

attaches 
anyone  who  pafcs  another  meaning  to  it  is  Just  as  nonsensical. 

But  wdck  of  all  of  this  is  the  Inheritance  as  given  by  God  through  His  oon  Jesus 

Christ,  and  in  this  instance  in  the  description  of  Hipjself  as  something  simple 

like  Bread.   All  of  this  Is  to  say  that  Jesus  gives  life.   Without  Jesus  life  is 

merely  an  existence.   With  Him  life  has  another  facet.   He  is  essential  to  life 

just  as  physical  food  is  essential  to  keep  the  body  healthy  and  strong.  He  is 

the  food  for  the  soul,  The  Bread  of  Life. 

all 
We  can  think  of  occasions  when  we  were  hungry,  and  how  a  good  meal  took  away 

the  hunger  •   It  is  the  same  with  the  spiritual  side  of  life.   Before  we  come  to 
know  Christ,  there  is  something  lacking  in  our  makeup.   We  may  have  felt  an  empti- 
ness, or  a  feeling  of  frustration  and  uselessness.   But  once  we  cone  to  ^now  Him 
we  have  a  satisfaction  In  our  lives.   The  hunger  and  thirst  of  the  human  situation 
are  ended.   And  when  we  know  Christ,  ^rS^aft  thorugh  Him  we  know  God.   The  nestles 
soul  is  at  rest,  and  the  huhgry  heart  is  satisfied. 

A  n^.xister  ws3ss±   E.  R.  Squire  as  far  back  as  1934  remarked,  "We  have  offered 
people  every  glittering  bauble  we  know;  we  have  made  far  more  concessions  than 
we  had  the  right  to;  have  we  ever  really  offered  them  bread?"   If  he  could  make 


this  claim  then,  I  wonder  what  he  would  say  today?   Have  we  indeed  offered  people 
brea    Not  the  physical  bread,  because  the  government  and  welfare  angencies  are 
constantly  speaking  about  this,  but  the  bread  which  sustains  eternally.   Tve  bread 
which  we  can  offer  is  free  for  the  taking  and  asking.  But  the  only  way  to  fea  have 
a  part  in  the  family  heritage,  is  to  be  a  part  of  the  family.   And  this  is  what 
God  really  wants  for  all  mankind.   It  may  not  always  be  apparent  in  our  every- 
day world,  but  God  is  continually  seeking  and  searching  for  tfre  lost  and  the 
strayed,  through  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ. 
(Illustration  of  man  in  India  and  paper  with  "Bread  of  Life). 

This  relates  very  graphically  that  God's  ./ord  mever  returns  to  him  void  and  with- 
out effect,   oomehow,  somewhere,  on  each  and  every  occasion,  God  is  able  to  get 
to  those  who  are  hungering  for  that  spiritual  food  which  Jeus  Christ  can  supply. 
Thank  God  that  we  have  The  Inheritance  of  this  3read  of  Life.   But  as  stwards  of 
all  that  God  supplies,  we  must  not  hoard  it  and  keep  it  all  to  ourselves,  but  in- 
stes   we  are  to  share  it  and  feed  others  who  are  hungering  for  this  same  Bread 
which  God  has  given  us.  Let  us  not  only  think  of  ourselves  this  Lenten  season, 
but  let  us  think  of  sharing  the  spiritual  bread  of  Jesus  Christ  with  our  loved 
ones  and  friends,  and  acquaintances  so  they  may  be  satisified  and  filled,  even 
as  we. 


Lift  up  your  heads  in  ttie  sanctuary,  and  bless  the 
Lord.  !I?he  Lord  that  made  heaven  and  earth  bless  thee 
out  of  Zion, 
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Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
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ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  I F :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music!      "Solemn  Prelude1' 

"Goo  So  Loved  The  World" 
Please  remain  silent  during  organ  chimes 
•Process t onal  Hymn  No,  2\       "Joyful,  joyful,  we  adore  Thee" 
•Ascrjption  -  Choral  Amen 
*exhqrtat10n 

•Confession  (In  Unison)  fl0  Lord,  whose  way  is  perfect, 
h£lp  us,  we  pray  thee,.  always  to  tru3t  in  thy  soodnesg; 
that,  walking  w'lth  thee  ano  following  thee  in  all  simplicity, 
we  may  possess  quiet  and  contented  minds,  and  may  cast  all 
cur  care  upon  thee,  fqr  thou  carest  for  us;  for  the  sake 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 
•Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
"•"Assurance  of  Pardon  —  Choral  Amen 
*Pra1se 

■"Pastor!   '0  Lord  open  our  lips* 

*Peqple;  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

*DOXOLQGY  No,     551 

Scripture!      Galatians  3?  26-  l+:y 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No.  129  "Thou  didst  teach  the 

throng  l  ng  people1" 
•Affirmation  of  Our  Faith    (Apostles'  Creed) 

•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

*Pastqri   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People!   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  us  Pray, 

Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory :     "AoAeio"  Liszt 

Anthem:   "Let  Not  Your  Heart  Be  Troubled"      Choir 
Solo  -  Howdy  3ola« 


:qmqn: 
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"The    Inheritance!      Father" 


Prayer  and   Lord's    Prayer 

•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    S   "Praise   ye   the  Lord" 

•Benediction  and  Three   Folo  Amen 
Organ  Postlude        "Postlude"  Vqlckmah 

^  _  _  -  -  _  _  *congregat  ion  standing  -------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar   have   been   placed   by 
Mrs,    Ann  Williams   in  memory   of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers    today    are!      *Robrie  Vinroe,    Sob 
Dellen,    Brian  Pfase,    Steve  Smith. 
Deaconess  Mrs.    Ann  Williams  will  represent  Council 

at    the    poor    to-pay, 
Nursery  will   be   provided   today  by!     Mrs.    Judy   Snyder* 
Mrs.    Jean   Fencil,    and  Sherry  McCltmanb. 
The   attendance  last  Sunday   was    '99* 
Tonight  -  1-3  -  Youth  Meeting. 
Tues,   -  Volleyball  -  S:QO  P.M.    -  St.    Paul's   Gym, 
^■^Weo.    -  7530  -  Lenten  Service 
Thurs.    -   7:00  -  Bible   Study 

Wed.    -  GOLDEN  CfRCLE  MEETfNG   HAS   BEEN  CANCELLED  f<k 
this   week,    BUT    let's    make    a    special   EFFORT    TO   ATTEND 
the  Lenten  Service. 
v^our  sincere  sympathy  to  mfls.    john  wllson,    family  ano 
^         Friends   on  the  death  of   her  Husband,. 
%m  Lilies   will   se   ordered  shortly  -  The  price  will   be 

$3.?5-      They  will  be   ordered  from   a  different   place 
this   year   ano  they  are  supposed   to   be   at   least  3 
blooms.      Let   Bea   TaIt   know    if    rou   should  want   one. 
Pictorial   Directories   are    in  the  office   now  -    if   vqu 
had   your   picture    taken  for  the  new  plctortal   directory 
you  have  a  book  comtng  -  please  stop   in  the  office 
today   and   pick    3  t  up, 

^^^    If     VOU     KNOW    OF     ANYONE     INTERESTED     IN    JOINING     THE     CHURCH 

new  Members  will  se  received  on  Palm  Sunday,   Pleabe 
either  drop  a  note  in  the  offering  plate,  contact 
the  Pastor  or  Bea  Tait  and  they  will  be  contacted- 
Next  Sunday  will  be  Baptism  of  Infants..-  If  you  would 
like  to  have  your  baby  baptized  please  leave  someone 
in  the  office  know  today  or  first  of  the  week, 
«*^»  Next  Sunday  will  se  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  -  env- 
elopes CAN  BE  DROPPED  IN  THE  OFFERING  PLATE  ANY  SgNOAY 
THIS  MONTH. 

Welcome  visitors/ 


"The    Inheritance:    Father" 
Text:    Ex.    6:7b     T   WTT.T,  B  ?  tt   a   oct):  '    to  :;i^t.t,  ininu 
THAT    I   AM    TIT!?    7,03  n    T1R    (10  7)    WIIIGH    BRIIIGETH   U  OUT   FROM 
U'     ~ZR  .TIFbUHIU&o   OP   TH^  EGYITIANS. 

Scripture:  Galatians  3:27  -  4:7 

^  FKA .  FPJXT  i  This  G  speak  2  Mos  &  He  tell  I  sites  He 
Father, head  of  them,  He  2  B  revered, honored  etc. 
Diffi  find  deriv  term  Father  &  convey  all  meanings 
Idea  Fath,grH  gradu  with  Isites,&  Js  Xp  made  common 
Isites  awed  by  G  &  no  speak  name, 
1st  xxsm  term  YHWH,  no  vowel, 
This  gru  out  pagan  relig  &  Babylon  culture  ancient 
hymns  say,  "FATHER  OF  TILS  LAIID" 
Canaanite  culture  worship  "£L!i  as  the  all-father 
El  name  Isites  call  GoC  in  develop  of  name 
but  they  refine  this  &  think  of  B  Sons  of  G  by 

ariiorrhim^-hhi*  fm,nd  T-V  4.=  ??-25  READ 
&  after  Fatherhood  of  God  freed  from  pagan  assoc 
it  found  more  feeciuent=Isa  63; 16.  64:8,  Hal  1:6 
This  all  giv  sum  idea  how  cam  about 

Personal  touch  of  G,  1B  ffft*h  fni,rifi  ?  '^a  7:14-,&  G 
speak  thru  Nathan  2  Dav  &■  tell  son  Solomon  reign, 
Js  intensify  this  with  ABBA  FATII]Q= Aramaic  .Father. 
or  The  Fa*-^"1"-  9r   p  "^"^is  in  Ga^atian 

show  from  whom  cum  things  etc. 
fT-iinfi  hnv  inat  HPBflTtmsnt  store) 
Many  Fathers,  or  Gods ,  but  only  1  Almighty  God 
this  G  luv  us,  care  4  us,  concern  4  us 
but  ther  thoz  Bliev  may  act  Bhave  &  G  accept  all 
^Ill-ns  Jr  irnnoster-) 
n;    peop  lik  this, claim  G  but  donot  know  Him 
SW  proper  relationship  with  Him 
Can  only  hav  relationship  if  seek  things  of  Him, 
His  Word, His  purp  4  lif ,His  luv  thru  Js, 

.e  must  feed  spirit  food  much  lik  phys  food 
it  also  1  other  thing  need  determ  4  livs  &  this 
assure  us  of  G  B  Father, 
fTlln.R  Father  is  vmir  face  toward  me?.-) 
ffl^-h  fia  ask  this  nf  GT4  He  savT  "J'lJlK   YE  MY  FACE.',1 
only  as  serch  individ  harts  can  itnow  wher  stand  xn 
relation  2xSx  The  Inheritance:  of  God,  as  Father 
Let  us  seek  His  face  &  mak  that  determ  2day. 


"The  Inheritance:  i'attier  : 

Text:  Exodus  6:7b   IWILL  BE  TO  YOU  A  GOD:  AND  YE  SHALL  KNOW  THAT  I  AM  THE  LORD 

YOUR  GOD  WHICH  BRINGETH  YOU  OUT  PROM  UNDER  THE  BURDENS  OF  THE 
EGYPTIANS . 

Scripture:  Galations  5:27  -  4:7 

(Read  Text).   This  is  God  s  eaking  to  Moses  and  what  He  is  telling  him  to  convey- 
to  the  Israelites  is  not  merely  that  He  is  Sod,  but  that  He  is  more  than  this. 
He  is  a  provider,  He  is  the  Head  of  them.   He  is  to  be  revered  and  respected  and 
honoured,   '/e  need  to  look  at  the  derivation  of  this  and  it  becomes  very  difficult 
to  completely  explain  or  to  place  into  words  which  we  can  understand.   Ty,ere  are 
times  when  sermons  come  together  very  easily  and  without  too  much  difficulty. 
But  when  we  begin  to  try  to  fathom  all  of  the  aspects  that  can  be  related  to  the 
Fatherhood  of  God,  we  are  confronted  with  a  difficult  task  to  say  the  least. 
Therefor,  I  trust  that  if  we  leave  any  loose  ends  this  morning,  we  will  under- 
stand that  to  convey  all  thafe  the  name  "Father"  implies  in  relationship  to 
mig  y  God,  is  well  nigh  to  impossible  to  cover  in  a  lifetime,  let  alone  one 
sermon.   So  with  this  In  mind  let  us  look  at  the  derivation  of  the  Inheritance 
God  has  given  to  mankind  along  the  lines  of  "Father." 

The  idea  of  Father,  grew  gradually  with  the  Israelites,  In  fact  it  only  came 
into  common  usage  with  the  Advent  of  Jesus  Ghrist  who  spoke  of  God  in  this  way. 
The  Israelites  were  so  awed  by  the  presence  of  God  that  they  used  different 
terms  to  address  Him,  all  of  which  was  the  building  of  one  term  upon  another  to 
express  Him  more  fully,  feeling  that  the  previous  thoughts  and  ideas  and  terms 
were  completely  inadequate  to  express  Him.  They  held  God  in  such  fear  and  re- 
verence that  they  at  one  point  refused  to  even  mention  or  strive  to  apply  a  term 

to  Him.  The  very  first  term  which  was  applied  to  God  was  merely  xxxatfesEsc 

Hebrew 
four  letters,  YHWH.  These  were  without  vowels  as  Hebrew  writing  was  handed  down 

and  so  in  order  to  make  some  semblance  of  sense,  vowels  had  to  be  inserted  and  so 

we   ive  the  name  YAHWEH.   But  this  actually  grew  out  of  the  pagan  religions 

Which  surrounded  the  Israelites  and  the  Idea  of  a  god  being  a  Father  developed 

from  the  Babylonian  culture.   For  instance  we  can  trace  to  ancient  hymns  of 
the  Babylonians  their  deity  addressed  as  "Father  of  the  Land,"   And  in  the 
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anaanite  culture  and  worship  "the  name  of  "El"  as  the  all-father.  El  was  another 
name  :   title  which  the  Israelites  began  to  call  God.   But  in  these  ancient  cul- 
tures the  idea  of  the  god  being  a  blood  relative  was  developed  and  the  Israelites 
incorporated  this  thought  into  their  religion,  but  they  also  refined  it  and  defined 
bhe  thinking  along  the  lines  of  being  oons  of  God,  by  adoption.   We  find  this 
as  developing  in  the  appeal  to  Pharaoh  to  let  the  Israelites  go,  and  in  particular 
in  Exodus  4:22-23, C read  this).  Now  after  the  idea  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God  was 
completel?/  freed  from  its  pagan  associations,  it  was  used  much  more  frequently 
as  found  in  Iasaih  63*16,  64:8,  and  Kalachi  1:6.   This  then  gives  us  some  idea  of 
how  this  all  came  about. 

The  personal  touch  of  God  being  a  Father  is  vividly  expressed  in  2  Samuel  7:14, 
where  God  is  speaking  through  His  prophet  Nathan,  and  telling  him  to  convey  to 
David  that  his  son  Solomon  who  would  ascend  the  throne  after  him  is  to  be,  (read 
this  verse.)   The  realtionship  is  established  here,  ^o  this  thinking  intensifies 
up  t   the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ  into  the  world  and  it  is  He  who  actually  places 
mankinds  thinking  in  the  proper  perspective  with  relationship  to  God  as  "Father"* 
Jesus  uses  the  term  ABBA  FATHER  which  Faul  in  his  letter  to  the  Galatians  reiter- 
ates, and  this  term  means  "The  Father"  or  "Father".   It  is  used  by  Jesus  to  show 

that  God  is  one  from  whom  comes  blessings  and  gifts  and  especially  love.   God  is 

human 
therefoee  thought  of  in  terms  sxxksx  which  the  human  minds  and  life  can  identify 

with.   "!e  all  have  or  had  an  earthly  Father.   And  so  to  think  xjexxkikbix  of  God 

in  such  terms,  conjures  up  in  our  minds  what  a  Father  should  fesx  is  and  what  he 

stands  for. 

(Illustration  of  little  boy  lost  in  stQre  ''■.  calls  father's  name). 

This  is  how  we  need  to  think  of  God.  There  are  many  fathers  in  the  world.  Many 

of  them  in  name  only  because  some  are  not  the  proper  fathers  they  should  be.   But 

there  is  only  one  Father  who  loves  all  His  children,  regardless  of  whether  they 

are   >od  or  bad.   A  father  who  is  patient  with  us  when  we  slip  and  fall.  A  Father 

who  is  hurt  when  we  are  hurt,  and  who  suffers  when  we  suffer.   A  Father  who  never 

will  let  His  children  down  even  though  they  so  often  let  Him  down. 
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But  there  are  those  who  believe  that  just  because  this  .Father  exists,  they  may 
liv   md  act  anyway  they  choose  and  God  will  just  accept  this  and  them. 
(Illustration  of  Junior  the  Imposter) 

Many  people  claim  that  God  is  their  Father,  and  are  just  as  guilty  as  this  young 
man0   But  in  order  to  address  the  Father  of  creation,  an  individual  must  have 
accepted  the  truths  about  Him  and  must  have  gotten  into  a  proper  relationship 
with  Him.   We  do  this  by  seeking  the  things  of  God  and  not  the  things  of  this 
world.   Too  often  the  things  of  this  world  dim  our  minds  and  our  thinking,  be- 
cause we  are  attracted  by  the  glitter  and  tinsel  the  world  always  has  to  offer. 
But,  life  is  to  be  lived  in  preparation  for  the  hereafter,  and  we  should  be 
preparing  each  day  we  live.   T  e  groundrules  are  set  forth  in  God's  Word  and 
it  becomes  a  spiritual  search  for  us  which  needs  to  be  fed,  much  like  we  feed 
our  physical  bodies. 

But  there  is  also  one  other  thing  we  need  to  determine  for  our  lives  and  this 
wiZ   assure  us  of  God  being  our  Father. 
(Illustration  of  Father  is  Your  Face  Toward  Me?) 

&anxwE  We  must  each  ask  this  of  God  for  He  says,  "Seek  ye  my  face."  its  Only  as 
we  search  our  individual  jribt  hearts  can  we  know  where  we  stand  in  relation  to 

-  Inheritance  of  God,  as  a  Father.   But  let  us  seek  His  face  and  make  that 
determination  today. 


■The   Inheritance:   light" 


lext;    Jn   3:12,    ■Till;?;   .Vr-\K  .7.;   A^H   UN?   1  1B4  iiAYIKS.    I 

AM   THE  LITE  OF  Tiili    ,,'uitl.D;    W<-'  ^»T    Sfrj.M  .  ii.V:     ,-  .     ■.  ■       . 

i  uA.m;iisi-;,  !wi'  HAM,  Uav  the  lite  of  li-pe. 

Js  said  ciur   or  at   Pest    TabernnOles. 
Jn      :2  tell  Him  B  ther,&  7:37  say  tfater  of  Life 
Illus  this  fest  Water  used**  ea  morn  7  days   feast 
Solera  aasem  3th  day- 
Peat  on  15  day  7  month, -Sept   after  harv  &.  calen  March 
As  dark  descend  4  MKHORAH,Candlelabra  lit, 
ilium   entir  Temp   area,wicke   mad  priest  worn   garments 
After  lit, wisest, gratest, holiest  men  Isr  sang  dance 
1ms   Joy  B4  Lord,?-,  all  peop  watch.     Pa   129-134 
I  thia   all  nite,ea  nite   7  nite. 
Just  B4  sunrise  priests   went  E  gate  &  at   exact  sunrise 
turn  2  W  fc  face  tenp  &  say,   OU.it  FATii.i^'.    mat  tcmy  «pt 
IJj   THT.i    li.AJi:   TTUiNICg  T)SIji  £-At;i;;   ■I'tr-VAlT  I  'PliK,    S-,,,': 
i^'P    ■-.■    '?(■>   II  -./in;    i-y-i.f    ,\  ?  >   TiftilkiU   TO'.vAiUJ   THE   LOAD,     i 
:^Rl'  ":1^i   say  this, 
Candlabra  symb  pillar  fir  by  nite   thru  desert 
"        "        wen  lit, say  all   couttyrds   Jeru   lit 
Js   say  He  -lly  brill  as  4  candlabra. 
Jews  ask  who  He  is,   vs   13, 
Messiah  is   lite, (Illus  texts   of   this) 
Js  tell  where  from  8s  wher  go,  vs  14, 

■  no  judge,  but  they  Judge,  15,16 
"  tell  2  witnesses  vs  17,  HEAD  OT  ILLUS 
Ironic  way  giv  deth  warrant  2  them 
vs  18=G  witness  6  He  witness  &  need  no  other 
"  19,  do  not  know  me  or  father 
He  t"ll  He  briter  '-.  fulfil] 
Li'.   overcum  dark»good  over  evil 
FHOSFHEHEIH-  Bringer  of  lite,  PH03-a  lite, 

,  .hia  glo  in  dark,=He  shine  dark 
Jews  think  Him,  Hill  billy  preacher, no  acct  Nazareth, 
-peak  destested  gutter;!  Aramaic, Galilean  accent, draw! 
Uneducated  lik  Jn  Bap 

no  want  underst  it  mean  chang  if  do, 

,  content  2  B  as  are, this  way  no   threat 
if  look  selvs  mean  change, alter  lif,giv  up  thing 
Js   say  lie  can  C  superficial   livs,&  get  Bhmd  facade 
Phil  Bliss  hymn=The  whol   World   lias  Lost   Darknes  Sin 
"glfM  ?   TIE   T.Trn.r   ^T  ■.   ruiTiJ   4   TiLO^  "; f-:  ■:  (■■  .Y  ?m;   -.  T  ,v  jya.; 
SfifflKJ   UlliH   H?:-    Ince    I    VfA/J   BLIUJ..BUT   NUJ    I   CAN    Cj_ 
'flltt    LIT1J  OP   '1'HH    .V03T.J3    IS    JnjU.j. 
Th:j      part  The  Inheritance   or  uW  i 
Tht-v   lite  Js  Xp,He  stil   shin  in  dark  .1  dark  no  o'cun 
it.      Ask  self: Has   He  a' cum  dark  our  livs,or  has  dark 
o'cura  that  Light?     Let  us  look  inward  &  seek  answer 
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ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 

March  2k, 
The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper.   Choir  Director 
Patty  McWilliams,    Dan  Boeko  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    I  I :00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "The  Lord    is  My  Light"  Allitsen 

Silent  Meditation 
•Processional  Hymn  Mo.   ^77   "Work,    for  the  night    la 

COM I Nfi" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
* Invocat I  on 

Scripture'.  John   8:    12-20 

•Gloria   Pathi 

Evening  Prayer   and   Choral  Response 

Offer  i  ng 

Offertory    "Chorale  on  "Sawley"    Troutman 

Hymn  No,  U80  "I  hearo  the  voice  of  Jesus  say" 

Sermon:      "The  Inheritance:  Light" 
*Hymn  No.  53   "Softly  now  the  lisht  of  pay" 
*:Reneo]  ctI  on 
•Threefold  Amen 

•Postluoe  "Fugue"  Bach 

_  ___..-- *congregat  ion  standing  ------ 

1        Easter   Lilies  will  be  ordered  shortly  -  please 

CONTACT  THE  OffICE  IF  YOU  WOU LO  LIKE  TO  HAVE  ONE  - 

Price   ib   right  -  $3-25 
New  Members  will  be  taken    in  on  Palm  Sunday  -    If  you 

KNOW    OF    ANYONE     INTERESTED     IN    COMING     INTO    THE    ChUROH, 

Let  the  Pastor  or  Secretary  know  and  they  will  be 
contacted. 


"The  Inheritance:  Light" 
Text:  John  8:12 

THE   SPAKE  JESUS  AGAIN  UNTO  THEM,  SAYING,  I  AM  THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD:  HE  THAT 
FOLLDWETH  ME  SHALL  NOT  WALK  IN  DABKNESS,  BUT  SHALL  HAVE  THE  LIGHT  OP  LIFE. 

Scripture:  John  8:12-20 

(Read  Text). 

Jesus  spoke  these  words  at,  or  during  the  time  of  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles. 
In  the  7th  chapter  of  John  and  the  2nd  verse ,  J  :.hn  identifies  this  feast  and 
tells  of  Jesus  being  there.  Then  in  the  37th  verse  John  tells  of  Jesus  on  the 
last  day  of  the  feast  declaring  himself  to  he  the  water  of  life.   Ty,is  was  an 
apt  illustration, for  water  played  an  important  role  in  this  feast  and  was  used 
each  morning  of  the  seven  actual  days  of  the  Feast.   There  was  a  solemn  assembly 
held  on  the  8th  day,  but  the  Feast  of  Tahernacles  or  Booths  was  a  7  day  affair. 
The  illustration  of  Jesus  saying  that  He  was  the  light  of  the  world  was  very 
apropos  xas, since  light  played  a  significant  role  in  the  feast  also.   The  feast 
war   eld  on  the  15th  day  of  the  7th  month  of  the  Hebrew  calendar.   This  would 
mean  that  the  feast  was  held  in  the  September  following  the  harvest,  since  the 
calendar  began  with  March. 

But  the  portion  of  the  Fea^t  with  which  *his  passage  of  scripture  is  concerned 
took  place  each  night  of  the  feast.   As  darkness  descended,  the  four  huge 
Menorah,  or  EXxdtxKKXXKk  candlelabras  were  lit.   The  wicks  of  these  candlelabras 
were  made  out  of  the  worn  out  garments  of  the  priests.   These  huge  candlesticks 
gave  forth  a  tremendous  amount  of  light  and  illumined  the  entire  Temple  area. 
After  the  Menorah  were  lit,  fckK  those  considered  as  the  greatest,  the  wisest 
and  the  holiest  men  of  Israel  danced  before  the  Lord  and  sang  Psalms  of  joy  and 
praise  to  God,  while  all  the  other  people  watched.   T,  e  Psalms  they  used  were 
Psalms  120  to  134.   This  went  on  each  of  the  7  nights  of  the  Feast. 
Then  si  just  before  sunrose  the  priests  went  to  the  Eastern  gate  of  the  Temple 
ar'  ,  and  at  the  exact  moment  of  sunrise,  they  turned  toward  the  west,  and 
facing  the  temple  recited,  "Our  fathers  when  they  were  in  this  place  turned  their 
faces  toward  the  east;  but  as  for  us,  our  eyes  are  turned  toward  the  Lord." 
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Ezekiel  speaks  of  this  in  the  8th  chapter  and  the  15th  verse  of  his  visions. 
The   ^ighness  of  the  candalabras  was  to  symbolize  the  pillar  of  fire  through 
which  God  guided  and  led  the  Israelites  through  the  desert  by  night.   It  was  also 
said  that  when  these  Menorah  were  lit,  ites  all  of  the  courtyards  of  Jerusalem 
were  lit  by  the  brilliance  of  their  light. 

So  what  Jesus  is  saying  to  them  is  that  He  is  equally  as  brilliant  as  these  4 
candelabra.   But  again  the  Jews  seeking  to  really  determine  who  He  is,  tell  Him 
that  His  record  does  not  show  that  He  is  what  He  ciaims  to  be. 

We  need  to  look  at  the  word  light  as  it  is  found  in  the  Old  Testament  and  then 
perhaps  we  can  understand  a  little  better  what  it  is  the  Jews  were  striving  to 
determine  from  Jesus.   (Illustrations  of  Scriptural  references,  #2169  Thompson). 
The  Rabbis  declared  that  the  name  of  the  Messiah  is  light,  and  so  when  Jesus  was 
stating  that  He  was  the  light,  He  was  laying  claim  to  being  the  Messiah. 
They  were  telling  Him  that  He  bore  witness  of  Himself  and  this  was  not  admissable 
as  \     jof  to  them,  vs  13.   So  Jesus   then  goes  into  an  explanation  about  ^inself, 
and  tells  them  He  knows  where  He  came  from  and  where  He  is  going,  vs  14.   He 
tells  them  that  He  is  not  a  judge  of  anyone,  but  they  judge,  vss  15,16.  Then 
he  reminds  them  of  one  of  their  rules  which  tells  t  at  there  must  Shh  be  two 
witnesses  to  ^jsst^sncs^Kisxk   prove  something  as  true.   (Illustrations  of  Deut. 
19:15;  17:6;  Numbers  35:30). 

Isn't  it  ironic  that  very  shortly  after  Jesus  spoke  these  words  He  was  brought 
before  Caiaphas  the  High  Priest,  and  two  bribed  witnesses  were  brought  forward 
who  bore  false  witness  against  Him?  And  then  because  of  the  testimony  of  these 
two  Jesus  was  condemned  to  die.   Perhaps  inadvertantly  Jesus  was  giving  these 
men  the  amunition  they  needed  to  secure  His  de.-ith  warrant. 

But  Jesus  goes  on  to  sa£  that  God  is  His  witness,  and  He  Himself  is  a  witness 
against  Himself  and  so  there  is  no  need  of  other  witnesses,  vs  18.   He  con^ 
clu   3  this  particular  discourse  with  the  very  familiar  accusation  Ee  brought 
against  them  time  after  time,  when  He  says,  "You  do  not  know  Me  nor  my  Father, 
and  if  you  had  known  Me  you  would  also  know  mg   Pather.",  vs  19. 
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What  Jesus  is  trying  to  tell  these  people  and  meeting  with  little  success, 
is   lat  He  is  much  brighter  than  any  light  they  have  ever  seen  or  had.   He 
identifies  Himself  with  God  and  in  so  doing,  lie  is  saying  that  here  in  Him, 
in  His  life,  is  to  be  found  the  fulfillment  of  all  of  the  scriptures  they 
can  throw  against  Him  looking  for  proof, 

Jesus  was  saying  that  He  was  T^e  Light,  meaning  the  good  that  was  able  to  over- 
come the  darkness  or  evil,  in  the  world.   In  order  to  understand  perhaps  the 
full  implication  of  what  Jesus  was  trying  to  say,  we  need  to  look  at  the  word 
He  is  using.   The  word  in  Greek  is  FHG.J.   It  is  the  prefix  of  the  word  today 

iPHORUS.   The  entire  Greek  word  which  has  to  do  with  the  chemical  is 
PHOSPHOROG,  which  means=  kMftsi  bringer  of  light.   Broken  down  the  word  is= 

i«  a  light,  and  PHERBIN=  to  bear.   What  Jesus  is  claiming  is  that  He  is 
the  bringer  of  light,  that  He  is  a  radiance  that  is  brought  about  by  common 
means  but  that  is  brilliant  in  its  own  right.   Phosphorus  glows  in  the  dark, 
an   ;hus  we  see  that  Jesus  is  this  glowing  in  the  dark.   He  Is  the  light  to 
overcome  the  darkness  and  dispel  it,  and  to  show  It  up  for  what  it  is  in 
the  lives  of  people.  That  because  of  His  Him  shining  in  darkness,  the  darkness 
is  recognizable  as  sin, 

Ag  so  many  of  the  sayings  of  Jesus,  we  need  to  look  into  them  and  beyond  them 
to  really  understand  what  He  is  saying.  To  the  Jews  and  the  leaders  of  them 
He  was  merely  telling  nice  little  anecdotes  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
He  was  just  a  wild  eyed  no  account  preacher  who  came  from  that  nothing  f  lace 
Eazareth  and  spoke  in  that  uncultured,  and  HHS3±KEa:fcSEi±  nerve  grating  Aramaic, 
with  the  Galilean  drawl...   Beside  that  He  was  uneducated  and  to  be  likened 
to  that  other  nut  that  Herod  had  beheaded,  old  goofy  John  what's  his  name. 
Jesus  was  not  speaking  in  metaphors  or  veiled  language,  but  what  He  was  saying 
was  not  basically  understood  because  people  did  not  want  to  understand  what  He 
wa   saying.   They  were  content  in  their  own  comfortable  little  lives,  and  they 
did  not  want  to  be  threatened  out  of  that  comfortable  existence.   But  isn't 
much  of  the  world  and  people  in  general  like  this  today.   Ho  people 
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E"or  the  most  part  want  to  really  look  at  their  lives  and  them  make  the  necessary 
;har   s?   Of  course  not,  and  the  reason  of  course  is  that  we  all  toecome  comfort- 
able with  who  and  what  we  are.   It  is  so  much  easier  to  relax  with  us  being  just 
ourselves.   A.nd  if  we  decide  to  look  at  ourselves  in  a  different  way,  why,  that 
nay  mean  that  I  will  have  to  change  and  xifcaK  alter  the  way  I  now  live.   I  amy 
nave  to  give  up  a  few  things  in  my  life  which  are  not  just  what  they  should  be. 
ind  when  we  look  at  Jesus  and  understand  just  what  He  was,  and  especially  what 
He  was  saying  in  this  instance,  we  see  that  He  was  speaking  of  being  able  to  see 
through  the  artificiality  which  many  of  us  have  in  our  lives.   He  is  able  to  pene- 
trate behind  and  beyond  that  facade  we  put  vp   front  to  keep  the  outside  from  seeing 
into  our  lives,  and  to  know  us  for  what  we  are. 

Philip  Bliss  wrote  a  hymn  which  is  not  included  in  too  many  hymnals  anymore.   We 
sang  it  in  Sunday  School  when  I  was  a  kid.   It  had  to  do  with  the  whole  world 
being  in  the  dark.   The  name  of  it  was,  "The  Whole  'World  Was  Lost  In  The  Darkness 
of    ."   The  chorus  of  the  song  goes: 

Gome  to  the  light,  'tis  shining  for  thee;  Sweetly  the  light  has  dawned  upon  me, 
Once  I  was  blind,  but  now  I  can  see;  the  Light  of  the  world  is  Jesus. 
Oh  how  we  sang  that  in  Sunday  School,  qnd  oh  how  the  world  needs  this  message 
just  as  much  now.  W"  need  to  understand  that  God  in  giving  to  mankind  the 

Inheritance  we  have,  did  it  by  bringing  Light  into  the  darkened  world.   T  at 

and  is 
light  was  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  still  shining  in  the  darkness  and  the  darkness  has 

not  been  able  to  overcome  it.   But  the  question  needs  to  be  asked,  "Has  He  overcome 

the  darkness  in  our  lives,  or  has  the  darkness  overcome  that  Light?"   Let  us 

look  inward  and  seek  the  answer  which  only  we  ourselves  can  give. 
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The  Rev,   Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mrs.   Cvnoie  Sybert,    Junior  DuofR  Director 
Patty  McWilliams,    Dan  Bosko   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP      I  I :0O  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:  "Benedi  0TU»*  Karg-Elert 

"Come,   Ye  Blessed"  Wilson 

Please   remain  silent  during  organ  chjmes 
•Processional  Hymn   No.     1^9      "Our  sins,    our   sorrows" 
"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession   (I'm  Unison)    ''Have  mercy  upon  us,   0  Goo, 

ACCORDING  TO  THY  LQV \ NG-K I NDNESS I     ACCQRDfNG  TO  THE 
MULTITUDE  OF  THY  TENDER  MERCIES  BLOT  OUT  OUR  TBAN3GRES 
AND  OUR  SIN  IS  EVER  BEFORE  US,    PURGE  US  ANn  WC  SHALL 
clean;  WASH  US  AND  WE  SHALL  BE  WHITER  THAN  snow,   Crea 
IN  US  CLEAN  HEARTS,  0  GOD,   AND  RENEW  A  RIGHT  SPIRIT  Wl 

us.      Cast  us   not   away   from   thy  presence,    and   take   not 
Holy  Spirit   from  us.      Amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation   and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of   Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Prajsf 

T0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

And   our   mouth   shall  show  forth  thy   praIs 
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t   Peter  2s    I— I  0 
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Anthem:      "In   Pastures   Green*      Junior   Choir  - 

Solo   -  Lloyd  Link 
Sermon:  "The   Inheritance;      Adoption" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.      289  "Soldiers   of  Christ,    arise" 
•Benedict  ion  and   Three  Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postlude        "To   God   Alone   Be  Highest   PRAtBEftBACH 
--------  •Congregation   Standing   ------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on   the  Altar  have  seen   placed   »y 

The  Carl  Hollefseund   FAMtLv    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers   today    are!      *Don  KiMQflLEY,    DarvL 
Tait,    John   Dreher,    Gary  P.enar   and   Richard  Mangel. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    Donald   Kennedy  will  represent   Council 

at   the  door   today. 
Nursery  will  be  provided   today   by  Mrs.    Virginia  Mangel, 

Mrs.   Martha   Derewfoki    and   Jodie  Mahte. 
Baptjzed  Today:      Brandy    Lvni^e  Holt  -  Born   Feb,.    26,  '7^ 
Daughter  of  Mr,   &  Mrs.    Paul  Holt.      Justin  Paul  Sheppeck 
ppeck  -  Horn  Nov.   2^,  r7J>. 
Pract ice. 


be  \JT  &j  Soly   0p  Wr-    &  WrS-    William    Shep 

Tf  ",Vv  ton)ght  -  6:30  -  Junior  Choir  P 

thin    Jtfjp     Tonight  -  7-9  -  Youth  Fellowtshi 


Thou   didst   teach   the  throng i 
people" 


•Pastor  t 
•People : 
•Oqxology     No. 

SCR  IPTURE'r 

Hymn  of  the  Month  No,  129 

•Affirmation  of  Our  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Glorta  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People;  And  with  thy  spirit- 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray, 
Prayer  ano  Prayer  Response 
Offehi no 

Offertory:     "God's  Morning" 
Baptism  of  Infants 


I 


) 


jv  Mo no  ay  -  7:00  -  Womens   Fellowship  Board  Meeting. 

' ^9  Next  Sunday  -   (Apr.    k)    Congregational  Meeting  after 

^      Church   to  vote  on  Bill  Ohl  as  Youth  Director,      the 

Council  has   recommended  that  we   elect  Sill  to  continue 
through  the   year  as   the   Youth  Director  and  Director 
^a,oF  Christian  Education. 

^^'Tdoay    is   One  Great  Hour   of  Sharing   -   tr  vou   forgot   your 
envelope,    there   are   extra   ones    in  the   Narthex..      This 
'" "  '    finish  up   the  gifts   to  og'hs  today. 
Mes.    Emma   Heginbotham  would   like   to  thank    the   Congre- 
gation  for   Flowers,    Cards   and  get  well  wishes   and 
a  special  thanks   to  rev.    l| nk. 
Mrs,    Edward  King  would   like  to  express   her  thanks 
to   the  Congregation  for  thetr  prayers  and   cards   for 
Mr,    King  when  he  was   a   patient   at  Allegheny  Gen.    Hobp, 
If  vou   are    interested    in  having  a   lily  for   the   Altar 
for  Easter  -  now    is  the  time  to  order    it,       The   lilies 
will  only  be  $3*25  this  year  s \ nce  they  are  being 
purchased  from  someone  different  this  year,     they 
will  have  at  least  three  rl00ms. 
^^If  you  know  or  anyone   (ntehesteo    ingoing   the  Church 

LET    SOMEONE     IN    THE    OFFICE    KNOW*         PALM    SuNOA»Y       'EH 
MEMBERS     WILL    BE     RECEIVED.  fr*/!/ jfgfMf 

^/ft)^//"      /Tf*A*JP*-        £/<W<**r         7*S?W*4^  /  °* 


"The  Inheritance:  Adoption" 
Ex.  6:7a   }  I  /ILL  TAKE  U  2  HE  4  A  PEOPLE 

fl^ATI  RYfiilTT.j  ■i-nYN.M 
(J   k  2  Isites  S:  tell  specl  peop  2  Him, 
This  Inheritsnce  thru  Gov, they  children  &  peop 
Js  Xp  abol  old  Cov=adopt  Blievers  fam  of  G. 
Thi;   'eter  say  churchs  4sia  Kin,  (READ  PETER  TEST) 
GT-=iiAO>l=bod  peop,muilttcomm  peop, nation 
no  just  individ,but  c  ngreg=Ch  Js  Xp 
1 ,  rivilege,  2.  Obedience  3.  Possession 

Privilege  entail  diffi  discip  lif ,2  B  mem  a  PRIVTleg 
Hav  ask  why  many  no  join, or  sum  join  no  sum???? 
Anser=no  count  privilege  2  B  member 
Clllus  Gath  Oh  Corml 
Good  few  laffs,sura  offend  but  it  tru  if  member 

Obedience:  this  2  liv  as  G  expect, it  mean  cum  &  partic 

Salv  &  works=Cannot  earn  way, but  work  Bcuz;  luv  Lord 
rillns  old  sRvafift  f:.  Xpianity) 
Gonfus  this  man  tieip  us  unaerst  no  keep  ritual  law, 
&  restricts  2  B  obedient 

Others  say:no  work  Bcuz  Salvation  &  no  need, 
(111ns  football  coach  Z-.   tired  p&ayers ,fans  need  exer) 
This  tru  en  2day,  *   v 

Wen  consid  pd  attend  2  number  offic  particips 
;e  G  small  grp  field  struggle, &  rest  in  stands  eat 
hotdogs  ?--,   popcorn  &  no  do  nothing 
G's  strategy  ksx±  no  call  4  professionals  2  do  work 
But  every  1  shud  B  doing  cert  tasks  obligs 

""  ^iTvil  fhiPf  AfT>ifta.fe  P-nod  or  had  X-njnniO 
lis  truth  we  need, peop  shud  G  G  reflect  livs 
Then  we  possessed  by  G 
T  's  lif  Bcum  realit  wen  activ  seek  liv  as  G  want 
Neea— 2  draw  clos  2  G  thru  Word, read  &  meditate 
2  Bcum  strong  prayer  &  convers  with  Him 
"    "  sho  luv  4  all  His  children 

All  this  mean  compl  submission  2  Him 
Clllns  Abff  l.incnln  visit  wounded), 
T-^is  man  no  evade  respons  &  sho  possess  by  G 

G  want  all  this  fom  us  &  if  we  do: 
If  we  count  priv  2  B  mems  X's  church 
If  we  obed  2  how  wud  hav  us  liv 
If  let  G  possess  us  all  say  fe  do, 
Then  we  can  truthfully  know  the  Inheritance  of  God, 
as  His  adopted  chilren. 


"The  Inheritance :  Adoption" 

Texts.  Exodus  6:7a,  And  I  will  take  you  to  me  for  a  people. 

1  Pr^er  2:9,10,  But  ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  an  holy 
nat_.  ,i,  a  peculiar  people;  that  ye  should  show  forth  the  praises  of  Him  who 
hath  called  you  out  of  darkness  and  into  His  marvelous  light:  which  in  time 
past  were  not  a  people,  but  are  now  the  people  of  God. 

(READ  TEXT&fcx  from  Exodus). 

God  is  speaking  to  the  Israelites  and  telling  them  that  they  are  to  be  a  special 

people  to  Him.   This  is  a  part  of  the  Inheritance  He  is  giving  to  them,  but  it 

is  contingent  upon  their  keeping  of  the  Covenant.   They  are  His  children,  and 

will  be  His  people  if  they  keep  the  law.   But  we  need  to  understand  that  witG 

the  advent  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  law  was  abolished  and  people  no  longer  needed 

to  be  slaves  to  that  law  or  the  Old  Covenant.   The  New  Covenant  was  established, 

and  this  was  the  adoption  of  the  believer  into  the  family  of  God. 

This  is  what  Feter  is  saying  to  the  churches  in  Asia  Minor  as  we  read  in  the 

9th  and  xSxkxxk  10th  verses  of  our  Scripture  for  this  morning.   (Read  these  ve  ■:■ 

Pete^  is  telling  the  Christians  of  these  individual  churches  that  they  are  a 

special  group  of  people.   They  are  not  just  anybody,  but  they  are  now  chosen, 

selected,  and  here  is  that  thinking  again,  they  have  been  brought  -from  darkness 

to  light.   This  then  seta  them  apart.   The  Greek  word  for  this  special  people 

is  the  word  LAOS,  which  means  "  A  body  of  people,  a  multitude,  the  common  people, 

a  nation  of  people,"   I  us  we  see  it  is  not  only  each  person  individually,  but 

the  group  of  people. 

So  if  we  look  at  it  In  this  light  we  see  that  leter  is  speaking  to  the  Christians 

as  a  group,  as  a  church,  and  individually  on  a  one  to  one  basis.   As  we  look  at 

what  Peter  had  to  say  about  this  adoption  by  God,  we  can  see  that  there  are  three 

that  being  chosen  by  God  is  a 
main  areas  which  are  covered  here.   The  first  is.*»  priviledge,  «BL*i****-# 

SxxistiaHXSHXxaxKkMKEfexmsnifeKEX  The  second  Is  that  being  chosen  requires  obedience, 

XHXMkaXxSHSxwsraxsxXEHisxMtsxEkxXatERii   And  the  third  is  that  being  chosen  means 

that  a  person  Is  possessed  by  God. 

To  &e  chosen  by  God  as  one  of  His  children,  or  as  a  Con  of  God  is  a  distinct 

priviledge.   It  is  something  that  entails  a  different  kind  of  discipline  of  life 
than  is  engendered  by  the  world  in  other  areas.  The  reason  why  many,  many  more 


-2- 

people  do  not  become  members  of  the  church  is  because  they  are  not  willing  to  acc- 
ept  e  priviledge  of  membership.   And  it  is  that,  a  priviledge.   In  the  Church 
Jesus  Christ  offers  to  each  person  the  privilege  of  a  new  and  better  relationship 
with  God.   I~is  is  a  responsibility  that  not  every  hhkxwJib  one  can  bear,  and  even 
many  who  Join  the  Church  are  willing  to  bear  it.  Have  you  ever  analyzed  why 
some  people  join  the  Church  and  then  do  not  bother  to  come,  except  on  special 
occasions  or  very  sporadically?   The  answers  may  be  varied,  nnd  can  be  very 
complex.  But  to  make  it  as  simple  as  possible  to  understand,  those  who  are  mem- 
bers and  rather  inactive,  are  people  who  do  not  count  it  a  privilege  to  be  a 
part  of  the  chosen  body  of  Christ. 

(Illustration  of  Roman  Catholic  church  in  Conn.  &  paper  sent  to  members). 
This  may  be  good  for  a  few  laughs  with  some  of  the  inactive  members,  and  I  am 
sure  it  would  amount  to  a  source  of  irritation  for  still  others.   But  for  those 
who  do  not  count  it  a  privilege  to  be  a  part  of  God's  chosen  group,  it  would 
simj^  be  ignored  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  way  other  sources  of  irritation 
are  gotten  rid  of. 

To  be  obedient  as  a  member  of  God's  select  group  is  to  live  up  to  the  fullest 
that  God  desires  from  His  children.  As  a  member  of  ChristSs  church  we  are  to 
be  active  and  to  participate  in  its  services  and  use  our  abilities  for  the  Lord. 
We  do  this  not  because  our  Salvation  is  based  upon  our  works,  meaning  that  we 
do  not,  use  work  our  way  to  heaven.   Nor  can  we  earn  it  by  working  for  it. 
But  we  labor  in  the  Church  because  sm  of  our  love  for  the  Lord,  and  for  providing 
us  with  ialvation. 

(Illustration  of  savage  warrior  and  too  old  to  work  as  a  Christian) 
The  confusion  of  this  man  helps  us  to  understand  that  it  is  not  the  keeping  of 
a  ritualistic  set  of  laws,  nor  a  conformity  to  certain  restrictions  that  makes 
a  Christian  obedient  to  the  Lord  in  His  Church.   But  instead  it  is  being  an 
act   J  participant  in  the  affairs  of  the  Church  which  shows  our  obedience. 
But  there  is  another  mistaken  notion  taken  by  others  and  that  is  the  idea  that 
since  we  do  not  work  for  our  salvation  it  is  not  necessary  to  do  any  works  at 
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(Iir   tration  of  football  coach.  &  22  tired  men,  &  40,000  in  need  of  exercise) 
This  is  the  state  of  affairs  in  most  keek  of  our  churches  today,   jfexiiaxa  When  we 
consider  the  paid  attendance  to  the  number  ofcactual  participants  we  often  see 
a  small  group  of  workers  struggling  on  the  field  while  the  rest  of  the  cong- 
regation is  on  the  sidelines  eating  hotdogs  and  popcorn. 

The  strategy  which  God  has  for  His  program  does  not  call  for  only  professionals 
to  do  the  job,  but  for  everyone  to  do  a  certain  nob  or  task. 
(Illustration  of  Trib  =.1  chief  in  Africa  telling  tribe  if  not  better  by  being 
Christians,  then  they  could  not  become  Christians). 

What  he  was  saying  was  a  basic  fact  of  Christianity.   This  fact  is  that  being 
a  Christiand  and  a  member  of  the  Jhristian  community  should  make  us  live  in  such 
a  way  that  the  world  can  see  God  in  our  lives.   And  they  should  be  able  to  see 
God  in  us  individually,  as  well  as  when  we  meet  collectively.   If  this  is  true, 
thei.__;here  is  evidence  of  god's  people  being  possessed  by  God. 
This  type  of  life  becomes  a  reality  when  we  actively  seek  to  live  life  as  God 
has  set  it  forth  to  be  lived.  T>,is  means  a  new  and  stronger  desire  to  Improve 
our  selves,  and  in  particular  to  improve  how  we  live.   We  need  to  be  drawing 
closer  to  God  through  the  reading  and  meditating  upon  His  Word.   We  need  to  be 
conversing  with  Him  in  prayer.   We  need  to  be  showing  our  love  toward  all  of 
His  children  regardless  of  how  they  may  treat  us.   It  means  a  complete  submission 
of  our  wills  to  His  will. 

(Illustration  of  .ibraham  Lincoln  and  visiting  wounded  and  dying) „ 

Here  was  a  man  who  did  not  attempt  to  evade  responsibilities,  and  who  made  himself 
available  to  the  needs  of  others.  Mr.  Lincoln  showed  by  his  life,  a  possession 
by  God  which  few  presidents  have  shown. 

Thus  if  we  count  it  a  privilege  to  be  a  member  of  Christ's  Church,  and  we  are 
obe   jnt  to  Miist  how  He  would  have  us  live,  and  If  we  let  God  possess  us  in  all 
we  are  and  do  and  say;  then  we  can  truthfully  know  the  Inheritance  of  God  as  His 
adopted  children. 


Ohe  Inheritance:  Shepherd" 

Text:  Jn  1^11,  T  AM  THE  COOT)   SHEVHERD:  THE  GOOD 

T5KEl-HEi?.D   GIV^TH   HIS   LIFE   4   HIS   SHEEP 
S<       p.    Jn  10:11-Tlr~ 

(Read  Text") 

"Js   ade  statement  &  then  explain  in  detail 
IK-  say,  "I  hav  good  news  ''-  bad  news" 
1st  bad  news  vss  12,15, 
'.Vebster=1  who  only  wor""  &   wages  pd,  a  pers  who  will 

folio  anyl  orders  4  pay,  a  mercenary 
Js  say  good  sheps  &  bad  sheps 
bad  sheps  only  hired  ho: 
Js  describ  danger  B  shep  Pales,  wolves  wild  anims 
shep  respons  4  sheep, had  sho  pruf  wat  happen  them 
fScrint  .1,1 1  "^^^i  "t>s  1 

Hireling  no  do  ,iob  as  real  shep  &  this  Js  say 
NOW  TIL,         9=  shep  kno  floe  &  they  kno  Him  & 

she   lay  down  lif  4-  sheep   Kf  — /y« 
Dr.  Thomson  book  Land  &  Book  tell  shep  stories,  &  1 
bout  shep  5  Bedouin  robbers  hack  pes  in  flock  sheep 
Js  say  literal  truth  bout  shepherding, 
He  1  almost  born  2B  shep,  He  tend  as  soon  old  enuf 
He  knew  sheep  by  name 
(Illus  Scottish  shfvnhRrri  a-,  names  of  sheen') 
This  Good  Shep  Js  speak  bout 
wen  mak  compar  Btween  good  &  false  C  diff 
Js  then  tell  other  sheep  vs  16 
Wat  say-Jews  no  hav  exclus  sheep fold, but  ope  2  othei 
He  speak  Gentiles  -.  that  you  &  me 
Jrob  another  reason  well  disliked 
Jews  were  exclus  &  Bliev  market  corner  with  Messiah 
Js  speak  other  sheep  given  salv  He  couldnot  B 
ae  Messiah 
But  can  understand  that  Js  say  G  mak  provis  4  thoz 
who  cum  2  Him,  who  outside  Jew  fold 

(Illus  Kgerton  Young  mi  ssi  rmarv  to  indians  Saskatch") 
Vividly  show  wat  try  to  say, 
Js  ident  as  good  shep  &  as  such  prov  leadship  flocl 
Equally  import  fact  He  spok  of  B  shep  others 
Bsides  the  Jews. 
Thus  new  &  unique  relationship  founded  by  Js  Xp. 
He  giv  2  mankind  the  Inherit  from  G, 
as  established  thru  Him,  the  Shepherd. 


»-     ST.  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 

March  31,  1976 
The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr.  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 
Patty  McWilliams,  Dan  Bosko  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  '■TJRSHtP  I  I  :00  A.M. 
Prelude  Music:    "Behold  the  Lamb  of  Gop"   Handel 
"Pastorale  !n  C"  Wely 

S| LENT  MEDI TATION 

♦Processional  Hymn  No.  k6f   "I  love  to  tell  the  story" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*  I NVOCAT 1  ON 

Scripture:  John    I Oj    11-13 

♦Gloria   Patri 
Evening   Prayer  and   Choral  Response 
Offering 

Offertory  "Gentle  Shepherd"  Blake 

Hymn  No.    H6b  "He   leadeth  me" 

Sermon'  "The    Inheritance:   Shepherd" 

♦Hymn   No.    U72  "What  a   friend  we   have    in  Jesus" 

♦Benedi cti on 
♦Threefold  Amen 

♦Postlude  "Postluoe    tN  G"  Reao 

--------  *Congregati on   Standing  -------- 

¥      "ou   know  of  anyone  wanting  to  join  the  Church  - 
t^tASE  contact   the  Pastor  or  Secretary  or   put   aS-ip 
in  the  offering   plate.      New  members   will   be  taken    in 
on  Palm  Sunday. 

Good  Friday  Breakfast  for  Men  -  6:00  A.M.  -  YMCA  - 
J.  Walter  Harmon  and  Kenneth  Weitzel  have  tickets 
for  $1.50  -  The  Rev.    C.    Kenneth  Hall  will   be  Speaker. 

Good  Friday  Breakfast   for  Women  -  7:30  A.M.    -  YWCA 
Auditorium  -  Guest  Speaker:      Rev.    Edgar  R.    Jones    from 
Pitts.    Theological  Seminary.      "The  Modern  and   the 
Miraculous"     Special  Music  by  Mrs,    Paul  Hqbaugh,    Organist; 
YWCA  Golden  Age  Chorus;   Hill  UP  Bell  Choir  -  $1.00 
Reservations   are  Required  -  call   before   you   are  disappointed 
'o  cannot  get  tickets. 

-     ftl£i        -  '    ■  '  ' 


"The  Inheritance:  Shepherd" 

Oexfc:  John  10:11,  "I  AM  THE  GOOD  SHEPHERD:  THE  GOOD  SHEPHERD  GIVETH  HIS  LIFE 

FOR  HIS  SHEEP." 

Scr^ture:  John  10:11-18 

(Read  Text ) .   KBX»33fcpc:W^irx::5XKXHKSK£xx±KXi«xx2K»^ 

XH3t 

fc3arcwHBHx£KKttsxs^£xfcfri3XXK$sX8:$K^ 
«*XKa$XXiPCW3SH$X8X^HgXXxXxH«TOX^B^^ 

xKJxs* 

Jesus  made  this  statement  first.   Then  He  began  to  explain  this  to  them  in  a  bit 
of  detail.   But  perhaps  to  put  it  in  terms  which  we  can  understand  better,  He 
was  saying,  "I  have  some  good  news,  and  I  have  some  bad  news."   "First  the  toad 
news,"   (Read  vss  12,15,).   Jesus  was  speaking  of  someone  who  worked  for  pay. 
The  dictionary  identifies  the  word  hireling,  which  is  what  is  used  in  these 
verses, as  one,  "./ho  only  works  for  £xxx  the  wages  he  is  paid;"  and,  "a  person 
who  will  follow  anyone's  orders  for  pay,  a  mercenary."  So  Jesus  is  saying 
the~e  are  good  shepherds  and  there  are  bad  shepherds.   But  the  bad  shepherds 
cannot  really  be  identified  as  a  shepherd,  since  they  are  only  the  hired  help. 
The  person  identified  as  the  shepherd  is  the  one  who  owns  the  flock.   HExixxitas 

BXBXXKl5XBS2X£IXXKB±X&Hllg(;taXXXl[i&X]SKX±XXHXX:te^ 

Jesus  is  making  a  distinction  here  between  those  who  only  work  at  the  Job  as  a 
shepherd,  and  those  who  really  are  shepherds. 

Jesus  is  describing  in  very  real  terms  the  dangers  of  being  a  shepherd  in  Pal- 
estine.  There  was  always  the  very  real  and  present  danger  of  wolves,  and  the 
separation  of  shepherd  and  hired  worker  took  place  when  the  flock  was  in  danger. 
The  shepherd  was  absolutely  responsible  for  the  sheep.   If  anything  happened  to 
them,  he  had  to  produce  visible  proof  that  what  took  place  was  not  his  fnult. 
imsxt  He  had  to  show  something  left  over  from  the  sheep  as  proof  of  how  the 
animal  had  died.   Amos  tells  a  portion  of  this  when  he  uses  the  RBKrpKEi&BHXHx 
Kk*^XHxkmxxkspkK»*xSHBxx:fcH  duties  of  a  shepherd  as  hxh  an  illustration  in  Amos 
3:T2,  As  the  shepherd  taketh  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion  two  legs,  or  a  piece 
of  an  ear."   The  Mosaic  law  had  a  provision  in  it  that  a  person  taking  c*re  of 
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sheep  or  livestock  had  to  produce  a  portion  of  it  as  proof  it  was  killed  and  thus 
he   d  not  have  to  replace  it.   We  read  this  in  Exodus  22:15,  "If  it  be  torn 
in  pieces,  then  let  him  bring  it  for  witness  and  he  shall  not  make  good  that 
which  was  torn."   This  wa^  the  shepherd  showed  that  he  was  unable  to  prevent  the 
death  of  the  animal.   David  told  Saul  how  he  had  battled  both  lion  and  bear 
when  tending  his  father's  sheep.   And  Isaiah  speaks  of  a  group  of  shepherds 
banding  together  and  going  out  after  a  lion  who  was  killing  sheep. 
Go  what  Jesus  is  striving  to  convey  is  that  a  person  who  is  merely  at  the  task 
of  tending  sheep  strictly  for  the  pay,  is  not  ;:oing  to  do  the  same  job  as  the 
real  shepherd  who  owns  the  flock. 

Then  Jesus  says,  "Now  the  good  news."  The  good  news  is  that  the  shepherd  knows 
his  flock,  and  the  flock  know  him,  and  if  necessary  the  good  shepherd  will  sac- 
rifice his  life  for  the  sheep. 

A  Dr.  Thomson  who  studied  Palestine  fairly  thoroughly  and  who  wrote  a  book  en- 
tiJ  id,  "The  Land  and  the  Book,"  wrote  how  the  shepherds  were  very  active  in 
protecting  their  flocks.  He  told  of  one  shepherd  who  fought  with  3  Bedoin 
robbers  between  Tiberias  and  Tabor,  and  he  was  hacked  to  pieces  among  the  sheep 
he  was  defending.   So  what  Jesus  was  saying  was  a  literal  truth  about  shep- 
herding.  A  real  shepherd  was  one  who  was  almost  born  to  be  a  shepherd.   lie 
was  sent  out  with  the  flock  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  go.   He  knew  the 
sheep  very  often  by  name. 

(illustration  of  Scottish  shepherd  and  knowing  his  sheep.) 
This  was  the  good  shepherd  which  Jesus  was  speaking  about.   But  when  we  compare 

this  shepherd  with  the  false  shepherd,  we  see  that  he  was  in  it  for  reasons  of 

'jonetimes  these  were  men  hiding  from  the  law. 
benefits,  or  security,  or  whatever  he  could  get  out  of  it.   But  he  was  not 

about  to  lose  his  life  for  one  of  those  stupid  sheep  entrusted  to  him.   So  then 

we  have  the  comparison  Jesus  was  trying  to  make. 

Bu'  Jesus  continues  on  with  these  thoughts  and  tells  of  other  sheep,  vs  16. 

What  He  was  saying  to  them  was  that  this  sheepfold  was  not  exclusively  for  the 

Jews,  but  was  open  to  other  people  as  well.   And  when  He  said  that  He  had  other 
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sheep  which  were  not  of  this  fold,  He  was  speaking  about  the  Gentiles.   That 
raea   you  and  me.   This  is  probably  another  reason  why  He  was  so  well  disliked. 
The  Jews  were  an  exclusive  people a  and  they  believed  they  had  the  market  cornered 
with  the  Messiah.  And  so  when  Jesus  began  to  speak  of  coming  to  provide  sal- 
vation for  others,  and  in  particular  Gentiles,  Kkx±   why  then  He  couldn't  be  the 
promised  Messiah. 

But  we  can  xkkxxehjh  understanf  from  what  Jesus  is  saying  that  God  is  making 
provision  for  those  who  would  come  to  Him,  and  who  are  outside  the  Jewish  fold. 
(Illustration  of  Egerton  Young,  missionary  to  Indians  in  Sashkatchewan) 
I  think  this  shows  very  vividly  what  1  have  been  striving  to  express.   Jesus 
identified  Himself  as  the  Good  Shepherd,  and  as  such  was  striving  to  prove  His 
leadership  of  the  flock  of  God.  But  equally  important  was  the  fact  that  He 
spoke  of  being  the  Shepherd  of  others  besides  the  Jews.   Tvus  a  new  and  unique 
relationship  was  founded  by  Christ.   He  was  giving  to  mankind  The  Inheritance  f 
frc   God,  as  established  through  Him  as  the  Shepherd. 


"Phe   Inheritance:    Kestorati 
Text:    Jn  11:25,25,   ,  "'         ,,    1   4M   SEE  . 

•  , 

3  i,1V.      &  HE  WHC   i 
HE. 

Scripture:  John  11:14-27 

row  cub  2  nether  import  part  G's  Inher,  &  a^ain  thru 
Js  speak  ?  Knrth  "■.  she  no  underst  Js 

V/at  He  say  only  compre  by  spiritu  think/no  intellect 

Look  bale  in  chap  ..;  it  tell  Laz  sick, 

vs  4-,  Js  say  purpos  this  ilj 

"  6,  almost  delib  Js  wait  2  B  cert  Laz  ded  &  do  feat 

.  inform  discips  %o   2  Judea,S-.  they  quest  this? 
"  11,  tell  them  Laz  ded,  but  they  think  sleep 

:,.'  oueat  sine  Laz  sleep  he  gain  strength, 
14,  bjrt  Js  tell  them  Laa  ded 
"  15,  expl  Bcuz  He  no  t her, they  wud  C  power  3 

Arrive  "■.  find  Lz  ded  4  days 
Vs  31,22,  Haxth  feel  He  ther  Laz  no  die, 

Ik  half  expect  miracle  here 
"  2J,  He  will  rise  again, 

"  S4-,  she  answer  classic  w  .,       e  3ay,  OH 
Sow  we  need  look  how  Jews  felt  bout  deth, 
(Illustrations  of  01   thinking) 

Vs  jHe,?5,2G,  /fords  lik  bolt  lightning  on  world 

La  happen  approx  1  month  3for  cruci,ileth,resurr 
Is  stand  threshold  grtest  feat  performed 
But  it  His  words  stand  out,  incident  anticlioactic 
He  ^ay:  I  am  that  which  cones  bak  2  lif ,  1  am  life 
1  .  that  accpts  me  4-  wat  I  am, even  tho  ded  in  sins 
he  going  2  liv.   ihoever  liv  :,-.   B  folio  mine  no  die 
-lot  say,  no  deth, but  lif  Byond  &  prepped  &  pass  thru 
2  lif 

[Illus  Tokichi  l3hii  criminal, murderer) 
■  restoration  thru  Xp, 
-his  wat  Js  say, 

1nce  hopless  creatur, sudden  worthwile,hopless/hopfi: 

Hot  always  dramatic  8s  sudden 

Can  happ  small  way  2  wher  pers  realiz  liv  lived  Byonc 

G  is  pointless 

It  at  this  tim  pers  pointed  2  Sav  &   wat  do  4  mankinc 

This  wat  G  eay=I  redeem, I  sav, I  deliver  etc. 

It  wat   Js  reiter=I  AM  IHK   iiL'jURR  &  THE  LIF, 

DHis   our  INHERIT  thru  RKJTORATI0N2   BROT   BOUT   BY  Js   Xt. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

BlITLEH,     PENNSYLVANIA 

ApBiL    7.      1976 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Eugene  Stephenson,  Organist 
Mr,  Ralph  Cooper,  Choir  Director 

BheNOA  MaRBURGER,  RlCKY  V|NROE  -  ACOLYTES 

ORDER  OF  'WSHIP     7=  JO  P.M. 
Prelude:  "Songs    in  the  Night"  Lorenz 

Silent  Meditation 
•Processional  Hymn  No.   239     "Ask  ve  what  great  thing    I 

know™ 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
'Invocation 

Scripture:  John   [U  14-27 

•Gloria  Patri 
Evening   Prayer  and   Choral  Response 
Offer  INS 

Offertory  "0  Thou  Who  Makest  Souls  to   Shine" 

arr.      Ender 
Hymn  Wo.   252     "Take  Thou  our  mi  nob,    dear  Lord" 
Sermon:  "The   Inheritance:      Restoration" 

•Hymn  No.    481        "Day    is  oving    in  the  west" 
•Benedi ction 

reefold  Amen 
•fostlude  "Retrospection"  Ashford 

__-__  'Congregation  Standing  -«.-.  —  -  —  - 

Gooo  Friday  Breakfast  for  Men  -  6:00  A.M.  -  YMCA  - 
J.  Walter  Harmon  and  Kenneth  Weitjel  have  tickets 
-  $1.50  -  The  Rev.   C,    Kenneth  Hail  will  be   speaker. 

Gooo   Friday  Breakfast  for  WomgM  -  7:30  A-M-   -  Ywc* 
Auditorium  -  Guest  Speaker:  Rev.    Edgar  Jones   from 
Pitts.    Theological  Seminary.      "The  Modern   and   the 
Miraculous"     Special  Music   by  Mrs.    Paul  Hobaugh. 
Organist;      VWCA  Golden  Age   Chorus;   HillU.    P.    Bell 
Choir  -  jl.OQ  Reservations   are  Required  -  call   before 

YOU  ARE  OIBAPPOINTED  AND  CANNOT  GET   ICKETS. 
tw  MEMBERS  WILL  BE  RECEIVED  ON  PaLM  SUNDAY. 


"The  Inheritance:  Restoration" 

Text:  John  11:25,   Jesus  said  unto  her,  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life;  He 
26   that  believeth  in  rae,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live. 
And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die. 

Scripture:  John  11:14-2? 

We  have  now  come  to  another  very  important  parts  of  God's  Inheritance  for  raan- 
kinfi  and  this  was  given  again  through  Jesus  Christ.   In  our  scripture  for  this 
evening  Jesus  speakin      artha  states  something  which  is  utterly  foreign  to 
her  and  has  eluded  even  the -smartest  minds  in  the  world.   What  lie  stated  can 
only  be  understood  and  comprehended  by  someone  who  is  thinking  along  spiritual 
lines,  whereas  most  people  think  in  intellectual  terras. 

But  before  we  expound  what  He  said  perhaps  we  need  to  backtrack  in  the  chapter 
and  look  at  what  was  tallng  place.   In  the  portion  of  scripture  we  read  Jesus 
begins  by  telling  them  that  His  friend  Lazarus  is  dead.   The  scripture  preceeding 
this  tells  of  Lazarus  being  sick  and  word  being  sent  to  Hesus  about  this.   He 
explains  in  vs  4,  that  there  was  a  purpose  In  mind  for  this  illness.   In  vs 
6    almost  sounds  as  though  Jesus  waited  deliberately  to  be  certain  that  Laza- 
rus would  die  so  that  He  could  perform  the  feat  He  had  intenddd.  Bo  He  in- 
forms His  disciples  that  He  is  going  back  to  Judea  and  they  question  His  think- 
ing along  these  lines.  In  vs  11  He  tells  them  that  LRzarus  is  dead,  but  they 
think  He  is  speaking  of  resting  since  He  uses  the  term  sleeping.   They  in  tucn 
question  that  since  Lazarus  is  sleeping  he  is  gaining  his  strength  back,  and  it 
is  at  this  point  that  Jesus  must  tell  them  frankly  and  sincerely  that  Lazarus  is 
not  asleep,  but  He  is  instead  dead. 

He  explains  that  because  He  was  not  there,  they  would  be  able  to  see  the  power 
of  G-od,  vs  15.   And  so  He  arrives  and  finds  that  Lazarus  Bias  been  dead  for  4  day; 

.ehow  or  other  Martha  felt  that  had  Jesus  been  there  her  brother  would  not 
have  died,  and  she  says  as  much  to  Him,  vs  21,22.  She  acts  like  she  is  half 
expecting  a  miracle  in  vs  22, 

J   is  words  of  reassurance  to  her  are  that  Lazarus  will  rise  again,  vs  23. 
She  answers  Him  in  a  rather  classical  wgty  vs  24,  and  I  am  sure  that  some  of  it 

really  loses  its  true  meaning  in  being  translated.   She  probably  answered, 
"Oh  sure,  he's  going  to  rise  again.   What  do  you  think  I  am  believing  this? 


is  going  to  rise  at  the  final  resurrection  if  there  is  one.'1 
It  '   at  this  point  that  we  need  to  look  at  how  the  Jews  felt  and  believed  about 

beyond  death.  The  scriptures  in  the  Clfi  'Testament  are  full  of  references 
to  their  beliefs. 

(Illustrations  of  scriptures  about  this,  Barclay,  Jaily  Study  Bible,  Jn  Vol2,108) 
nJ  so  it  is  at  this  point  that  jacxhaaxxsointxEKHsixldnE  Martha  and  the  others  assem- 
bled hear  the  words  that  were  to  break  forth  upon  them  like  a  bolt  of  lightning. 
This  kk  particular  event  took  place  approximately  one  month  before  He  was  cruci- 
fied, died  and  rose  Himself  from  the  rjrave.   It  is  at  this  point  that  Jesus 
stands  on  the  threshold  of  performing  the  greatest  feat  He  has  ever  performed. 
But  it  is  His  words  which  stand  out  in  this  incident.   The  incident  itself  al- 
though spectacular,  is  anticlimatic. 

He  is  saying  I  am  that  which  comes  back  to  life,  1  am  life  period,  lie   that 
sincerely  accepts  me  for  what  I  am,  even  for  all  intents  and  purposes  he  is  dead 
in   is  sins,  hopelessly  lost  in  life,  he  is  feoing  to  live.   And  whoever  is  living 
and  being  a  follower  of  mine  shall  never  die.   He  did  not  mean  they  would  not 
taste  death,  but  that  for  them  there  was  life  promised  and  prepared  and  death 
was  merely  a  passing  from  one  room  to  another. 
(Illustration  of  Tokichi  Ishii  criminal  and  murderer) 

Here  is  an  example  of  Restoration  which  takes  place  through  Christ.   This  is 
what  Jesus  was  talking  about.   A  once  hopeless  life  is  suddenly  made  hopeful . 
A  once  wasted  individual  is  suddenly  a  worthwhile  creature.   But  it  need  not 
always  be  this-  dramatic  and  sudden.   It  can  happen  in  small  ways  too  where  a 
person  realizes  that  life  lived  beyond  what  God  would  have  for  us  Is  pointless, 
atH*xsHxtkHxtEHKiHgxazHrai±xaaBtxpi  It  is  at  this  point  that  perhaps  that  person 
is  pointed  to  the  Saviour  and  what  He  did  for  mankind.   This  is  what  God  is 
saying  when  He  spoke  to  the  Israelites  and  said,  "I  will  save  you,  I  will  redeem 

yc   and  so  on."   It  is  also  what  Jesus  is  reiterating  when  He  says,  "I  am  the 

our 
resurreetion  and  the  life,,"   This  is  SaittK  Inheritance,  through  thr  Restoration 

broug&t  about  by  Jesus  Christ. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

BUTLER,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Fifth   Sunday   in  Lent  April  It,    1 976 

The   Rev.    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 

Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Cho I n   Director 

Brenoa  Marbuhger,    Ricky  Vinroe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP    1 1 :O0  A.M. 
Prelude  Music!      "Jesus,   Word  of  Goo   Incarnate"     Mozart 
"0   Divine  Redeemer"  Gounod 

Please   remain  silent  during  organ  chimes 
•Processional  Hymn   No.    272   "Love  divine,    all  loves 

ekgelli  ng  " 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortation 
•Confession   (In  Unison)    "Eternal  God,    how  often  we   have 

PRAYED  FOR  THE  COM  I  NS  Of  THY  K|  NOOOM,  YET  WHEN  IT  HAS 
SOUGHT  TO  COME  THROUGH  US  WE  HAVE  SOMETIMES  BARRED  THE 
way;  WE  HAVE  WANTED  IT  TO  COME  IN  OTHERS,  BUT  NOT  IN  OUR 

own   hearts,      we   feel    it    is  we  who   stand   between  man's   need 
and  thfei    between  ourselves  ano  what  we  might  be  i   and  we 
have  no  trust    in  our  own  strength,   or  loyalty,   or  courage. 
0  qive  us  power  to  live  thy  will,   and  seek  thy  kingdom 
first  of  all,      am  en .  " 
*Kyrie  (Choir,   Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Pra ise 

•Pastor i      '0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

•People:     Ano  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy   praise 
•Doxology  Mo.    551 

Scriptures  Luke    I:   E7-BO 

Hymn  No.    153     "A-lab1    and   did  my   Saviour  bleed" 
•Affirmation  of  Our  Faith  (Apostles'    Cheeo) 

•Gloria   Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastors     The  Lord   be  with   you. 
People:     And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pabtor:      Let  us   Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer i no 

Offertory:  "Melody   in  0"  Stickles 


^"  Wi 


Anthem:        "Could  Ye   Not  Watch  With  Me7"  Hamblen 

Solo-   Dick  Barton 
Sermon:  "The   Inheritance:     Redemption" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn   of  Dedication  No.    1*62   "Jebus,    keep  me  near   the 

cross" 
•Benediction  and  Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postlude!  "Rigaudon"  Hegarty 

__„__-_-  •Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  —  -  

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  av 

Carol  Noel  to  the   "Glory  of  God" 
Serving   as   Ushers   tooay   are   *Allen   Botacchi,    John 
Redman,    Dan  Bosko,    Robert  Knaueh,    Charles    Penar. 
Mr.   &  Mrs.   William  Thompson  will  be  the  Grefters   at 

the  door  today, 
The   attendance   last  Sunday   was  273' 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by!     Mrs.    Isabel 

HoCKENSERRY,     Mrs.     Ohu    HENSEL    ANO    SHE LLY    HoCKENBERRY. 

Tonight  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir   Rehersal. 

Tonight  -   7_9  ~  Youth   Fellowship  Meeting. 

Monday  -  8:1*5  -  Volleyball 

Monday  -  7:30  -  ("omen's  Mary  Phush  Circle  Meetins. 

Monday  -   12:00  P.M.   -  Stewardship  Task   Force  meeting 

'ed.    -  7:30  -  Lenten  Service  here. 

Wed.   -  Right  after   Lenten  Service  -  Council  Meetino. 
Thurs.   -  The  Mk*8 letter  will  be  published  -  Please 

have  all  material   in  by  wednesday. 
ThUrb,    -  7:0n  -  Bible  Study   in  the  Undercroft. 
Frj.    -  6:30  -  ARC  Clabb  -  Spaghetti    Dinner  -  Price 

is   $1.75  -  Reservations  due  today.      Contact  Evelyn 

Kennedy   if  you   are   interested    in  attending. 
Our  sincere  sympathy    is  extended   to  Family   and   Friends 

of  Mrs.   Ralph  Dreher   (Amelia)  who   passed  away   this 

WEEK. 

This  is  the  last  time  you  can  sign  up  for  lilies 

please  contact  Sea  in  the  office  if  you  are  interested 

the  price  IB  $3- PS- 
Faith  to  Faith  Program  will  begin  Tues.  April  20  - 

details  will  be  on  the  bulletin  board. 
Good  Friday  Breakfast  for  Men  -  6:00  A.I'.  -  YMCA  - 

J.  Walter  Harmon  and  Kenneth  Weitzel  have  tickets. 
Breakfast  for  Women  -  7:30  A.M.  -  YWCA  -  Special 

Music-  Speaker-  Rev,  Edgar  R.  Jones  -  Reservations 

MUST  BE  MADE  IN  ADVANCE. 


"■me  xntieriTjance:  weaemp-cioii' 
Ex.  6 :  6c ,  J  ttILL  REGBEM  II  WITH  A  STRETCHED  OUT  ARM, 

;  icripture :  Luke  1 : 67-80 

(Re  .  TEXT) 
G  say  add  2  Inherit  deimension  of  REDEMPTION 
2  ""ndeem  is  to  purchase  bak,2  recov  by  pay  fee. 
As  v   in  Ex  has  2  do  G  redeem  peop  from  Egyptians 
But 'we  C  thru  OT  G  do  this  &  cum  2  NT  &  morn  Scriptue 
Luk  giv  acct  birth  Jn  Bap  &  dedic  in  Temp  &  read 
prophecy  of  Zacharias  concern  child 
Zach  cniid.by  H  Go  say  va  67-6R 
This  declar  thru  this  birth  1  is  2  cum  after, 
G's  proms  2  Moses  &  Isites  B4  deliv  from  Egypts  had 
been  completely  fulfilled 
Wen  think  this,  cannot  help  B  overwhelm  by  G  provif 
2  C  this  must  underst  REDEMPTION  &  wat  mean  scrip 
REDGIRTTON^  Gr  words 
1iirTnM7ifl-,"lf  J"  market  nlflffi,  l  i  kp  fnnd.  cloth,  slave 
Gumthing  offer  4-  sale  in  market 
In  this  sense  man  look  at  B  slave  sold  under  sin 
Kno  this  better  if  C  how  G  prom  deliv  peop 
'.'en  G  say.. TEXT -He  say  purchase  release  as  siav  Egypt 
But  also  kno  His  proms  2  3rd, 4-th  sener  thoz  luv  Him 
&  no  surpr  wen  Isites  3  captiv  again  &  again  &  He 
Redeem  wen  turn  2  Him 
Gum  2  NT  &  G  G  burden  4  mankind  great  &  G  must  purchas 
Thus  Js  Xp  bought  &  purchas  mankind  marketple 
We  bot  paid  4,&  slav  2  sin  end  wen  accpt  gift  G  free 

2.EXAftr)l?A7,0=Bin/    nnfr    of    m^kRt  ,-hnlr    fi-    T^mmr    ffnm    fn^h 

"  shot  deal  no  r§Fef 


Iremend  pric  pay  4  sin  fe  remov  from  marketpl  of 
thoz  who  accpt  this  gift 
3.LU'JRQQ=2  release  4  a  price, 2  ransom, redeem, liberate , 
release 

" Commonly  used  2  indicate  release  of  slave 
(jn  in^-h-nq-fi-j  n^  Mother  Hen. chicks  saved  to  mother  body') 
This  good  illus  wat  G  do  "4  mankind  thru  suf f/deth 
Js  Xp 

He  cover  ua,&  all  who  cum  2  Him  cover  by  sacrif, 
_  then  go  out  free  from  sin 
T^is  INHERITANCE  giv  by  G  in  form  of  REDEMPTION 


"The  Inheritance:  Redemption" 
Exodus  6 : 6c ,   I  WILL  REDEEM  YOU  WITH  A  ,      HTH  GHEAT  JUDGEMENTS 

ScrJ   ure:  Luke  1:67-80 

(Read  Text).   God  is  saying  that  He  is  adding  to  His  Inheritance  the  dimension 
of  redemption.   To  redeem  something  is  to  purchase  it  back,  to  recover  by  paying 
a  fee.  Used  strictly  in  the  context  of  the  book  of  Exodus  it  has  to  do  with  the 
actions  taken  by  God  to  redeem  His  people  from  the  Egyptians*  But  using  this 
gxsrcxsK  portion  of  the  6th  verse  as  a  promise  and  following  it  through  all  of  the 
history  of  the  Israelites  we  come  to  the  Scripture  for  this  morning. 
Reading  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke  the  account  of  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist  and 
his  dedication  in  the  Temple  we  read,  the  portion  which  tells  of  the  prophecy  of 
his  father  Zacharias.   xsKkaxiax  concerning  this  child.   Zacharias  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  says,  "Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel;  for 
hath  visited  and  redeemed  His  people."  By  this  he  is  declaring  that  throng 
this  birth  and  the  one  to  follow  very  shortly,  God's  promise  to  Moses  and  the 
Isr   Lites  long  before  they  were  delivered  from  the  Egyptians  had  been  com- 
pletely fulfilled.   Zacharias  goes  on  to  say  how  John  will  prepare  the  way  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  thus  fulfilling  those  other  portions  of  prophecy. 
Now  when  we  realize  what  is  being  given  by  God  and  how  it  all  came  about  in  His 
plan  we  cannot  help  but  be  overwhelmed  by  the  provision  of  God  for  mankind. 
But  in  order vto  understand  the  full  implications  of  Redemption,  we  need  to 
see  just  what  is  meant  by  it  in  Scripture. 

The  WDDd  redemption  as  found  in  the  New  Testament  is  to  be  found  In  3  distinct 
Greek  words.   The  first  word  AGORAZO  which  means  to  buy  in  the  market  place. 
It  has  to  do  with  buying  something  such  as  food  or  clothing,  or  a  slave.   Some- 
thing that  is  offered  for  sale  in  the  market.   Uding  it  in  this  sense  man  is 
looked  upon  as  being  a  slave  said  under  sin.   We  can  understand  It  better  if 
we  think  of  it  in  the  context  of  how  God  promised  to  deliver  His  people.   When 
He   id,  "I  will  reddem  you  with  a  stretched  out  arm,"  He  was  saying  that  He 
was  going  to  purchase  their  release  as  slaves  to  the  Egyptians.   But  we  know 
that  His  promises  were  to  be  granted  to  the  third  and  fourth  generations  of 


-2- 
those  who  loved  Him.  And  so  it  is  no  real  surprise  that  when  the  Israelites 
werr  mce  again  taken  into  captivity  and  they  turned  to  God  that  He  delivered 
them  from  that  bondage  as  well.   But  as  we  come  to  the  New  Testament  and  es- 
pecially the  arrival  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  see  that  God's  burden  for  the  sins  of 
mankind  is  still  great*   In  order  to  bring  mankind  into  a  proper  relationship 
with  Him,  and  make  It  possible  that  man  could  be  forgiven  for  his  sin,  God  had 
to  purchase  the  individual.   Thus  when  we  speak  of  redemption  through  Jesus 
Christ  we  are  speaking  of  being  bought  in  the  market  place  of  life.   We  have 
been  paid  for,  and  our  slavery  to  sin  is  ended  when  we  accept  this  gift  God 
has  freely  given. 

The  second  word  for  redemption  is,  "EXAGORAZO",  which  means"to  buy  out  of  the 
market,  to  take  it  and  remove  it  from  further  sale.   To  eliminate  it  from  being 
sold  again."   This  speaks  of  the  finality  of  this  redemption.   Meaning  that  it 
was  a  one  shot  deal,  never  to  be  repeated  again.  SrasxsfKXHS 
(II   stration  of  King  -iichard  the  lion  Hearted) 

This  is  what  God  did  for  mankind  through  the  sacrifice  of  His  Son  Jesus  Christ 
upon  the  cross.   It  was  a  tremendous  prise  to  pay  to  take  the  commodity  of  sin 
KHDEHiKfcEiy  off  the  marketplace  of  the  lives  of  those  who  accept  this  gift. 
Thet  thrid  word  is,  }&&&£  "LUT.ROO,"  which  means"to  release  for  for  a  price, 
to  ransom,  to  redeem,  deliver,  liberate."   This  word  was  used  commonly  to   in- 
dicate the  release  of  a  slave. 

(Illustration  of  The  Mother  Hen,  &  chicks  saved  by  the  body  of  mother) 
I  believe  this  is  what  God  ska  did  for  mankind  in  the  dEaife  suffering  and  death 
of  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,,  He  paid  the  price  and  all  who  come  to  Him  are  covered 
by  His  sacrifice  and  go  out  free,  from  sin. 
This  is  the  Inheritance  given  to  us  by  God  in  the  form  of  Redemption. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Palm  Sunday  April    II,    J  976 

The   Rev.    Ralph  Cp    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Srenda  Mar^urger,    Ricky  Vinrge  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  "ftRSHIP      I  I  J 00  A*M, 

PRELURE    WuSJC!  rtHoSANNAH"  PuBq|B 

"The  Palms"  Faure 

•procesrjqnal  hvmn  p4o  .    1^5  h*ll  glory,    laud,    and  honor11 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*ExHORTATI ON 

""Confession    (In  Unison)    "0   Lord,    whose  ^ay    is  perfect, 
help  us,   w£  prav  thee,    always  to  trust    in  thy  goodness ; 
that,   v-alkllmg  with  thee   and  following  thee    in  all 

SIMPLICITY,  WE  MAY  POSSESS  QU I £T  AND  CONt£NTED  MINDS,   AND 

MAY  CAST  ALL  OUP  CARE  UPON  THEE,  FOR  THY  CARE8T  FOR  US; 

FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  JeEUS  CHRIST  OUR  LORD.    AMEN. " 

+  KYR I E  (CHO I R,  CoNGREGAT ION  AND  PaSTOR  ) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

*Pabtori   '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thv  praise 
*Oqxology   No.  55' 
Scri pture     Hebrews  I  I ■  S-16 
Hymn  Wo.   >3S  "When,  His  salvat ion  sri ngi ns" 
Call  to  Prayer 

*Pastqr:   Thf  Lord  be  with  you 
*Pedple:  And  with  thy  spirit 
•Pastor:   Let  us  pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer iwc 

Offertory     "Adoration"  Wely 

The  R(te  of  Confirmation!  The  Charge:  The  Vows i 
•The  Apostles  Creed,  (Congregation  and  Confirmanos) 
The  Sacrament  or  Baptism  Brad  Amos 

The  Confirmation  Prayer:   The  Confirmation 
The  Reception  of  Adult  Members 

Anthem:   "Hosanna"  by  Hamblen  -  Solo  -  Mrs.  Von  Maloney 
■*mon:       "The  Inheritance:  Home" 


Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No«  r 36   "HoSanna,  loud  hosanna" 
*Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

*Postlupe       "Fanfare  For  a  Festival"        Dillon 
-------  -  *c0ngregati qn  standing  ------- 

The  Palms  have  seen  placeo  on  the  Altar  in  memory  of 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  J,  Sweeney  by  the  Alvin  Tait  Family, 
you  are  welcome  to  have  them  after  the  service  «  the 
Ushers  will  pass  them  out. 
Serving  as  Ushfrb  today  a«f;  *Wally  Feder,  John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKjnney,  Hers  Shearer,  Steve  Vahgo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  Earl  Wogan  will  represent  Council  at 

the  door  tqcav, 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:   Tom  ano  Judy     / 
Massart,  Doris  Zavacky  and  Lvnne  Bosko. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  wab  237. 
We  welcome  the  following  Persons  into  our  Church 
Fellowshi p  today. 
By  Confirmation:  Brad  Amos 

Patty  BaseHore    Oarryl  Waster 
Greg  Sobkq        Shari  McBrkde 
Roger  Day  I  6       Bruce  McGregor 
Randy  Dellen     Chris  Pfase 
Scott  Fencil     Lori  Shearer 
Judy  Ferree       Marci  Sheppeck 
Pam  Fry  Steve  Smith 

Jodie  Marte       Paula  Stephenson 
Davio  Vensel 
Letter  of  Transfer: 

Edward  H.  Walker 
Profession  of  Faith! 

Mrs.  Ellen  May  Gamble 
Mrs,  Isabel  Hockenberrv 
William  B.  Hockenberrv 
Mrs t    Lillian  Kraoel 
Lewis  Kraoel 
Mrs.  Doris  Wilson 
Charles  Wi leon 
Mre,  Gloria  Nagy 
Tonight  -  7-9  -  Yquth  Fellowship 
We  wish  to  thank  the  Women's  Fellowship  tor  the  floweri 

FOR  THE  CnNFlRMANoe  TODAY* 

Tues.  -  8:00  -  Basketball. 
j        Hospitalized:  Mrs.  Mildred  Brown,  Mrs.  Ralph   innett,, 
Mrs,  Helen  Dickson.  m*s*  Grace  Riodle 


"The  Inheritance:  Home" 

Texts:  Exodus  6:8a,  AND  I  WILL  BRING  YOU  IN  UNTO  THii  LAND  CONCERNING  WHICH  I  DID 

EAR  TO  GIVE  IT  TO  ABRAHAM,  TO  ISAAC,  AND  TO  JACOB. 

Hebrews  11:16.  BUT  NOW  THEY  DESIRE  A  BETTER  COUNTRY,  THAT  IS,  AN  HEAVENLY:  WHERE* 
PORE  GOD  IS  NOT  ASHAMED  TO  BE  CALLED  THEIR; GOD:  FOR  HE  HATH  IRE* 
PARED  EOR  THEM  A  CITY. 

Scripture:  Hebrews  11:8-16 

God  promised  another  unique  promise  to  the  Israelites  axxxx  when  He  said  in  the 
beginning  of  the  8th  verse  of  the  6th  chapter  of  Exodus,  (^ead  fix.  Text).  He 
was  speaking  here  of  an  earthly  home  for  them.   A  place  they  could  call  their 
own.   A  land  they  could  use  to  pasture  their  flocks  and  livestock.   A  place  in 
which  they  could  stretch  out  and  grow  and  expand.   A  land  good  for  the  raising 
of  children  as  well.   T  is  was  to  be  the  heritage  that  God  was  going  to  give  to 
the  Israelites  and  it  was  a  portion  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  He  made 
to  Abraham  and  the  others  who  had  come  before  Moses. 

Thus  it  is  that  when  we  read  in  the  very  familiar  chapter  of  faith,  chapter  11 y 
in  the  boo!.      brews  that  the  author  is  pointing  out  the  promises  of  God  as 
fulfilled  through  the  lives  of  these  poepie  of  faith.   Among  them  of  course  and 
heading  the  list  is  Abraham.   What  we  read  as  scripture  speaks  to  the  faith  of 
this  great  Patriarch  and  how  he  lived  to  see  the  inheritance  promised  from  God. 
But  instead  of  seein1-;  the  earthly  home  promised  by  God,  he  instead  was  able  to 
see  the  spiritual  or  heavenly  home  pxHaiaK  instead.  He  was  looking  for  a  city 
on  earth  and  instead  saw  the  city  in  heaven.   This  is  what  the  author  of  Hebrews 
jelling  us  in  the  16th  verse,  (read  this).  So  once  again,  something  that  w3s 
thought  of  in  the  physical  sense,  takes  on  the  spiritual  quality  instead. 
The  latriarcha  lived  as  nomads,  and  they  never  lived  a  settled  life  in  a  settled 
land.  They  were  constantly  on  the  move  and  as  a  result  were  strangers  in  strange 
lands.   The  greek  word  used  for  them  was  xxxxiix  ]  RE  IDEM   which  was  an  alien, 
a  stranger  living  in  a  strange  land,   xp  A  person  who  had  a  permanent  home  some- 
where else. 

(Tnustration  of  little  girl  p.-,  having  a  hone,  but  not  a  house  to  put  it  in). 
This  is  the  plight  of  the  believer.   We  have  a  home  and  it  awaits  us.   But  we 
aannot  move  there  until  God  calls  us.   And  so  when  God  calls  His  children  fPQf) 
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to  that  heavenly  home ,  He  is  merely  fulfilling  over  and  over  again  the  promise 
He   de  to  Moses  and  the  Israelites,  "And  I  will  bring  you  in  unto  the  land 
concerning  Which  I  did  swear  to  give  it  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and  to   Jacob." 

But  also  involved  in  this  is  the  vision  Which  Abraham,  and  Moses  had.   They 

could  see  beyond  the  promise  that  Sod  was  in  control.   They  were  stirred  by  the 

idea  of  new  ideas,  new  areas,  new  things.   They  dere  not  content  to  stop  and 

become  stagnant.   Their  thoughts  and  ideas  were  ever  fresh  and  new/ 

In  commercial  flying  there  is  a  term  used  and  it  is,  "The  point  of  no  return." 

This  simply  means  that  at  a  certain  point  in  the  flight,  the  aricraft  reaches 

a  point  where  it  cannot  turn  back  if  there  is  trouble  or  problems  with  the  flight, 

It  means  that  there  is  not  enough  fuel  to  turn  back  to  the  original  airfield, 

and  so  it  must  either  contiue  on  to  its  Btssfcxani  destination,  or  land  at  another 

field.   We  who  call  ourselves  Christians  must  think  of  life  in  these  terms. 

We  are  on  a  course  being  steered  and  led  by  God.   The  temptation  is  always  there 

to  "stop  where  we  are.   To  turn  back  because  it  is  easier.   But  we  must  instead 

realize  that  with  just  a  little  more  effort,  alittle  more  praying,  a  little  more 

trust  in  God,  makes  realities  come  true.  Our  course  is  plotted  and  even  though 

we  may  not  know  the  final  point  of  arrival,  we  must  continue  on  secure  in  the 

promise  of  God  that  He  is  leading  us  home. 

(Illustration  of  Abraham  Lincoln  &  going  home) 

Mr.  Lincoln  had  visions  and  dreams  of  going  back  home  to  Illinois,  but  instead 

he  went  home  to  be  with  God.   We  may  look  upon  this  as  a  tragedy  in  one  sense, 

yet  in  another  he  did  indeed  go  homec  And  this  is  what  we  all  need  to  realize, 

fa  God  has  promised  a  home  for  each  of  us  as  a  part  of  the  Inheritance  from 

Him.   It  is  a  home  that  we  cannot  Inherit  here,  but  it  is  a  home  promised  at 

the  end  of  this  life.   .nd  this  should  be  the  joy  that  rings  in  our  hearts  on 

this  day  we  acclaim  as  the  day  in  which  Christ  was  acclaimed  as  the  promised  one, 

who  have  committed  our  lives  to  Him 
that  to  each  of  us'is  the  promise  from  God  that  He  will  bring  us  into  that  land 

promised  of  old. 
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modern  phraee  say-,nSuin1  get  in  way?" 
thus,pera  obstruct   '.  P'-i  "m-    , 
So  Js  sav.I  WAY_T  He  say,  I  :i(^n,  w  ,  .-:: 
ile  sinify  means  Ret  1  pt  2  another  like  .'.vth.  -i». 
early  Xpians  called  Foil  owem  np  ThR  ;  ,¥. 
iv  Bib  4  yng  peop  call  i1:,^  .i?:il 
I'low  hav  determ        ,  la  actual  road  or  J     ■:-. 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  '";  ?  ■■  -  -  ■•■  "" ^ 

Ans=Iath  from  Js  2  G 
Js  indie  :  bring  peop  closer  2  G 

"  mad  appar  latter  days  minis  this  2B  end  result 
his  lif  lived  among  thez  peop, 
Jo  at  pt  in  14th  chap  Jn,  giv  last  min  teach  & 
instruct  2  discips  &  followers 
But  also  appar  2  Js  much  teach, instruct  fall  deaf  eai 
'ealiz  only  aft  dun  sun  visib  thing  nex  few  day 
then  undortand  messag  He  try  2  convey 
3uppoa  U  Strang  town  ask  directs , 

say:-!  bloc,trn  rt.next  lite  lef,thsn  rt,etc. 
Soon  lost  agi 

lay,  Follow  Me  U  pet  right  ther 
This  wat  Js  do  4  us, not  only  giv  directs ,but  lead  us 

rell 
He  lead ,guid, direct  us  personally  ea  day 
He  no  simply  JtsyxS  tell  us  about  Way, He  is  WAY 

fTII,,.;  m-tr]  ,"cr>t1  anrl  -1-rV  fiiT.yf.tr.-l 

This  wat  ea  us  need  2  know  our  liva  as  well 

,-eek  direcs  daily, but  also  need  know  direo  aftez 
this  lif. 
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(  ST.    FAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHR'BT 

Sutler.    Pennsylvania 

PREPARATORY    Se-RviOE  APRIL     Ik,      I  9j6 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C,    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Brenda  Marsurger   -  Acolyte 

ORDER  OF  WRSHIP     7:30  P.M. 
Prelude  Mus ici  "Full  Moon"  Holzer 

"Leao  Kindly  Light"  Pinsutt 

"Processional  Hymn  No.    3'    "Father,    again    in  Jesus'    name" 
"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*  I nvocati on 
Scripture  Ephesianb  2i    13-22 

EVENInJQ     PRAYER     AND     CHORAL    ReSPQNSE 

Offering 

Offertory      "Olivet"  Blake 

Hymn  No.   160   "In  the  hour  qf  trial" 
Sermon:     "The  Inheritances  Path" 
"Exhortation  of  Prfparation 
"Confession  of  Sin   Page  19 
"Assurance  of  Pardon 

"Hymn  No.  3°3   "Come,  ye  disconsolate" 
"Bened i ct ion 
"Threefold  Amen 
"Postluoe    "March  from,  'Saul'"  Handel 

--------  ^Congregation  Standi  nq  -  -  - 

-NDY  Thurs  -  7:3^~  Holy  Communion  (Pewb) 
heceptjon  for  Mew  Members  and  the  Congregation 
are  invited  to  the  undercroft  afterwards  for  a 
Social  hour. 
Good 
Frioay  -  7:30  -  Service  -  Holy  Communion  (Pews) 

Easter  -  No  Communion 


his  2  is  import  part  our  Inherit  from  G. 


"The  Inheritance:  rath" 

Texts:  John  14:6a,  "I  am  the  way." 

Ephesians  3:13,  "  For  through  Him  we  both  have  access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  leather 

In  the  6th  verse  of  the  very  familiar  14th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John,  Jesus 

states  three  more  very  definite  "I  Ams"  which  each  add  a  new  dimension  to  the 

Inheritance  from  God  to  mankind.  He  says,  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life." 

Tonight  we  will  deal  with  "The  Way,"  and  the  next  two  nights  we  will  deal  with  the 

other  two  words. 

When  Jesus  said  He  was  the  way,  He  had  a  very  definite  idea  in  mind,  which  He 

was  striving  to  iSonvey  to  His  followers.   And  in  conjunction  with  this  we  read 

from 
as  our  Scripture 'Paul' s  letter  to  the  iiphesians,  and  his  thinking  along  the  lines 

that  both  Jew  and  Gentile  are  one  in  SIiexexx  Christ.   He  says,  (read  verse  18). 
Now  here  we  have  two  XKExxste  thoughts  which  are  speaking  to  the  same  issue. 
When  we  speak  of  the  word  Way,  as  used  by  Jesus,  we  need  to  understand  what  He  is 
actually  saying.   There  are  several  ways  to  use  the  word  "Way"  and  we  need  to 
look  at  the  word  from  the  standpoint  of  Gcriptvre.   Go  here  are  a  few  instances 
in  wnich  the  word  is  used,  and  these  are  from  the  Mew  Testament.   The  Old  Testa- 
ment uses  this  word  in  the  same  way,  but  just  for  our  use  tonight  we  will  refer 
to  the  word  as  used  in  the  New  Testament  Church. 
(Illustsations  of  the  use  of  the  word,  "./ay.") 

Used  in  this  context  then,  the  word  tasmaKS  means  a  road,  or  a  lath.   Do  we  not 
in  our  modern  language  use  the  phrase  someone  got  in  the  way?,  thereby  using  the 
word  in  the  context  of  a  lath  being  obstructed?   So  taking  it  one  step  further, 
when  Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  Way,"  He  was  actually  saying,  "I  am  the  Path,  or  the 
road,  or  the  trail."   He  was  c;i:;;nifying  that  He  represented  a  means  of  getting 

from  one  point  to  another  which  is  what  a  lath  or  a  road  actually  does. 

were 
The  earljr  Christians  teaaams  called,  "Followers  of  the  Way."  A   special  edition 

of  the  Living  Sible  for  young  people  is  entitled,  "The  './ay."   Thus  we  can  see 

that  what  Jesus  was  striving  to  convey  has  been  incorporated  into  the  Church. 

ITovrthat  we  have  determined  that  "The  Way,"  is  actually  a  road  or  a  "Path,"  we 

obviously  must  answer  the  question,      Path  to  where?"   and  of  course  the 
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answer  is,  "The  Path  from  Jesus  Christ  to  God."   Jesus  indicated  quite  often  in 
Hir  linistry  that  His  purpose  in  life  was  to  bring  people  closer  to  God.  He 
made  it  apparent  in  the  latter  days  of  His  ..  inistry  that  this  was  to  be  the 
end  result  of  His  life  lived  among  these  people.   Go  it  is  at  this  point  i&arfc  in 
the  14th  chapter  of  John  that  Jesus  is  giving  some  last  minute  teaching  and  in- 
structions to  His  disciples  and  followers.  But  it  was  also  apparent  to  Jesus 
that  much  of  His  teaching  and  instructions,  had  fallen  on  deaf  ears.    ~.Ie 
realized  that  only  after  He  had  done  some  very  visible  things  in  the  next  few 
days,  that  they  would  understand  the  message  He  was  trying  to  convey. 

pose  you  were  in  a  strange  town  and  you  needed  directions  to  a  certain  point 
in  that  town.   You  ask  a  person  standing  on  a  street  corner  and  he  tells  you, 
"Take  the  first  street  to  the  right,  then  at  the  second  light  turn  left.   Pol&ow 
that  street  for  two  blocks,  then  make  another  left,  and  then  at  the  next  inter- 
section turn  right,  and  the  building  is  the  fourth  one  on  the  left  hand  side  o  f 
thr  -street."   I  am  sure  that  by  the  time  you  made  the  first  turn,  you  would  be 
hopelessly  lost  in  that  town,  unless  of  course  you  wrote  the  directions  down. 
But  suppose  the  person  you  ask  for  directions  says  to  you,  "Sollow  me  and  I  will 
take  you  right  there."   In  this  particular  incident  that  person  who  is  guiding 
us  is  "The  Way."   This  is  what  Jesus  does  for  us.   He  not  only  gives  us  the 
exact  directions  how  to  get  there,  but  He  takes  us  by  the  hand  and  leads  us. 
He  walks  with  us;  He  guides  and  directs  us  personally  each  day.   He  does  not 
simply  tell  us  about  the  way;  He  is  the  Way. 

(Illustration  of  man  in  Scotland  told  about  he„ven  when  asking  directions). 
This  is  what  each  of  us  need  to  know  in  our  lives,  as  well.   We  seek  directions 
for  our  lives  daily  as  we  live  this  life.   But  we  also  need  to  know  the  direct- 
ions for  our  destination  after  this  life.   This  can  only  be  settled  by  each  one 
of  us  in  our  lives,  by  taking  the  Path  so  freely  offered  by  Jesus  Christ. 
ThJT  too  is  an  important  point  in  our  Inheritance  from  God. 


I  ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

Butues,    PENNSYLVANIA 

Maundy   Thursday  April    15,     I976 

The   Rev*    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  CooPERt    Choir   Director 
Mark   Fry,    Mary   Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  HOLY   COMMUNION      7:30  P.M. 
Prelude  Musics  "Deliver  We,    0   Lord"  Faure 

"Peace  or   Evening"  Foerster 

^Processional   Hymn  No.    221      "My   faith   looks   up   to   Thee" 

"Ascr 1 pt 10 n  -  Choral   Amen 

*  I NVOCATl  ON 

Scripture  John    I  Br    $3~kQ 

Evening.   Player  ano   Choral  Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory  "Aria"  Scarlattt 

Anthemi  "Lams   of  God"  Decius 

Sermon:  "The    I nher  t tance  !      Truth" 

Communion  Hymn   IU5      'Tib  mionight;   ano   in  Olive's   brd-"-1' 
*Communion  Service       Page  32 
Exhortation  -  Cowesqiom  -  Absolution 
Eucharfstic   Prayer 
Seraph  re  Hymn 

The    Institution  -   Choral  Amen 
Agnus    De i 

HOLV     CoMMUNI QN 

*Prayer  or  Thanksgiving  -  Doxology 

*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  278  "0  Love  that  wilt  not  let 

me  go" 

*BENEOICTtOM 

""Threefold  Amen 

*Pqstlude  "Resignation"  Abhf-qro 

---------    *CoNGREGATlON    STAND  I  IMQ     ------- 

The  Elders  ano  Deacons  will  serve  Communion  and  will 
also  serve  as  Ushers* 

GOOD  FRIDAY  SERVICE  -  7.3G  P.M.  -  Holy  Communion  (P&t) 

YOU    ARE      LNVITED     TO    THE    UnOERCROfT     FOR     A     FELLOWSHIP     HoUR 

with  our  New  Members  our  Honor  Guests.   The  CoNGREGATtoN 

-     INVITED     ANO    ALL    THOSE    WORSHIPPING    W t TH     US    THIS     EVENING. 


The  Reception    is   sponsored   by  the   Women's    Fellowship. 

We    invite   all  Christians,    reqardlebb  of  denomination 
to   partake  of   the   lord's   supper  with  us.      flease 
fill   out   a   Communion   card   so   that   our  Church's    recori 
will    be    accurate*       i f   visitors    desire   to    receive 
credit   at   their   home  church,    put   the   names   and    address 
of  either  your  pastor  or   your   church  on  the   sack  of 
the  card   and    it  will  se   forwarded* 


Prayer:      Dear  Heavenly   Father,    Easter   brings    to  mind 
the  tenderebt   and  most  meaningful   associations  of 

THE  YEAR*    It   IS  A  TIME  FOR  QUIET  REFLECTION.    Let 
US  THINK  OF  OUR  DEAR  ONES  WHO  HAVE  GONE  ON  BUT  WHO 
HAVE  NOT  LEFT  US,  WHOM  WE  WILL  MEET  AGAIN*   AND  LET 
US  THINK  OF  JESUE,  WHO  TELLS  US  ABqUT  THE  IMMORTALITY 
OF  LIFE,   We  THANK  THEE  FOR  ALL  THE  THOUGHTS  V-'H  I  CH 

Easter  evokes.   How  grateful  we  are  for  the  faith 
taught  us  sv  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  that  because  He 
lives,  we  shall  live  also,  and  that  someday,  eomewher^ 
somehow,  we  shall  meet  our  loved  ones  again  and  know 
them  ano  love  them  and  never  be  ^epepated  from  them 
anymore*  this  is  the  faith  of  laster  day ,  hind  it 
closely  and  securely  to  our  hearts  and  thereby  bring 
ub  comfort  and  peace  and  *jqy  in  the  knowledge  that 
life  triumphs  over  death.   through  jesus  cur 1  st  our 
Lord*   Amen. 


he  inheritance :  Truth" 
John  14:6b,  t  AM  TTra  t;-.:.'  - 

18:33a,  PT.LATTC  iAfPTT  tttjwi  HTH."v/HVP  I;J.  TRUTH?" 

1*  -hap  Jn  Js  say. I  am  Way.Truth.hife 
2mte  t  am  ■n-   -t^tTTTT 
from  this  not  only  tak  iraplic  truth, but  know  He 
*■'  ?  embodiment  of  J^ttttj 
He-„ay  in  this,  All  I  './ILIo  giv  by  G  2  Ho  a  t:   Isites 
were  being  fulfill  in  nua 

"It  no  surprise  therAthat  he  tell  Filate  this 
Pilat  not  sur  how  2  handle  this  case 
He  knew  Jews  brot  Him  2  3  condemn  2  deth,they  no 
Pilate  concern  Bcuz  they  say  He  king  do 

He  knew  Jews  go  2  any  length  pet  rid  problems 
oo  he  want  2  question  this  man 
He  asks,vs  33,  T?  TT  King  nf  ,Tsws? 
Js  anser  vs  34,  Do  U  say, or  others  tell  II? 
Vs  35,  He  say  he  "no  Je/' 
Js  tell  His  kingdom  not  this  world  vs  36 
Palate  "ask  again  1  H  II  A  P"  -  ^  *,•)* 

Js  snwfii?.  va  ■V/'h 

^Pilate  ask  v/hat  t^  tmith?  vs  38 
I ilat  know  Rom  polit  system  &  it  not  truth,  He  know 
lie, steal, cheat, e*en  murder,  2  get  ahed 
If  put  our  language  he  say,  TRUTH?  WHAT  THAT?  U  kid < 
Look  around  &  G  crookedness  etc., then  talk  bout  TRt 
Go  natural  quest  concern  TRUTH 
We  confront  by  TRUTH  as  Pilate  knew,&  as  Js  knew  it 
Again, must  understand  wat  Js  mean  when  say  TRUTH 
fOT  illustrations  of  traithl 
TJfTJTH  synonymous  with  G, 
^   Gr  ALETHffIJU&  it  tied  personality, lif  Js  Xp 
2  r'  ow  TfjUTiL?  follows  His  purp,  He  say: 
"T.  t  ?  know  truth  &  truth  make  free. 

Spirit  nf  T.nth  J^cvmn  after  His  ascension" 
This  Holy  Spirit,  &  wat  Holy  Spirit V 

RPTBTrp    Off    (y»p|     M,T    ^PTBTrp    ^f>    ft0A    &    it    TRUTH 

f illustration  of  limp  &  Japanese  artist  2  paint  bird) 

•Vh-ia  rm^h  'l-i  lr  .IU  UMy  WH  UHM  JI'^j'l.'IT" 

Wen  cum  2  Him,accpt  Him, we  cum  2,  TRUTH n 
TRUTH  sets  free  from  fite  &  stumble  along  lif  wen 
try  do  without  Him 
TTnjc;  ^;avvrA   G';-,  Hnlv  Jnirit  indwell  us  &  we  able  gro 
little  by  little, Blng^ guided  &   led  by  this  TRUTH 
G's  Holy  ;J  -irit  always  spirit  of  TRUTH  4  never  tell 

Intn,ed,lead  us  2  things  qi"  I'RbTir-.        „„„  ,k  j_o 
Thus  we' much  Ilk  Jap  painter. £  Bgin  gradu  growth  in2 


"The  Inheritance:  Truth" 

Texts:  John  14:  Sb  "I  AM  THE  TRUTH." 
John  18:33a,  "PILATE  SAITH  UNTO  HIM,  '  THAT  I       I? ' " 

In  _.ie  14th  chapter  of  John  Jesus  speaking  to  His  disciples  told  them  as  we 

said  last  night,  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life."   Tonight  we  are  going 

to  look  at  His  statement,  "I  am  the  truth,"   P  oia  this  statement  we  can  not  only 

take  the  implication  of  Truth,  but  we  also  come  to  know  for  certain  that  He  is 

the  embodiment  of  Truth.   He  is  saying  at  this  point  that  all  of  the  "I  Wills" 

spoken  and  given  by  God  to  Moses,  the  Israelites  and  all  of  mankind,  were  being 

completely  fulfilled  in  Him.  Thus  it  is  no  real  surprise  that  as  He  stood  before 

Pilate,  He  was  able  to  tell  him  that  He  was  the  fulfillment  of  Truth. 

In  this  portion  of  ocripture  which  we  read  this  evening,  Pilate  was  not  quite 

sure  how  to  treat  this  case.   He  knew  that  the  Jews  had  brought  him  here  for  the 

express  purpose  of  having  this  man  condemned  to  death,  because  they  were  not 

permitted  to  take  human  life.  Pilate  is  concerned  about  the  accusation  that 

this  man  Is  a  king.  He  knew  that  the  Jews  would  go  to  any  lengths  to  dispose 
of 
qsL_jneone  they  did  not  like.   So  he  was  willing  to  question  this  person  to  see 

what  He  had  to  say  about  Himself* 

Jesus  tells  him  first  of  all  that  He  is  a  king  in  a  different  sense  than  Pilate 

understood  rulers.   He  was  telling  him  that  he  was  a  ruler  of  a  kingdom  that  is 

yet  to  be  established. 

Pilate  being  puzzled  by  all  of  this  asks  Him  again,  "Art  thos  a  king  then?"  Vs  37 
Jesus  answers  him  by  restating  what  Pilate  has  said,  and  He  adds  to  this  that 
He  was  born  for  this  purpose,  and  for  this  end  He  was  sent  into  the  world,  vs  37 
He  states  that  He  is  to  bear  witness  to  the  truth,  and  all  who  katHExKis  of  the 
truth  hear  His  voice,  vs  f$  37. 

To  which  Pilate  asks  "what  is  truth?"  S^xsxisxaxspiKsixHHxtliatxiisxiiHixHHlQtx  Pilate 
was  a  part  of  the  Roman  political  system  and  so  he  knew  that  truth  was  an  elus- 
ive something  within  that  system.  He  knew  that  in  order  to  get  ahead,  men  of 
a.   stations  within  the  system,  cheated,  lied,  stole,  km  and  even  murdered  to 
get  ahead.   So  he  is  asking  this  question  in  a  mocking  sort  of  fashion.   If  he 
were  to  ask  It  today  he  would  most  likely  ask,  "T^uth?   What's  that?   Are  you 
kidding?  Look  „round  and  see  the  crookedness,  the  cheating,  lying,  stealing  and 
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then  you  talk  to  me  about  truth." 

So  't  is  that  we  see  a  natural  question  arise  concerning  TRUTH.   WQ  are  confronte< 
by  Truth  as  Pilate  knew  it,  and  we  are  confronted  by  T^uth  as  Jesus  was  trying 
to  show  it.   So  in  order  to  answer  the  question  asked  by  Pilate  we  need  to  under- 
stand what  is  really  meant  by  T^uth,  as  Jesus  meant  it  to  be  interpreted. 

in  Hebrew 
In  the  OT  truth  is  EMETH,  which  meant  "stability,  reliability,"  which  was  in 

direct  contrast  to  capriciousness.   The  different  writers  of  the  OT  saw  in  the 
wor;'      ,  Almighty  God.   Mere  again  we  need  to  look  at  how  this  was  inter- 
preted.  (Illustrations  of  TRUTH). 

Thus,  TRUTH  was  synonymous  with  God,  in  the  OT.   In  the  NT.  the  Greek  word 
ALETHEIA  was  represented  in  the  life  and  personality  of  Jesus  Christ.   To  show 
TRUTH  to  His  followers  was  His  purpose.   He  told  them  they  were  to  know  the 
TRUTH  and  the  TRUTH  would  make  them  free.   Jesus  also  revealed  that  to  truly 

worship  God  one  needs  to  worship  Him  in  Spirit  and  TRUTH.  But  another  dimension 
is 

He  dded  Max  also  found  in  the  very  familiar  T+th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John. 

That  is  the  refernece  He  makes  to  the  "Spirit  of  TRUTH."   This  Spirit  He  is 

speaking  of  is  none  other  than  the  Holy  Spirit.   And  what  is  the  Holy  spirit? 

None  other  than  the  Spirit  of  God.   And  this  Holy  Spirit,  or  the  Spirit  of  God 

is  TRUTH. 

(Illustration  of  Emperor  of  Japan  &  artist  painting  a  bird). 

This  is  much  like  the  Truth  Jesus  said  He  was.   './hen  we  come  to  Him  and  accept 

Him,  we  come  to  the  TRUTH.   The  TRUTH  sets  us  free  from  fighting  and  stumbling 

along  through  life,  as  we  do  without  Him.  This  TRUTH  in  the  form  of  God'd  Holy 

Spirit  indwells  us  and  we  are  able  to  grow  little  by  little,  being  guided  and 

led  by  this  TRUTH.   God'S  Holy  Spirit,  ±$m   is  always  the  spirit  of  TRUTH,  for 

it  never  tells  us  to  to  sin,  or  to  yield  to  temptation.   Instead,  it  leads  us 

to  do  the  things  that  are  of  TRUTH.   Txlus  we  are  much  like  the  Japanese  painter 
in  that  we  begin  by  a  gradual  growth  process  into  this  TRUTH,  and  it  continues 
o-  all  through  life,  until  God  calls  us  home  and  then  we  become  the  completed^ 
T^IH.   This  is  what  Jesus  was  trying  to  convey  by  His  Words,  aid  by  His  sacri- 
fice of  Himself. 
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ST.   PAULAS  UNiTED   m-IURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,   PennsvlvanI  a 

GOOD  FRIDAY  April    16, 

The  Rev.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Eugene   Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Brian  Kennedy,    RtJaiN  KnaUer  -   Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  HOLY   COW-UNION  -  7:30 
Prelude  Music!        "A  Requiem"  Corfe 

,r0   Sacred  Head"  Hassled 

"Golgatha"  Richqlson 

*PrOCESB lONAL    HYMN     I  58     "WHEN     I     SURVEY     THE    WONDROUS     CROSS11 

*Ascrifti  on  -  Choral  Amen 

*  I  EVOCATION  Af~- 

Scripture  John   IO:   -*$-*29 

Evening  Prayer  and  Choral  Response 

□>FeR]  NG 

Offertory:  " 'Madre1    from    'Seven  Last  Woods'11    Haydn 

Anthem:  "Sorrow,    Sorrow"  Hamblen 

Sermon;  "The    Inheritance:      Being" 

Cor/MUNI  on    Hymn 

■CoMMumoN  Service  -  Page  ~$2 

Exhortation  -  Confess 1  on   -  Absolution 

Eucharist ic  Praver 

SeraphTc  Hv;.in 

The  Institution  -  Choral  Amen 

Agnus  Dei 
The  Holv  Communion 
*Praver  or  Thanksgiving  -  Doxqlogv 

*HvHRI  of  Dedication  Mo,  I6l   "Beneath  the  cross  of  Jesus" 
*bened iction 
"Threefold  Amen 
*Postludes       "Via  Dolorosa"  Battmann 

--------  *congregat ion  standing  -------- 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  Communion  and  will 

ALSO     SERVE     AS     LfSHfRS, 


We    invite   all  Christians*    regardless   of  denqmi mat roN 

TO     PARTAKE    Of     THE    L-0RDr6     SupTER    WITH     US  .         PleASe 

fill  out   a  Communion  tard  so   that   our  Church's 
records  wfll   be   accurate. 

If  Visitors   desire   to   recejve    credit   at  their   hdme 
Church,    put    the   name   and   address   of  either   your 
Pastor  or   your  Church  on   the   back  of  the  card   and 
jt  will  be  forwarded. 

Don't  forget  our  shut-ins   and   send   them  a  card   or 
pay   them   a  visit. 


*   * 


"»    +    *** 


One  "jonpers  why   a  day   that   memorialises   torture, 

PAIN    AND     DEATH    SHOULD    BE    CALLED    GOOD     Friday.         THE 
ANSWER,      OF    COURSE,       TS     THAT     THE    GREATEST    VALUES     OF 
LIFE     DO     NOT    COME    OUT     OF    THE     FORTUITOUS     AND     THE     EASY, 
3UT    OUT     OF     THE    HARD    AND    THE    OlFFICULT.         ChIIJSTIANITY 

is   no  sweetly   textured   "a  i th   by  which    its   adherents 
are  carried  to  the  skies  on  flowery   beds  or   ease. 
It    is    a   rigorous   faith,    the    essence   of  which    if  found 
through   self"oenial   and  sacrifice. 

And   those  who  meet    its   challenges   will  find   that 
Good    Friday    is   good    indeed,    because   deh i nd  this 
inscrutable  un  i  verse  ,    filled   as    it   is   i"  i  th   hardship 
and  buffering,   there    is  a  good  god,   one  "'ho   cares, 
One   who   loves    every   one  of    us.      The   basis  of   the 

GREAT     MESSAGE    OF    GOOD     FfilpAY     IS     THIS:         "GOD     SO     LOVED 

the  world,    that   he  gave   his   only   &egqtten  son,    that 
whosoever   believeth   in   him  should   not   perish,    but 
have  everlasting   life." 

This    is    perhaps   one  of    the   few  greatest   truths    in 

THE    WHOLE     WORLD.         DeSPITE    ALL     OF    THE     SUFFERING, 
STRUGGLE,      D IBAPPO I NTMeNT     AND     SORROW     i N     LIFE,      THERE     IS 

a  God  who  cares,  who  understands.   He  esteems  us  bo 

HIGHLY     THAT     He     GIVES    US     FREEDOM,      AND      IN    THIS    FREEDOM 
WE    OFTEN    HURT    OURSELVES.         BUT    THEN     He     PICKS     US     UP 
AND     LOVINGLY     SUPPORTS     US      IN     OUR    PAIN    AND    STRUGGLE. 


"Ttie  inneritance:    a  ing" 

Texts:    John  14:6c,    "T   AT4  TH^  t.t^" 

Joan  in^R,   if   f'A:;  '■'■,vr:;ptJ   -pn    i?  /r-r-i  -=■_    HTF  T  T  ~'v  ~n 

"'  WTT  FY  FY  ^T-,g- T..TT^rF  y,vr^    .-TH-,  T,AT  TH  M,  AfflP. 

^  HAVE  POV/ER  TQ  TAKE  IT  AGAIH . 

No   '.urn  2  last  phase  14:6C.  I  AM  THE  LIFE 

we  final  declar  4  thoz  v;ho  fiollo, 
He  sed:  I  AM  THE  'JAY. I  AM  vim  T!;iTT?H.  &  now  I.  AM  LIFE 
this  set  nu  pattern  of  liv  B4  thoz  who  wud  B  folios 
2  folio  thru  2  logic  conclu  1  need  Ik  this  nu  way. 
If  this  caus  misgivs  among  us, need  G  thru  eye  His  fo! 
Am  sur  listen  with  astonish  &   perhap  word  go  o'r  hei 
But  they  misunder  Bcuz  no  pay  attent  2  wat  He  say 
Irior  occas  He  told  them  f.lTflAn  JTl  10:181 
Naturally  He  speak  His  life , 
If  I  asktWat  most  precious  2  U,wat  wud  U  say? 
Most  wud  say,  gVTTw._ 
even  tho  not  alway  appear  so,lif  1  commod  we  cli: 
Thus  wen  Js  say  lay  down  lif  willing, no  wonder  folio 
;es  Jews  say  He  had  a  demon 
Heed  2  underfct  this  not  only  part  G's  plan  4  mankin 
But  something  unique, 
Think  suffer,deth  Js  folio  logic  sequence  events 
Had  last  meal, garden  2  pray, arrested, trail, executio: 
Walled  2  cross  &  simple  expedient  of  punish  body 
thru  exposur, exhaust , suffocation, abuse, He  die 
All  tru  &  actual  fact, but  need  add  personal  choic' 
Question  response  innocent  man:  cum  2  arrest=f light 
He  stay, ask  who  want  &  turn  self  over, abhor  Pete  vi> 
Trial=denials  etc;  Js  no  answer,  remain  silent 
R  thez  norm  reacts  innocent  person?  course  not, 
1   ■  Js  no  try  prov  innocence, &  this  wat  unique, 
our  mind  cannot  comprehend  His  actions 
'Jen  read  accts  crucifix, at  pt  of  deth  He  do  sumthin 
15  Bib  vss=gave  up  spirit, or  yield  spirit ///unique 
&  Gr,Heb  words  mean  breathe  out,expire=die 
Mt.  &  Jn  use  Gr  phrase  2  Give  over  or  2  deliver  up 

spirit 
Thiifi  HE  DID  THTa  WTT.TiTTT.T.T 

m  1  n sir-nation  soldier  lost  arm  in  battle l 
This  wat  Js  did  4  us,  gav  mor  than  arm=gav  lif 
No  1  took  it, no  1  made  Him  do  it, 
He  cud  hav  turn  bak  &  refus  2  do  it, but  didn't 
He  choz  2  die  on  our  Bhalf 
This  wat  Js  meant  wen  ^ttTm.j  <?jw,   t,t?t:. 
"  Be  told  not  only  fieth,but  had  told  of  rise  from 
jad  later  time. 
Thus  He  giv  then  confid  2  face  this  lif .&  also  know- 
ledge lif  no  end  here  earth  but  contintl  bcuz  luv 

of  God. 


3  Inheritance:  Being" 

Texts:  John  14:6c,  "I  am  the  life." 
John  10:18,  "No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myself.   I  have 
power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again." 

fe  now  gome  to  the  last  phrase  of  the  6th  verse  of  the  14th  chapter  of  the 
Gospel  of  John.   Jesus  says,  "I  AH  TH^  LIi7  ;."   Here  He  is  giving  the  final 
declaration  for  those  who  would  follow  Him.  He  has  said,  "I  AM       ',"  thereby 
pointing  out  the  path  by  His  ixSs.   example.   Then  He  said,  "I  AM  THE  TRUTH," 
which  pointed  toward  a  new  ±rsBt  dimension  of  living.   But  now  He  says,  "I  AM  THE 
Life,"  and  this  sets  a  new  way  of  living  before  those  who  would  be  His  followers. 
To  follow  this  through  to  its  logical  conclusion  one  needs  to  look  upon  this  as 
a  new  pattern  for  living. 

How  if  we  think  this  causes  some  misgivings  for  us,  then  we  need  to  try  to  see 
things  through  the  eyes  of  those  followers  to  whom  Jesus  was  speaking.   I  am 
sure  that  they  listened  to  His  words  in  utter  astonishment,  and  perhaps  His 
words  went  right  over  their  heads  without  even  causing  second  thoughts,   Bu 
if  'hey  were  misunderstanding  Him,  it  was  because  they  had  not  been  paying 
attention  to  what  He  had  been        all  along.  iigaigtiaiHxtew^HyHxSRxggHkExfcH 
fcfeana  On  a  prior  occasion  He  had  told  them  something  similar  to  this  and  we  read 
this  as  our  Scripture  for  this  evening.   He  said,  (read  John  10:13).   Naturally, 
He  was  speaking  of  His  life. 

If  I  were  to  ask  the  question,  "V/hat  is  the  thing  that  is  the  most  precious  to 
you?",  I  am  sure  that  most  of  us  would  say,  "Our  life."   Hven  though  it  may  not 
always  appear  so,  life  is  the  one  commodity  that  we  cling  to,  and  strive  to  pre- 
serve.  Thus,  when  Jesus  was  making  the  statement  about  laying  His  life  down 
for  His  sheep,  and  that  He  was  going  to  do  this  willingly,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
one  of  the  following  verses  contains  the  statment  that  some  of  the  Jews  were 
convinced  that  He  had  a  demon. 

The  thing  we  need  to  understand  about  all  of  this,  is  that  is  was  not  only  a 
pp  t  of  God's  plan  for  maniirid,  and  another  portion  of  the  Ihgritance  which  is 
ours,   But  it  was  something  which  was  unique.   Mostly  when  we  think  of  the 
suffering  and  death  of  Jesus  Christ  we  think  in  terms  of  things  taking  a  logi- 
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cal  sequence  of  events.  He  had  a  Last  meal  with  His  disciples,  and  following 
th"  '  He  went  a  ut  to  a  garden  to  pray.  It  was  while  He  was  here  that  He  was  be- 
trayed by  Judas  and  delivered  to  those  who  saw  that  He  was  given  a  trial.  He 
went  through  the  trial,  was  condemned  and  taken  out  to  be  executed.  He  was 
nailed  to  a  £ross  and  by  the  simple  expedient  of  punishing  the  body  through 
exposure,  exhaustion,  suffocation  and  abuse,  He  died.   How  these  are  the  actual 
facts,  and  all  are  true  with  the  exception  of  an  addition  to  the  whole  scene, 
and  that  is  hke  the  addition  of  personal  choice. 

What  would  be  the  natural  EKHKtxHK  response  to  a  group  of  people  coming  to  arrest 
an  innocent  man?  Flight  of  course.  The  resistance  to  being  taken,   '/hen  they 
came  for  Him  and  lie  asked  them  what  they  wanted,  and  they  replied  they  had  come 
for  Him,  ',,'hat  did  He  do?  He  admitted  who  He  was  and  permitted  Himself  to  be  taken 
Without  a  struggle.   In  fact,  when  Peter  became  violent  and  cut  off  the  ear  of 
one  of  the  men,  Jesus  healed  the  man  and  reprimanded  Peter.   Thus  He  permitted 
Hir  elf  to  be  taken  without  a  struggle. 

Then  when  He  went  through  the  trial,  He  did  nothing  to  prevent  His  condemnation. 
When  asked  questions  by  Pilate,  He  remained  silent.  Do  all  of  these  actions 
sound  like  the  normal  reactions  of  an  innocent  person?   Of  course  not,  but  Jesus 
was  not  out  to  prove  His  innocence.  This  is  what  makes  all  of  this  unique,  for 
it  is  a  mystery  that  the  mortal  mind  cannot  comprehend. 

And  when  we  read  the  accounts  of  the  crucifixion  we  read  that  at  the  point  when 
He  died  He  did  something  unique.   In  15  other  Bible  verses,  "gave  up  the  spirit," 
or  yielded  up  the  spirit,"  is  used  to  translate  one  Hebrew  or  Greek  word  which 
means  to  "breathe  out,"  or  "expire."  To  die  in  other  words,  Mark  and  Luke  use 
this  tenn.  But  Matthew  and  John  use  a  Greek  phrase  which  means  to  "give  over 
or  to  deliver  up  the  spirit."   Thus,  they  are  stating  that  He  did  this  wilfully. 
(Illustration  of  soldier  in  Prance  and  lost  arm). 

Tb'i  is  what  Jesus  did  for  us.   He  gave  gxs  more  than  His  arm,  He  gave  His  life. 
No"" one  took  it  from  Him,  no  one  made  Him  do  it.   He  could  have  freely  turned 

back  at  any  point  and  chose  not  to  go  through  with  it,  but  He  didn't.  He  chose 
to  die  on  our  behalf.  (OVER) 


MarsteUer,  !Rckard, 
£^f eWiardt  ***  Ked ,  I 
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This  what  Jesus  was  saving  to  His  followers  when  He  said,  "I  AH  THE  LIFE." 

jot  He  not  only  told  them  of  His  death,  hut  He  told  them  of  His  rising  from  the 

at  a  later  time 
dead.   Thus  He  was  giving  them  the  confidence  to  face  this  life,  and  also  the 

knowledge  that  life  need  not  end  here  on  earth,  hut  may  continue  through  eternity 

"because  of  the  love  of  God. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
EASTER  Apr(l    lg,    [976 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Eugene  Stephenson,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
^cts.   cvwoie  svbert,   youth  cho i r  director 
Robin  Knauer,    Bobby  Shakelv   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    ft:00  4,M, 
Prelude  Mue i g i        "In  A  Garden"  Southbredge 

"Christ    is  Risen"  Fischer 

n I    Know  That  My  Redeemer   Liveth"   Handel 
*The  Hvmn  of  Joy         167      "Christ   the   Lord    is   risen  today" 
*The  Ascription   -  Choral   Amen 
"The  Call  to  Worship 

Minister:      Now   is  Christ  hisen  from  the  dead,    and 
become  the  first  fruits   of  them  that 

SLEPT. 

People:  For  since  by  maw  came  death,   by  man  came 

also   the  resurrection  of  the  dead. 

Minister:     For  this   corruptible  must   put  on   i ncor- 
RUPTION,    and   this   mortal   must   put    on 

IMMQRTALt  T¥. 
ALL!  0  DEATH,  WHERE  IS  THV  STING?   0  GRAVE, 

WHERE  IS  THY  VICTORV? 

*GlqRI a   Patr I 
The  Scripture  Story  Luke  2Ui    \~\2 

The  Hymn  of  Praise      17^     "AlleluiaJ   Alleluia!" 
The   Easter  Prayer    On  Unison)    "Eternal  Goo,    our   Father, 
we  praise  you  for  the  joy  that  comes    ento   our  heart8 
on  this   Easter  morn.      As   the  risen   Lord   brought  hope 
to   those    in  sorrow   long   ago,    we   thank   you   that  He    can 

ALSO  BRING  NEW  HOPE  TO  US,    Li  FT  US  FROM  THE  DEPTHS  OF 
SORROW  A NO  SADNESS,  WE  PRAY  AS  WE  ARE  EVER  MINDFUL  OF 

His   victory   over  oeath-      As    vou  have  turned   the  shadows 

OF  DEATH  INTO  RAY9  OF  MORNING  LIGHT,   ILLUMINE  OUR  SPIRITS 
WITH  THE  HOPE  OF  LIFE  ETERNAL,  THROUGH  JeSUB  CHRIST,  OUR 

risen  Saviour  and  Lord.   Amen." 
The  Youth  Choir  Anthem  "On  'A'ings  of  Living  Light"   Wilson 
•The  Affirmation  of  Faith 

Minister:  As  our  spirits  have  weakened  under  the 
pressures  of  tempt at  i  on  and  qoubt,  let 


US  HEM* WO  OURSELVES  OF  THE  GREAT  BELIEFS  OF  OUR 
FAITH. 

Minister-  and  People: 

we  believe  in  the  one  god,  maker  and  ruler  of  all 
things,  Father  of  all  men;  the  source  of  all  good- 
ness AND  BEAUTV,  ALL  TRUTH  AND  LOVE, 

We  believe  in  the  Holy  SfjrIt,  God  present  with  us 

FOR  GUIHANCE,  FOR  COMFORT,  AND  FOR  STRENGTH, 

We  BELIEVE  IN  THE  FORGIVENESS  OF  StNS,   IN  THE  LIFE 

of   love  ano   prayer,    and    in  grace  equal  to   every  need. 
We   believe    in  the  Wqrd   of  God   contained    jn  the   Old 
and   the  Ne**1   Testaments   as  the   rule  of  fajth   ano 
practice    for   our    lives. 

We   believe    t n  the  Church   a©   the  fellowship  for 
worship  and   for  service  of  all  who   are  united  to 
the  Livi  no   Lord, 

We  BE  LI  EVE  IN  THE  F  I  MAL  COM  I  NO  OF  THE  K  INGDOM  OF 

God,  His  triumph  in  righteousness,  and  in  the  life 
everLast img.   Amen. 
*The  Dqxology 
The  Easter  Offering 
Chancel  Choir  Anthem  "Why  Weepebt  Thou?  He  Is  Risen1* 

by  Hamblen       Sold  -  Mrs.  CynoIe  Svb-ert 
The  Sermon        "The  Beginning" 
The  Sermon  Prayer  and  The  Lopo's  Prater 
*The  Hvmn  of  Triumph   I  65  "The  day  of  resurrection!" 

*THE  SpNEDtCTION 

•The  Threefold   Amen 

*The  Postlude  "Welcome,    Hafpv  Morning"  Peery 

_  _  _   —  _  _  *Cqngregation   Standing  -------- 

Serving   as   Ushers   today   are:      *0on   Kingslev,    Darvl 
Tait,    John   Dreher,    Gary  Penar  and  Rf chard  Wangel. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  tfyk.  f>  & £   ft*±£4J&& 
^Hospitalized:      Mrs,   Mildred   Broww^Mrs.    Grace  Riddle'.,    C^fi 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    Charles   Penar  WILL  represent   Council     j* 

AT     THE     DOOR    TO-OAV, 

^p  We   regret  that  this  will  be  Mahilvn  Stephenson's    last 

day   ab   Organist.      Mari lvn   has   been  a  good  and    faithful 
Organist  -  we  wish  her  well    en  anything  she  undertakes. 
Mon.    -   7:3^  "  Fidelity  Bible   Class   -  will   hold   a 

bakeless   sake  sale 
Thurs.    -    10^0  A. M,    -  Mary  Martha   Circle   *illmeet   at 

THE  HOME  OF  MrS .  HELEN  ShEPPECK, 

,   Tues.  -  K*00  -  Volleyball 


HFUL     * 


"The  Beginning" 

Job  Ti:  14.  "If  a  .:.■.   A  ■;.  :u ..,_  a::  _''■/■  .aa  ■;" 
Lk  in5,  ".nr  ..  ■■■:  r  ■  i .  :.An:..   :■■  ;  a;a  'aau?" 

-e  scripture  of  women  go  2   tomb 
,v  answer  2  age  old  quest  ask  by  Job. (read  text) 
lata  Bginning,  nu  lif  4-  Blievers 

■  eed  2  ask  quest  angels  asked, in  Churches  2day, 

■jir-  a -a  ■[':;■:  j  ;vijg  ahgiig  tii.-;  ik.,)? 

rT-|-]:n  cvinn.  ".mir-min  1-  Ancient  fariner) 

Ts  no  aliv  -Tday  yr.iie  aliv  ^morrow, nextweek, all  yr 
joy  4  Bliever  Sfc  not  just  convenience  1nce  yr 

(lllii3  "mfn  'i°"  Anf-i^ri  ^av  linm'^i  =iai1nr) 

^''-  -1""-   ^  T  '"^  A.WTWC? 

Gross  central  in  insurrection  &  need  acknowl  daily 
cross, &  deth  2  vxs.   our  sin  thru  Xp,  &  is  cannot 
say  acknowl  this,  Easter  no  hav  Joy  it  shud 

This  la  Bginning,  but  joy  giv  way  2  old  probs  2morrc 
(Illus  Bcuz  He  lives) 


Job  14:14a,  IS        : — . I l— LL, ___^" 

VlL   24:5b,        .  .  :  V  ;  PA  ;  .,  AL.,  _1K ■' ^i  AA:  U AAD?" 

:~.om  3  worn  mad  way  2  gsdtd  tomb, 
lite  morn  brak  4th  rd  them, they  unawar  buty  day 
pre-occ  mission  2  fulfil 

oat  nean  Sb  purps  sine  friend, teaoh  put  2  deth 
i'hey  saw/healtci   ,         ,    iten  limb  ope  eyes, 
nemors  flood  mind  as  approach  tomb 
■  bod  take  tber  Ari  eve  ,bu  Jew  .jabb  &   no  anoint 
l I  can  2day  2  prep  bod 
Had  forgot  in  haste  who  ope  door,rollstone? 
Saw  opea.ruah  up  look  4  bod, in  darkness  no  see, 
go  in,discoura£,di3sapoint  8e  then  0  2  ten 
stsitl  by  white  clothes ,&  know  no  ordinar  men 
bow  dvm,  :  fritened  A  nen  ask  '-ue^b:  hy  seek  ye  the 

l.JVT ACr     '.JA..A  A  ■:   '.  ..,!?'' 

Then  they  tell  how  lie  sed  wud  rise, .'-.  they  re 
They  tell  other3  ?:  they  no  Bliev, 

want  2  Bliev  yet  doubtjcum  &  G   4  self 

other  appears  Js  in  3mmaus,o'-her  Gosp  same 
ere  4  l^t  time  que;;t  long  ask  answer, 
It  RlftlTUi'TUil  of  liv:;  oE  hope/untolfi  joy 
"  dawn  nu  lif  4  folios  Js  Xt> 

yr  ago  Job  ask,  Iff  A  rjj  DEIi.A.AAA  ifi:  LIV  AOAIii? 
listory  pt  deth  as  final ,no  In  Du-fc  now  it 
evident,  :  ,  GAIN 

bonds  deth  brok  by  Js  Xp, victor  over  grav  &  we  liv2 
But  also  ouest  ask  angel rtfhy  seek  ye  the  living  among 
the  ded? 
It  ask  in  relat  Js  &  tomb, but  may  B  ask  Christendom 
It  has  been  &  perhap  will  B  lethargy  set  in  Church 


^ 


it  rat  ion  Chaylen 


"e:""" 


""it""t  "'"""^ 


som  peop  Xp  only  cum  alive  1nce  year 
&  we  need  ask  guest: Why  shu  we  seek  the  living 
among  the  dead? 
Living  Xp  Is  reality  every  day  4  thou  who  Blong  2Him 
He  B  Aliv  2morrow,next  week, 2  months  etc. 
He  not  just  alive  2day  &  B  forgot  til  next  faster 
or  wenever  it  convenient  4  us  2  think  about  Him  or 
remember  Him 
(Illustration  man  Sew  Angland  drunken  sailor  B^wmr-th 

"This  wat  neeff  B  tnrust  our  lil "~      awing 

Js  Xp  mad  supr  sacrif  4  ea  us  2  sav  us, 
Meed  ankiAK  T  V/Oh^'lf  AAVTNP,? 
•At""y  Lent,Gd  Prf  etc, all  know  &  over  all  loom  Cross 
'  Jfc  is  GAP. j  A  make  Aaster  authentic 
we  know  order  2  hav  Easter  Js  must  die,  but  person 
noacknowl  own  cross,";  no  acknowldeth  or  sm  iif 
cannot  know  Joy  Saster 

H111""  rsH"*'iT'g  rif'"'1' :  nr"V*   Hl*  1J 


"  Ehe  Beginning" 

Texts:  Job  14:14a,   "I  '    AN  DIE,  SHALL  HE  LITE      ?" 
Luk'  24:5b,   "WHY  SEEK  IE  THE  LIVING  AMONG  THE  DEAD?" 

Early  one  April  morning,  when  it  was  not  yet  daylight,  three  women  made  their 

light         forth 
way  to  a  garden  tomb.   As  the  xps±ag  morning  began  to  break  around  them,  they 

were  hk3:ksxexh£  completely  unaware  of  the  beauty  of  the  day,  for  they  v/ere  pre- 
occupied with  the  mission  they  had  come  to  fulfill.  Their  lives  had  lost  the 
tezgkkxMaaaijij^^gyxfocft  purpose  and  meaning  they  had  up  until  a  few  days  ago. 
It  still  did  not  seem  possible  that  their  beloved  friend  and  teacher  had  been 
so  cruelly  put  to  death.   They  had  seen  Him  minister  bb   the  most  common  beggar. 
He  had  touched  eyes  and  ears.  He  had  mended  broken  limbs,  straightened  crooked 
legs  and  arms.   He  had  healed  broken  hearts  by  giving  His  calm  reassurance  to 
those  burdened  down  with  care.   All  of  these  sad  memories  flooded  their  minds 
as  they  approached  the  hillside  tomb  in  which  His  remains  had  been  placed. 
They  had  witnessed  His  body  being  taken  there  on  Friday  evening  and  because  of 
the-^ev/ish  Sabbath  were  not  permitted  to  anoint  the  body  for  burial.     is  they 
felt  that  at  least  they  could  come  and  give  His  body  the  proper  preparation  xeee 
which  they  could  not  perform  the  other  evening. 
In  their  haste  to  go  to  the  garden  at  the  first  light  of  dawn,  they  had  neglected 

o  remember  that  they  had  to  contend  with  a  huge  stone  placed  against  the  en- 
trance to  the  grave.   But  as  the  tomb  now  appeared  in  their  view  they  saw  with 
a  sudden  shock  that  the  stone  was  rolled  away  from  the  entrance.  Naturally, 
they  rushed  to  the  tomb,  expecting  they  knew  not  what,  but  hoping  that  the  body 
was  still  there  undisturbed.   But  as  their  eyes  grew  accustomed  to  the  darkness 
within,  they  could  readily  see  that  the  body  was  not  there.   As  they  stood  there 
puzzled  and  discouraged  at  this  unexpected  turn  of  events  they  were  suddenly  s 
startled  by  the  appearance  of  two  strange  men  •  They  knew  that  these  were  not 
ordinary  men  for  their  clothing  had  a  dazzling  quality  about  it.  Being  severely 
frightened  they  could  only  show  their  fear  and  bow  down  before  them.  At  this 
point  the  men  speak  to  them  and  ask  the  question,  "Why  seek  ye  the  living  among 
the  dead?"  Then  they  remind  the  women  of  what  their  friend  had  told  them  on 
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previous  occasions  when  He  had  talked  to  them  and  instructed  them.  Here  the 
rear  .y  dawned  upon  them  that  what  He  had  said  at  those  times  now  made  sense. 
Go  they  returned  to  the  HihEK  eleven  disciples  and  the  other  interested  followers 
of  Jesus ,  but  their  story  was  not  believed.  And  i:eter  wanting  to  believe  what 
fee  had  heard,  and  yet  doutoting  that  it  could  be  true,  runs  to  the  tomb  to  see 
for  himself.  Other  versions  of  this  incident  tell  of  Jesus  meeting  the  women 
in  the  garden  and  og  His  appearances  to  His  followers.   Luke  tells  of  several 
disciples  meeting  Him  on  the  road  ro  I'inmaus. 

Here  for  the  first  time  questions  that  had  been  ashed  long  ago  were  now  being 
answered.   It  was "She  Beginning"  of  lives  of  hope  and  untold  joy.   It  was  KXKKX 
the  dawn  of  new  life  and  living  for  the  followers  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Many  long  years  before,  God's  faithful  servant  Job  had  asked  the  question  asked 
by  countless  others  before  him,  "If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again?"   Shall  he 
live  again  indeed.   ill  of  history  had  pointed  to  death  as  being  the  final 
set'  3r  of  all  acounts.  Life  for  all  of  those  prior  to  fc&s  this  event  had  been 
one  of  sadness  at  the  parting  of  relatives  and  friends  in  death.  But  it  was  now 
evident  that  "If  a  man  die,  he  shall  live  again."   The  bonds  of  death  had  been 
broken  and  Jesus  Christ  was  the  victor  over  the  grave,  and  because  of  this  the 
followers  and  believers  in  Him  could  live  eternally  as  well. 
But  there  was  also  a  spiEfcta  question  asked  by  the  angels  and  the  question  was, 

see  ye  the  fex±x£mH^<:the:>db3ribigxx  living  among  the  dea?"  This  question  was 
asked  in  relation  to  Jesus  Christ  in  the  tomb.   But  It  may  well  be  asked  in  all 
circles  of  Christendom  today.   It  always  has  been  and  probably  always  will  be 
that  in  the  Christian  Church  a  certain  lethargy  has  set  in. 
(Illustration  of  3purgeon  and  the  Ancient  Mariner) 

For  some  people  Christ  only  comes  alive  once  a  year.   And  so  we  need  to  ask  the 
question,  "Why  should  we  seek  the  living  among  the  dead?"  The  Living  Christ  is 
a  i   ~".lity  every  day  for  those  who  belong  to  Him.  He  will  be  alive  tomorrow,  and 
next  week,  and  2  months  from  now.  He  is  not  just  alive  today  and  to  be  forgotten 
until  next  .aster  or  whenever  it  is  convenient  for  us  to  think  about  Him  or  re- 
member Him, 
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(Illustration  of  man  in  New  England  rescuing  drunken  sailor ,&  B  worth  having) 

Thf      is  what  needs  to  be  the  thrust  of  our  life,  Jesus  Christ  made  the  supreme 

sacrifice  for  each  of  us,  to  save  us.  The  question  needs  to  be  asked,  "Am  I 

worth  saving?"   We  all  know  the  story  of  Lent  and  Good  Friday  and  faster.  Over 

all  of  it  looms  the  cross,  for  it  is  the  cross  that  makes  Easter  authentic,  for 

we  know  that  in  order  to  have  Easter  a  death  had  to  take  place.  But  the  person 

who  does  not  acknowledge  his  own  cross  in  life,  and  who  does  not  acknowledge 

the  death  of  sin  in  his  life  through  Christ,  cannot  really  know  the  joy  of  Easter, 

(Illustration  Art  Stor  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh,  backslider,  little  boy  &  picture 
of  Crucifixion  of  Jesus  Christ). 

which 
That  is  the  secret  of  today.   That  is  the  joy  tita*  should  be  in  each  of  our 

hearts  and  lives. 

(Just  Because  He  Lives) 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  After   Easter  April  25,    1976 

The  Rev,   Ralph  C.    Lini',   Pastor 
Mas.    Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mb.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Oi rectos 
Robin  Knauer,   Bobby  Smakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  TORSHIP  -   1 1  lOO  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Fantasia   in  G  Minor"  J-    S.   Bach 

Please  remain   silent  during   organ   chimes 

•PROCESSIONAL  Hymn  No.    7      "rejoice,    ye  pure    in   heart" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortati on 

•Confession  (In  Unison)    "0   Lord,   whose  way    is  perfect, 
help  lps,   we  pray  thee,    always  to   trust    in  thy  goodness; 
that,   walking  with  thee  and  following  thee   in  all 
simplicity,    we  way   possess   quiet   and   contented  minds, 
and  may  dast  all  our  care  upon  thee,    for  thy  carest 

FOR    Us;     FOR    THE    SAKE    OF    JeSUS    CHRIST    OUR    LoRO.        AMEN, " 

•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:      '0   Loro  open  our  lips. 

•People:      Apjd  our  mouth  shall  show   forth   thy   praise 
•Doxology  No.    551 

Scripture:  Genesis  S:    I  5-22 

Hymn  Mo.    319       "0   for  a  clober  walk  with  God" 
•Affirmation  of  Our   Faith       (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor;      The  Loro  be  with   you. 
People:      And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us   Pray. 
Prayer   and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory'.        "Trio    in   E  Flat"  J.    Rheinberger 

Anthem:      "I   Walked   Today  Where   Jesus  Walked"  O'Hara 

Solo  -  Von  Maloney 
Sermon:  "3  P'b    In  A  Poo"  I.      Place 
Prayer  and   Lord's  Prayer 
un  of  Dedication  No.    J 1 3  "Nearer,   my  God,    to  Thee" 


•BENEDICTION    AND    THREE    FoLO    Amen 

Organ  Postluoe      "March"  F.  Peters 

-  -  -  -  -  —  -  •Congregation  Standing  -------- 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr,  &  Mrs.  William  Zavacky,  Jr.  in  memory  of  Doris* 
'Mother" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:  *Alvin  Tait,  Robert 
Stewart,  James  McClymonps,  Mike  Nazaruk  ano  Gottlob 
Kraoel. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.  John  Reoman  will  represent  Council 
at  the  odor  today. 
Nursery  is  provided  today  by:  Mrs.  Bonnie  Vensel, 
Lor  1  Shearer  and  Ellen  Mabter. 
^^Tonisht  -  6:30  -  Youth  Choir  Practice. 
—  Wed.  -  7:30  -  Penn  West  Conference  Field  Test  Task 
Force  Meeting.  All  those  asked  -  please  attend  if 
poss idle. 
_^^Hospi  talked:  Grace  Rioole,  John  Snow,  Carl  Hollefreund, 
"^    Helen  Hollefreund. i»  rc-  Harvey  >•.  bell 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  290. 
^—  Vacation  Bible  School  meeting  for  all  teachers,  helpers, 

AND     INTERESTED     PERSONS,      TONIGHT     AT    7  '•  3°    P'M.     We     W  I LL 

80  over  material  and  make  plans  for  the  vacation 
Bible  School.      Important  that   those    involved  attend. 
^  Our  Youth  on  Retreat   this   weekend. 

Women's   Commission  of  Fellowship  of   Churches  will  have 
a  Luncheon  May  8  at    12:00  noon.      Peg  McClymonos   and 
Kathryne  Bancroft  have  tickets  -  $2.50.      The  theme 
Bi  centennial  Our  Heritage   Today,    Yesterday,    and 
Tomorrow. " 
Apr,    27  -  8:01  -   "Faith  to   Fai th"Program  -  St.   Michael's 
Speakers:     Rev.    William  Hufford  -   Fibt  Methodist   and 
Rev.    Arthur  Garb  in  -  St.   Michael's   Catholic  Church, 
^»We  welcome  Mrs,   Kay  I'trhis,    our   new  Organist,    who    is 
with  us  today. 
Four  members  of  the  Confirmation  Clabs  did   not  pick 
up  their   "Teenagers   Pray"   booklet  -  gift  from  the 
Church.     Please  contact  Bea   in   the  office  and   it 
will  be  given  to  you. 
The   Confirmation  Picture     proofs   are    in  the  Office 
If  you  would   like  to  order  a   picture,    come   into   the 

OFFICE  THIS  MORNING  AND  WE  WILL  BE  GLAD  TO  ORDER  0»E. 

| 


"3  -  ■  i  q        -i ;  rxaee  ~~ 

Gen  8: 20,  :-.  ":■  .  "  Pl,  ■■  ■■   -  :  - .    Tp''p  '^  ;'  ■'-•■"■  "1|  - 

';■  -'  v  -■-•"  ,  ''I't  </'"'  -^  ■■?v  ^■■■:-i:  i-''0'JL.  &  QPJ- 

EK    j-J^fi1  i-.^  PlPPi  LP:  TUT  AIT;-  1. 

ScHp:  Gen.  8:15-22 

Explain  April  newslet  S:  articl  on  Altars  ete, 
3   ^3day,educat  serms,   5  :e  3   -  P's  In  A  Pod" 
2~d"ay=  Place,  next=Proflession,  next=  Purpose 
j  tell  Noah  cum  out  of  ark, 
C story  preacher  &  man  answer  about  smell  of  ark) 
After  cam  out  He  bilt  altar .READ  TEXT 
1st  record  formal  worsh  of,  Uain^bel  but  offers  onl 
Noah  Glv  man.fr  «n  sar-.Hf  jn  thanks  2  G 
12  chap  Deut,  Exegete  1-7,  5  is  Text  vs 
Thus  formal  worsh  Bgin  3  estab, 
G  tell  set  asid  PLACE  4-  this, out  of  ord,a  sanctu 
free  other   '  .   prop  worship 
NT  chang  this  gacrif  &  offs  2  Lord1   Supper 
Constantine  chang  this  &  Church  satags  Change 
Luther/Zwing  change  back  8s  denoras  mak  nu  use  altar 
-  gradual  denoms  licum  pietxstic,    ".or  confe 
tak  place  Individ  cum  2  a±fca:rx&  G  personal  k  it  cong 
Then  worship  Bcum, sober, sedate, formal, stiff , solemn 
Congreg  act  lik  spectators  S=  only  clergy  do  anything 
But  G  say  2  Isites  Deut  12:7,  ^VhVi  '■    T  '■  J   :  '  -^ 

e  nearer  rescind  this,  Js  Xp  say=Spirit  8c  Truth 
2  B  Spiritual, but  dun  rJ   '    irit=Joy, rejoice, glad- 
ness, thanks giving  St  mak  joyful  noise 
If  lool      orsh  do  our  livs,must  ask  quest=  Why  Woij 
rship?  This  wat  we  do  eternity  8s  must  prep  4-  it 

ueh  lik  symph  orchest  tun  up  mak  no:      all  involv 
This  how  we  need  cum  2  worsh=expectantly. 
Log   4-  sunthing  &  get  it, cum  2  particip  St  do  it 

Xs  way  will  enter  worsh  &  sing, pray , praise  &  3  part 
;j'orsh  shud  evok  respons  from  us  1  way  or  other 
[his  shud  B  dun  in  serv  in  which  resolv  alter/caang 
livs  or  living, or  mesag  shud  mak  us  think  day /week 
This  wat  PLACE  all  about, v/e  here  worsh  G,&  sanctu  H   it 
Early  Church  in  ^c^  "?th*   describe  as  stand  in  AWE . 
We  shud  stand  in  AWE  Sc  expect  Xp  can  &  will  trans- 
form lives  in  this  service  &  congregation 
Yet  how  of  ©fen  v/e  do  this?   Sam  old  liturgy, prayers, 
long  winded  sermon  that  keep  me  from  lunch, 
&  speak  of  lunch  wat  will  I  eat? 
This  how  many  affected  by  worsh  &,   nothing  happen. 
M'  y  cli's  no  yng  peop  commit  lif  2  Xpian  serv  yrs 
.jiy  Gh  never  see  1  soul  set  on  fire  4-  Lord, 
let   this  suopos  2  happen  all  church, &  wrong  if  not 
(Illus  wat  wrong  Mrs.  Craig) 
S'fie  sTofld  AWe  oi  ij  at  xxace  G  ordain  4-  her 
This  Place  our  ALTAR  &  we  shud  B  .AWE, ft  THIS  1st  P=pnn 


-  "3  -  P*s  In  A  PoeT 

1,  Place 

TeH;:  Genesis  8:20,  And  Noafcibuildedan  altar  unto  the  Lord;  and  took  of 

every  clean  beast,  and  of  every  clean  fowl,  and  offer- 
ed burnt  offerings  on  the  altar. 

Those  of  you  who  read  your  April  Newsletter  you  will  recall  there  was  an 
article  in  there  that  stated  that  we  would  have  several  sermons  to  explain 
the  use  of  the  altar,  there  have  been  some  questions  asked  by  members  as  to 
why  we  do  certain  things,  why  we  have  done  certain  things,  and  I  think  these 
questions  need  to  be  answered.  So  for  the  next  three  weeks  we  are  going  to 
try  to  answer  these  questions.  I  have  said  before  that  sermons  are  not  only 
to  be  inspirational,  but  they  are,  to  be  educational  as  well.  So  therefore, 
we  will  have  for  the  next  three  weeks,  three  educational  sermons  dealing  with 
this  subject.  I  have  entitled  this  series,  "3  -  P*a  In  A  Pod."  These  three 
sermons  will  begin  each  one  with  the  letter  "P".  Todays  sermon  is,  "Place," 
next  week  will  be,  "Profession,"  and  the  following  week  will  be,  "Purpose." 

So  as  we  think  about  this  we  perhaps  ask  some  questions  in  our  minds, 

Vust  what  are  we  speaking  about?"  For  our  scripture  for  this  morning  we 

read  about  Noah  being  called  forth  from  the  ark  by  God.  He  was  called  to 

come  out  along  with  his  family  and  to  bring  the  animals  as  well. 

A  preacher  was  preaching  on  this  calling  forth  by  God  and  a  man  in  the 
-  congregation  spoke  up  and  said,  "Preacher,  I  have  heard  many  men  speak 
about  this  subject,  but  I  have  never  heard  one  tell  about  the  messy 
conditions  which  must  have  prevailed  upon  that  ark  after  the  40  days 
oti   so.  With  all  of  those  animals  it  must  have  smelled  pretty  badly. 
The  preacher  answered,  "You're  absolutely  right  mister,  the  conditions 
were  pretty  bad.  But,  you  must  remember,  that  ark  was  the  best  thing 
afloat  at  that  time." 

And  I  think  when  we  look  at  this  story  we  see  what  took  place  in  Noah's 

life.  We  see  that  the  first  thing  he  did  when  he  came  forth  from  that  ark, 

was.  "Noah bull  ded  an  altar  unto  the  Lord*  and  took  of  every  clean  beast,  and 
of  every  clean  fowl,  and  offered  burnt  offerings  on  the  altar." 

It  is  at  this  point  then  that  we  see  the  first  formal  worship  recorded  in 

scripture.  We  know  that  Cain  and  Abel  brought  their  offerings  to  the  Lord. 

B»t  Noafe  mpfci  an  altar.  That  meant  he  set  something  aside  on  which  to 

worBhip  God  and  which  ho  could  come  to,  and  bring  his  family  to,  to  confront 
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God.  But  when  we  turn  to  other  portions  of  Scripture,  we  see  that  this  has 

jome  expanded  and  has  grown,  and  has  flourished  and  God  has  ordained  it. 

For  instance,  if  you  want  to  turn  to  the  12th  chapter  of  Deuteronomy  with 

me,  there  is  in  this  chapter  set  forth  what  God  wanted  for  worship.  J?his 

begins  in  the  first  verse  and  we  will  cover  the  first  seven  verses. 

This  read:  "These  are  the  statutes  and  Judgements,  which  ye  shall  observe  to 
do  in  the  land,  which  the  Lord  God  of  thy  fathers  giveth  thee  to  possess  it, 
all  the  days  that  ye  live  upon  the  earth." 

God  is  setting  forth  now,  rules  and  regulations  for  this  worship  of  Him. 

He  says,  "Ye  shall  utterly  destroy  all  the  places,  wherein  the  nations  which 
ye  shall  possess  served  their  gods,  upon  the  high  mountains,  and  upon  the 
hills,  and  under  every  green  tree*" 

They  are  to  abolish  all  the  pagan  religions  and  anything  that  is  foreign  to 

the  worship  of  Almighty  God.  They  are  to  throw  all  of  this  from  their  midst. 

"And  ye  shall  overthrow  their  altars,  and  break  their  pillars,  and  burn  their 
grovesxwith  firej  and  ye  shall  hew  down  the  graven  images  of  their  gods,  and 
destroy  the  names  of  them  out  of  that  place." 

ere  are  to  be  no  foreign  gods  present.  Ail  of  these  things  are  to  be 

thrown  out  and  cast  aside.  But  then  He  says:  "Ye  shall  not  do  so  unto  the 

Lord  your  God."  In  other  words,  they  are  to  throw  out  these  other  gods, 

but  they  are  to  hang  onto  Almighty  God,  and  not  throw  Him  out  as  well. 

And  then  He  appointed  a  "Place"  where  they  are  to  do  this:  "But  unto  the 
place  which  the  Lord  your  God  shall  choose  out  of  all  the  tribes  to  put 
His  name  there,  even  unto  His  habitation  shall  ye  seek,  and  there  thou 
ehalt  come." 

He  is  saying  there  is  to  be  a  "Place."  And  He  is  going  to  tell  them  where 

this  "Place"  is.  This  is  where  they  are  to  come  and  worship  Him.  And  He 

tells  them:  "And  there  you  shall  bring  your  burnt  offerings,  and  your 
sacrifices,  and  your  tithes,  and  heave  offerings  of  your  hand,  and  your 
vows,  and  your  free-will  offerings,  and  the  firstlings  of  your  herd3  and 
of  your  flocks." 

This  is  how  to  vrbrship  God.  They  ar  to  bring  their  gifts  into  His  presence, 

gnd  they  arec;to  share  these  with  God.  So  we  see  here  then,  that  worship 

,s  been  established,,  That  there  is  a  "Place"  which  would  come  forth  in 

which  they  were  to  meet  God  and  come  and  worship  Him.  This  evolved  down 
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through  the  years  to  the  advent  of  Jesus  Christ.  Through  His  life,  His 

itht  and  His  resurrection  from  the  grave,  the  altar  changed  from  a  place 
upon  which  to  offer  burnt  offerings,  to  a  place  where  we  observe  the  Lord's 
Supper.  Thus  the  altar  is  not  a  place  for  sacrifices,  but  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

This  the  altar  remained  in  history  for  several  hundred  years  of  the  early 
Church  up  to  the  time  when  Constantino  was  made  Emperor  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
When  this  took  place  Constantino  decided  that  the  persecutions  of  the  Christ- 
ians had  to  cease.  So  he  declared  that  the  Roman  Empire  would  now  be  tho 
"Holy  Roman  -empire."  This  meant  that  for  the  first  time  Christianity  was  a 
state  religion.  Everyone  in  the  Empire  was  now  a  Christian.  Thus,  thousands 
who  were  pagans  and  heathens  one  day,  now  found  themselves  Christians  the 
next,  and  they  did  not  have  to  do  or  know  one  thing  to  become  a  Christian. 
The  way  the  early  churh  grew  was  on  a  one  to  one  basis.  One  person  told 

other  of  Jesus  Christ  and  led  that  person  to  accept  Him.  Thus  people  were 
brought  into  the  church  who  knew  what  Christianity  was  all  about.  But  now 

all  of  this  had  been  cir euro vented  by  the  Emperor* 

• 

The  Church  was  now  put  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy.   In  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  which  is  what  the  Church  was,  the  hierarchy  had  control.  The  people 
were  merely  spectators  at  whatever  services  took  place.  Many  of  them,  and 
most  of  them  didn't  know  what  it  was  to  know  Christ.  Thi3  is  what  came  down 
through  history  until  the  time  of  Martin  Luther.  He  was  inspired  by  God 
to  change  this  and  he  set  forth  what  we  know  today  as  Protestanism,  and 
founded  what  we  know  a3  the  Lutheran  church.  It  was  back  to  the  simple 
routine  of  bringing  people  into  the  church,  witnessing  to  them,  letting  them 
come  to  the  altar  and  worship  God,  and  not  having  them  look  to  someone  else 
to  bring  salvation  to  them.  3ut  sharing  the  salvation  through  Christ.  And 

stayed  this  way  for  years  until  today  where  many  churches  and  denominations 
are  back  to  tho  legalistic,  pietistic  rituali Ml  thfrt  was  inherent  in  the 


Jewish  law.  Where  we  follow  a  certain  procedure  or  ritual  in  the  church 

rvice  and  this  is  the  worship  of  God,  and  if  we  deviate  from  it  we  are 

wrong.  But  you  see,  it  was  never  meant  to  be  this  way.  If  we  look  at  the 

7tb,  verse  of  the  12th  chapter  of  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  God  goes  on  to 

tell  what  worship  should  be.  He  says,  "And  there  ye  shall  eat  before  the 
Lord  your  God,  and  ye  shall  rejoice  in  all  that  ye  put  your  hand  unto,  ye 
and  your  households^  wherein  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  blessed  thee." 

He  said,  "When  you  corae  into  this  PLAGE,"  He  didn(t  mean  they  were  to  eat 

in  the  santuary,  but  they  were  to  have  fellowship  together.  They  were  to 

join  in  fellowship  meals  and  have  fellowship  as  a  congregation  together. 

They  rere  to  come  into  the  sanctuary  and  they  were  to  rejoice.  Not  to  be  in 

a  dead  service,  but  to  be  in  something  that  was  alive.  Something  that  had 

meaning  and  purpose  and  was  vital.  We  look  at  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ  and 

He  said  the  worship  of  God  was  to  be  done  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth.  The  word 

Spirit  not  only  meant  the  Holy  spirit  of  God,  but  the  bpirit  of  the  occasion. 

at  it  should  become  a  joyful,  worshipful  experience.  Worship  should  be 
something  that  lifts  our  lives  and  our  hearts.  We  should  feel  something  on 
Sunday  morning,  tfe  should  be  a  part  of  it  and  feel  that  we  are  not  merely 
spectators  sitting  back  and  watching  a  clergyman  perform  before  them  each 
and  every  Sunday  morning.  And  then  guaging  whether  he  has  a  good  talk  or  a 
bad  talk.  Or  vhether  he  prays  nicely  this  Sunday  and  he  doesn't  pray  nicely 
next  Sunday.  It  is  something  where  the  prayers  are  a  part  of  us  that  we  enter 
into  them.  That  the  liturgy  is  a  part  of  us.  That  we  rejoice  in  all  of  this 
and  that  it  becomes  something  filled  with  life  and  not  death. 
I  think  when  we  look  at  it  in  this  light  we  see  again  what  the>  early  church 
was*  Because  in  the  2nd  chapter  of  Acts  and  the  43rd  verse  we  read  that  the 
early  church  "Stood  in  awe."  The  people  were  awed.  And  why  were  they  awed? 
Because  they  saw  3000  people  added  to  the  church  that  day.  It  was  something 

x&t   was  an  experienco  for  them.  It  became  a  joy  and  it  became  part  of 
their  life.  So  when  God  .jay3  He  is  going  to  set  a  place  for  our  altar,  He 
is  saying  that  it  should  be  a  "Place"  where  we  come  nappily.  A  ''Place  where 


we  come  expectantly.  And  a  "Place"  where  we  participate  in  the  worship. 

;  toy  many  people  have  this  twisted  and  turned  around.  There  are  many, 
many  churches  today  that  can  claim  the  dubious  distinction  of  not  having  one 
young  person  go  forth  in  50  years  or  more  for  Christian  service.  There  are 
many  churches  that  have  never  seen  a  person  come  alive  through  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  worship  service.  There  are  churches  that  have  never  seen  people  come 
forth  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  into  their  lives  and  into  their  heart3. 
And  it  is  because  we  have  gotten  things  twisted  around  and  we  have  said, 
"if/ell,  we  don't  do  those  things  in  our  church."  ¥t   sit  in  the  pewf  we  come 
if  we  feel  like  it,  we  pray  if  we  ?eel  like  it,  we  sing  if  we  feel  like  it, 
and  we  just;  do  what  we  want  to  do  and  when  we  are  done  we  go  home  uatil  next 
Sunday  morning.  But  you  know  there  are  people  who  are  otherwise.  I  read 
an  interesting  illustration  I  would  like  to  share  with  you  this  morning. 
It  was  written  by  an  editor  in  Hashville.  This  paper  carried  this  story  of 

3.  Lila  Craig.  This  is  how  it  was  written. 

Mrs.  Lila  Craig  has  not  missed  attending  church  in  1 ,040  Sundays  although 
she  is  in  her  eighties.  It  makes  one  wonder,  what's  the  matter  with  Mrs. 
Craig?  Doesn't  it  ever  rain  or  snow  in  her  town  on  Sunday?  Doesn't  she 
ever  have  unexpected  company?  How  is  it  that  she  never  goes  anywhere  on 
Saturday  night  ao  that  she's  too  tired  to  attend  the  wornhip  service  the 
next  morning?  Doesn't  she  ever  beg  off  to  attend  picnics  and  family  re- 
unions, or  have  headaches,  colds,  nervous  .spe&ls,  or  tired  feelings? 
Doesn't  she  ever  oversleep  or  need  time  to  read  her  Sunday  newspaper? 
Hasn't  she  ev.jr  becorna  angry  with  the  minister,  or  had  her  feelings  hurt 
by  someone  and  felt  justified  in  staying  home  to  hear  a  good  sermon  on  the 
radio  or  TV?  Whstls  the  matter  with  Mrs.  Craig  anyway? 

The  man  who  copied  this  article  for  others  to  see  added  hi3  comments  to  it 

and  ssids  Of  course  the  article  was  written  with  tongue  in  cheek  to  empha- 
size the  many  excuses  we  can  dream  up  for  not  assembling  with  Cod's  people 
for  worship  and  fellowship.  I  read  some  interesting  statistics  indicating 
that  10$  of  the  people  whoae  names  are  on  the  church  rolls  don't  put  in  an 
appearance  n.Y    7***j  and  that  40#  of  those  who  do  attend  never  contribute 
to" the  work  of  the  Lord.  Furthermore,  60#  don't  go  to  the  evening  service, 
?0/£  won't  give  t^  missions,  and  about  the  same  number  refuse  to  participate 
in  any  type  of  church  activity.  I  suppose  if  3ome  of  these  people  should 
road  this  article,  they'd  exclaim  in  surprise,  "WHAT  GIVEo  WITH  MRS.  CRAIG?" 

think  that  what  giv?s  with  Mrs.  Craig  i3  the  point  that  many,  many  people 
are  missing.  That  is,  that  worship  is  an  experience,  that  worship  is  some- 
thing we  do  in  joy  and  gladness.  We  do  not  have  to  follow  a  set  pattern 
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week  aft or  week,  after  week.  And  if  we  dslfiate  from  that  pattern  no  one 
t     ild   get  "up  tight"  or  upset  about  it.  I  "believe  wo  need  nore  Krs,  Cria^s 
in  our  churches  today,  tft  need  people  who  really  cane  to  worship  God.  We 
need  people  who  havs  prepared  themselves  for  worship  before  they  came  to  the 
church.  ve  need  people  who  feme  from  their  homes  who  have  prayed  that  the 
service  will  be  meaningful  to  them.  People  who  have  prayed  that  the  preacher 
can  give  a  pood  perform&nce  if  this  is  what  they  eirpect.  People  who  have 
prayed  that  they  can  enter  that  service  and  that  they  car:  leave  that  service 
moved  and  willing,  and  wanting  to  do  something  in  their  lives  to  come  closer 
to  God.  This  then  is  the  "Place  where  we  worship  God.  It  is  here  that  we 
have  our  altir.  It  in  here  that  we  should  cone  expectantly  each  "Sunday  morn- 
ing. And  then  go  forth  and  live  different  livos  because  of  being  with  ^od. 


Prayer:  Our  Gracious  heavenly  Father,  we  thank  you  that  you  have  set  forth 
worship  in  your  Word,  that  we  know  there  is  a  way  to  do  it.  We  can  come  in 
bi  j   ways  and  we  should  not  feel  there  is  only  one  way  to  do  it.  We  should  not 
gei;  upset  about  the  way  we  worship.  But  we  also  know  we  should  worship  rever- 
ently and  worshipfully  in  your  House.  That  we  3hould  be  a  part  of  the  church 
you  have  set  forth.  Father,  grant  this  day  that  we  may  go  forth  renewed  in 
body,  soul  and  spirit.  let  us  see  our  lives  ac  they  really  are  that  we  Tnay 
take  note  of  how  we  worship  God.  We  ask  these  things  in  the  nam«  of  your 
Son,  who  taught  us  to  nray.  The  LO«d'l  Frayer.  Amen. 


3T.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pe<mnsvlvanI  a 
Third  Sunday    in  Eastertide:  May  2,     \^f$ 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Mqrris,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Marc l  a  McBride,    Jeff  Hocketnserry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  I  :0O  A.M. 

Prelude:  "Andante   ReLigiqso"  Rowley 

Please   remain  silent   during   organ   chimes 
"Process i onal  Hymn  No.    I76     "Crown  Him  with  many  crowns" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortati cn 
•Confess  1  om    On  Unison)    "0  God,    "'Ho  makest   thyself   known 

jn  the  stillness;    let  us    feel  thv   presence    in  THta   sacred 

PLACE;     MAKE    US     TO     BE     OF    THE    COMPANY     OF    BRAVE    SAINTS     WHO 
HAVE    WORSHIPPED    HERE      IN    SPIRIT    AND     IN     TRUTH  J        THROUGH    THE 
VOICES    OF    MEN    AND     THE     INSTRUMENTS     OF     PRAISE    GIVE    US     TO 
LfFT    OUR     HEART    tO    THEE  i     AND    80|     0    LORD,      PURIFY    QUft     LIVENS 

that,    going.  forth    into   the  world,    we  may  go    in   thy 
strength  and   in  thy  love!   through  jesus  christ  our  lflrd. 
Amen. " 
•Kyrie  (Choir,   Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

*PaStdr!       '0   Lord  open   our   lips. 

*People:      And  our  mouth   shall  show  forth   thy   praise 
•Dcxology  No.    55 f 

Scri  PTUREi  Romans    10:    1  -  IJ 

Hymn  No,    £13  "0   LoRO,    turn  not  Thy    face  away" 

•Affirmation  of  Our   Faith   ( Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patr i 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:      The   Lord   be  with  you. 
People;      And  with   thv   spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us  Pray, 
Prayer  and   Prayer   Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory:      "I    Call  to   Thee,    Lord   Jesus  Christ"  Bach 
Anthem;  "Thou  Wilt  Keep  Hjm    in  Perfect  Peace**  Williams 

ermon:  "3  -  P's   In  A  Pod" 

,      2,      Profession 


Prayer  and    Lord's   Praves 
*Hvmn  of   Dedication  No.   21  f      "0  Jesus,    Thqu   art   standing" 
*b.enedr  cti  on   and   three   fold  amen 

Organ  Pqstluoe     "St.    Anthony  Chorale'7       Hayon-Brahms 
--------  "Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  seen   placed   by 

Mrs.    Grace   Riddle    in   memory   of    ^Husband"   Mr,    Harolo 

K.   Riddle 
Serving  as  Ushers   today   are:      *Allen  Botacchi,    John 

Redman,    Oan   Bosko,    Robert   Knauer,    Charles    Penar. 
Nursery  will   be   provided   today  by:      Betty  Pfase, 

Linda   Pfase  and   Laurel  Stauffer. 
Deacon   and  Mrs.    Steve  Vargo   will   represent  Council   at 

the  door  today* 

The  attendance  last  Sunday  was    196. 
Hospital* zed!      Mrs.    Helen  Hqllefreund,   Mr.    Carl 

Hollefreund. 
Monday   -  7 : 3 ^  ~"  Women's   Mary   Prugh  Circle  meeting. 
Monoay  -  7:0f>  -  Special  meeting   for   all  those   that 

WERE     GIVEN     INrQRMATlON    SHEETS     LAST    SUNDAY    OR    HAD     THEM 
MAILED     OUT    TO      INDIVIDUALS     -     FROM    THE     La NG     RaNGE     PLAN- 
NING   Committee, 
*  Wed.   -  7:3G  -  Council  Mefting 

Next  Sunday  will  be  the  special  collection  for  Festival 
of  the  Christian  Hqme  (Greenville  -  Mother's  Day  Off.) 
Special  envelopes   wi ll  be    included    In   vour   Newsletter. 

Please  have  all    information    in  for  the  Newsletter  by 
Wednesday. 

We  are    in   need   of  Nursery  volunteers.       If   you   could 
possibly  help   out   i    sunoay   eve«*v  coufle   of  months- 

pLEAeE     LEAVE    MRS  .     DoftIS    ZaVACKY    KNOW     (cORO I NATOR) i 
OR    YOU     CAN     LEAVE     VQUR     NAME      IN    THE     OFFICE. 


I     WOULD    LIKE     TO    THANK    THE     FRIENDS     OF     St.      Pau'S     UCC 

for  their  kino  expression  of  sympathy  ano  for  the 
cards  that  were  sent  from  the  congregation  during 
the  recent  oeath  of  my  "mother1* 

— William  Zavacky,  Sr. 
Mrs*  Grace  Riddle  would  like  to  thank  everyone  for 
their  cards  and  prayers  during  her  recent  stay  in 
the  hospital. 
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5  -  P's  In  A  Pod."     Profession 
Rom  10:9-10,      *■  T^  TT  ttctvjy    ^-     <ww.   '?v.  .-?   ,t.;    ^   t^. 
UR   LORD.&    BLI'JIY    IN   UR   OWN    HART    THAT   a    RaTHKII    TTTW    FROM 
■Ifl}1    .|i.:.);    it  tJTt.t.  b  :-,^p-n        il  t^  r-   TiV   bliwtwp,   tv   tj~ 

TTU         TpA?      1     ^^t    T?fv  ,!.:-?■:;     ;,t^:-.     ^fT-P-T     P. -^      '  [fTM     [TTfi     \V  'TTfTT 

113  TELL  OTHERS  OF  ttt .'.  Ti-flTTTT.nnMFT^HTwr,  hts  raj^at/PT^  ,t 

Ref   2  last  week  =  Place,  2day=Profession=Blief 
Script=I  speak  Jew  Ss  Gent, Jew  observ  law  but  import 
thingsLOfiDSHIP  Js  Xp,  tru  answer  hart/mouth  vs  8-10 
(Illus  Lawyer , minister  &  resurrection  Js  Xp.) 
Head  faith  &  not  hart/prob  with  peop  want  do  mor  4-  ii 
But  G  say  NO=just  accpt  free  gift  no  mor 
2  satisfy  desir  do  mor, other  thing  is  MOUTH 
(Illus  Schofield  physician  &  school  acceptance) 
tak  both, hart /mouth 
Thus  altar  calls  &   ask  peop  mak  commit 
accept  in  pew  with  hart/cum  4ward  make  publicxstanc 
This  outward  profess 
sum  peop  tak  offence  get  uptite/threatened,no  need 
"   say  I  DID  THAT,  this  OK  &  good, 

"   "   "  &  no  did, 
say  Blong  Js  Xp  &  lik  unblie vers =drunk, swear, dirty 
story, cheat , adultery  etc. 
G  call  liars 
Altar  calls  mak  poss  pers  accpt  Xp  if  H  op  tell  2  do 
2  mak  commit  is  2  ope  lif  2  lif  grtest  exper 
I  cud  tell  U  peop  do  this  aft  many  yrs  ch  member 
Lives  chang, Bcuz  never  knew  wat  all  about, 
I  kno  this  Bcuz  happen  2  me  &  I  thot  was  Xpian 
Ther4  I  want  2  shar  with  U  wat  can  mean  2  U  too 
Yet  peop  want  fite  me  Bcuz  of  it 

if  hav  altar  call  &  U  made  commit, no  cum  4-ward 
if  not  sur  wher  U  stand  salv  wise, answer  G  call 
Other  reasons  4-  cum  4ward=baksliders ,probs  family, 

husband, wife , children, sickness  etc. 
Need  2  open  Altar  2  them  &  minist  speak  2  them 
No  need  2B  embarrass  no1  know  reason  cum  4-ward 

Gum  during  sing  last  hymn  &  we  counsel 
Any  given  service  peop  no  knov;  the  Lord, 
need  giv  opp2  mak  commit 
'Ther4  time  2  time  will  hav  altar  call 
If  hav  questions  concern  this  talk  2  me, or  call  me 
ill  answer  questions 
Next  week  Purpose  all  this 

If  hav  needs  2day,  cum  4-ward  &  I  will  counsel 
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This  ia  what  Paul  was  3aying.  That  w©  do  have  this  problem  with  our  heads 

-id  we  have  a  problem  with  our  hearts  as  well.  For  you  see,  God  has  given 

us  a  mind  and  an  intellect  to  use  as  well.  We  do  use  our  minds  to  think 

and  to  reason.  But  many  times  our  head  gets  in  the  road  of  the  heart. 

Because  when  we  are  speaking  of  something  like  salvation,  we  are  speaking 

of  something  that  is  accepted  by  faith.  It  is  accepted  not  with  our  heads, 

but  with  our  hearts.  This  is  what  Paul  was  trying  to  say. 

But  in  this  regard  we  need  to  look  at  this  in  another  light  for  Paul  adds 

something  to  this.  Paul  .fas  saying  we  need  the  mouth  as  well. 

Dr.  A.T1  Schofield  the  noted  English  physician  of  yesteryear,  not  to  be 
confused  with  the  Scofleld  of  Biblical  scholar  fame,  tells  of  how  at  the 
age  of  15  he  was  sent  to  a  boarding  school  in  Wales.  He  arrived  in  the 
evening  and  was  shown  to  his  room.  He  met  his  new  roommate  and  the  first 
thing  the  roommate  asked  was,  "Are  you  a  Christian?"  Schofield  answered 
no.  The  boy  asked,  "Why  not?  Don't  you  want  to  be  one?"  Schofield  re- 
plied that  it  was  not  a  matter  of  wanting  to  be  one,  but  it  was  a  matter 
of  being  unable  to  accept  it.  He  had  been  raised  in  a  religicus  home  and 
his  parents  had  tried  to  share  Christianity  with  him,  but  he  could  not 
accept  Christ  as  his  saviour  and  so  their  words  all  went  iu  one  ear  and 
-mt  the  other.  Much  like  many  15  year  old  boys.  He  roommate  told  him  he 
/as  going  to  a  prayer  meeting  that  night,  and  he  was  going  to  pray  for 
Schofield.  Later  that  night  the  boy  came  back  to  the  room,  crawled  into 
bed  and  very  shortly  was  sound  asleep.  But  iichofield  could  not  3leep. 
He  tossed  and  turned  and  kept  wondering  why  he  could  not  sleep.  But  some- 
thing seemed  to  be  telling  him  that  he  had  to  do  something.  Finally  a 
voice  spoke  to  him  and  told  him,  "You  have  to  believe."  So  he  said,  Wall, 
if  that  is  what  I  have  to  do  to  get  some  sleep,  I  will  do  it."  so  he  got 
out  of  feed,  and  down  on  his  knees  as  he  said,  "God,  if  you  are  trying  to 
tell  me  what  I  think  you  are  trying  to  tell  me,  I  accept  Christ  as  my 
Saviour."  and  he  got  back  in  bed  and  fell  sound  asleep. 

The  next  morning  the  schoolmaster  came  to  the  room  and  introduced  himself. 
He  said.  "I  understand  you  are  not  a  Christian.  We  try  to  have  all  of  our 
boys  at  this  school  become  Christians.  We  are  praying  for  you."  Schofield 
answered,  "I  am  a  Christian."  The  schoolmaster  replied,  "But  you  told  your 
roommate  last  night  you  were  not  a  Christian.  When  did  you  become  one7 
Schofield  answered,  "About  2  o'clock  this  morning."  The  schoolmaster  said, 
"Suppose  you  tell  me  about  it."  So  Schofield  related  what  had  taken  place 
and  in  later  life  he  relaiaed  he  was  fulfilling  at  that  time  what  Paul  had 
written  in  this  chapter  to  the  ilomans.  That  it  is  not  onlfr  with  the  heart 
that  we  accept,  but  with  the  mouth  as  well. 

So  what  Paul  says  in  the  9th  and  10th  verses  is  for  each  of  ust  "For  if  you 
tell  others  that  Jesus  Christ  is  your  Lord,  and  believe  in  your  own  heart 
that  God  has  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  you  will  be  saved.  For  it  is  by 
believing  in  his  heart  that  a  man  becomes  right  with  Godj  and  with  his 
mouth  he  tells  others  of  his  faith,  confirming  his  salvation. 

Now  this  brings  us  to  the  subject  some  people  have  wanted  to  hear  about. 

Why  do  we  have  altar  calls  in  the  church?  This  ifl  the  reason  for  it. 


"5  -  I's  In  A  Pod" 
Profession 

xt:  Romans  10:9-10 
if  you  tell  others  that  Jesus  Christ  is  your  Lord,  and  believe  in  your  own 
heart  that  God  has  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  you  will  be  saved.  For  it  is 
by  believing  in  his  heart  that  a  man  becomes  right  with  God;  and  with  his 
mouth  he  tells  others  of  his  faith ,  confirming  his  salvation.   Living  Bible 

Scripture i  Romans  10:1-13 

This  morning  we  are  having  the  second  of  a  series  of  sermons  entitled, 

"3  -  P*s  In  A  Pdd."  The  sedond  P  for  this  morning  ist  "Profession." 

Last  week  we  spoke  of  the ,  "Place • "   We  were  speaking  of  the  altar  and  the 

use  it  has  been  used  for.  How  it  has  come  down  to  us  in  our  present  day 

and  age  and  so  on.  Today  I  would  like  to  speak  on,  "Profession."  Meaning, 

"Something  that  we  believe,"  as  opposed  to  an  occupation.  Thinking  along 

this  line  we  read  as  our  scripture  for  this  morning  a  portion  of  Paul's 

letter  to  the  Romans,  in  which  he  puts  this  forth.  Wow  Paul,  you  must 

understand  was  speaking  to  the  Jews  in  Rome  in  particular.  If  you  will  open 

our  Bibles  to  this  chapter,  we  are  going  to  delve  into  3  verses  of  this 

chapter.  That  is  the  10th  chapter  of  Romans. 

Paul  is  trying  to  impart  to  these  Romans  that  they  had  tried  to  live  by  the 

law  and  they  had  tried  to  become  righteous  in  this  way,  but  they  couldnft 

do  it.  That  it  is  not  the  law  that  made  them  righteous  because  a  person 

could  live  up  to  the  letter  of  the  law  and  still  not  be  righteous.  But 

Paul  was  also  speaking  to  the  Gentiles  and  trying  to  impart  to  them  the  same 

message.  And  so  it  is  that  in  the  8th  verse  we  read  what  Paul  was  really 

getting  at.  He  said,  "For  salvation  that  comes  from  trusting  Christ  - 
which  is  what  we  preach  -  is  already  within  easy  reach  of  usj  in  fact,  it 
is  as  near  as  our  own  hearts  and  mouths." 

Now  Paul  was  saying  something  quite  different  from  what  the  Jews  had  been 

hearing  for  years,  and  trying  to  live, 

A  prominent  lawyer  in  Hew  York  city  once  came  to  a  noted  clergyman.  He 
asked  this  minister  if  he  really  believed  in  the  bodily  resurrection  of 
Tesus  Christ.  The  minister  answered  that  he  did.  The  lawyer  asked  him 
if  he  could  offer  proof  of  this.   'he  minister  suggested  that  he  would 
draw  up  a  list  of  facts  and  present  his  case  to  him.  He  did  this  and  the 
lawyer  read  it  and  said,  "You  have  proved  your  case  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt.  But  I  still  hafce  a  problem  with  salvation.  But  it  is  not  with  my 
head,  it  is  with  my  heart." 
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It  is  in  the  p»w  that  the  people  make  the  acceptance  of  Christ  with  their 

iarts,  and  it  ie  when  they  come  forward  that  they  make  the  public  accept- 
ance of  Christ.  They  are  saying  not  only  with  their  presence  at  the  altar 
hut  with  their  lives  and  with  their  voices  that  "Jesus  cttrist  belongs  to 
me."  That  they  are  standing  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  that 
they  are  willing  to  take  a  stand  for  Carist.  But  you  see  some  people  get 
uptight  about  this*  They  start  saying,  "well  why  do  we  do  this?  We  don't 
have  to  do  this.  Why  can't  we  do  this  privately?  I  can  do  this  in  my  home." 
This  i3  true.  But  many  times  people  who  do  this  merely  masquerade  as  Christ- 
ians. They  do  not  really  make  thi3  acceptance,  they  just  say  this  to  have 
people  believe  that  they  are  Christians.  Then  they  go  out  and  live  the 
same  kind  of  life  as  all  of  the  unbelievers  around  them.  A  person  who 
says,  "I  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Lord  and  Saviour,"  doesn't  go  out  and 
act  as  a  drunkard,  or  mix  with  the  same  drunken  crowd  he  once  did,  A  per- 

on  who  says,  "Christ  belongs  tc  me"doesn't  associate  with  those  people  who 
tell  nothing  but  dirty  stories  all  the  time  and  use  filthy  language.  A 
person  who  says,  "Jesus  Christ  is  mine,"  doesn't  live  an  immoral  life  and 
run  around  with  his  secretary,  or  his  neigbors  wife.  A  person  who  accepts 
Jesus  Christ,  lives  that  life,  and  that  life  becomes  changed.  Paul  says 
he  becomes  a  new  creature.  It  can  be  done  privately.  I  would  not  deny  this. 
But  it  is  with  the  heart  and  with  the  mouth  that  you  show  you  ancept  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  why  we  have  altar  calls  to  give  the  person  the  chance  in 
the  pew  to  accept  Christ,  and  then  to  come  forward  and  stand  on  his  two 
feet  and  say,  "I  have  done  this  because  I  believe  in  Him,  and  He  now  lives 
in  my  heart." 

But  you  see,  we  also  have  altar  calls  for  another  purpose.  There  are  some 
people  sitting  in  the  pews  on  any  given  Sunday  morning  who  may  have  made 
;hi3  acceptance  a  long  time  ago.  But  have  become  backsliders.  They  have 
drifted  back  into  the  things  of  the  world  because  they  have  gotten  *way 
from  the  Word  of  God.  They  have  gotten  away  from  Church  attendance. 


They  have  gotten  away  from  living  the  life  that  Christ  has  instilled  in  us 

ice  we  become  His,  And  ss>,  they  need  to  have  the  invitation  extended  to 
then  to  turn  their  lives  around  and  to  make  a  re-commitment  to  Jesus  Christ, 
But  we  also  extend  altar  calls  to  people  who  have  problems.  Many  of  you 
cra;ae  here  on  a  Sunday  morning  with  heavy  hearts  nad  minds  and  no  one  knows 
it.  Maybe  you  feel  like  you  would  like  to  speak  to  the  preacher  at  the 
door,  but  there  are  too  many  people  around  when  he  shakes  your  hand,  and 
ao  you  say  nothing.  Many  times  you  perhaps  come  hereof or  help  which  you 
do  not  receive.  So  therefore,  we  extend  the  invitation  for  anyone  at  any 
time  to  come  forward  and  to  share  their  problem  with  the  Pastor  and  let 
him  counsel  with  fchera  and  help  them.  To  pray  with  them  and  let  this  person 
see?*  the  help  needed.  There  is  no  need  to  get  embarrassed  or  uptight,  or 
excited  and  say,  "We  don't  do  that  in  our  church,"  Maybe  we  haven't,  but 
does  that  mean  it  i3  all  wrong?"  Maybe,  sofre  other  people  have  not  felt  as 

trongly  as  they  should  have  about  this.  One  thing  we  need  to  do  and  that 
is,  on  any  occasion  to  give  people  the  opportunity  to  know  Jesus  Christ  in 
a  new  and  different  way, 

I  could  name  you  people  in  this  congregation  who  have  made  this  commitment 
in  a  new  way  and  they  have  come  alive,  and  their  lives  have  changed.  They 
would  be  willing  to  tell  you  this.  And  many  of  them  have  told  me  they  were 
members  of  this  church  for  X  number  of  years,  and  now  at  last  they  know 
what  Cnrist  should  be  and  mean  in  their  lives.  This  is  what  I  am  trying  to 
share  with  you.  ""or  I  once  sat  in  pews  like  you  are  sitting  in,  I  thoaght 
I  was  a  Christian  too.  But  I  didn't  know  what  Jesus  Christ  was  all  about 
until  I  made  this  public  Profession  of  Him,  It  was  then  that  my  life  was 
turned  around  and  then  I  became  a  different  person.  And  this  is  why  I  want 
to  share  this  with  you.  Not  because  I  am  trying  to  force  you  into  doing 

omething  that  you  do  not  want  to  do.  Because  it  really  does  not  make  any 
difference  to  me  whether  you  make  this  commitment  or  not.  It  is  between 
you  and  Almighty  God,  Next  week  we  will  get  into  the  "Purpose"  of  why  we 
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do  this.  Then  maybe  you  will  see  this  in  a  different  light  from  some  of  the 
t  ngs  I  have  been  hearing.  But  I'll  tell  you  one  thing,  from  time  to  time 
we  are  going  to  have  altar  calls  in  this  church.  And  I  would  hope  that  if 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  moving  within  your  heart  and  telling  you  to  cone  f orward 
and  accept  Christ,  because  maybe  you  don't  have  salvation  like  you  think  you 
do.  Then  I  would  say  that  you  need  to  answer  the  call  for  commitment. 
This  is  why  we  make  this  "Profession."  Not  to  show  off  to  anyone  around  you/ 
Not  to  let  other  people  say,  "Oh  look  at  him,  doesn't  he  look  holy?"  But  to 
merely  put  our  personal  life  in  order  with  God.  And  then  know  for  a  certainty 
that  we  have  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  because  we  are  not  ashamed 
to  make  this  "Profession."  Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  God,  Our  heavenly  Father,  we  question  many  things  in  life.  Many  times 
we  question  why  we  have  been  put  in  a  certain  place  at  a  certain  time.  We 
know  that  when  we  seek  answers  that  you  do  indeed  give  these  ans\fers.  So 
Father,  if  wo  have  questions  in  our  hearts  that  are  unresolved,  we  would  ask 

Is  morning  that  you  would  speak  to  our  hearts.  That  we  would  understand 
tnat  we  can  always  come  to  you.  .And  Father,  we  would  pray  that  the  hearts 
and  the  lives  of'  the  members  of  this  congregation  may  be  filled  with  your 
love.  With  a  new  understanding  of  what  serving  Jesus  Christ  really  means. 
That  this  congregation  can  be  turned  on  for  the  Lord.  That  we  can  see  great 
things  happen  s.t  the  corner  of  Walker  and  Brugh  Avenues  in  Butler,  lennsyl- 
vania.  That  we  may  not  look  at  this  congregation  and  thio  church  as  being 
so  nuch  tradition  and  history,  and  that  we  have  only  done  certain  things  in 
a  certain  way.  But  that  we  may  look  anew  at  what  Jesus  would  have  us  do  in 
each  of  our  lives,  ^or  we  know  that  Jesus  Christ  does  move  and  motivate  us, 
and  that  He  can  live  within  each  of  us,  that  through  Him  we  can  have  the 
confident  assurance  of  salvation  and  eternal  life.  Father,  we  pray  these 

things  in  His  Name,  and  in  the  prayer  that  He  taught  us  to  pray  

The  Lord's  Prayer. 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Mother's   Day  Mav   9i    '97& 

The  Rev*    Ralph   C    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mrs.    Cynpie  Sybert,    Youth  Choir  Director 
Marc! a  McBrjde,    Jeff  Hockenberry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  1:00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Adagio  Sostenuto"  Beethoven 

Please   remain  silent   during  organ  chimes 

*PRQCEB3|  ONAL    HYMN    No.      3'      "FATHER,      AGAIN     IN    JeSUB1     NAME11 

•ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*E*HORTATl OH 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "0  Most   Loving   Father,    who 
wlllest  us  to  give  thanks   for  all   things,   to  dread 
nothing  but  the   loss   of  thee,    and   to    cast   all  our 
care  on   thee,    who   carest  for  us  i    preserve   us  from 
fatthless   fears   anov'oploly  anxieties,    and   grant 
that   no   clouds   of   this   mortal  life  mav   hfoe  ub   from 
the   light  of  that  love  which   is    immortal,    and  which 

THOU  HAST  MANIFESTED  UNTO  US  TN  THY  SoN  JeSUS  CHRIST 

our  Lord,      Amen, " 
*KvRie  (Choir,    Congregation  and   Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      !0   Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:      And  our  mouth   bhall  show  forth   thy   praise 
•Dqxclogy         Wo,    55' 
Scripture;  2  Corinthians  h 

Hvmn  No.    256  "Lord,    speak   to  me" 

•Affirmation  of  Our   Faith        (Apostles'    Creed) 
♦Gloria  Patri 
Call  to   Prayer 

Pastor:     The  Lord   be  with  you. 
People:     And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us   Pray 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory:      "Benedi ctiqn"  Karg-Elert 

Anthemi  "Love  One  Another11   Germaine  Hasjan     Youth  Choir 

tERMON!  "J-P'B     IN     A    POD  " 

3.      Puhpose 


Texts:      Fphesians  3;    1 7- 1 9 
Romans    10: 14,    I^a 
2  Con.   k:5 
Phaver  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   I+70  "Saviour,    Thy  ov^ng   love" 
•Benediction   and   Three   Fold   Amen 
Organ   Postlude      "Aria    in  F  Major"  Handel 

------  •Congregation   Standing  -  -  -   -  -  -  - 

The   Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed   by 
Donn  Miller    in  loving  memory  of  his   "Mother"   - 
Dorothv   KaLs  Miller. 
Sehvjng   as  Ushers   today   are   'Wallv   Feder,    John   Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,    Hero   Shearer   ano   Steve  Vargo. 
Elder   and  Mrs.    Howard   BqLam  will  represent  Counctl 
at   the  door  today. 

THE    ATTENDANCE     LAST    SuNDaV    WAS     £23. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by  Vickie  Holt  and 

Li nda  McMilli n. 
We  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  William  Ohl  for  serving 
as  Liturgist  today. 
*^>Weo.  -  6:00  -  Mother  and  Daughter  Banquet  -  Bring 

Tureen  and  table  service.  Meat,  dessert  and  beverage 
tVILL  BE  provided*  \f    you  bring  more  than  3  guests 

PLEASE  BRING  AN  EXTRA  TUREEN, 

^>  TONIGHT  -  7=30  -  THE  VOUTH  GROUP  is  sponsoring  a  rally 

TO  BE  HELD  AT  OUR  CHURCH.   THE  SqNSHINES,  a  LOCAL 

Christian  singing  group,  will  be  in  charge.   Parents 
and  youth  are  urged  to  attend. 
There  is  a  pair  of  slack  gloves  with  a  high  knit  cuff 
in  the  office  if  they  belong  to  you  -  please  claim 

THEM. 

iB>^Next    Sunday  -  Sp]  ng  Association  Meeting   at  Meadville 

if  you   are   interested    in  attending  -  contact   the 

Pastor  or  Secretary. 
Eleanor  McWilliamb   would  like  to   thank   all   those  that 

sent  cards    and  get  well  wishes   while   she  was   recently 

hobpjtalized. 
^    BUTLER   AREA  LAYMENS  DINNER  -  Grace  ketorm   Church. 

Harmony   -  May  20-  Ticket6   are   $2.50  and   the  Wives 

ARE     ALSO     INVITED.         CHUCK    PgNAR     AND    SOB     Ta»T    HAVE 
_      TICKETS. 

ease  tv        :■•■"■ 


Met***/*  tf»6tf&r  /#  /fas/rat- 


"3  -      'a  Bod" 5.  Purpose 

fext  :      3:17-19,  Rom  10:14,15  ,    or  4:5 

Sumarize:  1-Place,  2-j rofession 
omission  if  mad  commit  8s  no  need  mak  again 
J,-.  J  Scriptures: 

lesians  3:17-19,       S*E  CALLS, Why  concern  4 
piritual  lif  peop 
_.  :  :  vas  17  -  19 

Romans  10:14,  15a  Hi  5D? 

IE  this  seripture 

;ide  of   ]  !     ■  2  Cor  4:5 
i  tru  PURP0SE»2  preach    ,   this  why  altar  calls 
I  prech  Xp  Bcuz  can  do  no  else, I  tmm  lif  2  G 
Owe  no  alleg  2  Denom,j  enn  '/est,.';  nuite  frar   utle] 
I  1LLEG  2  ALMIG       l 
It  2  Him  1  dedic  lif ,2  Him  I  declar  I  prech  Js  X] 
me s sag  salv, 
I  owe  all  hav,am,or  hope  2  B 

so  as  long  as  G  giv  lif ,breth,abil,I  dedic  lif 
uz  called  here  2  pastor, I  no  underst  then__nor  now 
it  I  kno  I  HiSjS;  watever  He  wants  8c  leads,!  follow 
Sum  peop  ask  serious  quests  bout  my  ministry  here 
I  feel  must  B  answered 
datry  a  job  &  Calling  &  it  means  I  must  do  best 
must  produce, earn  keep, show  results 
U  employed  as  well  &  must  do  nobs  well  2 
1  not  presump  enuf  2  tell  U  Ur  job, yet,  peop  tell  me 
Boil  down  =1  Spiritual  leader  this  congregation, 
Cam  here  dreams , visions, sum  accompl,sum  yet  2  B 

1  want  2B  minis  progress, grow  congreg  &  23  free  enuf 

2  <?  "that  which  benefit  peop  I  serv 

Uwiay  think  only  do  job, collect  pay, go  home. 
U  SS&draaxSiiaisiffSKxnitHK  mourn,!  mourn, U  ill, I  ill 
iund  trite  but  I  luv  U,even  thoz  no  luv  me  -. 
no  know  sleeple.s  nite, tears  shed,  .  <akj 

7/atev- 

I  only  answer  2  G  4  ray  ministry  &  not  man 
If  D  choos  2  ignor  gifts  salv  G  offer  'U, it  up  2  U 
"   "   "     "  get  uptite  Bcus  I  must  prech  wat  G'want 

that  Ur  business 
But  I  hav  ministry  must  perfor      ]  continu  2  be;jt 
ability ,3cuz  Js  Xp  cam  in2  my  lif  &  chang  it  §c  call 
me  2  serv  Him 
As  long  as  we  hav  ministry  here  &  can  progress, grow 
&  C  livs  changed,?-,  peop  accept  Xp,we  will  stay 
But  wen  this  ministry  ceases, then  frankly  must  leav 
iccept  congreg  want  2  grow  &  B  pre     Lve 
any  ministry, 
nothing  or  no  1  shud  ever  ask  or  demand  that  we 
compromise  that. 


"3  -  P*s  In  A  Pod" 
3.  Purpose 

7    ts:  Ephesians  ?:1?-19 
—  That  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith:  that  ye,  being  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  saints  what  is  the 
breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height I  and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ, 
which  passeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled  will  all  the  fulness  of 
God. 

Romans  10:14,  15a 
How  then  shall  they  call  on  Him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed?  And  how 
shall  they  believe  in  Him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how  shall  they 
hear  without  a  preacher?  And  how  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sent? 

2  Corinthians  4:5 
For  we  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lordj  and  ourselves 
your  servants  for  Jesus'  sake. 

By  way  of  summary  of  the  last  two  messages  we  have  had,  I  would  like  Jo  point 
out  that  we  have  covered  several  things  in  this  series  entitled,  "3  -  P's 
In  A  Pod."  The  first  thing  was  the  "Place"  of  the  altar  and  how  it  has  evolved 
down  through  the  years.  T^is  was  the  establishment  of  the  aatar  where  we 
do  make  use  of  it  and  ask  people  to  make  a  "Profession"  which  was  message 
r^raber  two.  We  tried  to  explain  why  we  profess  this  or  express  this  "Profess- 
ion" in  a  church.  One  point  which  needs  to  be  added  to  this,  was  brought  to 
my  attention  following  the  service  last  Sunday.  A  woman  who  is  a  member  of 
this  church  asked  me,  "If  I  have  made  this  commitment,  and  am  striving  to 
liVe  the  Christian  life,  must  I  make  it  again?"  The  answer  of  course,  is 
"No."  Once  a  person  has  made  this  commitment  to  Christ  and  is  striving  to 
live  and  do  as  Christ  would  have  us  to  do,  it  isn't  necessary  to  make  this 
commitment  over  and  over.  But,  if  a  person  has  made  this  commitment  and  is 
having  problems  in  living  up  to  this  commitment,  then  perhaps  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  tell  this  individual  to  recommit  their  life,  or  to  make  this  re-profess- 
ion of  faith.  0*  to  really  search  their  life  to  determine  whether  this 
commitment  was  ever  made  or  not*  And  that  is  simply  what  it  amounts  to. 
This  morning  we  are  going  to  look  at  the  "Purpose"  of  the  use  of  the  altar. 
"  am  going  to  ask  you  to  look  up  5  portions  of  Scripture  with  me,  which  we 
will  use  for  this  message  this  morning.  We  will  not  be  switching  back  and 
forth,  so  do  not  be  alarmed  that  we  will  be  confusing  you  in  this  manner. 
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We  will  use  one  portion  of  scripture  and  then  go  on  to  the  next  one.  The 
f  st  portion  of  scripture  is  from  Pauls  letter  to  the  Ephesians  the  3rd 
chapter.  I  also  want  to  state  that  we  are  not  taking  a  few  verses  out  of 
context,  and  using  them  to  make  my  point  in  this  way.  I  would  urge  you  to 
read  these  portions  of  scripture  in  their  entirety  and  you  will  aee  that 
Paul  is  stating  exactly  what  I  am  trying  to  convey  to  you  this  morning. 
The  people  at  Ephesus  must  have  been  asking  questions  that  people  are  still 
asking  today.  The  big  question  question  that  is  asked  about  the  "Purpose" 
for  alfctr  calls  is,  "Why?"  Why  are  we  concerned  with  someone  sitting  in  th« 
pww  and  ask  them  to  look  at  their  life  and  to  think  of  the  relationship  they 
have  with  Jesus  Christ?  Why  perhaps  do  we  bother  strangers  who  may  come  to 
visit  our  church  and  ate  them  to  look  at  their  lives  and  make  a  commitment? 
The  answer  is  to  be  found  in  Pauls  letter  here,  beginning  with  the  17th  verse. 
Paul  states  very  simply,  "That  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith."  He 

saying  that  you  make  this  commitment,  you  make  this  profession  and  Jesus 
Christ  lives  in  your  heart.  But  it  is  done  not  with  your  head,  it  is  done 
with  your  heart.  It  is  done  by  faith,  by  trust  that  this  will  take  place. 
Then  he  goes  on  and  says,  "That  ye,  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,"  this 
ia  the  love  that  flows  from  Jesus  Christ  when  He  is  our  Saviour.  That  we 
find  a  love  that  we  didn't  know  before.  "That  we  may  be  able  to  comprehend 
with  all  saints,"  to  understand  with  every  other  believer  what  it  is  to 
beliwwe  in  Jesus  Christ.  What  it  really  means  to  have  Him  in  our  life. 
"What  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height."  In  other  words 
all  of  the  dimensions  of  life.  Life  takes  on  a  new  dimension,  a  new  person- 
ality. It  is  like  standing  on  top  of  a  mountain  and  looking  out  at  a  sea- 
scape or  landscape  stretching  out  before  us.  It  is  like  the  candy  bar 
commercial  which  finds  it  hard  to  describe  the  candy  bar  that  says,  "Its 

.describably  delicious."  This  is  what  life  really  becomes  when  Christ 
really  lives  in  our  hearts  and  lives.  It  becomes  different. 
Then  Paul  goes  on  to  say,  "And  to  know  the  love  of  Christ,"  because  our  love 


not  only  flows  to  Him,  but  His  love  flows  toward  us.  This  passes  all  human 
k)   rledge.  We  cannot  understand  it,  we  cannot  comprehend  it,  we  cannot  know 
what  it  is  until  we  have  it,  "That  ye  might  he  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of 
God."  What  he  is  saying  here  is  that  when  a  person  comes  to  Christ,  that 
Comforter  promised  by  Jesus,  that  Holy  Spirit  comes  and  lives  in  our  lives. 
We  become  different  people,  because  we  have  a  new  being  living  within  us  that 
makes  us  and  moves  us  to  do  the  things  We  Should.  So  Paul  is  saying  this  is 
why  we  make  this  commitment. 

But  when  we  turn  to  the  10th  chapter  of  Paul's  letter  to  the  Romans,  at  the 
point  where  we  left  off  last  week,  we  can  answer  the  question,  "How  is  this 
achieved?"  How  do  we  go  about  this?  How  is  this  brought  into  being?  If  you 
remember  we  left  off  with  the  13th  verse  which  reads,  "For  whosoever  will  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."  Then,   in  the  14-th  verse  and  the 
beginning  of  the  15th  verse,  Paul  puts  down  in  his  beautiful  way,  in  a  form 
i   vhich  people  could  understand,  his  argument.  He  asks  a  series  of  questions 
and  each  question  brings  the  person  further  along  to  where  he  can  understand 
what  Paul  was  trying  to  say.  And  so  the  questions  begin,"How  then  shall  they 
call  on  Him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in 
Him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher? 
And  how  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sent?" 

Now  I  would  like  to  reverse  this  order,  and  begin  with  the  last  question  and 
move  up  to  the  first  question  in  a  logical  sequence.  So  to  the  last  question 
first,  "And  how  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sent?",  we  realize  that  what 
Paul  is  saying  is  that  anyone  who  is  to  be  a  preacher  must  be  called  by  God. 
This  is  one  of  the  problems  in  our  churches  today  ans  that  is  the  fact,  that 
people  who  are  preaching,  and  holding  down  Jobs  who  have  never  been  called  by 
God.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  job,  or  this  occupation,  or  profession,  or 
v  tever  you  want  to  call  it,  can  be  held  by  anyone  who  doesn't  sincerely 
know  and  believe  that  God  has  extended  a  call  to  him.  I  believe  that  one  of 
the  problems  today  is  that  people,  perhaps  late  in  high  school,  or  early  in 


l 


college  go  over  a  list  of  available  occupations.  "Perhaps  a  school  teacher? 
"N   that  field  is  overcrowded.  Medicine?  No,  that  takes  too  long,  A 
Lawyer?  No,  that  takes  too  long  also.  Now  here's  a  good  one,  the  Ministry. 
I'll  become  a  minister."  And  so  we  get  these  half  baked  pvople  who  preach 
everything  but  what  they  should  from  the  pulpits  of  our  nation,  I  think  a 
person  like  Paul  said,  must  be  called.  And  he  should  be  able  to  say  that  God 
has  called  me  to  preach.  This  is  what  Paul  is  telling  us.  Then  he  asks  the 
question,  "And  how  shall  they  haar  without  a  preacher?"   We  know  that  a  congre- 
gation can  be  run  without  a  preacher,  that  it  can  be  held  together  by  someone 
who  is  a  part  time  preacher.  But  it  takes  someone  full  time  who  is  willing  to 
to  devote  his  life  to  the  sharing  of  the  Word,  to  the  sharing  of  his  life  and 
his  ministry  with  people  of  all  walks  of  life  within  that  congregation.  We 
cannot  do  it  strictly  with  laymen,  we  must  have  someone  who  is  set  aside  for 
this  purpose.  This  is  the  duty  of  the  preacher, 

Ar   then  he  asks,  "And  how  shall  they  believe  in  Him  of  whom  they  have  not 
heard?"  And  here  we  have  the  burden  of  proof  on  the  preacher  himself.  Be- 
cause if  that  preacher  does  not  give  the  Word  to  the  people  sitting  in  the 
pews,  how  are  they  going  to  know  of  Him,  who  is  Jesus  Christ?  And  then  he 
puts  the  burden  of  proof  on  the  congregation  themselves  and  asks,  "How  then 
shall  they  call  on  Him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed?"   In  other  words  he 
is  saying,  "If  you  have  a  preacher  who  has  been  call>ed,  and  you  have  a  preacher 
who  has  preached  to  you  about  Jesus  Christ,  and  you  have  heard  about  Him, 
and  you  have  not  accepted  Him  and  believe  in  Him,  then  how  can  you  call  upon 
Him?  How  can  you  expect  your  life  to  be  different  from  the  ordinary  and  set 
apart,  if  you  will  not  accept  Him  of  whom  you  have  heard?  So  this  then  is 
Paul's  argument  for  the  reason  how  to  achieve  the  "Purpose,"  We  hear,  and 
we  believe,  and  we  accept, 

Ti  1  we  come  to  the  third  section  of  Scripture  which  was  read  as  our  morning 
Scripture.  Paul  wrote  this  letter  to  the  Corinthians.  If  you  will  read  on  in 
this  chapter  as  was  read  this  morning,  you  will  see  that  Paul  is  telling  the 


-5- 

problems  of  being  a  preacher.  He  is  saying  that  there  have  been,  a  lot  of 

ings  which  have  come  into  his  life,  but  in  all  of  these  things  he  is 
willing  and  able  to  bear  them  because  of  the  strength  which  corae3  from 
having  Jesus  Christ  in  his  life.  And  so  it  is  not  that  we  cannot  understand 
but  if  we  read  what  be  says,  we  can  understand  more  fully.  He  says,  We  are 
troubled  on  every  side,  but  yet  not  distressed;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not 
in  despair;  persecuted,  but  not  forsaken;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed." 
And  so  come  to  the  point  where  we  want  to  ask,  "What  is  the  Purpose  of 
altar  calls?  Of  asking  commitments  from  people?  Of  asking  people  to  accept 
Christ  to  change  their  lives?"  And  we  need  to  turn  now  tc  one  Verse  of 
this  portion  of  scripture  where  Paul  asks,  ,rI?or  we  preach  not  ourselves, 
but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord;  and  ourselves  your  servants  for  Jesus'  sake." 
He  is  saying  that  we  cannot  preach  anything  else.  You  know,  what  he  i» 
saying  needs  to  be  understood  by  a  lot  of  people  who  have  difficulty  under- 

;anding  some  things.  We  believe  that  we  have  a  denominational  structure 
that  we  have  to  uphold.  We  have  a  Conference  that  we  are  to  look  up  to. 
We  have  an  association  that  we  look  up  to.  And  we  have  a  congregation  that 
we  have  to  hold  together.  But  I  have  to  tell  you  quite  frankly  that  I  owe 
no  allegiance  to  any  denomination.  I  owe  no  allegiance  to  any  Conference. 
I  owe  no  allegiance  to  any  Association.  I  owe  no  allegiance  to  any  congre- 
gation. The  only  one  I  owe  any  allegiance  to  is  Almighty  God.  It  is  before 
Him  that  I  have  taken  my  vows.  It  is  to  Him  thr.t  I  owe  my  life.  And  it  is 
to  Him  that  I  have  dedicated  my  life.  And  it  is  to  Him  that  I  owe  everything 
that  I  am,  or  have  or  ever  will  be.  And  it  is  not  to  men  that  I  owe  alleg- 
iance. 

But  I  also  know  another  thing  and  that  is  I  have  a  job,  or  an  occupation, 
or  a  profession  if  you  will.  Along  with  my  job  there  are  certain  things  I 

ave  to  do.  I  must  show  some  results  for  my  efforts  and  to  earn  my  keep. 
There  isn't  a  one  of  you  sitting  here  this  morning  who  doesn't  have  a  Job 
or  occupation  of  some  kind.  Whether  that  Job  be  a  housewife  or  a  student, 


this  ia  your  occupation.  Each  one  of  you  I  am  sure  wants  to  do  your  job 

■che  very  best  of  your  ability.  Each  one  of  you  I  am  3ure  does  thin. 
Yet,  I  am  not  presomptuoous  enough  to  go  down  to  Arraeo,  or  to  Pullman,  or 
to  the  Bank,  or  wherever  you  work  and  tell  you  how  to  do  your  Job,  Yet, 
an  awful  lot  of  p»ople  tell  me  how  to  run  mine,  They  tell  me  I  shouldn't  do 
this,  or  I  shouldn't  do  that,  and  I  shouldn't  do  the  other  thing.  But  I'll 
tell  you  qite  frankly,  I  know  my  job,  I've  got  ay  textbook,  I  use  it  every 
day.  I  try  bo  live  by  it,  I  ty  to  preach  by  it,  I  try  to  minister  to 
you  by  it.  And  as  long  as  I  am  trying  to  do  what  God  says  He  wants  me  to 
do,  I  will  answer  to  Him,  I  think  you  need  to  realise  there  la  3ucb  a  thing 
as  a  ministry  in  a  congregation.  The  Purpose  of  that  ministry  is  to  mini- 
ster to  the  needs  of  the  people, 

You  know  a  lot  of  people  think,  and  I  t1oke  about  this  myself,  that  a  minister 
only  works  one  hour  a  week.  And  we  have  fun  with  this.  But  sone  people  seem 

actually  think  that  I  work  on  Sunday  and  then  go  home  and  collapse  until 
next  ounday.  But  you  know  you  do  not  understand  what  is  involved,  Some  of 
you  have  had  ae  bury  your  loved  one3.  You  perhaps  have  seen  me  without  any 
emotion,  with  any  feeling,  and  you  think  I  am  some  sort  of  robot.  Bu\;  you 
know,  when  you  mourn,  I  mourn.  When  you  are  ill,  I  am  ill.  If  you  have  a 
problem,  I  have  a  problem.  You  do  not  know  the  times  I  have  laid  awake  at 
night  thinking  of  the  problems  and  concerns  of  your  life,  and  of  this  con- 
gregation.  You  don't  know  the  tears  I  have  shed  for  your  loved  ones,  or  the. 
prayers  I  have  offered  on  your  behalf.  You  don't  know  the  times  my  wife 
and  I  have  laid  awake  in  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning  talking  over  some  of 
the  problems  of  this  Church.  But  like  Paul  I'm  willing  to  bear  it  because 
it  is  my  Job,  because  I  have  taken  these  vows  before  God, 

I  ran  across  a  poem  written  by  an  unknown  author  I  would  like  to  share  with 
„  JU, 

(Poem  follows  on  next  page) 


I»ve  dreamed  many  dreams  that  never  came  true, 

I've  seen  them  vanish  at  dawn; 
But  I've  realized  enough  of  my  dreams,  thank  Sod, 

To  make  me  want  to  dream  on. 

I've  prayed  many  prayers  when  no  answer  cane, 

Though  I've  waited  patient  and  long; 
But  answers  have  come  to  enough  of  my  prayers, 

To  make  me  keep  praying  on. 

I've  trusted  many  a  friend  who  failed, 

And  left  me  to  weep  alone; 
liat  I've  found  enough  friends  true  blue, 

To  make  me  keep  trusting  on, 

I've  sown  many  seeds  that  fell  by  the  way, 

For  the  birds  to  feed  upon; 
But  I've  held  enough  golden  sheaves  in  my  hand. 

To  make  me  want  to  keep  sowing  on. 

I've  drained  the  cup  of  disappointment  and  pain. 

And  gone  many  days  without  song; 
But  I've  sipped  enough  nectar  from  the  roses  of  life, 

To  make  me  want  to  live  on. 

This  to  me  is  my  philosophy  of  life.  This  to  me  is  the  ministry  of  Je3ua 
C  sit.  I  was  called  here,  and  I  don't  know  why,  I  don't  understand  it. 
I  didn't  understand  it  then  and  I  don't  understand  it  now.  All  that  I  know 
is  that  God  has  entrusted  me  with  a  job  and  I  am  trying  to  do  that  job  to 
the  beat  of  my  ability  and  I  always  will,  as  long  as  He  gives  me  healtn, 
and  strength,  and  ability,  and  Voice.  I  came  here  with  dreams,  hopes,  and 
visions.  Some  of  those  dreams  have  como  true,  dome  need  to  be  fulfilled. 
But  I'll  tell  you  one  thing,  the  "Purpose"  of  altar  calls  in  the  church, 
the  "Purpose"  of  asking  people  to  commit  their  lives  to  Jesus  Christ  is 
number  one  because  a  long  time  ago  I  accepted  Jesus  Ghrist  and  it  changed 
my  life.  And  I  want  to  share  this  with  you. 

You  may  want  to  ignore  salvation  which  is  offered  to  you  by  God  and  this  is 
your  privilege.  You  may  want  to  get  uptight  about  what  I  preach  and  this  is 
your  business.  But  I  mrsfc  preach  Jesus  Christ,  as  God  lays  it  upon  my 
I  jrt.  I  must  do  the  things  that  I  think  need  to  be  done  in  the  ministry 
of  this  church  as  God  leads  me  to  do  it.  And  as  long  as  we  can  do  thi3 
we  have  a  ministry  that  can  grow  and  progress  and  produce  for  the  kingdom 


of  God.  As  long  a3  we  can  396  people  accept  Christ,  and  see  lives  changed, 
-nd  people  grow  spiritually,  we  can  have  a  ministry.  But  when  this  ceases, 
I'm  afraid  the  ministry  ceaaos  and  the  minister  must  nove  on  to  a  congre- 
gation who  want  a  this.  'i!his  is  the  "Purpose"  of  the  ministry,  to  lead 
souls  to  Jesus  Christ,  irregardless  cf  the  slors  or  slanders  of  any  who 
would  stand  against  this,  I  do  not  believe  that  anyone,  or  anything, 
should  ever  ask  tho  ministry  of  a  congregation  to  compromise  to  do  the 
thing3  thing3  that  are  comfortable,  so  that  people  do  not  have  to  make  a 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  the  message  taat  Jesus  Christ  has 
laid  upon  ay  heart  and  I  believe  that  we  need  to  share  this  together,, 
May  God  open  our  hearts  and  lus  lives  that  perhaps  we  csn  see  this  in  a 
different  way.  Let  us  pray! 

Our  Gracious  Heavenly  father,  at  this  moment  I  must  thank  you  personally 
for  what  fxi   did  for  we.  I  Suet  "thank  You  that  You  have  brought  me  here 
to  these  people.  I  believe  you  have  a  purpose  in  mind.  I  know  You  have 
i  ministry  for  me  of  some  kind,   father  I  would  ask  You  to  open  the  hearts 
of  tbose  who  cannot  see  what  You  are  trying  to  say,  what  You  are  trying 
to  do  in  this  congregation.  That  You  would  let  them  coire  to  a  commitment 
to  Jesus  Christ,  that  they  may  not  be  ashamed  and  may  not  hide  behind 
telephone  calls,  or  innuendoes,  or  anything  else,  "out  that  they  may  truly 
question?  and  may  truly  come  to  an  understanding  of  what  Christ  really  is 
and  should  mean  in  their  hearts  and  lives.  ?ather,  I  thank  You  for  ^bese 
people.  I  thank  You  for  those  who  have  not  only  made  this  commitment, 
but  whose  lives  have  been  changed.  We  have  seen  the  growth.  ¥•  have  seen 
the  Joy.  Now  .Father,  I  ask  You  that  You  would  let  this  happen  in  the  lives 
of  many  others.  That  they  too  may  shore  the  joy  that  we  can  feel  and  w« 
can  have.  Bless  each  one  and  keep  them  in  your  care  for  we  ask  it  in  the 
Elame  and  for  the  sake  of  cur  Lord  JeEUs  Christ,  in  the  prayer  that  He 
taught  us  — —  'fhe  Lord's  Irayer. 


ST*    PAUL'S   UNITED    CHURCH  OF  CHRfST 
Butler ,    Pennsylvani  a 
F*fth  Sunday    in  Eastertide  May    16,    1 97^ 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pagtor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morr-IS+   Organist 
Mr,    Ralph  Cooper,    Cho  I R   Director 
Jeff   Campbell,    Terry  McCLfMANs   -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -   11:00A.M. 
Prelude:  "Chaconne"  CouperI n 

Please  remain  silent  cuRfNG  organ  chimes 

*PrOCESS IQNAL  HYMN  No .   12   "FOR  THE  BEAUTY  OF  the  earth" 

'Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*ExHOfiTATlON 

♦Confession  On  Unison)  "Most  Holy  and  Most  Gracious  Gqd( 
who  turnest  the  shadow  of  night  i nto  morning,  satisfy  us 
early  with  thy  mercy,  that  we  may  rejoice  and  be  ©lao 
all  the  day.  1_|  ft  the  light  of  thv  countenance  upon  us  ; 
calm  every  troubled  thought!  and  guide  our  feet  into  the 
way  of  peace.   perfect  thy  strength  in  our  weakness,  and 

HELP    US     TO    WORSHIP     ThlEE^     THROUGH     JESUS     CHR I  3T    OUR     LoRD. 

Amen, n 
*Kyrie  (CHoiRt    Congregation   and   Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

*Fastor!       '0  Lord  open  our   lips. 

*Pegple;      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

*D0J<0L06Y  No.     55' 

Scripture:      Luke  10:  38-^2 

Colossi  ans   J:    IS-2) 
Hymn  No.      ¥+5       "0   happy  home" 
•Statement   of  Faith         (Front  few  pages   of  the  hymnal) 
•Gldrta   Patri 
Call   to   Prayer 

Pastor:      The  Loro   be  with   you. 
People!      And  with   thy  spirit. 
Pastor:      Let   us    Pray 
Prayer   and  Prayed  Response 
Offeri  ns 

0fferto«y!  "Adagio"  Mozart 

Anthem:  ^The   Green  Cathedral"  Hahn 

Flutes   -  Doris   Angeloni,    Roland  Thompson 


join  «'  I  t  h 


Young 


Sermon:  "HOME  HULE" 

Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 

Hymn  of   Dedicatjon  No.    390   "Come,    let   us 
fai thful  souls" 
•Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude  "Cortege" 

•Congregation  Standing  -  -  - 

The  lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been   placed    in 

LOVING  MEMORY  OF  Mr.  &    Mrs.  JaMES  P.  CHRISTY  -  PARENTS 

of  Mrs.   Campbell  by   the   Paul  W.    Camfsell    Family. 
Serving  as  Ushers   today  are  *Rqbbie  Vinroe,    Bob    Dellen, 

Brian  Pfa.be   and   Steve   Smith. 
Mr.   &  Mrs.    George  Pflugh  will  be   the  Greeters   at   the 

door  today. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  v-ab  252 
Nursery  will  be  frovided   today  by  Pauline   Fencil, 

Karen  Vkksel,    Robin  Knauer. 
^^Hospitalized:      Mrs.    Nellie  Hughes,    Miss  Marie   Daubenbpeck, 

and  Mrs.    Dorothy  Kennedy.       f*MB  ff*l4+    ffiTtyG*-    -  f£>U 
No   Youth   Group  meeting  this   evening.         /**-*,    fifA<*f¥&*t- 
^^Today  -  2:30  -   Lake  Erie  Association  Meeting  at 

Meadville.      Mr.    &  Mrs,    Wm,    Thompson,    Rev.    &  Mrb ■    Link 

will   be   coding.      Anyone   else  wishing   to   go   contact   the 

Pastor. 
MqW.    -  7  ''"$0  -   Fioelity  Bible  Class  Meeting, 
3^Tues.    -   7:30  -  Special  Council  Meeting 

Thurb.    -   10:30  -  Wary  Martha  Circle  Meeting   at  the 

Church  -  Sara   Snow  -  Hostess, 
^Jp^Yi/e    extend    our  Sincere   sympathy    to   Wife,    Familv    and 

Friends  of  Mr.    George  L,    Davis  who  passed  away   this 

week. 
Additional  Vacation  Ribue   School   registration  cards 

are    in  the  Off-ice  -   if   you   need  one  pick   it  up   today, 

June    1U-I7,    ?\-2k. 
We;  *-»e  still    in  need   of  some  more  helpe^b      in  the 

Nursery  department.       If  you   can  give   of  your  help 

i    hour   every   couple  of  months   -  please   contact    the 

office  or  Mrs.   DoRiig   Zavacky  -  Chr.    This  will  be 

during  Morning  Worship   on  Sunday, 
>•  SUTLER  AREA   LAVMENS   OWNER  _  Grace  Reform   Church, 

Harmony  -  May  ?0  -    (this   Thursday)    -  Tickets   are 

$2.5°.      Wives    are    invited.      Chuck   Penar,    Bob  Tait 

HAVE    TICKETS,      i.^,^      ^^  jy^       jtffa.  ^ 


"Home   Rule" 
:    Col.    3:18-20 

£l     .us.    Dr.   Cadman  a  rirl   who   rm"W  n^f.dp.d    craTv.pel 
.  .echanized, motorized   society  "<,  breakdown  Am.   home 
Solution: go   2   G's   './ord/no   1,2,3»   but   much  given 

Bons   down  2   children  &  parents 
Children  need  B  taught/sum  go  astr  y  tho  taught 
But  mor   import , parents   need  show  HOME  RULE 
m-i^B   ffhi1d-r-ftTn   playing  ^at)at    and  momma') 

Children   education  caught  as   well  as   taught 
miiiH-    girl    no  close  door) 

rents  need  2  correct, scold, punish 
hut  sum  afraid  child  hav  had  image  of  parent  no  do 
flllus  Mothers  costly  lie) 

Day  care  centers  ]d   free  mother  from  slavery, 
2  many  children  know  strangers  more  than  parents 

flllus    What    nymprlTnnfV.a-t^    pyfi'l 

It  still  hone  inhere  greatest  influence  is  to  B  had 
children  still  need" 2  3  formed  there 
Clllus  molding  of  childj 

'.,"en  last  tine  cnxiaren  heard  dad  read  Bible, pray? 
"    "     "   mother  took  time  2  tell  child  about  G? 
"./en  we  get  bak  2  the  basics  of  raising  children, 
will  C  reverse  of  family  breakdown 
It  still  ys\-\v.   i?irr,^  to  stop  current  trend 

:  homes  where  parents  R  the  leaders,  the  children 
bedience  expected  of  them, 
Where  family  ia  built  on  luv  for  each  other 
and  luv  for  G 


10" 

Text:      isians  3:10-20 

,  submit  yourselves  unto  your  ovm  husbands,  as  it  is  fit  in  the  Lord. 
Auswnds,  love  your  wives,  and  be  not  bitter  against  them. 
Children,  obey  your  parents  in  all  things;  for  this  is  well-plea "■'      ,o  the  Lord, 

Scripture:  Luke  10:38-42,   Colossians  3:13-21 

Many  things  have  been  said  and  written  about  the  hone.   lome  of  these  are  in  jest, 

while  others  strike  a  more         note.   Jr.  Parkes  Cadman  a  noted  clergyman 

used  to  tell  of  a  girl  who  kajixikK  held  a  few  of  the  ideas  that  seem  to  be  very 

prevalent  today. 

(Illustration  of  girl  who  only  needed  a  garage). 

;an  laugh  at  something  like  this,  but  actually  we  are  living  in  an  age  in 

which  everything  is  mechanized  to  the  point  that  very  shortly  we   will  all  have 

some  sort  of  wheels  under  us  so  that  we  no  longer  will  need  to  move  our  feet  or 

legs.   All  of  this  has  brought  us  to  the  point  where  the  biggest  problem  we 

fac   today  is  the  breakdown  of  the  American  home. 

But  this  problem  is  so  needless,  it  is  absolutely  amazing  that  more  people  do 

not  see  the  solution  to  it.   ,7e  can  live  in  our  20th  century  America  and  still 

keep  our  homes  intact,  but  to  do  so  requires  that  we  put  forth  a  little  extra 

effort,  and  this  is  perhaps  where  the  problem  lies,  in  that  we  are  too  lazy 

to  solve  our  problems  and  we  want  someone  to  do  it  for  us.   The  solution  I  am 

speaking  of  has  to  do  with  God  and  His  Uord,  and  here  again  we  see  the  problem 

because  a  goodly  majority  of  American  people  want  to  do  their  own  thing  and  they 

have  no  concern  or  care  about  the  things  of  religion.   Therefore,  it  becomes 

doubly  imperative  that  those  who  do  believe,  show  by  their  lives,  and  the  lives 

of  their  children  and  families  that  in  the  midst  of  all  of  the  feverish  activities 

Which  tear  apart  the  home,  that  there  is  an  answer  to  the  problem.   Once  again 

this  takes  us  directly  back  to  the  rford  of  God. 

The  Bible  spells  out  in  story  and  illustration  how  a  family  should  be  conducted 

is 
and  how  they  should  live.   There  ass  no  one  specific  chapter  we  can  turn  to  which 

pinpoints  in  one ,two , three  order  the        ;o  success  in  family  life.   But  scat- 
tered throughout  the  Bible  are  to  be  found  suggestions,  thoughts,  and  ideas  on 


-2- 
how  to  conduct  family  living,  '!e   read  as  our  scripture  for  this  morning  two  in- 
star  ">s  dealing  with  this  subject.  The  first  incident  involved  Jesus  stopping 
at  t  is  friend  Lazarus  and  Lazarus'  two  sisters,  Mary  and  Martha. 

this  small  incident  involving  Mary  and  Hartha,  two  illustrations  of 
'  'ferent  types  of  personalities.  Mary  liked  to  sit  and  listen  to  Jesus 
talk.   Ihe  was  interested  in  hearing  the  things  that  could  change  her  life. 

tha  on  the  other  hand  was  concerned  with  keeping  s  well  run  and  organized 
house.     '   Loes  not  mean  to  say  that  either  of  them  was  completely  rong  or 
completely  ri  '■.      It  merely  points  out  that  it  takes  both  concerns  to  run  a 
household.   One  cannot  always  be  reading  and  studying  and  neglecting  the  chores 
that  need  to  be  done.   Neither  can  one  always  be  doing  the  week  xxmm±   that  needs 
to  be  done  at  the  expense  of  some  needed  knowledge.   Thus,  we  have  in  this  lesson 
the  illustration  that  we  must  be  well  rounded  in  our  he   ,         be  just  one 
sided. 

her  portio       ^ipture  for  this  morning  comes  from  the  very  intelligent 
mind  of  tin     Btle   aul.   "■s  in  many  areas  of  life,  laul  had  some  answers  for 
the  problems  people  face  in  living  that  life.   Dhe  people  at  Collosae  were  much 
like  you  and  me.   They  were  concerned  about  raising  their  children  in  the  heathen 
atmosphere  which  surrounded  them.  jo   they  needed  some  guidance  along  these  lines. 
Ke  see  in  these  4  short  verses  that  Paul  is  setting  things  forth  in  a  logical 
order.   He  first  tells  the  wives  that  they  are  to  fe&  treat  their  husbands  in  a 
eertain  manner,  but  that  the  husbands  are  to  really  love  their  wives.   He  then 
admonishes  the  children  to  obey  their  parents,  and  then  closes  with  some  further 
advice  to  the  Fathers. 

Thus,  this  portion  of  scripture  is  divided  into  5  parts.  But  for  this  morning 
I  would  like  to  make  it  just  two  parts.   The  first  part  being  the  children, 
and  the        part  being  the  parents. 

Hi   we  read  this  verse  about  children  verse  20,  we  see  that  Paul  is  appealing 
to  the  sense  of  wanting  to  please  God.  This  is  entirely  Biblical  for  God  makes 

the  promise  to  the  children  in  the  5th  Commandment  that  obedience  to  the  parents 
will'' be  rewarded  with  long  life,  laul  states  in  the  letter  to  tfere  Ephesians  that 
this  is  the  first  Commandment  with  a  promise. 


-5- 
iBut  what  really  shows  up  in  this  verse  is  the  fact  that  the  children  are  incapable 

of  raising  themselves.  The  burden  of  having  the  proper  children  is  placed  upon 
the  —iiouldera  of  the  parents.  So  then  the  emphasis  needs  to  be  directed 'to  the 
parents.  This  is  not  to  say  that  children  should  just  do  their  own  thing  be- 
cause if  they  turn  out  wrong  it  is  the  parents  who  are  to  blame.  But  for  the 
most  part  children  are  a  direct  reflection  upon  the  training  and  es:  "  ile" 
they  have  received.  But  we  must  also  add  that  there  are  cases  where  the  child- 
ren have  turned  against  what  their  parents  tried  to  instill  in  them.    0 

to  direct  our  thinking  toward  the  parents. 
(Illustration  of  two  children  playing  "Papa  and  I^lama) 

We  can  see  from  this  that  children  learn  something  from  the  parents.   What  they 
learn  is  not  only  taught,  but  caught.   But  it  is  imperative  that  teaching  and 

training  be  given.  A  woman  who  raised  7  Christian  sons,  said  she  did  it  with 
imtH  prayer  and  hickory. 

lustration  of  boy  who  would  not  close  the  door) 

What  the  little  boy  needed  was  a  father  indeed.   A  father  who  was  concerned  wnough 
to  "apply  a  little  persuasion  to  the  proper  place,  without  fear  that  he  would  warp 
the  little  lads  personality.   Another  man  once  told  how  he  had  come  to  grips  with 
his  disobedient  son,  (Illustration  of  fahter  &  promise  to  God  on  behalf  of  son). 
But  it  isn't  only  a  father  that  is  needed,  but  it  is  mothers  as  well.   One  young 
man  who  stood  before  the  judge  was  asked  if  he  had  anything  to  say  before  the 
judge  pronounced  the  death  sentence  replied,  "Oh,  if  I'd  had  a  mother  I  would  not 
be  here  now."  This  is  the  tragedy  of  our  society  today  that  those  who  should 
be  the  mainstays  of  the  home,  the  mothers,  are  neglecting  their  duties  to  do 
everything  else  but  be  a  proper  parent. 

(Illustration  of  millinaire  in  Pgh  and  willing  everything  to  his  dog| 
The  tragedy  of  our  times.   The  curse  that  because  money  is  more  readily  available 
that  it  can  solve  all  of  the  problems  of  life. 

(Illustration  of  girl  and  mother  who  would  not  admit  her  daughter  was  underage) 
Thia  is  another  tragedy,  that  parents  will  not  take  the  stand  they  should  to  pro- 
tect their  children  from  the  evils  of  the  world,  and  they  rationalize  that  they 
do  not  want  to  earn  the  disfavor  of  their  children.   This  is  an  example  of  a 
mother  who  will  in  all  probability  feel  the  remorse  and  regret  of  being  partiall  y 


responsible  for.  the  death  and  loss  of  her  child. 

Onr  of  the  big  things  in  todays  society  is  the  hew  and  cry  for  more  and  more 
day  care  centers.   The  womens  lib  movement  has  been  p'       this  issue  above 
and  beyond  many  others,  in  order  for  more  v/oaen  to  "Quote,  "earn  their  indep- 
endence from  hosewife  slavery.'      y  children  today  know  strangers  better,  than 
they  do  their  own  mothers,  because  they  are  with  strangers  for  8  to  10  Sours 
while  mother  gets  liberated.  i  their  grandmothers  better  than  they 

know  their  parents,  because  many  children  spend  more  time  with  grandma  than  at 
home.  °-at  is  a  grandmother  today.  According  to  one  girl,  "  grandmother  is, 
etc,"  (Illustration  of  a  grandmother  is!) 

Because  Grandmas  are  the  only  grownups  who  have  time!   Isn't  this  the  tragedy 
of  20th  century  America?   ,,'n  certainly  cannot  condemn  the  grandparents  of  today. 
In  fact,  we  need  to  thank  God  for  them,  because  they  at  least  are  showing  a 
concern  that  modern  parents  do  not  seem  to  have  or  feel. 

If  2   look  at  the  element  of  tine  in  the  lives  of  o  .  ]    re  see  that 

it  is  simply  not  true  that  the  school  system  exerts  the  greatest  influence  on 
our  children.  Consider  for  instance,  that  the  average  child  spends  about  40 
hours  per  week  in  school,  9  months  of  the  year.  A  child  who  comes  from  a  home 
where  religion  plays  a  part  of  the  family  life,  jpeads  about  52  hours  a  year 
in  church.  But  a  child  spends  about  SO  hours  per  week  at  home.   ^o  where  is  it 

greatest  influence  can  be  made?  In  the  home  of  course.  Therefore, 
it  is  imperative  that  the  parents  exert  that  influence  while  there  is  still 
time.   When  was  the  last  time  many  of  us  decided  that  we  were  going  to  have 
some  religious  instruction  in  our  homes?,  and  not  ife  let  the  church  do  the  whole 
job?  When  was  the  last  time  we  prayed  with  and  for  our  children?  Have  our 
children  ever  heard  or  seen  their  daddy  read  the  Bible  or  pray?   V/hen  the  larg- 

majority  of  our  people  can  answer  these  questions  in  the  affirmative,  then 
\-r     ire  going  to  witness  the  major  change  that  our  nation  needs.   It  is  still 
the  "Home  Rule"  that  is  necessary  to  keep  America  from  going  down  the  drain. 

The  "^orae  Rule"  where  the  parents  are  the  leaders,  and  the  children  are  obedient, 
and  the  family  is  built  around  love  for  each  other,  and  love  for  God. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED    CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Sixth  Sunday   in  Eastertide  May  23,    1976 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mr,   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Dt rector 
Jeff  Campbell,    Terry  McClimans   -  Acolytes 

ORDER   OF   'i.ORSHIP  -    I  I  : 00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "0   God,    Thou  Faithful   Goo"       Brahms 

Please   remain  silent  during  organ  chimes 

•Processional  Hymn  Mo.    ISO  "Look,    ye   saints,    the  sight 
is   glorious" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession   (Unison)   "0   Lord,   whose  way    is  perfect, 
help   us,    we   pray  thee,    always   to   trust    in   thy  goodness; 
that,   talking  with  thee   and  following  thee   in  all 
simplicity,   |i£  may  possess  qu  i  et  ano  contented  minds, 
and   may   cast  all  our  care  upon   thee,    for  thou   carest 

FOR     US;     FOR    THE     SAKE    OF    JeSUS    CHRIST     OUR     LoRD.        AMEN. " 

•Kyrie        {Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor:  '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:  Ano  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxologv   Mo.  551 
Scripture;  Acts  I:  l-I  I 

Hymn  No.  182   "Fairest  Lord  Jesus.1" 
"Affirmation  of  Faith  (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People;  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  ano  Prayer  Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory:   "Voluntary  in  A  Minor"      Boycs 
Anthem:        "Trust  in  the  Loro"        Handel 
Sermon:        "GO I NG  AND  COM I NG" 
Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
ymn  of  Deoication  No.  37I  "Jesus  shall  reign" 


lfnedictiph  and  three  fold  amen 

Organ  Postlude    "Chanson"  Young 

-  -  -  ------  "Congregation  Standing  ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  in 

memory  of  "Loved  Ones"  by  Mr.  &  Mes.  Don  Zeisler. 
Serving  ab  Ushers  today  are:   *0on  Kingsley, 

Richard  Mangel,  Gaby  Penar  and  Harry  Fry. 
Mr.  S  Mrs.  Robert  Dellen  will  be  the  Grefters  at  the 

DOOR    TODAY. 

The   attendance   last  Sunday  war  P27. 
Nursery  will  se  provided  today  by:     Mrs.   Virginia 
Mangel,    Liz   Armstrong  and  Karen  Kennedy. 
Monday  -  7:00  -  Women's  Fellowship   Board  Meeting 
at   the   Church 
^^Thurs.   -   7;On  -  Bible  Study-  A1     S>9t^     f7Vmy    i//*7/± 
J~^  Tonight  -  Youth  Fellowship        tfti'T'. 

Women's   Lake  Erie  Association  meeting  -  June  5, 
^^-  Saturday   at    10:00  A.M.    at   St.   Mark's   UCC,    New 

Hamburg.      Directions  on  the  bulletin  board    in  Narthex. 
A  representative  from  each  Women's   group,   Guild, 
Sunday   School  group  and   etc.   Put  a   couple  of  sandwiches 
in   a   bag   and   join   in.      beverage   ano  dessert  will  be 
provided  by  host  church.     registration  j^o  -  program 
over   by   3  '0^-  p.m. 
^^^Please  turn  your   registrations    in  for  Vacation  Qible 
School  tooay  -   if  you  forgot   it  -   please  make  out 

A  NEW  ONE  IN  THE  NARTHEX.    Th I  6  19  VERY  IMPORTANT 

so  the  Committee  can  order  materialb   and  not  se   short. 

^»—  If  YOU  KNOW  OF  ANYONE  GRADUATING  FROM  HlGH  SCHOOL, 

Community  College,    or  any   College  -  Please  give  ub 
thei r  names. 

'^    Hospitalized:     Mrs,   Nellie  Hughes,   Mrb.   Dorothy 

Kennedy.  —  //fAf      T»t>Af 
^^>-  The   new   bummer  schedule  will   begin   June  6  -  with 

Church  School  at  9:00  and  morning  worship  at   10:00. 
June  6  will   se  Holy  Communion  at   10;00  anp  Monday 
June  7  ~  Holy   Communion   (Altar)    for   those  that  can 
not  make    it   on   Sunday.  C/iFT^ffff 

If  you   are   planning   a   trip  to   the  Lancaster-Philadelphia 
area   this   summer,    you  may  want  to   stay   at   lancaster 
Theological  Seminary.      Over-night   accomodations  will 
be   available    in  Richards  Hall  for    individuals,    families. 

i  or  groups   between  June  21    and  Aug.    S.    See  b       ,etin 

BOARD     FOR    OTHER     INFORMATION.  J        Ci'      ■    ■    i  1  As      jSjCi, 


tuMl.*.**** 
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"Going  and  Coming" 
Acts    1x11,    YE   KEN   OF   GALILEE.    WHY   STAIIA   YE   GAZIHG_UP 

top      avant^phia1  ^AHE  JEqtKl.  '.7HI(?fl  la  'x'akli-j  iia  into 

HA.     AtfplilLlLL    30    GOME   i:i    LITE   MALI  HSR   A3   YE   HAY":   GE£N 

HTM  AGO  tmtc  iieay.jn.  

Clllus  lady  bus.H.Y.,  drunk,  map  Manchuria) 
Word  G  lilt  intric  map  lan'ctjpeop  foreign  our  way  lif 
Book  tak  on  appear  timetable 

C  comings^goings  peop  &  fams 
Lif  Js  cas  in  pt/every  moment  schedule  8c  it  was 

'-  this  AM  timtab  GOING  out  this  world 
KflKG^:-!  thi.H  sr.tip. 
vsy,  story  little  bo7/  A  G  must  B  left  handed 

Vs  11  .  (TEXu')  .  this  prom  of  G  A  speak  nother  earth  app 
earance  of  Js, 
Yrs  go  by, no  Js,discips  Bgin  write  just  in  case, 
finally, Jn  left  &  he  die  A  all  originals  gone 
Gh  -Fathers  preach  2nd  coming 
yr  aft  yr,cent  aft  cent  A  meassage  deteriorate 
finally  watered  down  until  2day  many  no  Blieve 
£pd  finrrnrjg  jj]R.qn=  He  cum  at  deth,  I  accept  but  Js  mean 
Wen  person  accept  Js  Sav  other  thi 

He  cam  yester/2day/2morrov;    "    "     "  "  "  "  " 
(TIIhr  fflilnt  Rmianae.  A  Bhnlrt  T  r.nmg  thnnpl 
I  Bliev  G  meant  it  wen  sent  2  angels  2  tell  of  it 
In  ch's  2day  many, many  turn  bak  2  this  Blief, 
reasons  very  plain 

to  permit  cover/sumtime  in  future  mayB  series 
2 day  script  vs  7,no1  knows  wen, 
21st  chap  Luk  start  vs  5 
in  all  thi3  is  also  events  2  cum  aft  Js  appear 
4  Blievers 
Here  then  G's  plan  4  COMING,  of  J,,  XJ 
4-  Bliever  time  2  anticip/un31iever,unsav,uncomit  it 

Js  appear  clouds/graves  ope  &  Bliev  &ods  meet  inaxr ' 
Blievs  living  also 
thoz  left  earth  in  tribulation  :":-,  turmoil  2  cum 
;i— X       itler,only  worse 
matter  wat  Bliev  &  wat  chooz  do  bout  it 
ay  not  liv  G  2nd  Coming  Js, 

cud  B  2day,2morro,next  month, yr  ????? 
1 thing  I  Bliev, we  in  latter  days  A  pres  worl  system 
days  numbered 
Clllus  wealthy  man  A  chauffer) 

not  matter  wat  hav  or  not  hav,not  money, wealt  etc 
Is-  matter  B  redy  4-  COMING  Js  X 
No  count  or s^ days, yrs.   Mo  stand  gaz  heaven 
1  fcter  Text.   AAliev  comfort , hope 

4-  unBliev=fear  A  dred. 


KpXXJOffi   "Going   And    Conn 

s  1:11  01  MULL  GALILEE,    WHY   STAND  YE  SAZING  U]  .      THIS 

.,    HHISH  XXXXI   IS   TAKEN   UI    INTO  KEH,  COME  I] 

.     i  ;!     INTO  HEAV      . 

SBEXH5±"Hi>^BEB:iSnS±Kl±Xil±KfcHZ3C 

A  lady  got  on  a  bus  in  New  York  city  and  the  only  available  seat  was  next  to 
a  drunk.   The  lady  sat  down  as  unobtrusively  as  she  could  and  quietly  opened 
her  purse  and  took  out  a  na^a  very  detailed  map  of  Manchuria.   She  quietly 
studied  it  for  some  time,  and  the  drunk  awoke  and  looked  at  the  map  and  then 
said  to  the  woman,  "Are  you  sure  yourre  on  the  right  bus  lady?" 

As  we  read  the  Jord  of  God,  we  can  compare  it  to  an  intricate  map  of  lands 
and  people  who  are  quite  foreign  to  our  way  of  life.   But  as  we  study  the 
Book  it  takes  on  mssx.   more  of  the  appearance  of  a  timetable,  than  a  map. 
We  see  recorded  the  Comings  an "      ;s  of  many  people  and  their  families. 
The  life  of  Jesus  xas  is  a  good  case  in  point,   ilis  every  moment  seemed  to  be 
on  a  scedule  and  indeed  it  ws  ..   _nd  30  it  is  as  we  turn  to  our  scripture  for 
today  that  the  timetable  of  His  life  is  directed  to  His  going  out  of  this 
world. 

Li    begins  by  telling  his  real  or  imagined  friend  that  the  previous  book  he  had 
written,  told  the  life  story  of  Jesus  Christ.   Jesus  had  given  His  disciples 
instructions  in  proper  living  through  the  inspiration  of  the  H0ly  Spirit.   Ssx 
Luke  tells  how  Jesus  came  back  from  the  dead,  and  showed  Himself  to  many  people 
which  was  infallible  proof  o#  His  resurrection.   This  appearance  from  the  dead 
lasted  40  days,  and  during  this  time  Jesus  spoke  to  them  of  many  things  concern- 
ing the  kingdom  of  Gc  . 

Jesus  had  told  thera  while  they  were  all  assembled  together  that  they  were  to 
stay  in  Jerusalem  and  to  await  the  promise  He  was  going  to  fulfill  in  them  in 
the  near  future.   Jesus  reminded  them  of  the  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist  and 
how  John  baptizefi  with  water,  but  that  they  would  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  disciples  were  concerned  about  what  He  was  telling  them  and  so  they  asked 
f   obvious  question,  "Is  it  at  this  time  you  will  restore  the  Kingdom  of  God 
in  Israel?"  They  did  not  completely  understand  the  message  that  Jesus  was  try- 
ing to  impart  to  them.   3ut  Jesus  passes  this  off  and  tells  them  that  it  is  not 


-2- 

for  them  to  know  the  time  schedule  of  God.   Jesus  goes  on  to  tell  them  that  they 

we    going  to  be  His  witnesses  in  Jerusalem  and  the  surcounding;  area.   By  this 

they  knew  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  was  to  he  established  through  them. 
If  they  didn't  know  it  &  understand  it  then,  they  found  out  very  shortly. 
'They  wer  \   to  be  the  3  nes  who  would  spread  the  Word  of  God  concerning  this  new 

found  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.   And  it  was  at  this  point  that  Jesus  ascended,  or 

went  up  into  the  air,  while  they  watched.   This  is  how  'Vscension  came  about. 

This  is  where  the  doctrine  concerning  the  belief  in  the  Church  came  about. 

It  is  in  the  Apostles  Creed  that  we  say  we  believe  in  Jesus  Chirst  who  was 

crucified,  dead,  and  buried,  XKxjtKXKHKSsst  inks  hades,  He  ascended  into  heaven." 

-it tie  boy  whose  father  was  a  preacher  was  riding  home  with  his  parents  one 
.day,  and  he  asked  his  father  sxjpi«xk±H  the  question,  "Is  God  left-handed?" 
His  Father  said  he  didn't  know,  and  why  did  the  boy  askK±x  ask?  The  Sunday 
happened  to  be  Ascension  Sunday  and  the  Father  had  preached  on  the  Ascension. 
The  boy  told  his  dad  that  several  times  in  the  sermon  kxx  he  had  said  that 
Jesus  ascended  into  heaven,  and  aits  on  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father. 

This  Ascension  was  the  part  of  the  timetable  of  God,  which  took  care  of  the 
"Going"  of  Jesus  Christ.   But  the  Scripture  we  read  this  morning  took  on  a 
rattier  startling  aspect  for  the  disciples,  for  while  they  were  looking  at  Jesus 
going  from  them  until  He  disappeared  into  the  clouds,  two  men  in  dazzling  white 
apparel  appeared  in  their  midst.   The  men  asked  them  the  question,  "Ye  men  of 
Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  Into  heaven?   This  same  Jesus,  which  is  taken 
up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  Him  go 
into  heaven/" 

Now  here  again  was  a  promise  from  God,  and  it  spoke  of  another  earthly  appear- 
ance of  Jesus  Christ.   The  disciples  because  of  this  warning,  or  message  from 
God  preached  the  imminent  return  of  Jesus  Christ.   Years  began  to  slip  hy  and 
still  He  did  not  come.   In  order  to  continue  the  message,  just  in  case  they 
were  to  die  before  He  came  back,  they  began  to  write  it  down.   Gradually  one  by 
one  they  were  slain  for  their  faith.   Fianlly,  only  John  was  the  last  remaining 
disciple.   Each  of  them  had  expected  to  see  their  Lord  in  their  lifetime,  but 
ttwsy  didn't.   Then  old  John  died  and  all  of  the  original  disciples  wer-  gone. 
The  early  church  fathers  took  up  the  theme  and  preached  the  second  coming  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  idea  was  propagated  and  spread  down  through  the  years.  But 
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as  year  upon  year,  and  century  after  century  has  slipped  by,  the  message  has 
be--   in  a  state  of  deterioration.   The  message  has  been  watered  down,  and  all 
sorts  ox  interpretations  have  been  brought  to  the  fore. 

Some  have  said  that  His  Second  Coming,  meant  that  at  the  point  of  death,  He 
came  to  the  individual  believer.   I  wouldn't  deny  this,  but  believe  that  it  is 
a  good  possibility.   But  I  do  not  believe  that  was  what  Jesus  meant.   :ome  have 
felt  that  at  the  point  when  a  person  accepts  Christ  as  their  Saviour,  this  is 
His  Second  Coming.   I  can  accept  this  as  being  perhaps  a  type  of  His  JEcond 
Coming.   But  I  do  not  believe  this  is  what  Jesus  meant.   Still  others  say  that 
Jesus  came  to  some  yesterday,  He  will  come  to  some  today,  and  He  will  come  to 
some  tomorrow,  and  these  Comings  are  His  .jecond  Coming.   I  can  accept  this  too, 

but  I  do  not  believe  this  is  what  Jesus  meant. 

(Illustration  of  pul.'it  topling  over  81  preacher  preaching,  "Behold..,  I  come) 

I  believe  that  when  He  said  He  would  come  again  He  meant  it  literally,  and  when. 

God  sent  two  angels  to  the  disciples  to  tell  them  that  Jesus  was  r-oinr^  to  come 
bf    in  the  clouds  as  He  went  into  them,  this  is  what  was  meant.   Surprisingly, 
there  are  many,  many  people  in  the  church  today  who  are  turning  back  to  this 
view.   The  reasons  are  Vi   :    ain  to  see  if  we  look  at  them.   -Time  does  not  per- 
mit us  to  delve  into  all  of  the  reasons  and  implications  about  this  Jecond 
Coming.   1  have  always  wanted  to  conduct  a  series  of  lessons  and  Bibles  studies 
on  the  book  of  Revelation  and  the  i^cond  Coming  of  Jesus,   i erhaps  we  could 

begin  a  series  such  as  this  on  -unday  evenings  in  the  near  future.   But  we  need 

some 
to  look  at  what  Jesus  Himself  said  about  all  of  this.   He  gave  very  definite 

things  that  were  going  to  happen  HfrKK  and  each  one  of  these  things  was  going  to 
lead  us  that  much  closer  to  His  coming.       hen  these  things  were  taking  place 
the  believer  would  know  that  these  were  signs  of  His  imminent  return.   It  was 
in  our  Scripture  that  Luke  tells  us  that  Jesus  said  It  was  not  for  anyone  to 
know  the  times  nor  the  seasons.   But  in  the  21st  chapter  of  luke,  Jesus  spells 
m  h  of  the  signs  out  to  His  followers  In  answer  to  their  questions  starting 
with  verse  5.   We  need  to  also  understand  that  along  with  the  signs  of  His 
Coming,  there  is  also  intermingled  the  things  that  will  happen  after  Jesus 
appears  and  takes  His  followers  back  to  heaven  with  Him.   EX       .cripture. 
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Here  then  spelled  out  for  us  to  read,  and  to  understand,  is  God's  plan  for 
"C    i.ing."   The  "Coming"  back  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  for  the  believer  a  time  to 
be  anticipated.   For  the  unbeliever  or  the  unsaved  and  uncommitted  people,  it 
is  a  time  of  despair.   For  what  will  take  place  is  that  Jesus  Christ  will 
appear  in  the  clouds  and  will  take  from  the  graves,  the  bodies  of  the  be- 
lievers, and  those  who  are  are  believers  nad  alive  walking  on  the  earth  will 
meet  Him  in  the  air  and  be  taken  to  heaven  witb  Him.   Those  who  are  left  on 
earth,  will  be  a  part  of  the  turmoil  and  mess  that  is  to  come.   A  part  of  this 
is  to  be  the  reign  and  rule  of  the  Anti-Christ  who  will  be  a  world  wide  leader, 
and  will  rule  the  world.  This  figure  will  be  much  like  uitler,  only  worse. 
The  tribulation  will  be  a  part  of  this  time,  and  all  of  this  is  predicted  in 
God's  Word  as  well. 

So  it  becomes  a  matter  of  how  and  what  we  believe  and  what  we  choose  to  do 
about  it.   We  may  not  live  to  Gee  the  second  coming  of  Christ,  but  will  be 
r   :ed  fron  the  grave.   But  Jesus  Christ  could  come  today,  or  tomorrow,  or 
the  next  day,  month  or  year.   Cne  thing  I  do  helieve,  and  that  is  we  are  living 
in  the  latter  days.  I  believe  the  days  of  this  presen-       system  are  num- 
bered.  I  believe  that  if  we  do  not  know  Christ  now,  we  better  take  care  of 
that  situation. 

(Illustration  wealthy  man  ''-.  chauffer) 

You  see,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  what  we  have  or  do  not  have.   It  is  not  a 
matter  of  how  much  money,  or  wealth,  or  anything  else.   It  is  a  matter  of 
being  ready  for  His  Coming.    e  need  not  count  hours,  or  days,  or  years. 
not  stand  gazing  up  into  heaven  waiting.  We  need  only  know  that 
"This  same  Jesus  who  was  taken  up  into  heaven,  will  come  in  like  manner  as 
He  went  into  heaven."  This  is  the  promise  of  God.   Tor  the  believer  it  is 
nothing  to  fear,  and  in  fact  a  comfort.   For  the  unbeliever  it  should  be  a 
-1   ught  and  idea  to  be  feared  and  awaited  with  dread,   ''.-/here  do  we  stand? 


ST,    PAUUS  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Seventh  Sunday    in  EaStertipe  May  30,     [976 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,    Organ! bt 
Mr,   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Jeff  Campbell,    Tepry  McClimans   -   Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  YORSHIP  -    I  I : CO  A.M. 

Prelude:        irHoLY  Spirit,    Truth  Divine  Vucller 

Pleased    remain  silent   during  organ  chimes 
'Processional  Hymn  No.      UHO  "God  of   our   fathers" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*EXHOfiTAT i on 

•Confession  (Unison)  "Almighty  Goo,  our  Heavenly  Father, 
in  whose  hands  are  the  living  and  the  dead;  we  sive  thee 
thanks  for  all  those  thy  servants  who  have  laid  dol"n  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  our  country*  grant  to  them  thy 
mercy  and  the  light  of  thy  presence,  that  the  good  work 
■"high  thou  hast  begun  in  them  may  se  perfected ",  through 
Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.      Amen. b 

*Kyrje  (Choir,    Congregation  ano   Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -   Choral  Amen 

*Prai se 

•Pastors   r0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People!   And  our  mouth  shall  shqv  forth  thy  praise 

*D0X0LQGY 

Scripture;  2  Kings    17:   6-1  S 

Hymn  No.    hk\  lfMv  country,     'tis  op   thee" 

'Affirmation  of   Faith         (Apostles'    Creed) 
'Gloria  Patri 
Call  to   Prayed 

Pastor «     The  Lqrp   be  with  you. 
People!      And  with  thy  spjrit. 
Pastor:      Let  us   Pray, 
praver   and  prayer  response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory;    "We   Pray  now  to   the  Holy   Ghost"   Buktehude 
Bicentennial   Anthem;      "This    is  My  Country"   a   Fred 

War  1 wg   arrangement  -  Solo  -  Von  Maloney 
Sermon;  "C. I. A." 

',ayer  and   Lord's   Ppayer 


_ 
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•Hymn  of  Dedication   No.    ^£    "M0T   alone   for  mighty   empire1' 
•Benediction   and   Three    Fold  Amen 

Organ  Fostluoe  :    ' Holy  Ghost  with  Light   Divine"   Moehren 
—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  *Congre<5ati  on  Standing  *-  -   -  -   -  -  - 

The   Lovely   Flowers    on    the   Altar   have   been  placed    by 
Mrs.    Ellen   Bauer    in  memory  of    "Loved  Ones11 
Serving   as   Ushers   today  are:   'Mike  Na?aruk,    James 
McClymonds,    Gottlob  Kraoel  ,    Charles   Penar. 
Elder   and  Mrs,    Chet  Stauffer  will  represent  Council 

at   the   door  todav. 
Nursery  WILL  be  provided   today   by  Brad  and  Judy 

Vinroe   and   Patty   Eaeehcre. 
The   attfndance   last   Sunday  was    tgU. 
tz*  Hospitalised:      Katherine   Ferree  -  Mercy   Hospital 
Women's    Lake   Erie   Association  meeting  —  June   5t 
Saturday   at    10:00  at    St.    Mark's  UCC,    New  Hamburg. 
Information    is   on  the  Bulletin   Board    in   the  Narthex. 
Tonight  -  7:00  -  Youth   Fellowship 
*^Wed.    -   7:30  -  Council  Meeting 

^  Thurs.    -   The  Newsletter  will   be   published  -    if   you 
have  anything   1m  m i  no   for   the  mews  -  have   it   at   the 
Church  ev  Wednesday. 
js^  Next   Sunoav  we  via  revest  to  Summer   Schedule  - 

Church  School  at  9:00^and  Morning  Worship   at    I  fl : 00. 
^9*Mext  Sunpay  will   be  Holy  Communion    in   the   Pews,    and 

THE     FOLLOWING    MqNOAY     (jUNE     7)     -     Ho LY    COMMUNION    AT 

7;3^  foh  those  that  cannot  attend  on  sunday  (altar) 
^^please  get  your  registrations  in  for  vacation  bl&le 
School.   Material  will  have  to  be  ordered  and  the 
time  is  short.   Vacation  Bible  School  June  1 4 —  T 7» 
2\-2hT    from  9:00  to  11:30  P.M. 
Flq""er  Chart  -  New  forms  vill  be  passed  nevt  week 

FROM  JuLr  THRU  DEC,  WlTH  THE  EXCEPTION  OF  OeC.  26 
AND  THE  OATEB  ALREADY  FILLED  IN  JN  THE  NaRTHEX  - 

now  js  the  time  to  make  your  selection  for  special 
dates  if  yqu  want  one.  flov  ere  are  nqwf  $s.oo  each 
Sunday. 

In     A    RECENT     LETTER     FROM    THE    OLD     PeOPLe's     HqME    - 

k0\    S«   Main   St.    Zelienople,    Pa,    -   they   have   asked 

that  we   promote   and   announce   the   program   of  volunteers. 

The  home   needs    persons   to   supplement   the  iwork  of   the 

PROFESSIONAL    STAFF.         HeLF     IS     NEEDED     IN    ALL    AREAS     OF 

the   Home   ranging    from   visiting   a    lonely   resih^nt   to 
,  offering  aid    in  various   departments.      Sec  bl      etin 

is  visitore/  tt.JEw*>*t   #«w    k*mi*  MR. 


Text:    2  Ki  17:15,  Tpf  tY"  ]  ■"■"*   +"^-r^   ^^-h  Is- 
rael,  &  as-a-i^t   Jndnh.   h-r  Bn    *h«  ^^hPta,    a^r]   ^ 

pjj  -^|nf  gppT-a,  qaving.  Turn  7S  ffim  ^■"T  olri1  "gVa  (  Pl 
keS,  IT7  ^^m^g-prjp^-n-hs  a^n1  iw  g-ha-hn-hoR,  Ft n. r. nr-r\  i  n rr  j-.n  aT 
tpn  Tim  win*  «!■*  T  nmnanrlftd  vonf  father,  ft  whir-.h  T  ^1 
tq_-      i  by  m-y  ssrvRnta  the   prophets. 

CIA  means  secretive  stuff  etc/examp  Soviet  &  our  EmbaE 
ssey  official  &  radioactive  by  telephone 

]_1  tak  Scripture/title  CIA  &  relate  both  2  our  tim? 
3fig;in  6  vfl=  Hoahea  ^"t  kinr  Is. 
9th  &  last  yr  reign  taken  captive 
He  Bcum  king  by  murd  I'ekah,    ekah  murd  Pecalaih 
lath-pileser  1::.     isyr  6  Is  pay  tribute, 
at  deth.Hosb.ea  stop  trib/Ghalmaneser  seiz  Ho she a j 
beseig  is  Aamaria/tak  3  yr  2  capture,Ghalman  die, 
3  k±ng&  took  27,900  prisoners 
read  18  vs,  only  Judah  left 


his  story  :'-.  nation  parallel  &  I  G  need  CIA  America 
0=Jonversirvn  -  peop  no  lil:  do  things  rite, but  things 
wrong/giv  chanc  2  chang  livs  no  want  "  refuse 
check  Bib  &.  find  this  tru  sine  Bgin 
say  Bcum  lil:  child  &  B  convert=c hang, turn  round 
implet  trust  lik  child, luv?obey, clear  mind, no  philot 
ind  that  rite  with  G-  &   this  we  need  2day 
(Illus  latrick  Henry  ■"■-.  his  will  say) 
without  Xp  U  eanno  B  happy, I  know  this  &  we  need  fcnoi 
-[=T-ntfircession«  nation  grtbasic  Bcuz  peop  found  were 
grt  i'litnVgrt  faith  cum  from  grt  pray  or  intercess 
11  slef-suffic  ":  no  need  outside  help 
this  cum  2  end  &  we  know  must  hav  help  other  pec 
"  need  aeknow  hav  need  Higher  help  &  this  G 
(Read  text)=this  wat  we  need  2  know  2day,b4  2  late 

fT-llna  i.flTithiBT--^  L-THVfiJ^ 

A  =  frp/nii'c.n-tp  o^,,  need  apply  cert  princips  m  run  natic 
Hav  cert  grp  peop  govt  want  Bliev  can  get  lo 
'  tb  godless  peop  &   it  mak  no  diff  they  atheists 
Clllus  p^n^^-fyi  f.n-F>yi  stRnce  .bear  A.  Iambi 
As  Jews  swallo  by  Assyr  so  can  we  B 

Ult  aim  Commies  2  overthro  us 
(Illus  minis te-r  v-jR-it;  i^i"  4-r.n-h^ 
..'am  still  xA   us  "1  we  need  heed  B4-  2  late 
We  look  2  './ash  2  solv  all  probs  4-  us  &  put  trust 
i"  nien  Xpian  horn  still 

(II  _.S  Hfinrv  Gm^r  .■"■.  homo  of  ^nnm-j-T'Y^nftedRd. 

need  CIA  in  AM.  Convers, Intercess, Application 
■  also  Christ  i      ica 


"G.  I.  I.  " 

Scripture:  2  Kings  17:5-18 

Text:        verse  13,     "Smas  Yet  the  .Lord  testified  against  Israel,  and 
ar  \nst  Judah,  by  all  the  prophets,  and  by  all  the  seers,  3aying,  -urn  ye  from 
■  evil  ways,  and  keep  my  commandments  and  my  statutes,  according  to  all  the 
law  which  I  commanded  your  fathers,  and  which  I  sent  to  you  by  my  servants  the 
prophets." 

(Illustration  of  secrets) 

sn  the  name,  or  title,  or  initials  "CIA"  is  mentioned  today,  it  evokes  differ- 
ent responses  from  different  people,  ^ostly,  people  think  of  the  ultra  secret 
organization  pledged  to  discover  the  secrets  of  the  soviet  Union  and  China. 
"CIA"  ±x  has  come  to  mean  a  hardnosed  organization  which  will  stop  at  nothing 
to  discover  wbat  it  wants  to  know.   But  partially  in  defense  of  the  CIA  I 
believe  we  should  point  out  that  it  has  a  definite  purpose  and  need  in  our 
foreign  relations  when  we  consider  that  just  the  other  day  a  member  of  our 
embassy  in  Russia  was  discoveredcto  have  been  exposed  to  radiation,  and  the 
source  was  the  telephone  he  used  in  the  Embassy  in  Moscow,   oort  of  sounds  like 
our  so  called  Russian  friends  use  some  very  devious  means  to  cuase  problems  for 
uti,  doesn't  it? 

But  I  would  like  to  take  the  title  "CIA"  along  with  our  Scripture  for  this 
morning  and  relate  them  both  to  our  nation  today.   As  we  begin  reading  the 
account  in  2  Kings  17,  at  verse  6  that  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hoshea 
the  king  of  Assyria  took  Samaria  and  carried  Israel  away  captive.   We  need  to 
go  back  into  history  a  short  span  of  time  to  understand  what  had  taken  place. 
Hoshea  had  become  king  of  Israel  and  incidentally  was  the  last  king  of  Israel. 
But  he  became       hrough  a  conspiracy  whereby  he  murdered  iekah  the  king. 
Actually  Pekah  was  sort  of  being  paid  back  for  his  treachery,  for  he  ascended 


the  throne  by  murdering  his  predecessor  lekaliah.   J.ut  Hoshea  became  king 

during 

a±  the  time  Tiglath-pileser  the  king  of  Assyria,   Tiglath-pileser  stated  that 

he  had  made  Hosehea  king,  which  was  partially  true  for  without  the  support  of 

the  Assyrian  king  he  would  not  have  survived  too  long.  The  people  of  the 

I\„rthern  kingdom  had  to  pay  vast  tribute  to  Assyria,  and  after  a  while  this 

burden  became  too  great,  and  Hoshea  led  a  revolt  against  this  paying  of  tribute. 

This  probably  occurred  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Tiglath-pileser ,  when  the 

reigns  of  government  were  changing  hands.   3halmaneser  became  the  new  king,  and 
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Hosehea  again  began  to  pay  tribute  to  Assyria.   But  Shalmaneser  found  so  iething 
he  'id  not  like  about  Hosaea  and  took  him  prisoner  and  beseiged  oamaria.   It 
took  Assyria  3  years  to  '  efeat  Israel,  and  Shalmaneser  bad  died  in  the  meantime 
and  was  replaced  by  Sargon  II,   Sargon  states  that  he  took  27,900  prisoners, 
and  so  the  kingdom  of  Israel  fell  and  we  read  in  the  13th  verse  that  only  Judah 
was  left.   This  was  the  southern  Kingdom, 

But  when  we  read  the  verses  in  between  we  began  to  seee  that  th  re  were  man; 
things  which  brought  all  of  this  about.   In  verses  7  through  12  we  read  of 
their  apostacy  and  turning  from  the  things  of  God.   (Explain  these  verses). 
But  the  Lord  spoke  to  them  about  this  through  His  prophets,  (Text,  read  this). 
In  verses  14-  to  17  we  see  more  of  what  they  did,  (explian  these  verses). 
Then  in  verse  18  we  see  the  final  result  of  their  disobedience. 

this  point  we  need  to  say  that  we  can  see  that  our  nation  parallels  these 
examples  very  closely.   It  is  at  this  point  that  I  believe  we  have  a  definite 
nr  '.  of  CIA  in  America.   3r      ;  each  letter  down  to  stand  for  something  as 
all  initials  do  in  abbreviations,  we  can  start  with  the  letter  C  and  say  this 
letter  should  stand  for  ©onversion.  Conversion  is  a  word  that  many  people  do 
not  like  to  hear,  because  it  means  they  should  do  something,  and  people  do  not 
like  to  do  things  that  are  good  for  them.   People  will  rjump  at  the  change  to  do 
all  sorts  of  things  that  are  wrong  for  them,  but  give  them  something  to  choose 
that  will  change  their  entire  lives,  and  be  the  best  thing  they  could  ever  do, 
and  they  will  refuse  it.  'This  is  rather  strange  when  we  think  of  it,  but  if 
you  read  your  Bible  with  any  regularity,  you  will  soon  discover  that  this  is 
what  man  has  done  since  time  immemorial.   Je3us  said  unless  you  become  like  a 
little  child  and  become  converted,  meaning  changed,  or  turned  around,  you  will 
not  see  the  kingdom  of  heaven.   He  was  saying  that  it  takes  the  attitude  of  a 
child  to  really  understand  this.   It  takes  the  complete  trusting,  the  complete 
o'  dience  that  a  dutiful  child  will  render  to  its  parent.   It  takes  the  unclutter 
ed  mind  of  a  child.   A  mind  that  is  not  filled  with  all  of  the  philosophies,  and 
isms  of  the  world.   A  mind  that  is  concerned  only  with  being  right  with  God. 
at  we  need  today.   The  "C"  of  Conversion.   (Illustration  of  what 


Patrick  Henry  concluded  his  will  with..) 

out  Christ,  you  cannot  he  happy.   I  helieve  this  is  what  we  need  to  know 

and  to  share  -  '     lerica  in  this  our  200th  year. 

The  second  letter  is  the  letter  "I"  and  this  should  stand  for  Intercession. 

Our  nation  has  achieved  its  greatness  and  world  stature  basically  because  our 

founding  fathers  were  men  of  great  faith  in  God.  And  great  faith  in  God  only 

comes  from  great  praying  or  intercession.   But  gradually  we  have  become  a  nation 

have  no 
of  self-sufficient  people.   We  GfcsxiBst  need  of  anything  or  anyone  beyond  ourselves 

But  our  self-sufficiency  is  fast  coming  to  an  end.   We  are  beginning  to  realize 
that  we  defend  upon  many  people  in  many  parts  of  the  world  for  our  daily  ex- 
istence.  We  c?n  no  longer  isolate  ourselves  from  the  world  and  remain  the 
selfish  Americans  we  have  been.   -Jut  along  with  this  new  knowledge  that  we  are 
not  completely  self-sufficient,  we  need  to  acknowle d         re  have  a  need  for 
help,  which  can  only  come  fr      igher  source.   This  of  course  is  God,  an'.. 
ne    to  get  back  to  the  praying  nation  we  once  were  at  our  founding. 
God  said  to  the  Jewish  people,  "Turn  from  your  evil  ways,  and  keep  my  command- 
ments and  my  stautes,  according  to  all  the  law  which  I  commanded  your  fathers, 
and  which  I  sent  to  you  by  my  servants  the  prophets."   lie  could  very  well  be 
saying  exactly  the  same  thing  to  us  in  our  nation  today.   God  commanded  our 
fathers  to  found  our  nation  on  Biblical  principles,  and  we  have  been  blessed 
with  wealth  and  prosperity  beyond  measure.   This  meant  that  we  were  once  a 
people  who  spent  tine  in  aarnest  prayer. 
(Illustration  of  Lanthier  and  prayer) 

This  is  what  we  need  to  do  today.   We  need  to  learn  how  to  pray  again,  and  how 
to  place  things  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  let  Him  take  care  of  our  destinies. 
The  3rd  letter  is  "A"  and  it  should  stand  for  Application.   We  need  to  apply 
certain  principles  in  the  running  of  our  nation.   ,/e  have  a  certain  group  of 
p   lie  in  our  governments  who  believe  that  we  can  get  along  with  godless  people 
and  it  makes  no  difference  that  they  do  not  believe  in  a  power  Higher  than  them- 

g elves. 

(Illustration  of  Peaceful  Co-existence,  bear  and  lamb) 
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We  need  to  understand  that  oust  like  the  Jewish  people  of  old  who  were  swallowed 
ur  y  the  Assyrians,  we  too  can  and  will  he  swallowed  up  by  the  Russians  and' 
the  Chinese  by  letting  them  lull  us  Into  a  sense  of  false  security.   The  ultimate 
aim  of  Communism  is  to  overthrow  Democracy  and  this  is  still  their  goal.  I  was 
reading  with  interest  a  short  r "      ■   of  the  visit  a  minister  made  to  Moscow. 
He  told  of  how  he  went  to  the  Kremlin  and  stood  in  line  to  gotnrougo  the  tomb 
of  Lenin,   He  explained  about  Lenin's  life  and  how  he  was  obsessed  with  the 
idea  of  the  world  being  ruled  by  the  working  man.  He  explained  how  Lenin  was 
embalmed  when  he  died,  and  was  re-embalmed  3  years  ago  and  placed  bad:  in  the 
coffin  with  a  glass  lid,  for  all  the  world  to  see.  I  thought  of  how  he  believed 
he  was  some  sort  of  Saviour,  but  thank  God  he  is  oust  as  dead  as  any  other 
self-styled  God.   God  has  a  way  of  stepping  in  and  circumventing  the  schemes  and 
ambitions  of  men. 

But  the  warning  is  still  there  that  man  must  turn  from  their  evil  ways  and  live 
at        1  have  then  to  live.  ie   seem  to  be  following  a  course  that  many  other 
nations  have  followed  which  led  to  their  eventual  downfall  and  disappearance 
from  world  leadership,  and  that  is  the  placing  of  all  of  our  trust  and  re- 
liance in  leaders.   We  look  to  Washington  to  solve  all  of  EufcE  our  ills  and 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place  will  take  care  of  us  with  money,  and  food 
stamps  and  all  of  the  other  good  things  of  life. 
(Illustration  of  Henry  Grady) 

The  American  home  is  still  the  place  where  the  America  dream  begins,  and  comes 
true.   It  is  still  that  godly  father  and  mother,  rearing  god  fearing,  Christ 
loving  children  that  is       to  turn  the  tide  of  the  times. 

I  submit  to  you  that  we  need  the  "CIA"  in  America,  but  that  it  be,  "Conversion, 
Intercession,  and  Application."   This  is  better  than  any  other  organisation 
which  can  be  used  for  spying  or  subversion  in  other  nations,  because  this  is 
f   ~-3i  based  upon  God  and  what  He  would  have  us  do.   But  I  submit  to  ?/ou  this 
morning  that  "CIA"  could  and  should  stand  for  "CHRIST  I         ."   Christ,  in 
the  lives  of  every  person.   Christ  in  the  hearts  of  all  Americans „      And  Christ 
accepted  as  our  only  Saviour.   The  Saviour  that  oil  government  leaders  from  the 


ident  on  clovm.   Christ,  your  Saviour  and  mine. 

to  bear  as  a  nation  and  a  people  the  words  of  the  Lord:  "Turn  ye  from 
[your  evil  ways,  and  keep  my  commandments  and  my  statutes,  according  to  all  the 
lav;  which  I  commanded  your  fathers,  and  which  I  sent  to  you  by  my  servants  the 
prophets." 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OP  CHRIST 
butler,    pennsylvani  a 
Pentecost    (Whitsunday)  June   6,     '976 

The  Rev.    Ralph   C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Ellen  Faster,    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER    FOR  HOLY   CQWUNION    10:0^  A.M. 
Prelude  "A  Song  of  Hope"  Mueller 

•Processional   Hymn   Wo.     184  t,All   hail  the    power  of  Jesus' 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen  name" 

*Alternate  Order   of  Holy   Communion  Pace   3^ 
Scripture  Acts   ki    23"~37 

Hymn  No.    I  S3       "Holy  Spirit,    Truth  Divine" 
•Apostles  Creed 
•Gloria   Patri 
Announcements 
Offer  i  no 

Offertory      "Offertory   on  Mercy"  Gottschalk 

Saxophone  Sqlo        "In  the  Garden"  RoL   Thompson 

Sermon  "THE  MODEL" 

Sermon  Prayer   and   Lord's   Prayer 

Communion  Hymn  No.    3>k\    "Here,   0  my   Lord,    I    see   Thee 
face:   to  face;" 
•Page  33   Alternate  Order   for   Holy  Communion 

The  Communion:   (All  retain  elements   until  all  a*e  served) 
•Prayer   or   Thanksgiving 
*The  Hymn   of   Thanksgiving      191      "Breathe  on  me,    Breath 

df  God" 
•Benedict  ion 
•Threefold  Amen 

•Postluoe  "Agincouht  Hymn"  Wjllan 

---------  *Cqngregat ion   Standing  ------- 

The  Elders   and  Ofacons  will  serve   communion   today  - 
they   include:      Walter  Harmon,    Chet  Sta.uf'-er,   Charles 
Penar,    Bill  Pflugh  and   Norma  Knauer. 
Elder   and  Mrs.    Paul  Richer  will  represent  Council   at 

the  door  t-^day. 
We    invite   all  Christians   regardless   of   denomination 

to  partake  of   the   Load's   supper   i«ith  us. 
?lease  fill  out  a  communion  card   so   that  our  church1 s 
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RECORDS     ARE    ACCURATE.        Ynu     WILL     F t ND     THEM     IN    THE 

RECEPTACLE     ON    THE    SACK    OF     THE     PEWS  • 

If  VISITORS  WILL  PUT  EITHER  THE  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  OF 
THEIR  CHURCH  OR  THE! A  PASTOR'S  NAME  AND  ADaRESS  ON 
THE     BACK    OF    THE     COMMUNION     CARD,      IT     WILL     BE     FORWARDED. 

Hospitalized;     Mrs,   Bert  Kanufr   (ICU), 

Mr.    Gale   Le  i  ghton.  —  //>  *v 
Nursery  will  be  provided   today   by:      Jean  Fencil, 

Dru   Rensel   and   Patty  McWilliams. 
The  attendance    last   Sunday  was    173. 

Tonight  -  7:0°  -  Building  Planning  Committee  meeting. 
'Monday  -   7:30  -  Holy   Communion   (Altar)    for   those   that 

cannot   be   here  today, 
Monhay  -  7*3^  "   Final  meeting  of  Women's  Mary  Prugh 

Ci rcle* 
Don't  forget   to   reserve  June  27  -  Church  Family  Picnic 

at  the  Miller  Shelter  -  Butler  Memorial  Park. 

Things  will  bcqi'j  at  2:00,    Supper   at  5=30  -  NMETHINS 

going   on  until   dark.    (Read   your  Newsletter) 
Kay  Mosrjs   wculd   like  to    play   your   favorite   hymn 

sometime   w'hen  she   can  -  prop   a   note    in   the  offering 

plate,   oh   drop    it  off  at   the  office  and   it  w|ll  be 

given  to  her,   or  you  may  give   it   to  her  yourself, 
The  Flo'"er  Ck^rt   is   being   passed  to^av  •   Flower   per 

Sunday   ib  still  $8.00. 
Vacation   Bible  School  will  coming  up   real  soon   noy*  - 

ib  your  child   registered.      the    information   is   needed 

so  material   and  suff-lles    can  be  purchased. 

It    "ILL    RUN    FROM    JUNE     fU    THRU      IS    AND     FROM    21     THRU    2$> 

from  9:00  until  I  1  :3Q  P.M. 
If  you  know  of  anyone  graduating  from  High  School, 

Community  College,  Trade  School  or  College  please 

leave  u3  know  before  next  week. 
The  Confirmation  pictures  are  in  -  please  pick  yours 

up  today  if  you  possibly  can. 


When  the  Prelude  music  begins,  we  should  begin  to 
meditate  and  commune  with  God  through  the  music,  and 
through  the  thoughts  the  music  evokes  in  our  hearts. 
Jn  the  Church  service  it  is  the  Hegjnni ng  of  the 
Worship  and  a  time  to  prepare  us  for  Worship* 

Thursday  -  7:00  -  Youth  Group  meeting  at  the  Church. 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 

Bg  TLET7  r      PE  NNS  V  LVA  N  J  A 

Holy   Communion  June  7.    ^ 976 

The   Rev,    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choi  a  Ci  rector 

ORDER   fOR  HOLY    C0MMJNInN     7:30   P.M. 

*Hvmn  No.    138     "Holy  Spirit,    Truth  Divine" 
•abcr i ption 
* Invocat ional  Prayer 
Scripture  I    Corn.    11:20-39 

Communion  Hymn  No.    jUl    "Here,    0  my  Lono,     I    bee 
Offering  Thfe  face  to   face" 

•Alternate  Order  of  Communion       Page  J2 

The  Communion 
"Prayer   of  Thanksgiving 
•Hymn  of  Thanksgiving  No.    191    "Breathe  on  me,    Breath 

of  Goo" 
*8rNEni ct ion 
•Threefold  Amen 
•Postlupe 

-  —  "Congregations  Standing  

Elders   and  Deacons  serving  Communion  this   evening 
are:      Rolano   Thompson,    Howahq  Bo  lam,    Ann  Williams 
and  John  Reoman, 
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when  they  had  prayed,  the  plac         :en  where  they  wer      ibled  together; 
and  they  were  £xJl1bj&  all  filled  with  the  holy  Spirit,  and  they  spoke  the  word  off 
God  with  boldness,   And  the  multitude  of  those  that  believed  were  of  one  heart 
and  one  soul;  neither  said  any  of  them  that  any  of  the  things  &kx^hskekxe£  whic  h 
he  possessed  was  his  own;  but  they  had  all  things  in  eommon. 

Models  SKEKKxtaa  such  as  this (airplane ,  boat,  car,  or  whatever),  serve  to  let  us 
see  what  the  real  thing  looks  like.  There  are  many  models  which  we  have  in  life/ 

.•  model  is  the  idea  of  marriage  and  what  a  model  wife  or  husband  should 
be  li  :e.    hat  reminds  ne  of  the  ;:tory  of  a  man  who  after  he  was  married,  m 
the  statement  to  his  wife,  "how  that  we  are  married  dear,  perhaps  I'll  be  per- 
mitted to  point  out  a  few  of  your  faults."   The  wife  replied,  "That  won't  be 
necessary.   I  know  then  all  ton  well.   Uhey  kept  me  from  getting  a  better  man 
than  you."   ./ell  needless  to  say,  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  i&E  what  we  think 
the  model  should  be,  and  sometimes  what  it  actually  is. 

Bu   rfhen  it  comes  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  there  is  no  problem  with  what 
the  model  is  or  what  is  should  be.   The  model  is  pointed  out  in  God's  Word  and 
we  only  need  to  search  the  :criptures  to  find  it.   Our  scripture  for  this  morn- 
ing contained  the  information  regarding  the  Model  Church. 

Peter  and  John  had  been  arrested  by  the  same  rulers,  the  Ganhedrin,  who  had 
sought  and  gotten  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus.   They  were  alarmed  that  these  two 
fanatics  were  going  to  cause  the  same  problems  this  Jesus  of  Nzareth  had  caused. 
So  the  natural  thing  was     st  them  out  of  circulation  for  a  while.   It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  this  is  the  same  later  who  a  short  time  ago  had  com- 
pletely denied  Jesus,  and  had  taken  the  coawrds  way  out  of  the  situation. 
But  now  we  are  told  in  verse  2?  of  this  chapter  that  it  was  the  boldness  of 
Peter  and  John  that  caught  the  attention  of  the  authorities.   After  spending 
a  night  in  prison  they  were  released  and  they  cane  to  the  other  disciples  and 
t<   I  them  of  the  things  that  had  happened  to  them.   After  relating  their  story 
the  company  of  them  united  in  prayer.      '  acknowledged  in  their  prayer  the 
power  and  sovereignty  of  God,  and  then  they  asked  that  even  though  they  were 
being  threatened,  that  they  could  have  the  boldness  to  s;  irist. 


r 
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we  read  that  their  prayers  were  answered,  for  the  place  was  shaken  '..'here 
th   were  assembled.  Here  it  is  at  this  $$.   51st  verse  that  the  model  for  the 
church  is  to  be  found.   It  reads,  "And  when  they  had  prayed."  In  other  words 
the  Church  should  always  be  a   "aying  community.  Someone  asked  me  just  recently 
if  we  had  a  Prayer  Meeting  in       urch.   I  answered  no,  but  I  wan      et  one 

■■ted  sometime  in  the  near  future.  Prayer  Meetings  are  a  thing  of  the  past 
we  are  told.   But  are  they  really?   Isn't  it  more  of  a  fact  that  we  have  gotten 
lazy  In  our  KkstKffkss  congregations  and  cannot  be  bothered  with  something  like 
this?   Isn't  it  more  of  a  fact  that  our  outside  activities  have  taken  precedence 
over  our  spiritual  lives?   Isn't  It  more  of  a  fact  that  we  are  not  people  of 
gre.it  prayer  and  this  becomes  evident  in  a  group  where  we  nay  be  asked  to  pray? 
Isn't  it  more  of  a  fact  that  we  are  embarrassed  by  prayer  and  our  lack  of  under- 
standing how  and  when  to  pray?   I  believe  that  terely  turned  the  prayer 
department  over  to  the  clergy,  because  once  again  :   '  "or  it, 
ai   as  such  are  my  spokemen  to  God.   It  is  easier  this  way,  and  I  can  do  what 
I  v;ant  without  feeling  a  sense  of  responsibility  in  this  department.   But  there 
Isn't  a  person  who  ks±±x  answers  to  the  name  of  Christian,  who  shouldn't  be  able 
to  pray  in  a  public  prayer  meeting.   There  isn't  a  one  of  us  here  this  rnorni: 
who  should  ever  be  embarrassed  by  prayer.   It  is  prayer  that  is  the  backbone 
of  our  lives.   Or  it  should  be.   How  else  can  we  communicate  witta  >ur  ?ather  and 

eanseE*  to  receive  the  things  we  need?  We  cannot  receiver,  unless  we  ash. 

British  Columbia        thatt  too  often  he  treated  God  like  a 
A  missionary  to  ifaKEKHKSSxisiaK!*  tells  K*xte^xhJ^3^KKHaCxl^xais*xSS^ExaDC^KH^rx 
penny-pinching  miser.   He  said  if  I  ask  God  for  peanuts,  I  get  peanuts;  but 
H±HsftKEsxxSBXOTiita±katocxte 
when  I  treat        5  the  great  God  that  He  is,  He  acts  like  the  Eing  of  Kings. 

i   hymn  tells  us,  "large  petitions  with  thee  bring,  thou  art  coming  to  a  king." 

The  next  thing  we  read  is  that  the  place  was  shaken.   There  are  some  who  inter- 
pret this  as  being  an  earthquake,   lerhaps  it  was,  or  maybe  it  wasn't.   But  one 
r'  ng  is  certain,  and  that  i±  is,  there  was  a  visible  change  which  came  upon 
them.   If  it  wasn't  an  ear       3  all  around  that  area,  it  was  a  shaking  of  the 
place  they  were  in.   It  was  again  at  this  point       hey  were  visibly  motivated 
by  the  holy  Spirit  and  once  again  fchey  had  the  boldness  to  spea       rospel 
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of  Jesus  Christ.   This  is  what  the  Church  universal  needs  today,  and  this  is 

wl   -  each  ca     ;ation  needs.   To  be  shaken  visibly  by  the  truth  of  God's  Word. 

'To  be  convicted  down  to  the  last  person  within  that  congregation  that  God  is 

sovereign  and  that  we  should  stop  treating  Him  like  He  was  a  little  old  man 

who  is  senile  and  needs  to  be  pampered  and  appeased  by  our  wishy-washy  faith 

we  show  to  Him.   Each  congregation  needs  to  seek  the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

not  in  some  wild  and  wierd  manner,  but  that  we  are  able  to  step  forth  into  our 

towns  and  communities  and  speak  to  those  who  are  unChristian  and  unchurched, 

and  not  be  ashamed  to  do  It.  fo   have  the  boldness  that  can  only  come  from  the 

Holy  /.irit  within  us,  which  God  supplies  for  our  needs. 

This  is  the  comparison  to  the  early  Church  and  the  Church  of  today.   Ask  in 

.onally 
many  of  our  congregations  how  many  people  within  that  congregation  have  led 

another  person  to  the  Lord,  and  you  will  receive  blank  stares,  and  perhaps  even 
. '; "-,  because  you  are  asking  something  only  those  fanatical  churches  do. 
look  at  those  Churches  others  poke  fun  at  and  you  will  see  they  are  the 
ones  who  are  growing,  and  the  staid,  and  prim  and  proper,  and  dignified,  and 
formalized,  and  pietized  churches  are  losing  members  and  can't  figure  it  out. 
It  is  the  job  of  every  person  within  a  congregation  who  za±±s  call  themselves 
Christians  to  lead  others  to  that  Christ.   This  is  how  the  early  Church  grew 
until  it  enveloped  almost  all  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Jewish  authorities  made  the 
statement  that  these  men  had  turned  the  world  upside  down. 

In  the  52nd  verse  we  read  that       ultitufie  of  them  were  of  one  heart  and  one 
soul."   This  means  they  were  united.   They  were  not  split  down  the  middle  and 
each  one  clinging  to  a  little  faction  here,  or  a  little  faction  there.   But 
instead,  the:/  believed  alike,  they  felt  alike,  and  they  all  did  the  same  things, 
This  is  what  any  congregation  needs,  and  needs  it  badly.   Bo  congregation  that 
is  going  to  grow  and  develop  and  expand  can  afford  to  be  split  into  little 
f   ctions  or  groups.  You  cannot  have  a  little  gropus  of  people  who  will  follow 
the  Pastor,  and  a  little  group  of  people  who  will  try  to  circumvent  anything 
he  does  and  expect  to  have  unity.   It  must  be  a  divided  effort  by  all  or  it 
will  fail.   Jesus  said  a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand.   This 
applies  in  church,  in  governement,  in  the  home  and  everywhere  e] 
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Ihere  must  be  unity  or  there  is  chaos.   Everyone  must  pull  together,  or  the 
co1   -egation  is  going  to  flail.   It  is  when  there  is  disunity  and  disharmony 
within  a  co-      'ion  that  satan  is  able  to  do  his  greatest  work.   He  works  the 

sst  where  he  has  a  toehold.   And  he  has  a  toehold  where  people  are  unwilling 
to  accept  and  do  what  God  commands  and  demands  we  do.   It  is  satan  who  works 
through  us  to  put  the  monkey  wrenches  Into  plans  that  need  to  be  made,  and  ad- 
vances that  needs  to  be  taken.   It  is  satan  who  motivates  us  to  stop   ■  ress 
and  to  stand  still.   To  congregation  can  afford  to  let  satan  ru&e  its  members 
and  all  members  need  to  turn  to  God  and  ask  Him  to  help  us  to  overcome  the 
wiles  of  the  devil. 
Then  we  read  in  the  J2nd  verse,  "Neither  said  any  of  them  that  any  of  the  things 

' 3h  he  possessed  was  his  own;  but  they  had  all  things  in  common."   They  ac- 
knowledged that  all  that  they  sxaadsara  had  belonged  to  God.   There  isn't  one 
thing  that  we  actually  own  in  this  life.   '.,;e  may  say  this  is  my  house,  or 
Cr        have  yHHK  you  ever  seen  anyone  being  taken  to  the  cemetary  with  his 
house  or  his  car  going  with  him?  Have  you  ever  seen  a  Brinks  truck  following 

althy  man  being  buried?  There  is  not  one  thing  on  this  earth  that  we  will 
take  out  of  it  when  we  die.  Yet  we  all  live  like  these  things  mu  "  fcept  and 
hung  on  to.  Ask  people  to  contribute  more  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  and  you  will 
find  out  h  :.  i  belongs  to  God  and  how  much  belongs  to  us.  People  are  good 
stewards  of  keeping  what  belongs  to  God  and  using  it  only  for  themselves.  Irfe 
need  to  take  some  lessons  from  the  model  of  the  early  Church  and  follow  their 

.ling  In  this.   "They  had  all  things  In  common,"  meant  that  they  sha  ed  together 
what  they  had.   Tv,is  doesn't  mean  that  we  should  go  home  and  start  taking  furn- 
iture over  to  our  neighbors  and  using  theirs.   It  means  that  they  ere  stewar 
of  all  that  God  had  given  to  them.   They  were  willing  to  pool  their  resources 
and  to  use  all  that  they  had  to  the  glory  of  God. 

model  of  the  Tew  Testament  Church  was  not  given  by  God  as  a  supreme  example 
which  would  be  completely  unattainable  in  the  succeeding  years,  but  as  an  ex- 
ample for  the  future  church  to  copy  and  expand  upon. 
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(Illustration  of  1st  time  fire  in  the  church) 

Thit   s  what  we  need  in  every  congregation.   I  do  not  mean  an  actual  fire,  but 
the  fire  of  enthusiasm.  The   fire  that  cones  from  people  who  have  been  filled 
by  the  Holy  3pirit  of  God,  and  have  caught  fire  in  their  lives.   This  is  what 
happened  at  Pentecost ,  and  this  is  what  needs  to  happen  to  the  Church  today. 
"The  Model"  is  still  operative  today  for  any  congregation  that  wants  to  have  it. 
Let  us  today  begin  toward  tkzs  making  this  Church  that  model.  Let's  pray  that 
this  place  and  us  are  shaken,  let  us  stand  forth  with  a  boldness  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  here,  and  in  the  community.   Let  us  be  of  one- -heart  and 
one  mind,  united  in  the  common  cause  of  moving  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  ahead 
by  growth  and  love  for  each  other.   Let  us  know  and  believe  that  all  we  are,  an  d 

e  have  belongs  to  God  that  we  do  not  cheat  Him  out  of  what  belongs  to  Him. 
Let  us  share  together  the  things  of  the  spirit  and      '  i  love  as  His  children. 


ST\    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Layman's  Sunday  June   if 3t    '976 

The  Rev*   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 

Mr,    William  Ohl,    Youth   Of  hector  -  Guest  Speaker 
Mrs.    Kav  Morris,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Ellen  Master,    Brian  Kennedy  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  10:00  A.M, 
Prelude:                  "Rhosymeore"  R«   Vaughan-Willi amb 

Please  remain  silent   when  the  Prelude   begins 

•Processional  Hymn  No.   4-3   "When  morning  gilos  the  skies" 

"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

*f_*hortati  on 

'Confession    On  Unison)    fl0  Goo,  who  hast  taught  us   that 

WE     ARE    MEMBERS     ONE     OF    ANOTHER,     AND    HAST     ORDAINED    OUR 
BROTHERHOOD     IN    THE     BONO    OF    THY     SPIRIT;     REMOVE,     W'E     BESEECH 
THEE,      FROM    AMONG     UB     ALL    DISTRUSTS     AND     BITTERNESS     IN 
INDUSTRIAL    DISPUTES,      AND     ALL    OCCASION    OF    DISCONTENT;     THAT 
SEEKING    'WHAT     13    JUST    ftND     EqUAL,      ANO     CARtNG    FOR    THE     NEEDS 
QF    OTHERS,     NE    MAY     LIVE    AND     WORK    TOGETHER     IN    BROTHERLY 
CONCORD     AND     LOVE]     THROUGH    -E-US    ChRI ST    OUR     LORD.         AMEN. " 

*Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

•Layman;      f0   Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:     And  our  mouth  shall  sho1*1  forth  thv  praise 
•Doxolqgy 
Scripture:  John  8:   3'"5' 

Hymn  No,    3&"9       "Rise  up,   0  men  of  Sod.1" 
•Affirmation  of   Faith      (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

L»\ymam:      The  Lord   be  *ith  you. 
People.      And  with  thy   spirit. 
Layman:      Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer   Response 
Offering 

Offertory :  "Psalm"  Young 

"\iet.  "Precious   Lord,    Take  my  Hand"  Dorsev 

bung  9V  Dutch  and  Howdy  Bolam 


Sermon:  rtBlG  D" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No*    BO?   "Jesus   calls  ua:   o'er  the 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen  tumult*1 

Organ  Pqstluoes      "Rejoice*    Ye  Pure   in  Heart11       Willan 

______  "congregation  standing  -  -  - 

The   Lovely   Floors  ok  the  Altar  have   seen   placed   by 

Clara  and   Florence  Shakely    i n  memory  of   "Loved  Oncs" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today   are:      *Wally  Feder,    John  Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,    Hers   Shearer  and   Steve  Varqo 
Pres.    and  Mrs.    Paul  Pfabe  will   represent  Council  at  the 

OOOR  THtS  MORNING- 
We  VtSH  TO  CONGRATULATE  THOSE  WHO  ARE  GRADUATING  AND 

give   you  our  Best  Wishes   for   the  future. 
College!      Steve  Barton,     Indiana  Univ.    of  Fa, ;   Sandra 

Cottage  -  Slippery  Rock   State   (Jan.    %~f&)i   Gayle  Herrit - 

DuquEBNE  Univ.;   Thomas  Riemer  -  Univ.   of  Ctm*.    Ohio, 

Pamela  Tait  -  Slippery   Rock  State  College. 
Community  College  -  Deborah  Melton, 
High  School:      Sue  Hollefreund.    Lloyd   Link   (Knoch  High)* 

Debbie  MgBride,    Linda  Pfabe,   Marlene  Riemer, 

Bi ll  Thompson. 
Nursery  will  be   prdvcded   today  av :      Judy   Snyder, 

Isabel  Hockenserry   and  Wary  Dellen. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  was  2^3* 

Hospitalized!      Earl  Wogan   (Wax)    Care),   Mrs.    Bert  Knauer» 
Tonight  -  7:3°  ~  *  special  meeting  of  the   Budget   ano 

Finance  Committee. 
Vacation  Bible  School  starts    tomorrow  at   9;0°  A.M. 

Cookies  are   needed   for   V.B.S.    and  this    is  to  remind 

THOSE    WHO     SIGNED    UP     TO     SR  I  NG    THEM. 

Mrs.  Hughes  (INellje)  is  living  temporarily  at  3'3  c- 
Pearl  St.  This  is  the  apartment  of  Mrs.  Pearl  Palmer, 
(2nd  floor).  Mrs,  Hughes  would  like  some  visitors 
from  time  to  time. 

We  wish  to  thank  Elder  Chet  Stauffer  and  Deaconess 
Wrb.  Norma  Knauer  for  assisting  with  the  Service  today. 

Our  thanks  to  William  Ohl  for  bringing  the  message  today 
in  the  absence  of  our  Minister* 

Rev.  ano  Mrs.  Link,  Mrs.  Ann  Williams  and  Mrs ,  Alma 
klllfan  (delegates)  will  be  home  th 1  b  evening  after 
a  weekend  at  duguebne  university  for  the  p.w.  conf, 

The  Flower  Chart  will  se  circulated  again  toda" 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Penwsvlvani  a 

SeCOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  PeNTECOST  JUNE  ?0,   I  9/^ 

Thf   Rev.    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 

Mrs.    Kay  Morris,   Organist-  Mrs.    Kittv  Feper,    Sub,   ( 

Mr.    Ralph  Copper,    Choir  Director 

Shelly  HocKcweeRRv,    Randy  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I^fOO  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Ariso™  Handell 

Please  be  silent  when   the   Prelude  music   begjns 

•Process  toiMAL  Hvmn  No,    69   "God  of  the   glorious   sunshine" 

*ascri ption 

•exhortation 

•Confess  ion  (In  Unison)  "0  God,  who  makest  tmvself  known 
in  the  stlllnebs;  let  us  feel  thv  presence  in  this  sacred 
plage;  wake  us  to  be  of  the  company  of  brave  saints  ^ho 

HAVE    VOHSHIPPED     HERE     IN     SPjHIT     ANT      IN    TRUTH!     THROUGH    THE 
VOICES     OF     MEN    ANP     THE     INSTRUMENTS     OF     FRAlSE     GIVE    US     TO 
LIFT    OUR     HEART    TO     THEEj     AND     SO,     0    Lqrd,      PURIFY     OUR     LIVES 
THATt     GOING       FORTH     INYO     THE     WORLD,     V'E    MAY    GO     IN    THV 

STRENGTH     AND     IN    THY     LOVE;     THROUGH    JetSUS     CHRIST     OUR    LORD, 

Amen.  " 

•KVRlE  (Chq ] R,  CoNGREGAT ION  AND  PASTOR) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

'0   Lord  open   our   l)ps„ 

And   our  mouth   shall  show  fourth  thy   praise 


"Pastor: 

•People : 

*[>0*QLOGY 

Scripture ; 

Hvmn  No.    3?3 


I    Samuel   3 I 
"Jesus,    Thy   boundless    love   to  me" 
♦Affirmation  of  Faith      (Apostles'    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to   Prayer 

*Pa$tcr:      The   Lord   be  with  you. 
•People:     And  with  thy  spirit. 
•Pastor:      Let  us   Ppay. 
Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertory :  "Berceuse"  A.    I ljenskv 

Trio!        "Let   There   be  Peace   on  Earth™   - 

Norabel  Cooper,    Doris  Angeloni,   Cvndie   Sybert 


Sermon;  "HOW  TO  GET   FLEAS" 

Praver  ANr   Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  qf  Dedication  No.   ?7'    "0   u*e;sus»    I    have   promised" 
*BeneoIctjon   and  Three    Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlupe : 

---------  *congregat i  on  standing  ------ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  bv 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Penar  in  memory  of  Pam  Pflugh. 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  are!   Bob  Dellen,  Chpis  Pfase, 

ErIAN  Pj^ABE,  AND  STEVE  BaSEHORE. 

Elder  and  Mrs.   Roland   Thompson  will  represent   Council 

at   the  door  today. 

Nursery  will   be  provided  today   by!  Martha   Dereweckj, 
Doris   Zavacky,    and  Nancy   Lfnk. 
>-ALL   OF   THE   LQO^E  OFFERING   TODAY   WfLL   GO    TO    "WEALS   ON 

WHEELS11 

►a  cookie  sheet    is   being    passed   this  morning  -  so    that 

the   Vacation   Bible  School  students  will  have   a   treat 

THIS    COMING   week.       If   there  are   any  over    thev  TWILL   be 

TAKEN     TO     THE     PICNIC.        — ■     2-*-V»         +*£&M         A  £' A '  ^ 

Vacation  Biple   School   -  Won,    thru   Thurs.    9-1  I i^O. 
9  1Ve  wish  to  extend  our   Congratulations  to  Mr.    &  Mrs. 
Edgar   Hampton,     1 00  Patterson  Ave.    on   their  50th 
Wedding  Anniversary  -  Wed,    June  £3.    ffc.  p7tx><    //jV*v*t 
^Hospitalized:      Mr.    Earl  "-'qgan,    Mrs*    Bert  Knauer>/^«-  cvi/*«./r 
1  CHURCH   FAjdl  LV   PICNIC:     will  be  held   next  Sunday  -  27thV*j, 
at    the  Miller   Shelter    in  Butler  Memorial  Park.      Th  i  ngs\  %± 
will  begin   at  cmoo  and   continue  on  until   dark,  \** 

Supper  WILL   be   at   5:3^  P.M.      Swimming,    contests, 

GAM.ES  t  ETC,  WfLL  BE  ON  THE  AGENDA.    Br  I  NG  A  WELL  FILLED 

picnic  sasket   and  join    in  the   fellowship    and   fun. 

Leverage   and  dessert  will   se   fr.ovj.ped* 
The   attendance   last   Sunday  was    163* 
Elder   Chester   Stauffer  will   be    installed   today     and 
Elder   Paul  Riemer  will   be  ordained,  to   fill   the  un- 
expired   TERMS    OF    ELrERS. 

Butler  Co.    has    received   Federal   Funds    to  provide   free 
wl nter i zat ion  to   homeowners   over  60  yrs.    op    age.      the 
people   should  own  their  own  home   and   reside   there. 
a   person   livinfi  along  should   have  an   income  under. 
$3,500.      an   elderly  couple  could   have   an   income  maximum 
of   i4f625.      Please   feel   free   to  call  2S2-71S0  with 

QUESTIONS     THAT     YOU    MJGK.T    HAVE. 


teHflTX   CHARGE— THE  UNITED   CHOE0H   OF  CHRIST 

Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Trinity  Church,  New  Bloomfield    9:00  A.M. 
Christ  Church,  Duncannon        10: JO  A.K. 


THE   ORDER  OF  WORSHIP 


May  20,  1973 


The  Organ  Prelude 

"The  Hymn  of  Praise  69 

•The  Call  to  Worship 

"The  Prayer  of  Confession  (Unison) 

Almighty  God,  Spirit  of  purity  ind  grace, 
whose  dwelling  is  with  the  Jumble  and  eon- 
trite  heart,  hear  thy  children's  confession 
of  sin  rind  grant  us  thy  nercy.   For  all 
that  has  been  evil  in  our  lives,  for  unholy 
thoughts  and  iapure  notives,  for  any  scorn 
of  goodness,  trifling  with  truth,  and  in- 
difference to  beauty,  for  all  our  wanderings 
from  the  better  way;  in  the  none  of  Christ 
our  Lord.   Alien. 
•Tiie  Kyrie 
♦The  Assurance  of  Pardon 

The  Scripture  John  15 : 18-2? 

"The  Gloria  Patri 

The  Anthem  (Trinity) 

The  Pastoral  Prayer 

The  Choral  Response  (Trinity) 

The  Receiving  of  Tithes  and  Offerings 

♦The  Doxology 

*The  Offering  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 

Reception  of  New  Members  (Trinity) 

The  Hymn  of  Meditation  275 

The  Sernon  "Guilty  By  Association! " 

The  Sermon  Prayer 

♦The  Hymn  of  Response  271 

"The  Benediction 

"The  Threefold  Amen 

•The  Postlude 

•Congregation  Stands 


GENERAL  ANIJOUNCEMENTLi 

The  Crusade  for  Christ  in  the  Buncannon  area 
will  begin  this  evening  at  7:30  PM  in  our 
church  and  continue  each  evening  through 
Thursday  May  24a.   There  will  be  a  different 
speaker  each  evening  as  well  as  special  music 
and  sinking  groups.   Tonight  is  Youth  Night. 
Let  us  support  these  services  with  our  presence 
and  our  prayers.   This  is  an  event  for  the 
Trinity  Charge. 

TRINITY  CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

fl*at.        io.o.       of        O*"-  ^  ■*-//* 

We  cordially  welcome  ae  new  nembers  this 
morning  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Shearer,  Vance 
Shearer  and  Lou  .am  Shearer. 

There  will  be  a  family  congregational  dinner 
on  Sunday  June  10»  at  6:30  I'M. 
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low  to  tier  j?'xeas" 
Text-:   1     Jam  51:8, 

>,-.!  t      ,;;;■;?  i  -.,,.>  oi;  -J':'..:     ■::■■',  "  ^  ■    "  ■■     .jtt.Tj^ti 
*";     "o     -t-t      .pr-nr.     ;T^TTT,T]^T    TILBY    FOUND    SaUL   &   HIS    3 
.    FALLEN   Ii;    HT.    5ILB  A  "" 

_..ture:    1     >am  31 

(Illus  Great  otone  .Face)  this  examp  Gilt  By  Associa 
ouml  1nce  say  UN  UUv.'U  WITH  DOGS, GET  UP 

1  Gilt  By  Assoc  &  Can  get  Fleas  negativ/positiv 
Scripture  this  AM  classic  examp  negativ  Fleas 
..icripture 
Tale  prov  no  else/prov  wen  man  sin  He  harm  others 

an   say,I-only  harm  self"   But  duz  he?   Duznot  perhap 
harm  wife, family, children, friends? 
Saul  sons ,Abinadab, Jonathan, Melchishua  die  Bcuz  bin 
Jonathan  good  son, loyal   son, obedient s   son 
How  many  men, women  execute   Bcuz   Gilt  By  Assoc? 
R  we  not   all  Gilt  Bcuz   ^fathers   got   Fleas,-,  we   hav 
E  we  not  heirs   2   sel-wil   sins  they  had? 
Jeremiah    sed   "NO  MAN  REPENTS  OF  HIS   WICKeDJTESS  SAYING 
tAV  I  DUN?"     V0S£.^^ffidEffiSB.t3»9ffiQJ]S£i :  SffiF 


But   U   C   it  not   me, if  him, he   nad  me   do   it. 

his   fault, he   led  me   into   it   etc. 

"en  good  News  no  difference 
fTI-hiK    erro^rvr    ft.    sft-rffi 
Han  lik  this   in  regard   offer  by  G,he  no  want   involv 

Mite  cost  sumthin, create  demands 
But  G  no  expect  perfection, only  B  sons,B  aemb  family 

.  2  Get  Fleas  &  B  positiv=courag  2  B  diff 
Courag  Bcuz  world  hate/dislik  thoz  who  diff 
A]?T-;TTD7v;  banish  from  Athens/"Bcuz  I  tire  hearing 
him  called  'The  Just.'" 
■inr.-patea  killed, called  human  gadfly, compel  men  thinl 
■T  examine  selvs,  &  men  hate  4-  this 
it  ianger  hnv  higher  standard  than  peop  around  U 
World  luv  conform,?-,  conform  mean  accept  standard  Bha\ 
lyl  no  conf orm=oddball, classify, label ,pigenholed 
Js  kne       "-.  told  discips  2  expect  persecution 
This  sam  challeng  shud  fill  N  thrill  2M  yrs  later 
,  can  B  gilt  By  assoc,&  get  Fleas,  but  positiv  with 
Js  Xp  as  our  associate 

1st=Fleas  terms  world  mak  us  sinners  &  we  must  admit 
2nd  after  admit ,redy  4  forgiveness  ours  thru  Js  Xp 

la  Good  News  all  need  2day  &  can  chang  us  dramatic 
('  >f  dp- S .  who  he ?  V /udn ' t  B  wonderful  U&I  cud  B  change 

BCUZ  Jilt  ASSOC  ■'         -  Wo  <"-'h«na1  "S! 


o  let  fleas'1 

re:  1  3Dmuel  31 
:  1   muel  51 :8,  ,  ISTI 

(113      '     "'  oe) 

I  am  sure  we  have  heard  many  illustrations  such  as  this,  showing  that  we  can  be 
influenced  by  things  or  people  around  us.   Have  you.  ever  wondered  how  many  pec 
have  died  because  of  the  influence  of  others?        ly  men  and  woven  do  you 
suppose  have  been  executed  simply  because  they  were  an  accomplice  of  the  man  or 
:itted  the  crime?     i  i  in  what  is  known  as  gi  1!  ■iation, 

is  would  happen  to  them  becaus    e  were  associated 
of  them  being  persecuted  for  His  sake.   And  it  wasn't  too 
after  His  death,  resurrection,  and  Ascension,  that  t  _ose  who  called  t 
selves  rere  being  persecuted  for  their  faith.   ./e  all  know  the  fero- 

of  the       3  to  eradicate  tics,  and  the  lengths  they 

to  to  acc<  ,  It         ly  another  case  of  bed        y  by 

TJciatio  . 
The  end  result  of  guilt  by  association  is  that  a  change  takes  place  in  the  i  - 
sbatiaii  dividual.   Ine  c      ;an  take  several  forms.  It  can  have  an  adver 
or       antral  effect  on  an  individuals  life  because  of  this  association. 

)d  case  in  p$int  is  the  scripture  we  read  thiH  morning.  Turn  to  this  chapter 
31  In  Sx   1  Samuel. 

read  that  the  army  of  Israel  fled  before  the  ihilistines,  they  were  routed  in 
field  and  ran  for  their  very  lives.   Many  of  them  were  slain  on  lit.  Ailboa. 
The  ihilistines  overt      ul's  sons,  Honathan,  Abinadav,  and  Melchishua,  and 
killed  them, 

as  then  that  the  archers  caught  sight  of  Haul,  since  he  was  a  prominent 
figure  standing  head  and  shoulders  above  most  other  men.   °o  they  pursued  h 
and  he  was  hit  by  their  arrows,  mortally  wounding  him.   A     il  in  his  fear 
that,  he  would  be  taken  back  to  i'hilistia  and  tormented  and  tortured  like  Samson 
requests  that  hi3  armor  bearer  put  him  out  of  his  misery  and  kill  him.   But  the 
armor  bearer  out  of  defernee  for  the  king,  and  his  fear  of  striking  the  man 
anointed  of  dod,  refuses  to  do  so.       Lng    1  falls  upon  his  own  sword  and 
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ends  his  own  life.  The  armor  bearer  being  left  Plone,  and  perhaps  also  fearin 
the   orment  of  the  Philistines  follows  suit  and  comi  its  suicide.   (Please  reme 

her  hov;  this  came  about  becaiise  we  are  feeing  to  continue  this  in  our  me 

nd  so  we  see  the  end  of       nasty  of     .       once  started 

a  Godly  reign  turned  into  a  lonely  defeat.  But  the  real  climax  of  t 

story  is  to  be  found  in  the  3th  verse  of  the  Jlst  chapter.   It  is  here  b 

see  the  sad  en     >f  this  tale.        text), 

g  of  Israel  who  turned  against  God  slain,  but  his  3  innofent 

_:  a  armor  bearer  as  well.   Saul  who       rsaken      Leu  apart  from 

it  whal  v  .     been  the  character  of  anyone  else,  surely  Jonathan  was 

■  fate  which  befe&l  him.   He  was  a  good  son,  a  loyal  son, 

a  dutiful  son.   But  because  of  C  his  father  he  fell  victim  to  an 

undeserved  fate. 

Ls  tale  proves  nothing  else,  it  proves  that  when  a  man  sins  he  not  or 

ha       ielf,  but  he      ;s  harm  to  others  i      1,  ■■  -,  'So  what 

if  I  do       p  I'tiat  Tin,  I  am  only  harming  myself  and  no  one  x±sx.else. " 

id       oes  he  not  perhaps  harm  his  loved  ones?  His  wife?  Or  his  friends? 

'  --)  suffer  because  of  his  evil      >d  sinful  life.   Be  had  the 

horrible  experience  of  seeing  his  sons  fall  one  by  one  in  battle.   But  he  wou 

not  leave  the  ordering  of  his  life  to    ".   -.or  did  he  ^t  the  point  of  death 

turn  bs       :od.  lie  was  a  self-willed  man,  and  he  sought  his  own    .   his 

caused  others  to  suff  jsociation. 

one  once  sx±  made  the  statement,  "that  if  you  lie  down  with  dogs,  jou   will 

up  with  fleas."   3o  if  you  want  to  know  How  So  Get  Fleas,  try  lying  down 

b  took  place  in  the  events  surrounding  the  life  of  Saul. 

ea  he  do  we  not  all  have  fleas     3  we  not  all  descended  from  the  people 

of  God's  first  creation?   're  we  not  heirs  of  the  same  self-willed  sins  that 

tc   place  in  their  lives?   And  are  we  not  all  guli  tion,  thus 

having  fleas  of  our  o 

Jeremiah  in  s;       of  this  issue  saidt"Mo  man  repents  of        !  redness  saying, 
1  lat  have  I  done?"1   It  is  always  the  other  fellow  an"       .  e  do  it. 
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1  would  not  have  done  It  without  him  telling  me  to  do  it.   3o  we  pnder  the 

and  wonder  why  as  Jeremiah  did,  '!    do  the  pwople  not  repent  of  their 

MkasA   wickedness?"   Why  do  they  not  say,  " ixhaacKXKiKnsi  .'hat  have  I  done?  and 

retunr  to  the  ^ord." 

3ven  with  the  Good  News  of  Christianity  it  doesn't  seem  to  make  any  difference. 

;  leologian  'joren  Kierkegaard  compared  the  Good  News  to  an  emperor 

who  wanted  to  do  something  for  one  of  his  serfs. 

(Illustration  of  emperor,  serf,  and  offer  of  marriage  to  daughter.) 

re  too  may  be  reluctant  to  receive  what  God  has  to  offer.        lid  perhaps 

much  prefer  for  God  to  bless  us  as  we  are,  rather  than  get  too  involved  with  Sod 

■elf.   The  Good  Hews  can  be  frightening  if  we  get  involved,  much  like  the  ofer 

of  the  emperor  to  the  peasant.   It  nay  obligate  us  to  the  giver  and  then 

would  be  required  to  be  beholden.  To  become  the  son-in-law  of  the  mhjs  emperor 

and  sit  at  his  table  the  serf  would  have  to  face  his  u  '      ...   He  wou? 

hav      :  :   ::  >rors  family.  ids 

and  because  it  creates  demands  it  Is  so  often  refused.   But  God  only  asks  that 

to  act  V  .     kn i  cannot  do  it  perfectly.  He  gives  us 

the  offer  of      "   through  Jesu        ,     all  we  need  do  is  accept  it,  and 

a  member  of  the  f!  '  our  brothers  and  sister.. 

But  *       ■"  caition  can  also  have  a  more  positive  effect  to  it.   It 

can  create  In  the  lives  of  those  around  us  a  good  e      .    ut  it  requires 

we  have  the  courage  to  be  different.   I  say  courage,  b       the  wor     res 

are  different.   A  classic  example  i    '  tides  of 

ristides  the  Just  and  yet  he  was  banished  from    ass.   "  an  one 

of  the  citizens  was  asked  wl  ve  hi  banished  he  replied,  "Because 

,m  tired  of  hearing  him  always  c      :;he  Just."  Llled. 

-      -    -      ]  is  alway      ailing  men  to  think  and 

amine  themselves.      men  hated  that,  and  hated  him,  and  so  they  killed 

.   It  is  always  dangerous  to  have  a  higher  standard  than  the  people  around 

us.   The  world  loves  conformity,  and  conformity  means  acceptance  of  what  is 
taken  to  be  the  standard  of  behaviour.    nyone  who  does  not  conform  to  the  world 
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is  classified  and  labeled,  and  pigeon  holed.   Anyone  who  doesn't  conform  is 

sla"  1  for  trouble. 

Je-;uo  knew  ^aD,  and  ^j-j  j-j  ..^y  He  told  his  disciples  the 

■  i .  i  mge  that  faces         ^nnn  —  .  . 

same  challenge  that  should  fill  ua  and  thrill  u^  even  today, 
tie   can  know  what  it  is  to  be  guilty  by  association  and  in  so  knowing  How  To   Get 
Fleas,  but  we  can  have  this  as  a  positive  side  of  our  lives. 

First  we  must  realize  that  Getting  'leas,  in  the  terns  of  the  world,  makes  us 
sinners,   v/hen  we  have  admitted  this,  then  we  are  ready  for  the  forgiveness 
that  is  ours  through  Jesus  Christ.  'Jhis  is  the  meaning  of  the  Good  News  and 
this  is  what  can  change  our  lives  so  dramatically. 

re  are  many  eaamples  of  great  men  who  have  dared  to  be  different  and  we 
always  hear  of  then.   Men  like  Luther,  Scweitzer,        and  others.  But  have 
you  ever  heard  of  a  man  named  Jibbs? 
(I]   stration  of  iibbs) 

uldn't  it  be  wonderful  if  you  or  I  could  be  changed  simply  because  we  knew 
:  to  Get  Fleas,  and  we  understood  that  this  was  by  being  sx^tiaiakad  guilty  by 
association.   3occtiiis^-:Eas]KxiixwHiiS±rfaE  .'e  can  be,  and  that  change  can  take  place 
in  our  lives  by  the  guilt  of  associating  with  the  Son  of  G-od,  Je^-      1st. 

j  indeed  teach  us  How  to  Get  Fleas,  by  association  with  the  dogs  of  the 
world,  but  really  teach  us  the  lesson  of  kB±KgxgK±±JqE  the  joy  of  assocaition 
with  Him a 


3T.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Penwbylvani a 
Third   Sunday  After   Pentecost  June  27i     '97& 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C,    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Shelly  Hodkenberry,    Ranoy   Dellem  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I0;00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Fantasy   in  C  Major"  Bach 

Please   be  silent  when  the  Prelude  music  begins 
•Processional  Hymn   No,    2S2   "Faith  of  our  fathersI" 
•Ascription 
•Exhortati on 

•Confession  On  Unison)    m0   Lord,    whose  way    is   perfect, 
help  ufl,    we   pray   thee*    always   to   trust    f n  thy  goodness  j 
that,    walking  with   thee  ano   following  thee    in  all 

simplicity,    we  may  possess   qutet   and   contented  minds, 
ano  may  cast  all  our   care  upon  thee,    for  thy  carest 
tor  us;   for  the   bake  of  Jesus  Christ   our   Lord.     Amen**1 
*Kvdl e  (Choir,    Consregat ion   and   Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      l0   Lord  open  ou«   lips. 

•People!     And   our  mouth  shall  show  forth   thy  praise: 
"Doxology 
Scripture!  2  Samuel    f:    I  —  IS 

Hymn  No.   2SI      "A  mighty     fortress    is   our  God" 
•Affirmation  of  Faith   (Apostles'   Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Tabtor:      The  Lord  be  with  you. 
•People;      And  with  thy   spirit, 
*Pabyor?      Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer   and  Prayer   Response 
Offer i ng 

Offertory:      "Andante    in  G  minor"  ftHeiNSERSER 

Solo:     fl t    Lift  Up  Mine  Eyes"  Reep  Lloyo  Link 

Sermon!  "LIE   AND  DIE1* 

Prayer  and   Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn   of  Dedication  No.    2^2  ^Onward,    Christian  soldiers" 


•Benedict fon  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

One- ah  Postluoe:  h Improvisation"  Morris 

---------  *Congreoat i on  Standing  ------ 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed   by 

the  Robert   Tait  Family  to  the   "Glory  of  Goo" 
Serving  as   Ushers  today   are:      *Richaro  Mangel, 

Daryl   Tait,    John   Dpeher   and   Gary  Pfnah. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,   William   Pplugh  will  greet  the   people 

at  the  door  today. 
the  attendance  last   sunday  was    i  5^. 
Nursery  will   be  provided  today  by:     Mrs.   Virginia 

Mangel,    Mrs,    Linda   Sheppeck  and  Roai  n  Knauer^^j'A  //&&Si.fj 
^^Hospitalized:      Earl  Wogan^Mhs,   Gertrude   uavis    (Louis) 

Mrs,   Grace  Charlton,   Herbert  Shearer,   Lxwtb   Kradel 

(Max i    care),   Mr.    Stephen  Sheppeck  -  Husband  or  Mrs. 

Helen  Sheppeck, 
-^CHURCH   FMILV  PICNIC:      will  begin  at  2:00  this   after- 
noon at  Butler  Memorial  Park  -  (Miller  Shelter). 

Supper  will   be   at  5*3^  P*^,      Activities     and  fellow- 

SHlP    WILL    LABT    UNTIL   DARK.        SWIMMING,     CONTENTS, 
GAMES,      ETC     WILL    BE     ON    THE    AGENDA.        Br  I  NO     A    WELL 

filled  picnic  basket  ano  join  in  the  fun-  beverage 
and  dessert  will  be  provided. 
^Next  Sunday  we  will  have  a  special  Bicentennial 
Service*  Although  some  of  it  may  seem  secular, 
nevertheless,  we  are  told  to  love  tur  country  ab 
well  as  God,   It  will  be  a  different  service  for  most 
OF  us. 

We  wish  to  thank  those  who  contributed  cookies  for 
the  Vacation  Bible  School  children  -  jt  was  greatly 
appreciated.  We  wish  also  to  thank  all  of  those 
THAT  had  a  part  in  teaching  and  assisting  with  the 
Bible  School, 
^^Thurb.  -  July  1,  7:00  P.M.  Special  meeting  of  all  the 
Vacation  Bible  School  workers  and  teachers. 

Don't  forget  when  you  go  on  vacation  -  the  Church 
goes  on  and  the  expenses  go  on, 

^^LABT    SutlrAY    THE     LOOSE    OFFERING    WAS    GIVEN    FOR   MeaVS 

on  Wheels   and  a  total  of  $69.06  was  given  towards 

THIS  WORTHWHILE  PROJECT,    If  YOU  INTEND  TO  DONATE 
TOWARD  THIS  -  PLEASE  MARK  IT  AS  SUCH. 


■/-* 


*fo     £/&£■ 


"Lie  And  Die" 

t:  2  ,an  1:16   '■"T  '■  ■  '  v~  p  ''"'"  i""rf  ^Jin  *  lT;  L 

JIL  •■,f..n7^i1,-V  -■■  ■f-"-i:  "^U   '.■.■:■■-.-  ?t  :.i  -:V.Ti7.;n  'Pmrrc^...  yt, -fi  _ 

Lpture:  2  oam  1:1- 

jemem  soap  operas?  Jus  Plain  Bill « Widow  Bpowr 
arkins ,  etc . ? 

.  .  Burnet,  As  jtomach  IuraSj£Portia  Faces  Life, but  

This  dim  4  amuse , entertain,  but  Bib  bav  reality 
Btween  covers  male  storys  pale  by  comparison 

last  wk:Tun  next  wk  wen  ask  quests:  Will  fut- 
ure reveal  Saul  kil  self?  ..'il  K.  Dav  B  bappy?  Wil  crov 
racelet  sbo  up  in  Is?  How  wil  Dav  tak  news  Jon  dett 
4  ansers  thex  otber  quests  tun  next  wk. 

As  scene  opes  2day  plot  bas  tbickened:  EXE8ETE  scrir 
(Ziklag  giv  2  Dav  By  Aehish,King  Gath,use  2  raid  Amals 

Thus  end  tale  mor  electrfy  man  cud  invent 
jeveral  things : «i •  -■  roof=chap  4,  G's  .lord  accurate  ": 
tru,":  if  want  underst  must  Bliev  Word  in  spired/in  err 

"^TI-'  ■•.'■Ml 

2.  Dav  establ  kingdom. "LIS  ,,NJ  J  I. J". 
explain  bow  yg  man  got  crown, bracel  at  nite  2  reward 
Cannot  formulate  plans  deceit       ct    ards 

Jer : ,;  t'~,:   .LlIIT  IS   y.cv.vn™.    VRTTV    TVi  '  'VKTnr-  ,  p.     v,--,  t-t  vr? .^ ^ 

Js:"ti;x'  U?  flLJ:i  Qui;  lvil  'fiiuT.j.k'u-:.]  j  :  J..S)\:\  •  -..L'T.-.r-^ 

Jer.  as1:  LP  LP.  PkCi  [Lvi'.!.1'?  Js"^ay:GOJ  LLl.L  c,l.:,  ■' 
(Illus  boy  L  father  who  bung)  -a(;i^ 

no  matter  bow  try  gloss  truth, it  bound  2  cum  out 

-     >«».<,.  H    RTTPT?    YHTT^     fVTWsl    WTT.T.    T?TWT>    VOTI    PITT . 

3  :itlr  Jty-Ued  Toenail  ,&  woman  bury  : 
Pre      r  say: "If  no  rain, If  no  cows  wander  no  find 
lite,U  canno  bide  from  Him 
bone  '      ' 11  best  policy  4  all  of  lif 
CUIUS  jbank  ianitm-  ,"-,  T-Rtm-n  nnnevl 
sbud  all  fac  lif  lik  this/hav  2  liv  with  self 
honesty  Bgi      in  ea  us  &  need  2  look  hart 
bow  honest  II  we? 
look  2  C  ther  any  deceit  we  try  pass  off  as  vi 
yg  man  serif  prov  anything  by  deceit?  Ho. 
it  meant  Let!  3tl  .   ::ud  told  truth  &  liv 

Insted  "  ~y,  LP")  ')1,Z   P  this  prornis  end  2  all  who  wash 
2  liv  by  deceit.  Grs  la  J  IE 

ieaj      ical  deth .but " spiritual  deth  6  this  worse 

liv  livs  defeat , depress , guilt  &  all  Bcuz 
rilling  B  honest  with  G-. 
All  need  2  do  confes  2  :e   &  lif  different 

.an  cleans  harts/livs  if  will  turn  Js  Xpjbut  if  unwil3 
then  hear  <  iv       is  L,i.taxt;  ,  ■    ',  iifi^ 


"Lie  And  Die" 

:      uuel  1:16. 

,  TKY  BLOOD  BE  ■: 

iS^r.  E,  SAYING,  I  HAV 

dpture:  2  Samuel  1:1-16 

ring  this  past  week  Taow  man  goes  to  great  lengths  to  provide  amuse- 
ment and  entertainment.   L  was  thinking  in  patricular  of  the  so  called  soap 
operas  that  waste  so  much  valuable  air*  time  on  weekday  afternoons,   television 
is  a  great  boon  for  shut-ins  and  people  in  institutions,  but  I  ir.ianH.ne  it 
must  be  frustrating  for  many  of  them  to  be  conte:        this  type  of  fair  for 
their  entertainment  on  long  days.   I  suppose  we  all  have  a  good  idea  of  how 
these  soap  operas  got  started.  "How  many  of  you  remember  Just  Plain  Bi] 3 
or,       rkins?",  or  "Young  Widow  Brown?",  and  others.   They  were  called  soap 

•ras  because  they  were  sponsored  mostly  by  different  brands  of  laundry  and 
face  soaps.  de   have  made  all  sorts  of  Jokes  and  comments  about  them.   Carol 
Burnett  does  a  parody  of  one  on  her  show  called,  "As  the  Stomach  .C'urns." 
cl- Jhe  afternoon  ones  was,  "3  ortia  faces  Life,"  to  which  someone  added,  "But 

b  off  with  twenty  years. 

I  wonder  how  many  people  have  ev    ;iven  thought  to  the  reality  that  exists 

between  thepages  of  the  Bible  in  this  respect,   rfe  can  read  the  Bible  and  see 

stories  which  really  happened  unfold  before  our  eyes,  that  make  the  old  soap 

operas  pale  in  comparison.      i£:oii^HHs:<i4R[iLa±xkH"a3^3te:c±iccHSxthiLSAiasa£kafex  If 

we  perhaps  wanted  to  make  several  messages  take  on  the  agHK  aspect  of  one  of 

the  soap  operas,  we  would  have  ended  last  weeks  message  by  saying,  ".Bine  in 

ask  aHSXHX  the  questions: 
a  ;ain  next  week  when  we  will  sKSxkmcc^feisxspixaiiaAKadsx  ./ill  future  results 

prove  conclusively  that  Saul  killed  himself?   ./ill  his  crown  and  bracelet 

turn  up  again  in  Israel':'   .'ill  Kins  David  be  happy  to  learn  that  one  of  his 

enemies  is  dead?   Hew  will  he  take  the  news  that  his  best  friend  Sonathan  is 

dead?  For  the  answers  to  these  and  other  questions,  tune  in  again  next  week. 

x     ^M«xwHii±!fc:ini^nxTricfetoctii±sxMHSXKgK  As  the   seene   open-   this  morning  we   see 

that  the  plot  has  thickened.      The  scene  has   shifted  to  the  gfefcMS  of  King  David. 

iftxteSxxSSfcd^xSxSxxxxxxS  in  Ziklag.    d^^^J^^b^>Q^3£^gS^*r'^S*f-U 


Zilag  had  been  given  to  King  David  by  Achish,  Icing  of  Gath  and  he  used  it  as  a 
ba   for  his  raids  against  the  Amalekites.  When  the  Philistines  went  out  to  Co 
battle  against  King  Gaul  and  his  army,  they  requested  that  David  zKms±s:db!x2ife3c 
±&|pc  return  to  Ziklag  and  remain  there.   When  David  gets  back  to  his  home  he 
finds  that  it  has  been  sacked  by  the  Amalekites,  and  all  of  the  people  including 
his  two  wives  were  tRken  captive.  He  pursues  the  Amalekites  and  utterly  de- 
feats them,  recapturing  his  people  and  his  wives.  It  is  while  he  is  at  Ziklag 
a  few  days  later  that  another  Amalekite  comes  to  King  David  and  tells  him  of 

the  death  of  Saul  and  Jonathan. 

ripped  and  torn  clothing, 
He  comes  to  David  in  xaskEisih  and  with  dirt  on  his  head  and  in  his  hair,  as  a 

symbol  of  mourning.   He  bows  before  David  and  David  asks  hin  the  first  time , 
"".'here  did  you  come  from?"   He  informs  David  that  he  is  from  the  Israelite 
camp  and  has  escaped  the  slaughter  there.   David  asks  for  futher  information  as 
to  the  outcome  of  the  battle,  and  is  told  that  the  Israelites  were  routed  and 
f:   .  for  their  very  lives.  He  tells  David  that  Saul  and  Jonathan  are  both  dead. 
David,  not  willing  to  believe  that  this  has  happened  asks  the  man  hew  he  knows 
for  a  certainty  that  Saul  and  Jonathan  are  both  dead. 

So  the  young  man  begins  to  tell  his  tale  to  David.   He  tells  that  he  just  happen- 
ed to  be  near  Saul  on  Mt.  Gilboa,  and  he  saw  3aul  leaning  on  his  spear  with  the 
enemy  chariots  and  horsemen  in  hot  pursuit.   ;aul  supposedly  spies  the  young 
man  and  asks  who  he  is.  The  young  man  answers  he  is  an  Amalekite  and  at  thi 
Saul  re  uests  that  he  kill  him.   Die  young  man  reports  that  he  did  slay  Saul 
as  requested,  and  he  tool:  the  crown  XHifefcfc  from  his  head,  and  the  bracelet  from 
his  arm,  and  he  produces  these  to  David  as  proof  of  what  he  says. 

;he  news  of  what  David  and  his  men  have  heard,  they  rent  their  clothes,  or 
ripped  at  them  as  a  hesture  of  futility.   Then  they  went  into  nonrning  and 

'  "led  this  by  weeping,  and  fasting.   This  was  done  until  the  evening, 
a   then  David  calls  for  the  young  man  to  be  brought  to  him  once  again. 
He  again  asks  the  young  man  who  he  Is  and  where  he  came  from.   The  young  man 
again  answers  that  he  Is  an  Amalekite.   David  asks  him  why  he  was  not  afraid 


',  kill  the  king  of  Israel,  and  he  calls  one  of  his  men  to  come  forward,  and  to 
ex   jte  the  young  man.   Which  is  what  happens.  And  David  says  to  him,  (Text). 

us  ends  a  tale  which  z^^S^^^fe  more  sensational  and  electrifying  than  any 
that  man  could  invent  for  television  entertainment  today.   ./hat  makes  it  more 
sensational  is  that  it  is  true. 

But  there  are  several  things  to  be  noted  about  this  episode.  First  I  would 
like  to  point  out  that  if  you  read  this  story  and  then  read  some  of  the  inter- 
pretations about  it,  you  will  be  told  that  it  never  took  place.   I  was  alarmed 
this  past  week  as  I  read  an  interpretation  of  this  event,  and  the  author  -aid 
that  it  was  a  story  that  someone  made  up,  because  it  directly  conflicts  with 
what  took  place  in  the  51st  chapter  of  1  Samuel.  Now  no  one  would  disagree 
with  that  statement,  because  both  episodes  are  different.  In  1  Samuel  Saul 
asks  his  armor  bearer  to  kill  him,  and  when  the  armor  bearer  fefuses,  he  kills 
himself.   In2  Samuel  1,  the  Amalekite  is  requested  to  kill  Saul,  and  he  says 
h^did  as  the  king  requested.   But  there  is  a  definite  reason  underlying  the 
difference  in  "he  two  stories  which  needs  to  be  brought  out.  But  before  we 
look  at  the  hidden  motive,  I  would  like  to  prove  from  the  Bible  Itself  once 
again,  that  the  story  is  true,  and  all  it  takes  is  for  a  person  to  search  this 
out  and  to  have  God  prove  it  Himself  in  His  own  Word, 

If  you  will  turn  to  the  4th  chapter  of  2  Samuel  you  will  see  it  for  yourself. 
Here  we  read  that  two  men  who  were  captains  of  the  raiding  parties  of  Ishbosheth 
a  son  of  King  Saul,  crept  into  his  house  and  killed  him  while  he  slept.   They 
cut  off  his  head  and  brought  it  to  David,  thinking  they  would  get  a  reward. 

we  read  in  verse  9  and  10,  how  David  himself  said  he  dealt  with  the  young 
man  who  said  he  had  slain  Saul.  Thus  we  see  the  story  KaxxHHi  did  not  produce 
a  conflict,  but  merely  shows  the  underlying  motive  behind  the  man  coming  to 
David  and  claiming  to  have  killed  Saul. 

1   ford  is  accurate  and  trues  and  if  we  are  going  to  try  to  understand  what 
God  is  trying  to  tell  us,  we  need  to  believe  His  Word  is  inspired,  and  not  in 
error* 


-4- 

when  vre  strive  to  get  to  the  reason  for  the  young  man  claiming  to  have 

ill,  re  Can  read  what  David  said  about  it.   David  said  he  had  the  young 
man  killed  because  he  wanted  a  reward  and  so  lie  lied.   Thus  David  let  it  be 

wn  in  his  kingdom,  "Lie,  And  Die." 
■'e  can  see  how  this  young  fellow  saw  the  opportunity  to  take  advantage  of  this 
situation.  He  probably  felt  that  David  would  be  happy  to  hear  of  the  death  of 
his  enemy       aul,  and  he  would  probably  be  in  the  mood  to  give  a  handsome 

ard  to  the  fellow  who  killed  him.   Bo  im.   when  he  came  upon  the  dead  body  of 
the  king  with  his  crown  on,  and  his  bracelet  on  his  arm,  he  tool:  b±ks±h  advant- 
age of  the  occasion  and  removed  them.   'Jhen  he  stole  away  into  the  night  on 
errand  to  get  repaid  by  King  Javid. 
b  as  is  always  the  case  you  cannot  formulate  plans  of  deceit  and  expect  to 
reap  rwwards.   Jeremiah  said,  "The   heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and 
desperately  wicked;  who  can  know  it?"  It  is  from  the  heart  that  deceit  springs, 
us  said  out  of  the  heart  cone  evil  th  ughts,  murders,  adulteries,  thefts, 
Lse  witness,  blasphemies."  Jeremiah  asks  who  can  know  the  heart,  and  it  is 
Jesus  who  says  what  is  in  the  heart.  God  knows  the  heart.  We  cannot  fool 
Him. 
(Illustration  of  little  boy  and  father  who  had  been  hung) 

latter  how  we  may  strive  to  gloss  over  the  truth,  it  is  bound  to  come  out. 
In  the  book  of  Numbers  we  are  roid,  "lie  sur  your  sins  will  find  you  out."   ,/e 
cannot  hide  them  no  matter  how  hard  we  try.   We  have  had  two  very  vivid  examples 
of  this  in  Butler  County  in  the  past  few  years.   One  fellow  killed  his  wife 
and  buried  her,  KT^T^rsaT3rFrwwtowa±x±i£gxkigxte  A  man 

and  his  dog  out  for  a  walk,  discovered  one  red  painted  toe  sticking  out  of 
the  ground.   A  woman  who  was  just  just  convicted  of  killing  her  boyfriend 
buried  him  in  a  field.  The   prosecutor  told  the  jury,  "If  it  hadn't  rained, 
I  If  the  cows  had  not  wandered  into  that  part  of  the  field."   But  you  see 
God  brought  all  this  to  light.   You  cannot  hide  things  from  Him. 

Honesty  is  still  the  best  policy  in  all  of  life. 
(Illustration  of  janitor  in  bank  who  found  large  sun  of  money.) 


This  is  how  each  of  us  should  face  life.   ..Te  have  to  live  with  ourselves, 
j(   .onesty  begins  within  each  of  us.   We  need  to  look  into  our  own  hearts  and 
ask  how  honest  we  are.   To  see  if  there  is  any  deceit  there  we  are  trying  to 
pass  off  as  righteousness.   Did  the  young  man  in  today's  scripture  prove  any- 
thi      his  deceit?  Of  course  not.   ?or  him  it  meant  death  and  a  heedless 
death  at  that.   lie  could  have  simply  returned  the  crown  and  the  bracelet  and 
told  the  truth  and  lived.  Instead  he  Lied,  and  Died. 

This  is  the  promised  end  of  all  who  wish  to  live  by  deceit.   God's  law  be- 
comes, die  And  Die."  isa^c^^^B^m^ksxs^A±x&±:^^x]imzs±^£Sc^ixwES.   This  doesn't 
always  mean  a  physical  death,  but  a  spiritual  one.  Many  people  today  are  living 
lives  of  defeat,  and  depression,  and  worry  needlessly,  and  all  because  they 
have  the  guilt  of  dishonesty  or  decait  in  their  lives.  And  all  they  need  do 
id  to  confess  it  to  the  javiour  and  ask  His  forgiveness  and  life  can  take  on 
nei     iose  and  meaning. 

san  cleanse  our  lives  and  our  hearts  of  all  of  this  if  we  are  willing  to 
turn  to  Jesus  Christ.  But  is  we  persist  in  our  old  deceiftful  ways,  and 
refuse  to  do  what  is  necessary  to  change  this  course  of  our  lives,  then  we 
must  hear  the  words  of  God  as  they  were  given  to  that  young  man  who  lied  to 
get  a  reward:  "Thy  blood  be  upon  thy  head,  for  thy  mouth  hath  testified 

inst  thee,"   And  so  it  is  God's  law,  "Lie  And  Die." 


'    j  in 

,    let  not    the  rich 

irx  in   thi:  ,  4«r-    : 

,        -  jj   I  am  the  x-ord  which 
exercj  st.  paul's  united  church  of  christ  lov 

and  ri  Sutle«,   Pennsylvania  iu   the   earth;    Tor   in 

-Independence   Day  -  200th   Anntversary     July  4t     1 976 
lit,     The  Rev*   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Ma/iy   Cell en  ant  Mark   Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP     -    10;0OA,M, 
Prilude  Music:        "Hymns   of  America11  and   "Trumpet   Tune11 
by   Henry  Puruel 
*Hymn  Wo.    UUO     "God   of  our  fathers,    whose  almighty   handit 
"ascri ption 
*Call   to  Worship 

*  I NVOCiTl ON 

Responsive  Reaoing  if/2  -  Page  6~39  Hymnal 
Hymn  No.  kj,3       "Goo  bless  our  native  land" 
*Plecse  to  Christian  Flag  -  I  pledge  allegjance  to  the 
Christian  flag,  ano  to  the  Savior  for  whose  kingdom  it 

STANDS  t        ONE  SaV I  OR,  CRUC I  Fl  ED,   RISEN,  AND  COM  I NG  AGA IN, 

wjth   lffe  and   liberty   for  all  who   believe. 

The   Star   Spangled   Banner 
0   bay!    cam   yqu  see,    bv    the  dawn's    early   ljght, 
what  bo  proudly  wc  hailed,   at  the  twilight*  6  last  gleaming? 


Prayer 

Announcements 

Offering 

Offertory  "Not  Alone  for  Mighty   Empire"        Bunjes 

Anthem  -  Solo   -  Cvnpie   Syeert   "God   Blesb   America" 
Scripture:        Deuteronomy  26;    1-14 
Sermon:  "HEADS  OR   TAILS?" 

Sermon  Prayer   and   Lord's    Prayer 
*Hvmn  Battle  Hymn  or  the  Republic 

Mine   eyes  have   seen   the  glory  of   the   coming   of   the   Lord; 

He  IS  TRAMPLING  OUT  THE  VINTAGE  WHERE  THE  GRAPES  OF 

WRATH  ARE  STORED? 
HE  HATH  LOOSED  THE  FATEFUL  LIGHTNING  OF  HlS  TERRIBLE 

aw  I  FT   sword : 
Hie   truth    is  marching  on. 

1     HAVE    SEEN     H|M     tN    THE     WATCHFIReS     OF    A     HUNDRED 
C  f  RCL1NG     CAMPS  J 

They   have   buIlded   Him  an   altar    in   the  evening  dews 

and   camps  ;. 
I    CAN    HEAD   His    righteous    sentence    by   the   dim    and 

flar  i  ng   lamp©'. 
His  day   is  marching  on. 
In   the   3e*mtv    ii-    the   lilies   Christ  was   born   across 


Whose   broad   stripes   and  bright   star,    through   the  perilous   fi«W|      the   sea, 


0*er   the  rampants    ;■ "    "a-ched,    were  so  gallantly   streaming? 

And   the  rockets    red   glare,    the  bombs   bursting    in  air, 

Gave   proof   through   the  night   that  our   flag   was    still  there. 

C  say,    does    that  star   spangled   banner   yet  wave 

Ver  the  land  of  the  free   and  the  home  of  the  brave? 

0   thus   be    >t   ever  when   free  men   shall  stand 
Between  their   lov'd   homes    and   the  war's   desolation! 
Blest  with   victory   and   peace,   may   the   heav'n  rescued  land 
pratse   the   power   that   hath  made   and   preserved   us   a   nation! 
Then  conquer  we  must,    when  our   cause    it    is    just. 
And   this   be  our  motto  s      ''In  God    is  our  trust!* 
And   the   star  spangled  banner    in   triumph  shall  wave 

O'dR    THE     LAND     OF    THE    FREE     ftND     THE    HOME     OF     THE     BRaVElI 

*Pljdge  to  American  Flag 

"*LL    TO    PftAVER       -    SqLQ-    LLOYD     L|NK     T"  I T '  a     TIME    TO    PhaY11 

/  by  Peterson 


With  a  glorv  in  His  bqsom  that  transfigures  you  and  me; 

As  He  died  to  make  men  holy,  let  us  live  to  make  men  free. 

While  Goo  is  marching  on* 

Chorus  I 

Glory t    a lory J      Hallelujah!   Glory,    glory!   Hallelujah1 

Glory,    glory!     Hallelujah!      His   truth   is  marching  on.. 
*Bened i ction 
*ThreefoLd   Amen 
"•"Pqstluoe       tp0  God  our  Help   in  Ages   Past"  Young 

rt_„_____  Congregation  Standing  ------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed   by 
Mr.   &  Mrs.    Nicx  Nqhach    in  memory   of  1iLqved   Ones" 

Ushers   today:    "Allen  Bqtacohi,    John  Redman,    Dan  Bobkq, 
Robert  Knaues  and   Charles  Penar, 

Deaconess  Mrs*   Joan  Waster  and   Ellen  will  be  Greeters. 

Nurserv  will  se   provided   by  Jane   Andrews,    Ba«b   Andrews 
and  Jodie  Marte. 

> 


'  "Heads  Gr  Tails V" 
:13 

.  mak  diff  2  G     her  head  or 

parallel  U 
a  (Ilius  I  dia  visitor) 
• 
(Illr      lie  &  Girlfriend) 

from  G         ails,    3A  2 
vs  14  expl  conditions  2da;~ ,    e  pwrve^ 
foortion  clinic) 

conversation  with  girl 
Lstrub  peop,  let  live,  play  cool 

happen  if  play  cool  7*5?) 
clin  Ch,1  hr,no  pray,  no  Bible, 

l  e , sex, dope, dilinnuency  etc 
Adults'' 3 ocail  whirlf&  9  mill  alcoholic 
(Illus  Moody)  &  this  must  B  U  &  Me 

:  2  law/order, mor  ch, Bib, pray 
tion  need  Js  Xp,&  enuf  wil  nil, mam 
pam,  ■'.   ,  '  hy  liv  let  liv 
Need  peop  get  fire  3unt&  tell, liv  it 
during  week. 
Clllus  girl  G:  Liberty  Torch) 
U      ask  same  nuestion 
G  giv  choic  2  B  HE 
as  cele  200  USA,  wat  will  B  4  U? 
IR  U      >?   OR  RU  T 


Is?" 

::  Jeuteronomy  28:15,  AND  .'HE  HEAD,        !  THE  TAIL; 

OT  BE  BE- 
NEATH ;  D?  JO  THE  I !  P  THE 

,  WHICH  I  C  ,  TO  C 

AND 

Scripture:  Deuteronomy  28:1-14 

e  have  a  way  of  making  decisions  that  involves  the  use  of  a  coin. 
that  one  side  represents  heads ,  and  the  other  side  represents  tails.   After 
hich  is  which,       ce  a  choice  of  the  one  we  desire  to  have 
i  up,  and  we  flip  it,  and  then  act       hichever  choice  appeared.   it  sport- 
events  such  as  football  where  a  choice  of  kickoff ,  or  which  end  of  the  field 
Ls  necessary,  a  coin  is  used  to  determine  this.   To  most  of  us  it 

makes  no  real  difference  whether  we  choose  heads  or  tails  when  flipping  a  coin. 

To  be  on  top,  or  to  he  beneath, 
But  in  the  eyes  of  God,  Heads  or  Tails,  makes  a  great  deal  of  difference.  i^Iri 
XKKiHKxta  is  a  deep  concern  of  God. 

rfcion  of   ■  -"'      re  Just  read  Moses  is  telling  the        hat  they  must 

do  in  order  to  re        the  people  of  God.   In  the  15th  verse  Is  the  admonition 

•  people  of  Israel  to  be  Heads  or  on  top,  and  not  to  be  Fails,  which  is 

considered  to  be  beneath. 

As  we  go  through  this  portion  of  scripture  verse  by  verse ,  I  believe  that  It  is 

interesting  if  we  will  think  of  the  Israelites  living  in  their  day,  and  think 

of  20th  century  America,  and  make  fcfrK  note  of  the  parallels  to  be  found  here. 

vs.  1,  God  set  the  nation  of  Israel  high  above  all  nations  of  the  earth,  the 

United  states  at  one  time  held  this  unique  distinction  as  well. 

vs  2,  These  blessings  came  to  both  Israel  and  the  United  States. 

.  .  ',  Fhe  blessings  of  the  city  and  the  field  came  to  pass  in  both  Israel  and 

the  United  Jtates.  At  one  time  they  had  safe  cities  where  their  people  could 

walk  down  the  streets  without  fear.  The  United  States  did  too,  but  that  time  Is 

past,  because  of  the  large  scale  cri::.e  and  violence  rampant  in  our  land. 

vs„  4,  Israfti  was  able  to  not  only  feed  themselves,  hut  to  feed  many  neighboring 

I 

navions  as  well,  and  the  parallel  is  equally  fitting  here  for  the  US. 
V3.  5,  The  basket  mentioned  here  would  have  to  do  with  the  production  of  wheat 
and  other  -rains.   The  kneading  trough  would  be  the  utensils  or  vessels  in  which 
bread  was  made.   ;e  have  been  able  to  produce  so  abundantly  c    ■  '  i    t  we 


have  been  able  to  supply  other  countries  with  our  surplus.   One  part  of  our 

mi,  in  the  midwest,  has  been  called,  "The  bre  dbasket  of  the  world." 
vs.  6,  the  blessing  here  had  to  do  with  being  safe  and  secure  not  only  in  going 
in  and  out  of  their  individual  homes ,  but  going  in  nnd  out  of  the  country  as  well 
Here  again  we  see  that  for  the  Israelites  and  the  United  States,  the  parallels 
are  str:'  ar« 

vs.  7,  There  was  not  a  pwer  that  could  withstand  t"r     at  of  the  army  of  Israel 
even  th(  '  es  the  other  armies  had  far  supperior  numbers  and  forces. 

The:.      once  a  time  "'hen  the  United  states  military  night  was  the  strongest 
in  the  world,  not  because  of  superiority,  but  because  like  Israel,  we  relied 
upon  G-od. 

5-11,  the  Lord  re-iterates  what  He  has  said  in  the  previous  verse,  expand:', 
upon  them,  and  we  can  soe  they  came  to  pass  in  Israel  and  the  Hy&x  parallel 
has  extended  to  the  Unite-"1  states. 

v  _  12,aln  this  verse  we  can  very  vividly  see  the  blessing  of  G-od  upon  our 
land,   (I?.      :ion  of  visitor  from  India,  ■'■  size  of  .jnrican  garba       ■) . 


The  latter  part  of  vs  sbc  12  hits  home  to  our  country  perhaps  more  than  anywhere 
else.   It  states,  (read),.        'e  the  nation  who  could  always  give  and  lend 
to  other  countries  in  trouble.   Whenever  a  disaster  occurred  we  were  there  with 
our  money  to  help  out.   But  we  are  on  the  verge  of  national  bankrupcy.   ..ienator 
Goldwater  said  gust  recently  that  'I-3.J  of  what  each  person  earns  goes  for  tax 

stated  that  when  it  reaches  50$  or  more  we  will  not  be  able  to  recover  from 
it.   We  are  spending  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  in  the  red  and  it  has 
been  a  fact  of  history  that  when  nations  have  had  to  borrow  to  survive,  they 
have  fallen. 

(Illustration  of  hippie  &  girlfriend. ) 
is^^fcS  is  a  major  problem  of  our  country.   ,P  can  make  jokes  about  it,  but 

know  that  unless  we  start  cracking  down  on  those  who  would  undermine  our 

society  by  their  freeloading  tactics,  and  destructive  solutions  we  will  not 
long  survive. 


X^is  scripture  was  intended  mainly  for  the  use  of  the  Israelites.  Yet,  they 

3d  from  God  to  act  as  they  pleased,  and  they  fell.   Our  nation  has  been 

foui  us  principles,  and  because  of  this  we  have  prospered  and 

■   i.   Israel  turned  from  God  and  the  things  of  God  and  gradually  declined 

to  the  extent  that  the  message  of  God  could  only  be  preached  to  the  Gentile  . 

They  never  surfaced  again  as  a  people  until  1943  with  the  establishment  of  the 

new  Israel.   They  turned  from  being  the  Heads  God  wanted  then  to  be,  to  the 

e  did  not  desire  them  to  be.  In  verse  14  is  where  we  read  what  caused 

this  condition  for  Israel,  and  the  condition  which  is  causing  us  to  become 

Tails  as  well,  (read  14). 

ething  is  radically  wrong  with  our  nation  and  its  people  &ii±Hk  when  the 

order  of  things  gets  perverted.   ±>cwHHx:fca±k±H^t^cax±H8sfccpxxtHE{±h^x3&xt 

Kss&kyaavt   (Illustration  of  results  of  abortion  clinic  in  Washington  D.O.) 

It  is  rather  ironic  that  this  should  happen  right  at  the  heart  of  our  seat  of 

gv_prnment.  I  was  talking  to  a  local  pastor  this  pant  wee     "      Id  me  of 

a  conversation  he  hac      a  young  lady  not  too  loi      .       ;irl  said  she 

was  against  capital  punishment  and  would  campaign  to  keep  it  abolished.   His 

reply  to  her  was,  "And  I  suppose  you  are  in  favor  of  xSnaxkisra:  unrestricted 

abortion?"  Her  ans'     as,  "Yes,  I  atp.   To  which  he  replied,  "It  is  rather 

ironic  that  you  are  concerned  with  saving  the  lives  of  criminals  who  deserve 

death,  but  show  no  concern  for  unborn  children  who  do  not  deserve  to  die." 

bave  our  values  all  twisted  and  distorted.   e  have  become  so  obsessed  with 

disturbing  someone's  rights  that  we  do  not  wish  to  offend  anyone,  and  so  it  Is 

live  and  let  live.   Jo  not  talk  to  a  Jew  about  Christ,  because  he  has  his  right 

to  believe  as  he  sees  fit.   Do  not  talk  about  religion  in  school  because  you 

may  offend  some  parent  who  wants  to  be  loose  and  liberal.   Just  play  it  cool 

end  let  everyone  do  his  or  her  own  thing.    hat  do  you  suppose  would  have  hap- 

:   ted  if  a  lot  of  those  who  worked  to  found  our  nation  would  have  playe 

cool?   (Illustration  of  Haying  It  Cool  in  1776) 

me  aside::  from  the  words  of  God,  and  we  have  sought  to  be  other  tl 
We  no  longer  need  God.  le   only  open  our  churches  for  an  hour  on 


.ay,  "because  that  is  enou      ,:■  to  give  to  God.   /e  have  too  many  other 
gs  to  do  and  we  cannot  give  the  da;      to  Him  as  we  once  did.   .,'e  do  not 
want  to  he  bothered  during  the  week  with  prayer  meetings,  or  Bible  study,  or 

ir  rehearsal  because  it  will  interfere  with  cur  lodge  meetings,  or  the  enter- 
;  of  ourselves  in  some  other  way* 
Then  we  wring  our  hands  and  lament  that  the  crime  rate  has  gone  up  by  astronomi- 
cal numbers.   Our  young  people  are  involved  in  drugs  and  pre-marital  sex  and 
violence.   The  adult  po  ulation  has  escaped  to  a  smmdzK^L   world  of  social  engage- 
ments and  country  club  living,  with  social  drinking  so  that  we  have  over  9 
million  aKksxH  alcoholics  in  our  nation.  Many  of  these  are  from  middle  income 
homes,  and  we  cry  "/hat  has  happened?" 

refuse  to  believe  that  any  change  which  must  occurr  in  our  nation  must  begin 
not  with  somebody  else,  but  with  ME.   (Illustration  of  Jwight  L.  Moody  and  what 
he  said  about  the  individual).   If  I  expect  to  see  a  return  to  thes  country  of 
t   lav;  and  order  and  decency  upon  which  it  was  founded,  I  have  to  begin  within 
my  own  heart.   If  I  expect  to  see  this  nation  return  to  a  nation  of  people  under 
God,  I  must  begin  by  seeking  God's  church  more  than  Just  when  I  feel  like  it. 
I  must  begin  to  read  my  Bible  and  pray  more  than  I  ever  have  in  my  life.   I 
need  to  begin  to  show  that  Jesus  Christ  means  more  to  me  than  just  a  name  in 
an  obscure  hook.   Cur  nation  needs  Jesus  Christ  at  its  very  core,  moreso  today 
than  at  any  other  time.   We  have  had  enough  time  k±&  trying  to  solve  our  pEHtexa: 
problems  with  the  wily  nilly,  mamby  paraby,  wishy  washy,  way  :"       fell,  live  and 
let  live."   lie  need  to  turn  out  HfcasxEEXXKtaoEKlsHii  dozens  of  people  from  our 
Churches  on  Junday  morning  who  are  fired  up  for  the  Lord,  and  willing  to  speak 
to  their  friends  and  relatives  and  neighbors  about  it  sometime  during  the  wee1'. 
This  is  what  is  going  to  turn  our  nation  around. 
(Illustration  of  little  girl  and  helping  Liberty  hold  the  torch). 

y  people  are  questioning  who  Is  going  to  help  hold  up  the  torch  of  liberty 
;  it  falls  back  on  you  and  me»   God  has  given  us  the  choice  of  being 
Heads  Or  Tails,   irci  .a  we  stand  forth  on  this  200th  birthday  of  our  nation 
today,  what  will  it  be  for  you?  Are  -     iads?   r  are  you  Tails! 


_ 
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ST,    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler.    Pennsylvani  a 
fth  Sunday   After  Pentecost  July    I  1 , 

The   Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mr*    Ralph   Cooper,    ChoIr   Director 
M>ry   Dellen* 


ORDER  OF   '.ORSHIP  -    10:0^  A.M. 
Prelude :  "Pavan"  Rowley 

Please  9e  silent  when  the  Prelude   music  begins 
•Progessi onal  Hymn  No.    PI      "Joyful,    joyful,    we   adore   Thee" 

*A&CHIPTrON 

•Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)    "0   Lord  Oun   Gon,    great4    eternal, 

WONDERFUL     IN    GLORY,     WHO    KEEPEBT     COVENANT    AND     PROMISE 
FOR    THOSE    THAT     LOVE    THEE    W  I  TH    THEIR     ^HoLE     HEART,      who 

art  the  life  of  all,  the  help  of  those  that  flee  unto 
thee,  the  hope  of  those  »'h0  cry  unto  theet  cleanse  ub 
from  our  sins,  &nd  from  every  thought  displeasing  to 
thy  goodness*  Cleanse  our  souls  ant  bodies,  our  hearts 
and  consciences,  that  v 1 th  a  pure  heart  and  a  clear  mind, 
with  perfect  love  and  calm  hope,  w_  may  venture 

CONFIDENTLY  AND  FEARLESSLY  TO  PRAY  UNTO  THEE.   AmEN . " 

•KYRtE  (Congregation   and   Pastor) 

"Assurance  of  Pardon 
*Prai se 

•Pastor  :      '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:      And  our  mouth   shall   show  forth   thy   praise 
•Dqxology 
Scripture:  Deuteronomy  3:    12-20 

Hymn  No,    20?     "Depth  of  mercy! " 
•Affirmation  or   Faith   (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call   to   Prayer 

Pastor!      The   Lord   be  with  you- 
People:      Ano  with   thy   spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  ub  Pray. 
Prayer    and   Ffayer   Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory  "Song1'  Peeters 

"-cognition  of  Vacation  Bible   School  Leaders    and  Workers 


Solo 


"Let  There  Be  Peace  on  Earth" 


Ml  LL'ER 

sung  by   Leanne   Heaton,    Guest   Soloist 
Sermon:  "THE  OLD  SAW" 

Prayer  and   Loro's   Prayer 
•Hymn  or  Deo/cation  No.    217   "Rock  of  Ages" 
•Benediction  and   Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  FqstludeJ    "Postluoe  on  'Hymn  to  Joy1"      Beethoven 
_____  ^  _  *Congregat ion   Standing  -------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar   have  been   placed   by 
Mr.   &  Mrs.   Cqyle  Fooler   in  memory  or  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers   today  are;      *Wally   Feoer>    John   >n_w, 
Mont  MacKinney,    Hers    Shearer   and   Steve  Vargo. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    Charles    Penar  will   be   the  Greeters 

at   the  door  today, 
Nursery  will  be   provided   today   by:     Sandy  Sheppeck, 
Bonnie  Venbel  and  Marci    Sheppeck. 
The    attendance   last  Sun-ay  was    IS4 
^P  Hospitalized:     Mrst    Gr^f  fi-»-_TrrN,   Mi?",   HnLnA   Lippolo 
(Norman),    Mr-    Fa-l  '-^n.ft^f    (St-    Francis)^    Mf?s.    Eleanor 
McWilliamb   (St.   Margarets). 


"G 


c 


serial 


_  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  family  and  fr i  ends  of 
Mr,  Everett  McCandlebs  who  passed  away  July  7» 

'frig     LABT    COUPLE    OF     YFAFa     THFV     HAVE     LIVED     IN     FLORIDA. 

Tonight  -  J\00  -  Finance   Committee  Meeting 
Don't   forget  to    reserve   July  23,?4t    25  -  ARC   Camping 
at  Pymatuning   State  Park      (Sfe   article    in  Newsletter) 
Anyone    in  the   Church    is    invited  -   all   you   need    is 
c amp  1  ng  equ  1  PMC nt ,         Warlens    -iieuer   bi_'l:hd^-'   too 
:«s.   Mary  Young  of   Sunnwiew   (-ara   Snow's  Mother)  _jex±en 
wiLLBE  SO  on  July    I  7th  -  let  us   not   forget   tq      un,:xv   1^'be 

REM EMS ER    JfttO     SEND    HER     A     BIRTHDAY    CARD. 

outh  Choir  -  Anyone  entering  the  fourth  grade  and  up 
who  would  be  interested  in  joining  the  youth  cho 1  r 
please  leave  your  name  in  the  office.  Members  from 
Last  year  please  sign  up  also  so  we  know  exactly  how 
many  extra  robeb  will  sf  available. 

There  are  still  some  special  -  (Green)  Living  Bibles 
in  the  office  at  a  special  price  of  $6.75* 

We  appreciate  all  of  the  Leaders  and  Helpers  and  anyone 
who  had  anything  to  do  with  helping  out  of  vacation 
Church  School.  We  wqulc  like  to  thank  all  of  those 
who  baked  cookies  for  the  youth. 


he 
Te::  :   umbers  32:1 


Jcrip:   out.  5:12-20 

^'   ke  j  air  ley  &  my  sermons) 
fcwssage  samefeneas  &irr  terms/par© ses 

.  ie"'"~-  :   3     w, homely  sayin  well  worn  with  repetit 
sue  _  as        cher  rilled  "his  serm  •  it!  wise  saws 

2   use  n  01  3aw,  but  word    I  as  used  tin  immem 
Script;  Mose  reiter  wander  events  peop  Is 

subtitle:  0|  ■  a  land  given  the  2}i   tribes 
Numbers  1?.i    LXLGXfVH  an^  as  took  plac  ? 
ys,  1--J  ^ead  twice , 

vss  2^5  ask  Hose  let  settle,  vs  6  Hose  ask  quest; 
yp  9 «  Mose  tell  thots  concern  others, recount  histor; 
vs  15.  want  best  land  4  cattle, vs  17,  assur  Hose 
"Vss  18—19.,  mor  assur  Hose, 'Hose  giv  permission 

rest  chap  tell  Reuben, Gad,}?  trib  Manasseh  settle 
_Leason  sound  good, logic , but  conflic  G  want, 
plac         Land, Pi  the:/  compromis  &  insult  G  coven 
Based  nn  ^  \.s  -7  Sc  brot  4-th  01  Saw,Luv  G  no  other, 
Js=No  man  serv  2  master, luv  1  ,hate  other, hold  2  1, 
despise  other.   Ganno  serv  G    ammon. 
1  plac  prop  prior  hand  Isites,but  self is  took  precei 
.oub,  Gad,  lianas  sites  no  rej  G,but  want  do  own  thing 
:  car  number  1 f&  they     gold  opp  tak  adteant  may 
never  cv     .in 
House, town,pastur  all  set  up, no  cultiv, plow, clear, et< 
Ho  Tie     ,    •.  By, it  now=No  need  futur  proms  Lord 
:  happen?  Succeed  busi  no  try?  no  effort  million 

Js  say,. /at  shall  prof  man  gain  who   "orld  los  soul 
L" "  lus  man  ■  ^^-^r  fip-iT^r^nyrn  Bcuz  greed)  < 

ib ,GadtManasites , repeat  every  day, am  4-feit  soul 
4  personal  greed, self ishness 
No  1 , Cong, Xpian, can  serv  self 

i  no  stop  thin  sid  Jord,pres  op.  Prom  Land  &  serv 

rjll-ng  ..fnr.irCf  .,r-p.O  hi^  lyrics  do  "  liv  on 

it  2   Rock  Js  Xp  must  nov/challeng,opports  2  ;;erv 
alway  ther  simply  Bcuz  we  SAW,  need  avert  this 
G  4-bid  it  plac  2  furth  selves" 

Insted=all  mov  2  that  Rock  which  Js  Xp  Saviour 
-nov  2  that  rock  &  0  in  Rock  Prom  Land, Gov  G- 
ard  circum,probs,obstacs,opports  wit'   •orld, 
Bliever  says 'with  LordtI  mus  do  will  Him  who  sent" 
It  truth/wr ong , r i ght/err or , ho line s s/sin , Xp/Satan , 
fhis  world/next. 

C<"  nro  trib  stil  with  usf&  wud  glad  hav  us  swell 
rl^ecs  with  phys  &  spiritual  presence, but  G  grant  we 
nev  desert  2  their  ranks  Bcuz  we  dec id  2B  part 


"The  Old  jaw" 

■      umbers   7>2:1 ,    "  ;  CHILD-.:    . 

:  ■      _  *   THE  LAND 

OF  JA         ,  OF  GILEAJJ,    THAT,    B  :  .<        ,     ?HE   P] 

•OR  CAT  JLE}" 

Lpture:  Deuteronomy  3:12-20 
Somebody  asked  my  wife  once  about  my  sermons.   Dhe  sqid,  "They  all  sound  pretty 
much  the  same,  but  I  think  he  hollers  in  different  places." 

;imea  the  message  is  the  same,  except  that  it  is  encased  in  different  terms 
and  phrases.   abcsoijqOTKSEcfctdbsxaixkKX  .ebster's  Dictionary  says  that  an  Old  ^aw, 
is  an  old  homely  saying  that  is  well  worn  with  repetition,  such  as,  "The  preach- 
er filled  his  sermon  with  vise  saws."   An  Old  Saw  then,  other  than  being  an 
eld  homely  repetition  a  preacher  may  use,  is  something  that  speaks  a  truth 
through  endless  ages  and  generations.   I  would  like  to  not  only  use  our  subject 
this  morning  as  "An  Old  Saw»"  but  also  to  use  the  word  "Daw"  as  it  has  been 
used  since  time  immemorial. 

?  Scripture  for      morning  dee      rh  a  re-iterati      loses  of  sorae  of 
thw events  which  had  transpired  in  the  wanderings  of  the  people  of  Israel  in 
the  desert.   A  subtitle  at  the  beginning  of  the  reading  simply  states,  "Og's 
land  given  the  2)'>   tribes."   This  is  the  tale  as  it  was  recapped  for  the  Israelite 
as  history.  But  I  would  like  for  us  to  turn  to  the  32nd  chapter  of  the  bo; 
lumbers,  where  we  find  recorded  by  Doses,  the  actual  account  as  it  tool:  place. 
',,'e  read  in  verse  one,  (read  this  and  repeat,  "And  when  they  saw,").  Then  read 
on  through  verse  5.   They  are  asking  Doses  to  let  them  settle  in  this  land  and 
not  to  require  they  cross  the  Jordan  with  the  others.   Verse  5,  Moses  asks  them 

if  they  are  willing  to  sit  idly  by  on  this  side  of  the  Jordan,  while  their 

by  themselves  which 

brothers  cross  the  Jordan  and  fight  the  battles  art  must  be  fought  there. 


Verse  7,  he  initmates  that  their  decision  to  stay  on  this  side,  could 
easily  influence  some  of  the  others  to  desire  to  stay  on  this  side,  and  thus 
bring  about  a  condition  of  turning  against  what  God  wants  them  to  do.   Moses 
recounts  to  their-  memory  the  record  of  the  spies  going  out  Into  the  valley  of 
Eshcol  and  coming  back  and  turning  the  people  against  the  will  of  God,  by 
trusting  in  their  human  knowledge. h£  He  tells  how  God  became  exptremely  angry 


-2- 

with  them,  and  because  of  this  Sod  decreed  that  only  Joshua  and  Caleb  were  to 
set   ot  in  the  promised  land.   All  of  their  fathers  and  the  ones  living  at  that 
with  the  exception  of  Hoses,  Joshua  and  Oaleb,  were  now  dead.  Here  was  the 

letely  new  generations  that  were  ready  to  cross  over  and  receive  the  inherit- 
ance as  promised  by  God,  and  they  were  doing  the  same  thing  and  turning  from  God. 

they  xx  strive  to  assure  Moses  that  their  desires  are  merely  to  have  the  best 
pastures,  and  grazing  land  for  their  cattle,  vs  15.   They  assure  him  that  once 
the?/  have  taken  care  of  their  herds,  and.  sfesxx  settled  their  families,  they  will 

to  settle  the  others  across  the  Jordan,  vs  1?.   They  tell  Moses  the;;  will 
not  return  to  their  hones  until  their  brethren  are  properly  settled  in  the  land 
on  the  /est  bank  of  the  Jordan,  vs  1      ,' .   Moses  then  tells  them  that  if  they 
will  do  as  they  have  promised  they  will  not  be  guilty  before  the  Lord,  but  if  they 

to  do  as  they  have  said,  then  God  will  punish  then  for  it.   The  rest  of  this 
32nd  chapter  tells  how  the  sone  of  T^uben,  and  the  sons  of  Gad,  and  the  sons  of 
the   tribe  of  Ganasseh  settled  the  land  east  of  the  Jordan  river. 

he  reasons  these  ve  for  their  desire  to  settle  on  this  side  of  the  Jor- 

dan were  very  legitimate.   It  was  sound  reasoning  and  logic,  but  it  conflicted 
with  what  God  wanted  them  to  do.   Their  place  was  inside  the  promised  land,  and 
not  over  and  away  from  it.  Their  reasoning  was  one  of  compromise  and  it  was  an 
insult  to  the  covenant  promise  of  God.   Their  decision  was  based  upon  the  little 

illy  inoffensive  word,  "SAW."         ,  '    ."   This  lo       Tick  they  did 
at  the  fertile  green  pastures  stretching  before  and  around  them,  brought  forth 
"The  Old  law,"  which  had  always  been  a  part  of  their  very  life  and  existence. 
This  old  saw  was  simply  a  re-it erntion  of  a  purtion  of  the  10  Commandments, 
which  has  to  do  with  serving  only  God,  and  not  the  things  othis  worlds  or  the 
things  of  man.   Jesus  added  to  this  an'  gave  it  an  actual  form  when  He  stated, 

man  can  serve  two  masters,  for  either  he  will  hnte  the  one  and  love  the  other; 
1  itsxxisa: dfc&KXSaos  hold  to  the  one,  and  despise  the  other.   Ye  cannot 
serve  God  and  mammon."   Cr  in  other  words  you  cannot  serve  God  an"  the  things  of 
the  world  or  of  man. 


God  placed  the  proper  priority  in  the  hands  of  the  Israelites,  hut  as  so  often 

;ho  case,  their  selfish  desires  too!:  precedence  over  the  demands  of  God. 
The  Aeubenites ,  the  Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Hanasseh  had  not  shown  a 
direct  cleiire  to  reject  God,  but  they  let  their  selfish  motives  intervene  into 
what  they  should  have  done.        ire  concerned  with  taking  care  of  the  number 
one  priority  as  far  as  they  were  concerend,  and  that  was  them,  ->o   it  was  that 
they     . ':   nd  the  end  result  of  their  seeing  was  that  xiex&pephx  a  golden  op- 
portunity seemed  to  drop  right  into  their  laps  and  they  were  going  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it,  for  it  may  never  come  again,  or  so  they  must  have  reasoned. 
Here  was  the  chance  to  get  set  up  in  a  strange  land  without  having  to  go  through 
all  of  the  formalities  of  "krcrr  clearing  and  cultivating  land,  and  building  houses 
and  gigging  wells,  and  all  of  the  other  things  that  would  be  required  in  the 
new  land  over  the  Jordan.  Sight  before  them  was  the  houses  built,  the  towns  i 
Lea  of  the  Amorites  whom  they  defeated  ready  to  be  moved  into,  and  all  that 
needed  for  comfortable  living,  right  at  hand.   Who  could  ask  for  anything 
more?   '.Jhy  settle  for  that  "Pie  in  the  sky,  by  and  by,"  when  it  was  here  right 
now  2   Count  us  out      .   i  don't  need  your  future  promises,  we  can  have  them 
today. 

But  what  was  the  end  result  of  what  they  did?   Sid  they  succeed  in  their  busi- 
ness without  really  trying?   ..'ere  they  able  to  become  the  wealthy  landowners 
Without  the  necessary  efforts  needed?   Did  they  beomce  the  new  millionaires 
of  that  sector  and  live  happily  ever  „fter?   Hie  end  result  is  to  be  found  in 

1  Chronicles  5:25,  26,  " 

HKMXI  lYED  THE  H  U.     !  I  OPVTHE 

DEM.       :.■.-  [I       I? 

'IRRED  DP  TB  01  KING         I  ,  H* 

,   :       8KKEX11  I  !UB  r.        >, 
.  ,  AND  THE  HALF  TR!  !H,  AND  -  AH, 

(  AMD  KARA,  ,  UNTO  THIS  DAY. 

Jesus  said,  "What  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose 

own  soul?"  This  is  the  message  which  God  has  tried  to  impart  to  mankind 

ever  since  the  beginning  of  time* 

(Illustration  of  man  an   i   ing  ship,  drowning  because  of  fjreed,  and  selfishness 
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you  see  the  story  of  the  R^ubenites ,  the  Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Mana- 
sse   is  not  an  isolated  case  in  history,  but  is  rspea  ;ed  each  and  ever-  day. 
Man  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  all  walks  of  life  is  willing  to  forfeit 
his  very  soul  for  his  own  personal  greed  and  selfishness. 

No  one  can  be  concerned  with  feathering  his  own  nest  and  forget  everything  and 

congregation 
everyone  around  him.   No  h&xks&  can  se-"ve  themselves  completely  and  isolate  them- 
selves from  service  outside  of  their  small  circle.  No  Christian  ca  i  serve  his 
own  selfish  needs  and  forget  to  serve  His  Christ,  lie   are  not  to  stop  here  on 
this  side  of  our  Jordan,  but  we  must  press  on  toward  that  promised  land  and  be 
content  to  serve  in  whatever  pasture  our  Father  gives  to  us. 
(Illustration  of  Rock  Of  Ages,  kugustus  Toplady) 

His  lyrics  do  indeed  live  on,  but  you  see  it  is  to  that  Roc      sh  is  Jesus 
Christ  that  we  must  move,  The  challenges  are  always  there,  as  well  as  the  op- 
portunities to  serve  our  needs  simply  because  "We  Saw."   But  God  forbid  that 
it   ;  -;aid  of  us  that  "We  saw  and  behold  the  place  was  a  place  that  was  good  for 
the  furthering  of  ourselves.   Let  it  in  be  instead  that  all  of  us  see  that 
distant  Rock  which  is  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour.,  And  that  it  is  to  that  Rock 
toward  which  we  ever  move.   For  in  that  Bock  we  see  the  promised  land  and  the 
fulfillment  of  God's  covenant  through  Him. 

artless  of  the  circumstances,  the  problems,  the  obstacles,  or  the  opportuni- 
ties with  the  world,  the  believer  says  with  His  Lord,  "I  must  do  the  will  of 
who  sent  raes"   It  is  either  truth  or  error,  right  or  wrong,  holiness  or  sin, 
Christ  or  Satan,  this  world  or  the  next.   The  compromising  tribes  are  still 
with  us,  and  would  gladly  have  us  swell  their  ranks  with  our  physical  and 
spiritual  presence,  but  God  grant  that  we  may  never  desert  to  their  ranks 
because  we  decided  to  be  a  part  of  "The  Old  Caw." 


ST.    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH   OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Sixth   Sunday  After  Pentecost  JuLv    IS,     (976 

The  Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link*    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Cho I r  Director 
Pattv  McWjlliams   and  Ricky  Vinroe  -  Agolvtes 

ORDER  OF  ''.ORSHIF  -    10:00  A.M. 
Prelude:      "Jesu,    Joy  or  Man's    Desiring'1  Saqh 

Please   re   silent  when  the   Prelude  music    begins 

*PRQCE98J0NAL    HvMN     No .     &        "PRAISE     VE     THE    LoRn,      THE 

A  LM 1  GH  T  V  " 
*ASCRI PT1QN 
*E?iHoRTATrON 

•Confession   ( I n  Unison)    "Mqbt  Holy  and  Merciful   Father, 
"jE   acknowledge    and  confess   bffgrf  thef;    our  sinful 

NATURE  PRONE  TO  EVIL  ANt>  SLOTHFUL  IK  GOOOl  AND  ALL  OUR 
SHORTCOMINGS  AND  OFFENSES.    THOU  ALONE  KNQ'."E&T  HOW  OFTEN 
WE  HAVE  SINNED;   IN  i*'ANI>£R  J  NG  FROM  THV  '"AYS  ;   IN  WASTING 
THV  GIFTS;   IN  FORGETTING  THY  LOVE*   BUT  THOU,  0  LoRP, 
HAVE  PI  TV  UPON  US1  WHO  A^E  ASHAMED  AND  SIJRWY  FOR  ALL 
(."HEREIN  WE  HAVE  DISPLEASED  THEE.   TEACH  US  TO  HATE  OUR 
ERRORS;  CLEANSE  US  FROM  OUR  SECRET  FAULTS;  AND  FORGIVE 
OUR  BINS  FOR  THE  BAKE  OF  THV  OEAR  SON.    And  0  MOST  HOLY 
AND  LOVING  FATHER  I  HELP  US  WE  BESEECH  THEEl  TG  LIVE  IN 
THY  LIGHT  AND  WALK  IN  THE  "!AVQ'(  ACCORDING  TO  THE  COMMAND- 
MENTS of  Jesus  Christ  our  Ujro.   Amen." 
*Kyrie      (Congregation  and  Pastor) 
'Assurance  of  Pardon 
*PraI se 

*Pastqr:      r0   Lord  open  our   lips, 

*Peoflei      And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxqlogv 
Scripture:  Hebrews    II:    1-16 

Hymn  No,   3'^     "How  firm  a  foundation" 
'Affirmation  of   Faith   (Statement  or  Faith)    front  of  Hymnal 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call   to   Prayer 
Pastor i 
People: 
Pastor: 
J 


The   Lord   se  with  vou. 
And  <"Ith  thy  spirit. 
Let  us   Pray. 


Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory      "'Sweti ish  Hymn    (mprov I  gat  ion" 
Report   on  Penn  West   Conference  Ann  Williams 

Duet:        Irl    Believe    in  Miracles11  Peterson 

bung  av  Von  ano  Karen  Moloney 
Sermon;  "GOD'S   GIRAFFES" 

Praver  and   Lord's  Prayer 
*Hvmn  of  Dedication  No.    22\    "Mv   faith  looks   up  to   Thee" 

•BcNEDtCTIQN     AND    THREE     FoLD    AMEN 

Organ  Postlude:      "Senedictus   on    'Si gi  li an  Mar i ncrs"1 

___    *CONGREGATION    StANDING    __---- 

The  Lovely  Flowers   on  the  Altar   Have   been   placed   ev 
Mrs.  Margaret  McClvmonds    in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 

Serving   as  Ushers   tqpay   are:   +Robpie  Vinroe,    3ob   Dellen, 
Brian  Pfase,    Steve  Smith,   Chris   Pfase. 
Eloer   and  Mrs.    Roland   Thompson  will  represent  Council. 
and   se  greeters   at  the  door   tohay. 

NURSEHV    WILL     BE     PROVIDED     TOFAY     BY!    TqM    akd     JutiY 

Massart  and  Ellen  Master.         frA*j-     ''-" 
The  attendance  Last  Sunoav  i^s  I96 
^^Hospitalized;  Mrs.  Grace  Charlton.   'S. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  McWilli  amb, 
i^^  (St.  Margarettb  Hospital)      in  Pittsburgh. 
^^   Tonight  -  7:00  -  Meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee 
Mrs.  Bert  Knauer  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who 
sent  cards  and  well  wishes  while  she  wab  in  Hospital. 
Next  weekend  -  July  2]>,    2K   25  -   ARC  Camping  at 
Pym  a  tuning  State  Pafk  (See  article  in  Newsletter) 
Anyone  IN  the  Church  is  invited  -  all  you  need  is 

VOUR    CAMPING    EQUIPMENT.         PLEABE    SIGN    UP     TODAY    - 
$ty.  00    FEE,     NAMrS    OF     THOSE      IN     FAMILY,     MAKE     OF    CAR, 
_^_  AND    CAfl     LICENSE. 

"^5^  Youth  ChoJR  -  Anyone    interested    in  joining   and   you 
will  be   entering   the  fourth   grade  and  up  -  please 
bign  up    in  the  office.      Members   from   last   year   please: 
sign  up   also   -  we   w|ll  know  exactlv   h0wi  many   rq9es 
will   be   available. 

(Green)    Living  Bibles  are   available    in   the  Office   - 
if  you  v'ould   like  one    at   thts   special  price   of   $'€..75 
please   let  us   know, 
The   7th  Church-at-the-Fa ir  Service  will  be  held   next 
Sunday  -  July  25  at   7 :  "JG  P.M.    in  the  grandstand   at 
;  Butler  Fair  Grounds  -  422  West. 


- 

:  ,    :  ?i  ture:  Keb.  11: 1-1 6 

=  neck  out , 

r    j      ft^accacia  &  Mamos      ,  '  ore   tlir 

11tl    sb  £'s  heroes,      'ame*G's   :'. 
;cri  : 
(i:   .s  minister  pray  rain  &  where  umbrella;  ■■ 

,    ;bi  i  eu  i  i  from  BII 
Iric  -     itli  Crisis  course 

payer:    (Illus  native   ■  :d) 

cum  boldly  2  throne  not  half  harted,  . 

prove  G-odrG  separ  wud  B  Xpians  from  real  Xpian 
llus  no  underst  bristles  ,featherr-; , milk, wool) 
provid  but  how  bout  us? 
2  yrs  Centennial=look  wat  ancestors  left 

)Z  waited    til  had  last  4i  ost  S000,wait" 

ped  out    i  ithf"Lord  U  will  provide 

add  on  &  hear  negativs  &  sour 
If  do  -  rant  we  plac  His  hands  «  let   i    -..^ovide 

,IF  I 
J  OUT  A  BLESS:   r ,  ?HAT  THE  IV  IT 

/  .  _  ' 
negativ?  Of  corse  not, but  we  limit  G 
We  oft   lik  flock  sheep    "':  folio   other  sheep  8s  run 
scared/insted  B  G-iraff  &  stick  necks  out  4  bles .:  i 
11th  chap  Heb  no  showcase  ful  trophies  person  v/ho  ,- 
i/insted  it  scrip  examp  4-  us  2  follow 
:hins  wrong  B  sheep  wen  need  B, 

?ong  B  sheep  vma  sbud  B  Giraffes 
Let's   step  out  &  folio  G"S  Giraffe  ;t&  B  own  Giraffes 


"God's  Giraffes" 

11:3, 

!>H  PAIT   ■  ID   THAT      i  'RAMED 

:  ■  mat 

Lpture:  Hebrews  11:1-16 

When  we  consider  God's  creation  we  know  that  many  tines  some  of  the  heat  object 
lessons  for  our  faith,  are  to  be  found  in  the  animal  knigdonu  We  know  for  in- 
stance that  the  Bible  mentions  sheep  quite  often,  and  when  we  ponder  what  si 
are  and  what  they  do,  we  realize  ttut  they  are  a  good  animal  as  opposed  to  an 
evil  one.   e  joke  about  them  being  automatic  lawn  mowers  because  of  the  fact 
that  they  are  constantly  bending  down  and  chewing  and  e^ti        .   We  also 
know  that  they  are  very  meek  and  mild,  and  it  from  this  that  many  Christians 
take  the  mistaken  notion  that  in  order  to  be  a  good  Christian  we  are  to  be  mee 

mild  and  very  inoffensive  in  our  lives.   But  this  is  wrong,    J  are  to  exenpl- 
fche  sheep  in  that  we  treat  others  gently  and  mildly  and  kindly t   but  we  are 
to  exemplify  some  other  animals  as  well. 

fe  for  instance  is  a  rather  strange  animal.   This  animal  is  also  known 
as  axM  Oamelopard.  It  can  grow  to  the  height  of  18  feet  :"     te  hoof  to  the 
top  of  its  head.   It  is  very  fleet  of  foot  and  it  eats  mostly  leaves  an 
of  trees  that  most  other  animals  cannot  reach.   gHkxEraa.xJs.kxKX  I  once  saw  a 
cartoon  where  a  cl  L]    as  looking  at  a  Giraffe  in  the  zoo,  and  he  turned  to  his 
dad  and  said,  "  Boy  I  would  hate  to  be  like  bin  and  get  a  sore  throat."   We 
know  of  course  that  the  Giraffe  does  have  a  very  long  neck.  The  thing  that 
makes  a  Gira  'f e  altogether  different  from  any  other  animal  is  the  fact  that  hh 
msktEE  in  order  to  survive  it  must  always  be  sticking  its  neck  out.   It  cannot 
just  reach  down  a  short  distance  to  the  ground  as  the  sheep  does,  and  find  the 
grass  that  is  there.   It  must  reach  among  the  tree::  for  the  leaves  m&   of  the 
Acaccia  and  the  Mimossa  it  lives  on.   xfc  And  this  is  what  God  requires  of 

aver  they     be.  If  we  read  the  history  of  God's  people  we  can 
r   lily  see  that  they  xses  could  be  considered  as  God's  Giraffes,  for  they 
were  willing  to  stick  their  necks  out  by  fait  . 
The  11th  chapter  of  Hebrews  is  a  roll  call  of  God's  heroes.   It  has  been  called 


jod's  Hall  of  Fame,  and  rightly  so.  It  lists  the  men  and  women  who  lived  for 
d  who       ;h  their  faith  were  willing  not  to  he  meek  and  mild  and  tame, 
(nerve,        o  instead  were  bold,  and  strong,  and  most  of  all  were 
billing  to  t      id  at  His  Word,  and  to  be  for  all  intents  and  purposes 
jriraffes.  We  read  the  first  16  verses  of  the  11th  chapter  as  ur  Scripture, 
Let  us  look  at  it  whal  through  it. 

•te:  vs  1 ,  Faith  cannot  he  seen  or  felt  or  handled,  it  is  somet 
sither  accent  outright,  or  reject  it. 
vs  2,  iien  of  God  had  this  kind  of  faith. 

3-od  created  all  things,  and  they  were  made  from  things  that  we  cannot  see  or  eve 
about. 

-.  .he]  was  the  first  sacrifice  for  sin.  By  his  faith  in  Sod  he  is  still  held 

s  the  example  of  faith  to  follow. 

cb  was  so  faithful  he  ±±±   was  not  required  to  die  as  everyone  else  did. 

"■,  'e  cannot  please  G-od  without  faith,  for  it  is      Lth  that  we  are  able  to 

live  as  He  wants  us  to,  and  to  do  His  will.   How  can  you  follow  something  in 

which  you  do  not  believe? 

vs  7»  Koah  must  have  been  the  laughingstock  of  his  day,   Can  you  picture  a  man 

out  building  a  very  large  boat  in  a  field  far  removed  from  any  body  of  water? 

Eis  neighbors  must  have  had  some  good  laughs  ahout  this  crazy  man. 

vs.  3,  Abraham  believed  what  he  heard  G-od  tell  him,  and  he  went  out  to  a  strap 

land  and  believed  that  God  was  going  to  give  him  the  inheritance  he  was  told 

he  would  receive. 

11 
vs  §,  Tiara  came  to  believe  what  she  at  first  had  laughed  at.   She  was  well  past 

the  age  of  child  bearing  and  yet  she  believed  that  God  would  fulfill  his  promise. 

vs  12,    Ls  is  the  end  result  of  t"  >raham.   More  descendents  than 

coi"  1  po    Ly  ever  be  counts  . 

vss  13-16,  All  of  these  people  died  in  faith  and  because  of  their      .  they  live 

eternally  with  God, 


(Illust  ation  of  minister  ■        regation  gathering  tc  Ln). 

If  ■   are  going  '       t  God  and  even  as!:  God  to  do  tl      :e  must  believe  it 

sincerely  and  act  upon  it.   T±Jis  is  what  the  author  of  Hebrews  is  saying  in  the 
3rd  verse.   He  is  saying  that  it  i     ith  in  God  that  tells  us  that  God  created 
the  world  '<nd  all  that  is  in  it,  but  we  cannot  understand  completely  how  all  of 
this  came  about,  and  that  we  si         b  and  believe  that     id  it.   But  faith 
such  as  this  is  based  first  of  all  in  God's  ./ord.   rfe  read  story  after  story  of 
the  faith  of  God's  men  and  women.  Hebrews  11  gives  us  a  complete  list  of  the  . 
Vj'eccannot  prove  everything  in  God's  .'ord,  and  so  it  becomes  a  matter  of  accept- 
ing some  things  and  knowing  that  God  ratals  His  secrets  at  His  own  time  and  choos- 
ing. 
A  professor  at  Lancaster  Seminary  taught  a  course  on  what  was  known  then  as  the 

d  Crisis.  His  entire  premise  was  that  if  you  could  not  prove  something 
scientifically,  it  never  happened.   By  talcing  this  attitude  he  did  away  with 
abi"  ''   90fS  of  the  Bible.   But  God  doesn't  have  to  prove  anything  to  us  to  make  us 
im,    a  aerely  asks  that  we  accept         i    ord,  and  He  will  re- 
us through  His  .'ord. 
And  then  faith  comes  from  God  through  prayer.   .e  cannot  have  a  vital  faith 
unless  we  are  willing  to  seel;  His  guidance  and  help  through  prayer,   '.'hen  we  ask 

to  do  something,  we  not  only  need  to  make  the  request,  but  we  need  to  be- 
lieve that  He  is  going  to  do  it. 

(Illustration  of  God  sup      ;  ice  when  needed).   This  is  the  kind  of  praying 
we  need  to  get  involved  in.   Too  often  our  prayers  are  we„k  and  superficial 
because  we  ask  God  in  a  half-hearted  way.   But  we  need  to  come  boldly  to  the 
race  and  make  our  petitions  there.   XE>cKHHi±xfcHxmaissxiikEX±liBX 

then  faith  cones  from  trying  God  out,  by  proving  Kim.       is  where 

a  way  of  separating  the  would-be  Christians,  from  the  real  Christians. 
(I^ustration  of  Hot  understanding  grass  into  bristles,  wool,  milk  and  feathers) 
We  know  that  God  is  going  to  provide  these  things  for  His  animals,  because  that 
is  a  part  of  the  naiture  of  His  creation.   But  how  about  the  thi       need? 


In  a  couple  short  years  we  are  going  to  celebrate  the  100th  anniversary  of  t  ' 

on.  Look  around  at  the  things  we  have  here  before  us.  Do  you  suppose 
all  of  this  came  about  because  our  forefathers  had  every  last  dime  to  pay  for  it? 
I  do  not  believe  they  said'jwell,  its  going  to  cost  about  16000  dollars  to  build 
this  church  building  and  we  only  have  a  couple  hundred,  we  better  wait  until  we 
have  it  all."   I  believe  they  said,  "Lord,  you  brought  us  over  here  to  form  this 
congregation  and  now  we  are  "■  '•'-   to  your  blessing  us  with  what  we 

need,"  and  then  they  moved  out  In  faith  and  built.   Oe  have  been  talking  about 
adding  on  and  along  with  it  we  hear  all  sorts  of  negative  reports  and  sour 
grapes.   If  we  are  going  to  do  the  Job  that  Sod  wants  us  to  do,  then  we  are  going 
to  turn  it  over  to  Him  and  say,  "OK  God,  you  are  telling  us  to  accept  you  at 
your  or  ,  and  we  need  to  build  and  so  we  expect  you  to  provide."  God  says, 

ve  me  now  herewith,  i  ill  not  open  the  vg      of  heaven  and  pour  you 

out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it."   He  say  , 
i  ask  ±h  I  will  give  it."  Are  these  words  of  negativism? 

course  not.   But  we  limit  G-od  1sgccfcEy±Hg:^Hx£D±S:H3c-^kia£  and  we  are  like  the 
sheep  of  a  flock  who  follow  the  ±sa±EE  blind  leading  of  other  sheep  who  run  at 
the  slightest  movement  of  the  wind.   Instead  we  need  to  be  like  Giraffes,  and 
stick  out  our  necks  and  reach  for  those  blessings  that  God  is  offering  for  the 
taking. 

The  11th  chapter  of  Hebrews  ±a  was  not  given  by  God  Just  to  have  a  hsowcase  full 
of  trophies  that  only  mean  something  to  the   erson  who  earned  them.   But  instead, 
it  i   :.'   n  as  is  all  jcrlpture  for  an  example  for  us  to  follow.  There  is  nothing 
wrong  with  being  a  sheep  when  the  situation  demands  that  we  be  sheep.  But  there 
Is  something  wrong  when  the  situation  demands  we  be  giraffes,  and  we  continue 
to  be  sheep.  L.et's  step  out  and  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  God's  Giraffes,  and 
be  Giraffes  in  our  own  right. 


BUTLER,     PeNnSYLVANI  A 

Seventh  Sunday  After  Pentecost         July  25,    ' 976 
The  Rev,    Ralph  C,    U nk,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mb,   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Patty  McWilciams  and  Ricky  Vinroe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  "ORSHIP  -    10:00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Grave"   from  Sonata  'No.    2     Mendelssohn 

Please   be   silent  whew  the  Prelude  music   btgins 
•Processional  Hymn  Mo.    '7     n  '   sing   the   chaise  of  love 

unbounded" 
•Ascri pt iom 

•ExHOHTATl ON 

•Confession   (In  Unison)   "0  God   of  Peace,    who   through  thy 
Son  Jesus   Christ  didst  send   forth  one   faith  for  the 
salvation   of  mankind!    send   thy  grace    ant  heavenly   blessing 
upon  all  Christian  people  who   are  striving  to   draw  nearer 
TO   thee,    and  to   each  other,    in  the  unity  of  the  Spjrit  and 

IN  THE  BOND  OF  PEACE*   GlVE  US  PENITENCE  FOR  OUR  DIVISIONS, 
WISDOM  TO  KNOW  THY  TRUTH,  COURAGE  TO  DO  THY  *ILL,  LOVE  THAT 
SHALL  BREAK  DOWN  THE  BARRIERS  OF  PRIDE  AND  PREJUDICE,  AND 
AN  ANSWERVING  LOYALTY  YD  THY  HOLY  NAME.    SUFFER  US  NOT  TO 
3HRIMK  FROM  ANY  ENDEAVOUR  WHICH  19  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THY 
WILL,  FOR  THE  PEACE  AND  UNITY  OF  THY  ChURCH.    GlVE  US 

boldness  to  seek  only  thv  glory  ano  the  advancement  of  thy 
Kingdom,   Unite  js  all  in  thee;  as  thou,  0  Father,  with 
thy  Son  and  the  Holv  Spirit*  art  one  God,  world  without 
end.  Amen* " 

•Kyrie         (Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon 

*PrAIS£ 

'0   Lord  open  our   lips. 

And  our  mouth  shall  sho*1  forth  thy   praise 


•Pastor; 
*People: 

*0OKOLOGY 

Scon  pture : 

Hymn    Nq.    S7 
•Affirmation  of  Faith 
•Gloria  Patri 

^aLl  to  Prayer 

Past"':  The  Lord  be  with  you* 


And  with  thy  spirit. 

Let  ub  Pray. 


Deuteronomy  9'    7-?9 

''Be  still,   mv  soul!   the  Lord   is  on  thv  side" 
(Apostles'    Creed) 


People: 
Pastor: 
Prayer 
Offering 

Offertory         "Offhande"  Peeters 

Duet:  "Bless   Timjs  House"     Nancy  Link   and  Cyndie 

Svbert 
Sermon:  "Divine  Scolding" 

Prayer  and   Lord's  Prayer 
*Hvmn  of  Dedication  No.    ?7S   "0   Love   that  wilt  not  let 

me   go*1 
•Benediction   ant   Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postluce*      "Allegro"   from  Sonata  ISb..    2  Mendelssohn 
--------  *CqNGREGAT InN    Stamping   -------- 

The  Lovelv   Flowers   on  the   Altar   have   been  placed   av 
Mr.    &  MfiSt   Mike  Nazaruk   in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers   today  are;      *Dqn  Kingsley,    Daryl 
TaIt,    John   Dreher,    Garv   Penar   and  Richard  Mangel. 
Elder  u,    Walter  Harmon  will  be   the  Greetep   at   the 

odor  todav. 
Nursery  will   be  provided   tooaV   by;     Mrs,    Virginia 
Mangel,   Marlenc  Riemer  and   Shellv  Hdckengerry. 
The   Attendance  last   Sunday  was  £1£, 
^?*  Tonight  -  7;0^  ~  Meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

This   is  the  "Eekeno  of  the  Campers   at  Pymatuning* 
^^p>  The   seventh  annual  Church-at-the-Fa ir   Service  will   be 
held   tonight   at   7:30  p»m.    in   the   grandstand    at  the 
Butler  Fair  Grounds   -  H22  West. 

^^  '  F     YOU    HAVE    NOT    SIGNED     UP     FOR    THE    YoUTH    Cho  I R     AND 

expect  to  do  so  -  do  it  nqw.   those  that  were  in  the 
Youth  Choir  last  year  -  please  sign  up  again  so  we 

CAN  TELL  HOW  MANY  ROBES  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE.    If  YOU 

are   in   the  fourth   grade  os  up   and    interested    in  c<ho  i  r 

please   sign  up    in  the  office. 
^>-  Hospitalized  -  Mrb  .   Cora  Gutter 
2^»  Monday  -  Aug.   2-  Church  Services  at  Sunnyview  Home. 

Need   singers   and  anyone  wanting  to   go   along. 

Coffee   and  cookies    following   the   service.      Meet    »n 

Reception  Room   inside   Entrance   at    1:00  P.M1, 
Mrs,    Grace   Cb*rlton  would   like   to   thank   the   Congregation 

for  the  lqvely  carob,    flowers   and  prayers   during   her 

recent  stay   in  the  hospital, 


/fA  jf/AM   M*s.y  -/&*"•   M*&TJ 


'.vine  3c  olcl" 

(II 

G  has  temper, not  lin   eaita 

Divine  3c old 
b  scri  ,  -  ■   s      24- 
$11  B4- wander, Abe,  »o<    om 
iv/Bath,ded  bal 

.uest:  Jite  >cold?  G  hate  ev,sin 

.l,s in  &  man  born  sinful 
note) 
Can  tak  care  self/examp  'XV  co 
Can  do  without  G,no  need  2  mess 
care, let  do  but  DIE 
quote) 
(Illus  Lord   n  el) 
hate  sin, but  luv  sinner 
(Illus  luv  Father  '\-   3 on) 
This  wat  G  dun  4-  ea  sinner 
,3  sec   .  rod  sons 
i  scrip  quote 
G  not  away  He  involv      ii-  luv 
■n  accpt  Son  faith  made  whole 
G  luv  with  luv  no  let  go 
sed  determ  not  how  kee   3  cool, 
Bu'"  how  relate  2  G  luv  He  want 
2  share  with  us 
jo  this  by  know  3on  Js  Xp 
imi 


"Divine  ici 


-  ■     ;eronomy  ' .  : 

n   been  rebellic  ■  -  Lord  fro      Lay  that  I 

■  rare:  Deuterono    :  - 
abc^W^™^-  .a******  In  a  previous  c         ant  to  the 

homo  of  a  little  old  lady  who  was  a  shut-in  to  give  her  communion.  It  was  a 
summer  day  which  was  overcast  with  dark  clouds,  and  it  was  thundering  off  and 

on   I  was  reminded  of  this  one  evening  this  past  week  when  we  had  thunder 
during  the  evening.  This  woman  told  me  her  mother  had  always  said  that  when  it 
was  thundering,  Sod  was  scolding.   At  the  time  she  told  me  that  I  also  thou 

■    Late  grandmother,  who  alw     aid  this  in  German.  A  poe';   :   *ote  a 
few  short  lines  i  I    7   stated,  "There  is  a  line  by  us  not  seen* 

ich  crosses  every  path;  the  hidden  boundary  between  God's  patience  and  His 

'-tter  7ou  li*e  ,o  holieve  that  God  is  sooldin,  when  we  hear  thunder,  or 

*.   a.  ,«■,,•„,„  +.ha+  there  is  a  fine  -en  God's 

wh-ther  you  si      -ant  to  believe      there  is  a 

tience  and  His  *****  wrath,  is  i        -    «t 

d  that  is,  God  does  have  a  temper.   I  don't  mean  to  shatte  Ml-ion 

you  ma.  have  of  God,  but  can  you  in  all  '     *  conceive  of  Hi 
a  dolly  old  santa  claus,  always  lax      -    dling,  and  ho-hoir   .   ;hroue 
this  1±te,  ■  is  is  our  Peroeption  of   I  ,         have  been  harboring  some 

SS  illusions  of  Him.   God  does  indeed  have  a  t  :mper,  and  to     | 

ivine  molding  when  it  is  merited. 

;Ure  for  this  .ominB  U   a  Eood  ea   i   oint.  In 

,uteronoay,   ,ses  is  reiterating  to  the  Israeli 
tb«  did  in  the  Past  that  placed  b      the  wrath  of  God.  ..,  explains  to 
the,  sone  of  the   I      I*  they  perha      Ld  have  li*ed  t, 
^  netted  out  of  their  dories.   .:.  starts  out  h7  statin., 

-etnot."  HeistelM 

r  lesson  and  not  to  do  it  again.   te  takes  them 

they  orovohea  «j-od,  a^  a  neai  - 

■  .l.  -u    ^+>  flnrf  tells  them  of  their  actions,  and  his 
through  these  events  point  by  point,  and  tells 


_2- 
actions,  and  what  God  did  about  it. 

ggete  the  scripture  ver^e  by  verse). 
The  thing  which  Moses  points  out  to  them  which  should  have  cut  them  to  the 
very  core,  is  our  text  for  this  morning,  and  it  is  found  in  the  24th  verse 
when,  he  states,  "Ye  have  been  a:  rebellious  against  the  Lord,  from  the  day  I 
knew  you."  He  was  saying,  "You  were  rebellious  when  you  first  came  out  of 
Egypt,  you  were  -rebellious  as  you  wandered  through  the  wilderness,  and  you 
are  still  rebellious* 

But  even  before  the  deliverance  of  the  Israelites  from  the  bondage  o      t, 
they  were  a  rebellious  people.   Abraham  pleaded  with  God  not  to  destroy  Sodom 
and  Gommorah,   Noah  was  told  to  build  an  ark  so  that  God  could  vent  -lis  anger 

Lnst  a  wicked,  sinful,  rebellious  people.  Or  read  the  account  of  David  and 
Bathsheba  and  their  immorality  which  caused  God  to  be       to  that  their 
ied  at  birth. 

od  get'     . '■  ,  •  "   le  resorts  to  Divine  Scolding, 
and  with  it  the  subsequent  punishment.   fhe  answer  always  has  been  and  always 
will  be  that  God  hates  sin,  and  evil.  lie  hates  it  in  every  shape  or  fome 
that  it  nay  take.  He  hates  it  in  the  life  of  every  man  woman  and  child. 
Han  has  always  been  since  the  fall  ir      arden  of  Eden  a  proud,  rebellioi 
arrogant,  self-sufficient  sinner.   He  believ  ei  rable  of  taking  care 

of  himself  and  he  does  not  need  anyone  or  anything  to  dominate  his  life. 
Don't  ever  let  anyone  try  to  make  you  believe  that  man  is  born  basically  good, 
because  he  isn't.   Han  is  born  sinful,  and  the  sin  can  only  be  eradicated  by 
that  person  coming  to  God  and  taking  what     '.  fers  for  him.        .  aist 
David  said,  "Begold,  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  con- 
ceive me."   He  recognized  the  failure  of  nan  to  live  up  to  kka  what  God  created 
man  to  be.   But  it  is  this  idea  that  man  can  take  care  of  himself  that  has 

■edicament  of  today.   It  is  sort  of  like  the  commercial  that 
on  on  JV  some  tine  ago  which  showed  a  woman  holding  her  head,  and  lashing 
out  at  another  ±kib.3±   older  female  in  the  scene  by  saying,  "Mother  I  can  do  it 
myself."  -  ing  a  ut  .pill  t  care  of  headache 


- 

number  so  and  so.  But  this  is  rod.   e  can  do  it  ourselves 

,  n't  need  yo      ing  around  in  our  lives* 

But  God  is  a  lovi    ad  a  caring  Father,  and  He  allows  us  a  certain  amount  of 
freedom  to  do  our     thing*  t  to  the    '  te  reliance 

on  ourselves,  then  we  are  in  troubl  .      it  is  then 

"begin  t     :gire,     we  '   ;in  to  understand  that  we  have  incurred  the 
of  God,  and  are  in  for  His  Divine  scolding. 

Paul  tells  ,:  bh  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  against  all  un- 

godliness and  wickedness."   .e      Lven  to  understand  by  this  th        tes 

with  a  passion,  and  He  becomes  angry  because  of  it.  But  Paul  and  all  of 
the  '..Titers  of  ksripture  tell  us  that  we  need  to  have  fait::  in  this  absnst  an 
God,  because  He  is  also  love. 
(Illustration  of  Dord  --ongelton) 
This  is  how  God  operates  with  each  of  us.   He  hates  the  sin  that  we  are  prone  to 

it,  and  He  hates  all  sin  in  every  person.   But  Me  does  not  hate  the  sinner. 
In  fact  He  loves  each  sinner  to  the  extent  that  He  is  willing  to   ark 
full  on  each  of  the  charts  of  our  lives. 

(Illustration  of  son,  drugs,  leaving  home,  and  the  search  by  his  father). 
'"his  is  exactly  what  God  has  done  for  each  and  every  sinner.  He  has  sought  His 
Cons  from  the  creation  of  the  world  and  He  continue      ; ek  today.   You  and  I 
are  the  sons  He  Is  seeking.      re  the  prodigal  sons.   .'e  are  the  ones  pro  - 
ised  the  fatted  calf  when  we  return.   '  ur  attitude  ■ 

dance  or  thunder.   Jesus  laid,  "There  is  more  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner 
who  repents  than  over  ninety  and  nine  righteous  EEHpis  persons  who  need  no 
repentence,"   God  is  not  away  off  so  lewhere,  uncaring  and  unfeeling.  He 
involved  in  our  lives  and  He  can  lose   '    omper  and  become  angry  simply  be- 
e  loves  us. 

is  is  how  God  operate  .     n  we  ac      '     ,  and  are  willing  to  acce 

'or  us,  then  our  faith  ha,      us  whole.  God  loves      '  seeks 
us  with  a  love  that  will  not  let  us  go.   Yes,  we  may  be  involved  with  a 


God  who  exeats  HIvine  -Scolding  on  our  lives.  But  it  is  a  Scolding  that  is  ex- 

1  out  of  love  and  not  hatred.   .he  t  is  not  how 

we  can      rod  from  gettini     ■  ,   ut     do  we  relate  I      love  that  He 
wants  to  share  with  us.   ./e  do  this  by  knowing  His    ,  who  gave  Hie  life  for 
us.   Do  you  know  Him?   If  there  are-cany  of  you  this  morning  who  do  not  anf'  would 
like  to  know   '  .    invmte  you  to  cone  forward  during  the  the  last 

'ou  have  a  particular  need  in  your  life  for  prayer,  or  other  spiritual 
needs,  please  cone  forward  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  speak  to  you. 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Sutler,    Pennsylvania 
Eighth  Sunday  After  Pentecost         August    I,    1 976 
The  Rfv.    IUlph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mr,   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 

BreNDA  MaRSURGER,  DaN  0OSKO  -  AcoLYTEB 

ORDER  OE  WORSHIP  -   10:00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Psalm   19"  Marcello 

Please   be   silent  when  the  Prelude  music  begins 

•Processional  Hvmn  No.   389     "Soldiers  of  Christ,    arise" 

•Ascription 

•Exhortation 

•Confession   (In  Unison)   "0  God  our   Father,   whose  joy   is 
ever  jov   in  work,    and   to  give  us   strength  of  mind   ano 
boot  that  we  may  share  that   jov  w  |  th  thee,    save  our 
multitude  of  unemployed   from  the  temtations  that   beset 

THEM  THROUGH  OUR  FAILURE  TO  FIND  THEM  WORK.   Keep  THEM 

from   all  loss  of  character,   skill   and   fo""er,    and   from 
the  despair  that  comes   with  constant  o i sapi  0  i ntment. 
Console  those  who   long  to   bee   their  wives  and   little 

ONES     IN    BETTER    CIRCUMSTANCE,     AND    DRA>V    THEM    TO    THY    Son, 

who,  having  had  nq  place  to  lay  his  head,  can  feel  and 
understand*   amd  grant  that  we  whom  thou  hast  so  richly 
blessed,  may  never  rest  till  k  have  given  them  beauty  for 
abhes,  the  oil  of  jov  for  mourning,  and  the  garment  of 
praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness!  through  jesus  christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. " 

•Kyrie        (Congregation  ano  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardom 

•Praise 

'0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 


•Pastor  '■ 
•People: 
•Ooxology 

ScRI PTURE, 

Hymn  No.  233 
•Affirmation  of  Faith 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  WITH  you 
Peop' e:  And  with  thy  spirit. 


Job  23 
"God  is  our  Refuge  and  our  Strength" 
{Apostles'  Creed, 


Pastor:  Let  ub  Pray, 

Prayer 
Offering 

Offertory:      "The  King   of   Love  My   Shepherd    Is" 

Willan 

Solo:  Llovd  Link 

Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.  290  "Stand  up,  stand  up  for 
•Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen         Jebub" 

Organ  Postluoe:     "Psalm  20"  Marcello 

-  -  —  -  -  -  'Congregation  Standing 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  sy 

Mr.  S  Mrs.  Gottlob  Kraoel  i m  Memory  of  "Sisters". 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  arei  *Allen  Rotacchi , 

John  Redman,  Dan  Soskq,  Robert  Knauer,  Charles  Penar. 
Pres.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Pfabe  will  represent  Council  at 

the  door  today. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  1 53- 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Barb  Vargo, 

Gave  Bowser  and  Sherry  McClimans. 
Tomorrow  -  Monday  -  £:00  P.M.  -  Women's  Mary  Prugh 

Picnic  Supper.  Meat,  desert,  beverage  will  be 

provided.  Bring  tureen  and  table  service. 
Mrs.  Eleanor  McWilliams  would  like  to  thank  all  those 

who  sent  cards  anr  asked  prayer  for  her  during  hep 

btay  at  St.  Margarets.  (She  is  home  now,) 
Mrg.  Mae  Dutter  would  like  to  thank  the  Congregation 

who  remembered  her  in  their  prayers,  sent  cards 

and  well  wishes  and  also  for  flowers. 
Tonight  -  Meeting  of  the  Finance  Committee  at  7:00  P.M. 
Monday  -  (Tomorrow)  -  Church  Service  at  Sunnyvi ew 

Home,  '"'e  need  singers  and  anyone  wanting  to  go  along. 

Coffee  amo  cookies  following  the  service,  Meet  in 

the  Reception  Room  inside  entrance  at  I :00  P.M. 


0  Lord,  from  whom  all  good  thingo  do  come,  grant 

TO  US  THY  HUMBLE  SERVANTS,  THAT  BY  THY  HOLY  INSPIR- 
ation we  may  think  those  things  that  are  good,  and  by 
thy  merciful  guiding  may  perform  the  same  i  through 
our  Lord  Jebus  Christ.  Amen." 


EAST  DELTA  PaHISH,  U.C.C. 

REV.  RiOPH  C.  LINK,  visiting  Pastor 

AUGUST  8,  1976 

*iHHHHHHtMHHHitHMHHHBHHHHHHHHHHHHHHf« 
PKELUDE 

*  Ham 

*  INVOCATION 

*  GLORIA  PrtTHI 

APOSTLES  CREED  (pg.  492  back  of  Hymnal) 

RESPONSIVE  REhDING  50  "The  Unity  of  the  Spirit" 

SCRIPTURE  READING 

P.. 3 TOR, J,  PRAYER 

THE  LORD'  3  PRAYER 

ANHOUNCEKSHTS 

OFFERIUG 

*  DOJEHjOGY 

*  HYMN 


Rick  Reilly  and  DeeDee  Truckey  request  the  honour  of  your 
presence  at  their  wedding  on  Saturday,  nugust  1A  at  k  p.m. 
at  the  Isabella  Congregational  Church.  If  you  are  unable 
to  attend,   they  ask  your  presence  in  thought  and  prayer. 


Bible  Study  will 
7:30  p.m. 


be  held  at  the  parsonage  on  Thursday  at 


Only  a  thought,  but  the  work  it  wrought, 
Can  nsver  by  tongue  or  pen  be  taught, 

For  it  ran  through     life  like  a  thread  of  gold 
And  the  life  bora   fruit  a  hundred  fold. 

Only  a  wordl  but  'twas   spoken  in  low, 

With  a  whispered  prayer  to  the  Lord  above  — 

tvnd  the  angels  in  heaven  rejoiced  once  more, 
For  a  new-born  soul  entered  through  the  door. 


HE53AGE 


HYMN 

benedictigw 
postlude 


No  one  agrees  with  the  opinions  of  others. 
He  merely  agrees  with  his  Own  opinions 
expressed  by  somebody  else. 


*    PLE,.SE  3TJJD 

Today's  bulletins  are  given  by  Mr*,  Amanda  Carlstrom  in 
memory  of  loved  ones. 

A  check  for  $100  was  received  by  the  Parish  Council 
from  the  Congregational  Church  of  Charlotte,  MI. 
Their  gift  is  greatly  appreciated. 


What  if  the  little  rain  should  say, 

'As  small  a  drop  as  I 
Can  never  refresh  a  drooping  earth, 

I'll  tarry  in  the  sky.1 


fl*^HHHMt 


He  who  feasts  every  day  feasts  no  day. 


I 


WORSHIP  SERVICES 
Trinity  Congregational  Church,  UCC  -  Jud  -  9:15  AM 
First  congregational  Church,  UCC  -  Cackle  -  11:00  AM 
Aug.  15,  1976  -  Ralph  C.  Link,  Gusat  Pastor 


•Hymn:  My  Faith  Looks  lip  To  Thee 

•Benediction 

♦Closing  Standi  "Bleat  Be  the  Tie" 

Postlude 


381 
168 


Prelude 
•Opening  Hymn: 


Holy,  Holy,  Holy 


105 


*Call  to  Worship 

Pastor:   Sing  a  new  song  to  the  Lord! 
Paople:  Sing  to  the  Lord,  all  the  world! 
Pastors  Sing  to  the  Lord,  and  praise  him! 
People t  Every  day  tell  the  good  news  that  he  has 

saved  us! 
Pastor:   Proclaim  hi3  glory  to  the  nations, 
Paople;  His  mighty  acts  to  all  peoples. 
Paster:   The  Lord  is  great,  and  must  be  highly  praisedj 
People:  He  must  be  feared  more  than  all  the  gods. 

•Invocation 

•Gloria  Patri 

Responsive  Reading:  #553 

Hymn:   Faith  is  the  Victory  309 

Scripture  Reading:  Job  2} 

^ Morning  Prayer  and  Lord's  Prayer 
Children" a  Sermon 
Announc  entente 

Offering  of  Ourselves  and  Our  Gifts 
•Doxology 
Sermon:   "The  Plodathon" 


The  guest  speaker  on  Sunday,  Aug.  29,  will  be  Chaplin 
Al  Shorve.  He  will  speak  at  both  Gackle  and  Jud, 

There  will  be  a  C.E.  meeting  Wednesday  at  6:00  in  the 
parsonage  basement. 

Special  thanks  go  to  our  guest  speaker  today.  Rev.  Ralph 

Link, 


he  Plodathon" 

:  Job  23:11 

;hon=2   '   thens  racer  die  tell 
ins 
ads  t:    ,w§l:  y  "'-  i 
"1-add  2  it  .  .       :=Job 

peop  Bi"b  no  lik  us  Sc  Job  examp 
tell  short  life  Job, lose  all  etc 
3  friends  left=     -;.z  ,Zophar,Bildad 
hort    -  ehemiah,Bild  shuhite, 
Peter  silver  gold  no, no  man  shorter 

iphaa  compl  last  speech 
(j£xej£et_e  scr  tji-v-  B 

Job  q        S   iow:d  thing 
steady  plod  thru  lif ,day,        tc 
4  Job  we  mite  s 
/  ga]         liege  ' 

Hot     can  B  #1  ,neerl  also-r 
But  no  can  say  V/ats  Use?  '^  - 
G  no  renuir  3  succesful,requir  faithr 
Keep  on  llodathon  &  no  giv  up 

Think  ex^mps  sucesful  peop  but  had 
problems  as  well  (Illus  Calvin  et 

w  bout  Job?  great  man?  Just  common 
plodder  Bliev  G 

Computer  age=numbers  not  peop 
schools, Dale  etc 
(College  boy  willing   boulder) 
:'.   ■  rt  2  G  &   i  luv  equal 
d  submerg  selvs  luv 
-.odathon  lik  Job 

Js  on  cross  vrat  crowd  say? 
Cum  dwn,sav  self 
-•  I  do  it? 

Yet  C  peop  cum  2  Xp  •  then  cum  dwn 
quit  Bcuz  trial, tempts  Bset  them 
:  human  2  cum  dwn, Divine  2  hang  ther 
continu  plod  ^av  renuir  us^ 
(£oem  God  hath  not 
Let  us  lay  hold  thin     rom  u 

thon  Bing 
cc-  '  I   children  i  v 

Let  V  5 


■ 

"The  Flodathon" 
Text:  Job  23:11,  "  HELD  HI     PB,  HIS  , 

ture;  Job  23 

iX2a£SEgm£tez&B&xz3mxteKKtt:fcBam,)ds^^  The  word  tans  a  long 

distance  race  or  lone  '     f  endurance,  and  received  its  name  fron  a  gr< 

racer  who  ran  from  Marathon  to  Athens,  a  distance  of  26  miles,  to  tell  of  the 

defeat  of  the  Persians,  and  then  dropped   '■-,  .   In  recent  days  we  have  had  a 

spate  of  "Thons"  signifying  endurance  contests  of  all  "rinds.  le   have  had  walka- 

thons,  rockathons,  talkathins,  bikathons,  salathons  and  so  on,        rould  like 

to  add  one  more  to  the  list  and  that  is  a  "Plodathon."   My  thinking  along  these 

lines  hsx  came  about  in  reflating  on  one  of  my  favorite  Old  Jestament  characters 

and  that  is  Job. 

ite  often  when  we  read  God's  iord,  we  have  a  tendency  to  think  of  the  men  and 

women  whose  lives  are  covered  in  the  Bible,  as  being  people  far  removed  from 

know  and  understand  that 
our  And   our  lives.     But  contrary  to  this  tendency  we  must/}CMd0lfi£M9MV*r 

tli"  ■  were   flesh  and  blood  people   even  as   we   and  also   we  must  realise  Tha-fT  a 
mai^such  as   Job  faced  the  problems  we    "ace,   he   lived  fcrscsx  a  life  similar  to 

the  lives  we  live;  he  had  the  same  frustrations  we  have;  he  had  fb 

"  culties  assail  bin,  even  as  they  assail  us.  But  when  we  compare  our  lives 
to  the  life  of  Job  we  find  one  vast  difference,  and  that  is  his  steadfastness  in 
the  face  of  all  of  his  problems.  dCs&i  I""  we  know  and  remember  the  life  of  Job, 
•are  aware  that  he  lost  his  land  and  buildings,  he  lost  his  property,  he  lost 

3  and  livestock,  he  lost  all  of  his  friends  except  3,  he  lost  his  family, 
he  lost  his  wife,  and  he  lost  his  health. 

ee  as  a  test  given  to  him  by  Satan  to  prove  that  he  would 
turn  away  from  God.  But  with  all  of  these  afflictions,  Job  remained  steadfast. 
This  dosen't  mean  that  Job  too'  lestioning  fro  ;i        to 

time,  because  he  did.  Job  had  3  friends  who  tried  to  diagnose  and  analyze  just 
3  that  caused  all  of  Job's  problems.,  sonfidedcto  hii 

iust  have  done  some  sins  for  which  God  was  punishing  him.  His  3  friends  were 
Zophar,  Bliphaz,  and  Bildad,    a      of  these  men  was  one  of  the  shortest  men  in 
the  Bible,  and  since  I  have  started  this  story  I  may  as  well  finish  it  and.  tell 
you  the  rest  of  it.   The  3  shortest  men  in  the  Bible  get  progressively  shorter. 


The  first  man  was  Ne-hi-miahj  the  second  man  was  one  of  Job's  friends,  Bildad 
the   huhhite,  and  the  third  man  was  Peter.   In  the  boo"  eter  made  the 

statemnnt,  " silver  and  Gold  have  I  none,"  and  no  one  can  be  shorter  than  that. 
,jo  with  that,  let  us  look  at  the  the  23rd  chapter  of  Job, 

Eliphaz  has  completed  his  final  speech  to  Job  and  Job  is  giving  answer  in  this 
chapter  to  the  things  Eliphaz  has    '  . 

j  scripture  verse  by  verse},  skip  verse  11  and  cone  back  to  it. 
In  all  of  this  Job  questions  many  things  about  }od,  but  he  knows  one  thing  for 
certain,  (itead  text,  verse  11).   That  certainty  was  that  he  was  Involved  in 
being  steadfast.   The  living  Bible  states  it,  "I  have  stayed  in  God's  paths, 
following  His  steps.  I  have  not  turned  aside."  He  was  stating  that  for  him, 
he  was  involved  in  a  steady  plodding  tteiari  through  life,  day       Lay,  moment 
by  moment.  To  put  It  perhaps  in  todays  language,  we  might  say  that  for  Job 
this  could  be  called  "The  Plodathon." 

is  what  Is  needed  in  all  of  our  lives  today.   *HHXH±feKKXXEXgSxM^c^x±xxdszsaE 
sisrKSjcxfesaaMHKx:.:   fe  need  to  understand  that  this  is  what  God  wants  from  each  of 
us.   Like  Job,  He  wants  us  to  set  our  si       on  the  coal. 
(illustration  of  college  boy  and  letter  ?).   This  is  an  exciting  and  unique 
accomplishment  to  be  sure.  Of  course  we  all  know  that  not  everyone  can  be  num- 
ber one.  It  t     many,  many,  more  who  must  be  also-rans.  But  that  doesn't 

ve  us  the  excuse  to  sit  back  and  s-_  ,    hat's  the  use?2,   God  does  not  always 
require  us  to  be  successful,  but  He  does  call  us  to  be  faithful.       means  that 
we  do  not  give  us  in  disgust  or  defeat,  but  we  carry  on  in  spite  of  the  odds. 
..a  keeping  on  plodding  on  in  tfei  "the  llodathon"of  this  life. 
3iirfccwka±x±2ss  As  we  live  life  we  see  and  hear  of  examples  of  people  who  have 

oped  across  the  stage  of  life  and  have  left  us  notable  examples  t<      owe 
But  we  question  if  we  could  ever  live  up  to  their  ideals.   But  when 

_ook  into  the  Inner  workings  of  their  lives  we  see  that  they  were  just  ordi- 
nary flesh  and  blood  people  who  took  advantage  of  their  failures  and  Shortc 
to  voercome  for  God.  Let  us  look  briefly  at  some  of  these  people. 
(Illustration  of  men  overco  -       Lculties  of  life). 


-3- 

how  about  Job?   ./as  he  such  a  great  man  and  did  he  accomplish  sx   great  feats 
for   o  world?   Ho,  he  was  just  a  common  man  who  simply  plodded  and  believed  in 
God. 

we  also  may  get  the  impression  that  in  this  life  we  are  merely  an  insignificant 
person  or  number  in  a  machine  run  age.      schools  and  institutions  of  higl 
learning  merel:       our  children  and  young  people  as  numbers  on  a  computer  card, 
son  has  stated  that  he  will  be      when  lie  has  co  ipleted  his  senior  year  in 
college,  go  that  he  can  cease  to  be  merely  a  number  on  a  card  full  of  punched 
out  holes.  But  when  a  person  attends  a  university  of  40,000  people  I  suppose  tkx 
it  becomes  necessary  to  be  only         -    it  a  young  man  who  graduated  from  a 
college  looked  at  his  life  in  a  different  way.   (Illustration  of  willing  to  be 
submerged  like  a  boulder  for  a  bridge). 

i^ach  of  us  is  important  to  God.   He  knows  us  by  name  and  lie  loves  each  of  us 
equally.   We  need  to  be  willing  to  submerge  ourselves  in  His  love  and  protection 

jrfrytfrm  5ioin  "The  ilodathon"  like  Job  did. 
..hen  Jesus  hung  on  the  cross  on  that  &heb±  dark  Friday  what  was  it  the  crowd  call- 
ed to  Him?   "Come  down  from  the  cross,  and  save  thyself."   Jid  He  do  it2  Of 
course  not.  xKsbcxhyxxiHfe£xxBHKaanEKX±^  let  we  see  many 

people  coming  to  Christ  and  feanuuigcxasc  taking  Him  as  their  Saviour  and  then  in  a 
little  while  coming  down  and  quitting  when  trials  and  temptations  beset  them  on 
all  sides.   It  is  the  human  thing  to  do  to  come  down.   But  it  is  the  Divine  thing 
to  hang  there.   It  is  the  'human  thing  to  run  from  our  troubles  and  problems,  but 
it  is  the  continual  plodding  along  step  by  step  that  the  Javiour  requires  of  us. 
(poem  God  Hath  Not  Promised).  Let  us  lay  hold  of  the  things  that  God  has  pre  - 
ised.  Let  us  step  out  and  join  t'The  Plodathon"  being  carried  on  by  God's  child- 
ren each  day.  Let  us  each  make  certain  that  we  can  echo  the  words  of  God's 
steadfast  servant  Job,  "My  foot  hath  held  His  steps,  His  way  have  1  kept,  and 
not  -declined.*' 


' 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF   CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Thirteenth   Sunday  After  Pentecost     September  5,    1976 
The  Rev.   Ralph   C.    Link,    Pabtor 
Mrs,    Kitty  Feder,    Guest  Organist 
Mr.    Ralph   Cooper.    Choir   0 1  hector 
Marcia  McBrioe,    Jeff  Campbell  -  Acolytes 


ORDER   OF  WORSHIP   -    Hi  00  A.M. 

Prelude:  "Hear  My  Prayer"  Chopin 

Please  remain  silent  during   organ   chimeb 
•Processional  Hymn  No,    65   "This    is  my   Father's  world" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•ExHORTATI ON 

•Confession  (Unison)  "3  Lobo,  chose  way  is  perfect,  help 
us,  we  pray  thee,  always  to  trust  in  thy  goodness;  that, 
walking  with  thee  and  following  thee  in  all  simplicity, 
we  may  possess  qu i et  and  contented  minds,  and  may  cast  all 
our  care  upon  thee,  for  thou  carest  for  us ;  for  the  sake 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen," 
•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips, 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Ooxolqsy   No.  55' 
Scripture:        Daniel  6;  1-9 
Hymn  No.  337    "The  voice  of  Goo  is  calling" 
•Affirmation  of  Faith   ,Apobtles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People'.  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:  Let  ub  Pray. 
Phaveh  and  Prayer  Response 
Offer  in* 

Offer™**:    "To  A  Wild  Rose" 

Iehmon:  "NO  SLIDES,   SLIPS,   OR  ERRORS" 

"raver   and  Lord's  Prayer 
.ymn  of   Dedicat.on  No.    355   "Go,    labor   on:   spend,    and  be 

spent 


MacDowell 
Von  Malqney 


•DeNCeicTijN  and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postluoe 
..—  —  .».  —  -—  —   •Congregation   Standing  ------ 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar   have  been  placed   by 
William  and  Helen     Hockenbehry    in  memory   of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving   as  Ushers   today   are:      *Allen   Bqtacchi,   John 
Redman,    Dan   Bosko,    Robert   Knauer   and   Charles   Penar. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.   Charles   Penar  will  be  at   the  door 
today  to  greet  the  congregation  and  visitors, 
The   attendance  last  Sunday  was    161. 
Nursery  will   be   provided  today   by:     Vickie  Holt, 

Judy  Snyder  and   Laurel  Stauffer. 
Tonight  -  7:00-  Youth   Fellowship  Meeting 
•^Hospitalized:     Mrs.   Emma  Heginbotham   and  Mrs.    Evelvn 
■^   Shakelv,   -Jjiii   "Si,—    //offf 

"Meals   on  Wheels"  would   like  to  have  volunteers   for 
a   very  worthwhile   project.      If   you   can   help  out 
PICK  UP  one  of  the   registration  forms    in  the  Narthex. 
Soup  ano  Salad   Day  «ill  be   here   before  long  -Did   you 
read   your   Newsletter!      Vegetables    are   needed  and   now 
is   the  time  to   call  Mrs.   E*rl  Wosan   if  you  can  help 
supplying   vegetables. 
^The   "Design  for  Successful  Living   Seminar"  Oct.    4-9 
will  be  held  North  Hills  Alliance  Church,    Pitts.    Pa. 
Preresibtration   is   W5t   thru  Sept.    I 5th  and  after 
that  date   it  will  be  $2Q.OO.      Contact  Paul  Pfabe, 
Howard  Bolam  or   the  Pastor.      Registration  forms    are 

I  N    THE   OrFI  CE. 

Women >s  Retreat  of  PW  Cqnf.  will  be  held  at  Camp 
Living  Waters:  Choose  one  Sept.  23  and  Zk   or  25  ano  2b. 
Registrations  are  necessary.   (See  Newsletter) 

Sept.  26  -  CONGREGATIONAL  DINNER  -  513O  and  Special 
Meeting  afterwards  in  the  Sanctuary  at  7:00P.M, 

You  ARE  UR1«D  TO  ATTEND  THE  MEETING  EVEN  IF  VOU  CAN 

not   attenothe  Dinner  -  which  will  be   Tureen   style. 

We    HOPE    YOU    HAVE    A    NICE     LABOR    DaY    WEEK-END. 

Next  Sunday  is  Promotion  Day  in  Church  School. 
^^  Next  Sunday  both  Confirmation  classes  will  begin. 
***^  If  you  have  a  Youth  12  years  of  age  or  older  or 

he  or  she  is  going  into  the  ?th  grade  -  sign  them 

up  in  the  office  now, 


"No  31i    ,   lips, 

■e:        5  :1-9 

an  ser       I ,  ork  etc 
irec  '   charact  set  4th  '       us 

,"•','■,       '  le  ulJ; 

1  ultimate  4  us«No  »l3  Le  ,  ~'       ,     tops" 

,  ^_ame=G  is  my  ;'    '        outh  t     Babylon 
n      grt  wisdom  8:  elevat  Bcuz/  an   friends  Bcum  envy 

suffer  persecu 
"   examp  loyalty  2  G,courag  face  persecu 

f  ]     Ban  in  80's 
M  ..r  -■  '  B .Bin:  enemies  found  3  area  no  cud  tough  him 
^.  CGBB  ,Ti_B  "{■  T?-.m  ■'P.,  ,•■•(:■  BBvl.BB^B.  :/,  TiIR  ;  BiBBo  B_  1 
J'B:  i,^  \  '/'Ml^no  slide  in  work. he  faithful  all  dicT" 
whether  li';  or  np-p  dill  best  aplfiiry'  ~ 

_.;t  many  kmeric  worker  ;_•  'j. ant , bTi'  ic  ,  ft  6me  bored  work? 
"   greet  Hon  1st  week  .  all  sli  >s1      iding 
loyees  thru  that  day 
told  no  buy  auto  made  Bon  or  Fri 
1/evine  B  B]         abolish  it 

.  B  enjoy  day  wen  peop  complain, grip  cuz  Bon? 
overeat, drink  liv  up 
_■  ->..'■:■    ""-_-:1B/.  j  :\  BtG  no  giv  bad  day 
If  approach  ':on  as  Fri  B  better  B  then  no  anger 
ianc  or  car  no  work  proj 
.  an  no  tag  Bault^-^'p,  -i  -i  r ,p  -j -,  -*ppk 

iay  "aat?  Popular  feeling  only  do 
t  hav  B  do.  rt  employee,   That  gud  enuf 

well=no  feel  lik  go 
B  cB.   nly  feel  lxk  50  cent   reek, need  rest  L\- 
id?   Ban  we  fool  ':       :     G? 
lo  actions, deeds , cannot  fool  Him 

^^■^',^  '  -reat  voop  scy  us";'  2hav  suml  say,n"u  ;   iv 
it  dun  right  is  epitome  f  co   iments 
I  hav  Beard  sed,but  of  few  peop 
prob  lie  how  peop  approach  work, if  hate  job  no 
era  ask  G  w  ;  2do«  Must  ii  pre 

on   children  little  on  u  } 

ant,bu1         at  us  2  do 
'  determ:".-         ant  .  then  wen  in  mid     ■  all 
lif  3   k   i      ,blam  everl  but  selves 
^-lln-;     -ann:ster  .  ..'at  Bad  T?pviv»1  ln?^ 

no  wat  wud  do, turn  town  i  no.y,haPP 

resolv  g      ■   Hie    do  best  .'-lass 

usewor  ?  This  wat       ,    ;hin  less  chea 
m  get  by  Sliding,!  ]  "  '^ovs*  only 

foolir      V€  .   :■:-  i-nwr,   hart-  :-.  wnn^p  innB  TV.^ 

vat ever  v;e  do      B  dun  as  Bao  doing  4  }   L  . 


i-des,  Slips, 

!  :■'-, 

; 
FAULT,  , 

. 

ire:  ;~nien.  5:1-9 

This  supposedly  means  that  it  ±r   fel   lunday  before  Labor  ^ay  and  as  such 
the  morning  message  is  to  he  geared  toward  making  our  c  ;hink  about 

work  and  its  different  aspects.   .  erhs  >s    it  means  that  this  is  ax  the  time  for 
the  preacher  to  wor  .   But  in  any  event  and  in  kee  in  ;  with  the  theme  for  the 
day,  I  would  like  to  direct  our  t  in!  Lng  to  a  Biblical  eharg**er  who  Bet  forth 
an  ideal  for  us  to  follow* 

I  am  of  us  are  familiar  with  baseball  language  and  know  that  follow- 

ing the       :;ion  of  a  turn  at  bat  f or  a  1    ,  id  as 

runs,  hits,  and  error  .    ie  announcer  of  a  game  will  intone,  ""To  runs,  no 
,   nd  no  errors,"  or  whatever  the  be.  ,  No   it   ,   id 

'•ors,1'  over  a  nine  inning  period  would  mean  that  a  pitcher  pitched  a 
game,  xb  ~      is  is  the  ultimate  as        baseball  is  eonc<    ■  . 

-  these  lines,  I  i  bo  have        :t  our  tha      to 

man  who       sfore  us  the  ultimate  or  labor   oe  ,   Ihat  for 

it  was,  ,:     Ldes,  Slips,  Or  Errors." 

.    '   name  i       ted  means,  "God  ii 
capture         youth  and  taken  to  Babylo  ,  L   the  first        ■' 

buchadnezzar.  It  turns  out  i  ortions  ofi  thd  Lei 

-■:  isdom  and  because  ras  elevated  to      ition  of 

honor  in  the  " ..'   ;d<  .   'an:'         veral  of       'i§nds  enjoyed  a  freed 

•Ion  which  became  the  envy  of  some  of  the  local  people.   >0  as  a  result 
: -  'riendo  began  to  suffer  persecution  at  -the  hands  of  the 

slice,  the  book  of  Daniel  is  an  example  of  loyalty  asSxEsraiKgB: 
to  God,  and  courage  in  the  face  of  persecution. 
As  our      ture  opens  thi     ;  i    e  learn  th Lt  Daniel  has  been  a  faithf 


-2- 

servant  of  God  all  of  his  life.   te  is  now  a  ma         !0's  and  his  enemies 

.  can  find  no  fault  in  his  loyalty.  And  so  it  is  that  when  a  new  ruler  eh::z-: 

throne,  that  he  not  only  real  '.  -  ;- 

inc   ,  hut  he  sets  ".tents  over       princes,  and        is 

ber  1.  It  is  to  Daniel  that  the  other      bo  be  ace     ble.  11     be- 
aniel  Wi  ver  all  the  rest  that  envy  and  jealousy  re-  ■     ieir 

heads,  and  the  other  pr  -  to  plot  against  Daniel. 

it  is      La  point  that        c  i        '  Lei        as. 

V/e  re   .      .    o  it  i   '"A  to  be  the  perfect  example  as  a 

work- 
's the  other  pr     its  and  the  prince,       ;o  1      ligation  that  the  only 
iel  is  to  woi      ;her    ■  r    .f    ;   gainst  him  concerning 
the  W03   ip  of  God.  .:  and  have  '  god 

and  no  other  god  is  to  be  prayed  to  or  worshiped.  This  is  where  we  end  this 

ion  of  scripture  because  the  vr-    '        story  relates  Daniels  complete 
following  of  the  Lord  nt  if  fo:        '  is. 

ant  to  direct  our  attention  to  the  iel  stand  out 

-  .   e      t    his  enemies  got  together  tc      ;omethi>-         ich 
to  have  him  overthrown  as  the  favorite.    i   ■  'ound  3  areas  in  wheih  they 
could  not  touch  him.   Phey  were:  "No  occasion,  No  ±a±a±  faults,  No  errors." 
,      ,  r  Errors." 
us  look  at  them  and       at  is  meant  by  these  terms.   First,  his  enemies 
could  find  "No  occasion"  again  t     .   )ois  meant  that  as  they  searched  to  have 
him  discredited  they  could  find  no  "Sliding"  in  his  work.   He  was  faithful  in 
all  that  he  did.   Whatever  the  task  given  to  him  whether  it  was  interesting  or 
boring,  he  did  it  to  the  best  of  his  ability.   faether  he  liked  it  or  not,  he 
did  it  well.  How  many  of  our    -:±iean  wor     -Aether  ant  or 

oirrice  or  as  housewives  are  bored  by  their  work2   how  many  of  them  greet  Monday 
morn'         ?ely  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  everything  is  done  in  a   lip- 
shod  manner  and  is  the  work  done  shows  the  "       ;"  of  the  employees  thror 


_--„ 

that  day.         old  not  to  buy  an  automobi!  ,  .  .  ractured 

■  -onday  or  a  iiday.  lany  of  the    "  rees  arc  huugover 

■ekend  and  thej   let  many  scr     id  bolts  and  nuts  slide  by  without 
;  sm.    ~"c?v   all  it  is   "  ue   mday. 
There  wi  ;or  who  was  on  8      t  Ik  sboi  '  -  hatred 

for  Monday,      rould  lways  sa;  to     to  abolisl:   nday. 

a  result  of  this  sort  of  attitude  a  lot  of  people      iach  the      ith  hatred. 

^o  through  a       fch  joy  and  happiness  when  all  around  you 
are  people  comrlai  a  it  is  Monday?   And  why  do  th 

because  they  overdid  it  on  Sunday  in  eating  and  drinking  and  recreation.  ±nhere 
is  no  such  to  ng  as  a  Blue  Monday,  or  a  Bad  Monday.  Monday  is,  another  of  G-ad'e 
wonderful  days  given  to  us  to  live  in  and  enjoy.  A  blessing  that  we  are  able  to 

bout  the  work  He  has  given  to  each  of  us.   If  we  would  approao"     lays  as 
we  approach  Piiday,  agjik-idhiB  the  enjoy  es  of  life  could  not  be 

not  become  fruat  ;ry  at  cars  ana  jcj- 

■  : oh  do  not  work      ?ly« 
The  -kssL   second      the  enemies  of  Daniel  cou 

I  not  find  any  rork,  to  do  and  he 

.-  slip  by.  le  can   ■--  hilly  sa;     ;'   'he 

prevalen'     :  '    i   labor  and  industry  today  is  to  do  only  what  you  have  to 

■>u  can  let  some  things  slip  by  '  ,  you  are  me 

a  smart    ".  yee.  Tt      ;ood  enough,  if  you  do  it  any 
.11  the  tine. 

:  we  can  apply  this  not  only  to  our  wrr       ive  ,  bv   ;  to  our  religious 
•ell.  "I  don't  feel  Id  i  church  this  morn'   ,   nd  besides,  no 

ie,"      only  feel  "      iving  5  ■  trch  this  year 

-use  I  hh±  have  to  pay  off       ;.£kxx   ut  w  3  are  re  trying  to  kid?   Jan  WW 
do  enough  to  get  by  and  not  have  our  bo.       ".'  '     at  our 

employer  is  the  only  one  we  are  trying  to  ,  rod 

itness  to  our  actions  and  our  deed  .  bl   ;  we  are  sa±  only 


_/L_ 

•  to  do  tli's  or  that  and  let  some  thing         ,  1    God  sees  it  and 
cannot  fool  Him. 
?he  third  thing  about  Daniel  was  thi    b  aid  not  find  s     Irror"  in  his  wor  . 

/ouldn't  it  he       if  people  could  s      Ls  about  us?   To  have  someone  say, 

i;  give  him  any  job  and  you  will  know  it  will  be  done  right,"  to  me  is  t: 
pitome  of  compliments.  I  have  (aid  of  some  people,  bu€  ver   "•  .   ost 

>f  the  time  I  hear  coi   '  "'  its  about  people's  work  and  I  am  sure  you  do  too.   But 
Lgain  the  real  problem  lies  in  the  fact  of  how  people  approach  their  work.   If  they 
ire  loin  :e  and  detest,  they  cannot  do  the  job  right. 

s  why  it  '   '       ~"s  that  we  seek  what  Ciod  wants  us  to  do  for  a  liv.' 
annot  and  must  not  make  this  determinati    Lthout  s 

.    is  mi    be  determined  by  :  to  our  heqrts  and  lives. 

ieed  to  impress  this  upon  our  c  '       'r   little  o 

any  other  ireas  of  life  we  have      ?ar  afield      what  God  wants 

it  to  do  and  then  when  we  are  '  -  of 

It  and       life  loi     '         ,  "  "  me  but  ourselve  . 

[illustration  of     ;ster  an"         '"   L  a  leligious  _-'-.-  ]   o?) 
t  it  would  do  and  so  do  I.   It   aid  turn  this 
a  the  ."  Id  be  evident  in  the  live        ry- 

me.        n't  we  resolve  right  her.   i   low  to  go  to  work  on  o  it 

rery  best  of  our  ability.   nd  when  that  company  goof-off  whoever  he  or 
be  comes  up  to  us  and  accuses  us  of  bej     .e  boss's  are 

:  the  work  we  should  do,  just  smile  and  tell  them  that  God  told  us  to  do  this, 
jet's  resolve  today  to  go  that  classroom  on  Tuesday  and  do  the  best  job  we  possi- 
bly can.   This  is  what  God  w>?nts  from  us  and  anything  less  means  thatvwe  are 
heating  Him.   We  can  get  by  with  "Sliding,   :  '   ing  and  making  Errors  in  our  em- 
)loyment  whether  it  be  In  the  plant,  or  office,  or  mill,  or  whether  it  be  in 
3choV.  ,  house.  But  we  are  not  fooling  anyone  but 

o  knows  our  hearts  an'  to  give  1C  .atever 

re  do,  it  should  be  done  as  im. 


CLAHION  VETIANGO  CBARG3 
UNITED  CHTfRCH     OP  CHBIST 
SALEM  CHUBOH  ST. JOHN'S   CHTTFCH 

MINISTERS-Fvery  Member  of  the  Church 
LAY  PASTOR-Kr,  Samuel   0,  Swijk 
QUEST  PASTIR-The  Rev„  Ralph  Link 

FOURTEENTH  SUHDA.Y  AFTER    PENTECOST 
Septoabel"12i   1976 

Orgaa  Prelude  /?' 

=.*  Processional  Hymn      (See  Hymn  Boar -3) 
-iSolomn  Declaration 
fiBoaponse 
^-Invocation 

itGe.ll  to  Confession 

#u"nlson   Prayer-  of  Confession      Page  k 

i&si-aranca  of   Fe.'-jon 

Rosponalvo  Reading    &  ¥  -  i~ SJ* 

Sai'iptura  Readings  -/ftwv,      9 
■"Gloria  Petri 
*ApostleaJ    Cived 

Pastoral   pps.yap 

Congregational   Prayer  Response     #5->l 

Special  I!usIc-Se;iIop  Choir 
Factor's   Comment  j 
Jffertory 

Prayer   of  Dedication  and  The  Lord's   "'reyar 
*Hymn        H^f 
Corununion  Meditation 
The  ComitiUriio."! 

Extert«tion 

Prayer  Responses      Piga   ^3 

Comrranlon   Flayer 

Serppbio  Hysm  #522 

Prayer  r.nd  Words  of  Institution 

Invitation 

Distribution  of   the  Elements 


The   Bleaaing 
Prayer   of  Dedication 
TOoxology 
*BenediRtion  and  Three-Fold  Amen 

<HHMHi»'B>iHmiimnnini«mmcMniBMm»wia<»int 
We  invite  all  those  who  believe  in  the  Lord 
Jeauo  Christ  and   have  Veon  bsptiaed  Into  His 
Church  to   share  In  the  Sacreisent  of  Holy 
Communion, 

The  Service  today  unea   the  Alternate  Order 
for  Communion  found  on  page  32  of  the  Bymnsl. 
We  aak   that  you  bold  tbe  elements  until  all 
have  "jeen  served   3o   that   we  may  commune   aa 
one  body. 

NM»HWKtHW<HHK»»«M«8IHHHHH»»««ltltHlllU« 

We  welcome  the  Fov«  Ralph  Linlc  to  our  pulpit 
today.  Kay  God  blsaa  him  and  his  family  In 
tboir  ministry. 

Today's  Bulletins  are  given  to  the  Glory  of 
God  by  Alice  M°t&ughlin, 

The  flowers  on  the  Altar  at  Salem  are 
presented  to  the  Glory  of  God  by  Allie  Webb, 

St„John's  Women's  Guild  will  meet  on  Tuesday 
September  lit  at  1:3'j  in  the  Cfru.'cb. 

Salem  Senior  Choir  FractIce-Wet!neaday-7  OO^.M 

Salem  Lidlss'  AId-Thuraday-10:00  A.M. 

R..P.H,  Olaaa-  Saturday-6:30  P.M. 

3HS*»i(  JHHHHHHHHHHKHHHHHHHHHHHMHMHHHHI* 

"You  never   heard  of  Jeaua  worrying  aliout 
povlng  people   out   of   the   slums.  He   wfilked 
tbe  squalid  streets  from  end  to   ond,»c..... 
getting  tha   slur.a   out    of   the  people," 


I 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
butler,    pennsylvania 
Fifteenth  Sunday  After   Pentecost         September   19,     '976 
The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Kav  Morris,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph   Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Lori    Zavacky,    Jeff  Hockenberrv  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -   II  :O0  A.M. 
Prelude:      "We  Prav   now  to  the  Holy  Ghost"   Suxtehude 
•Processional  Hymn  No.    3°  "Come,   we  who   love   the  Lord" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Ekhortat ion 

•CONFESSION     (UNTBon)      "HaVE    MERCY    UPON    US,     0     GoD,      ACCORDING 
TO     THY    LOVI Nfl-K INONESS;     ACCORDING     To    THE    MULTITUDE    OF     THY 
TENDER    MERCIES    BLOT    OUT    OUR    TRANSGRESSIONS,     AND    OUR    SIN 
IS     EVER    BEFORE    US.        PuRCE    US    ANO    WE    SHALL    HE    CLEAN!    WASH 
US     AND    WE    SHALL    BE    WHITER    THAN    SNOW,         CREATE     IN    US     CLEAN 
HEATS,     0    GoD,     AND    RENEW    A    RIGHT    SPIRIT    WITHIN    US.       Cast 

us  not  away  from  thy  presence,  and  take  not  thy  holy 
Spirit  from  us.  Amen." 
•Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor;   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thv  praise 
•Doxclqgv   No.  55' 
Scripture!       Judges  6:  I  I -^M- 
Hvmn  No.  £62   "Teach  me,  0  Lord,  Thv  holy  way" 
•Affirmation  of  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:  The  Lord  se  with  vou. 
People:  And  with  thv  spirit. 
Pastor!   Let  us  Prav. 
praver  and  prayer  response 
Dfferi NG 

Offertory!      "Mooehoto"  Fuhher 

----Installation  (Officers  of  Women's  Fellowship)  Sarah  Snow, 
Phyllib  Tait,  Karen  Vewsel,  Lulu  Penar,  Peg  Nazaruk 
Anthem    "Goo  so  Loved  the  Word"  Stai  Men 

-rmon:    "The  Upper  Class"      I.  Prep 
> 


Pi  NEK 


Prayer   and   Lord's   Praver 
•Hvmn  of  Dedication  No.    1*56  "He  leaoeth  me" 
Organ  Postlude         "Postlude    in  C 

--------  •Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  -  - 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   been   placed   bv 

Mr.   4  Mrs.   Ralph  Tait   in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as   Ushers  today  are!      *Robbie  Vinroe,    Boa 

Dellen,   Brian  Pfabe  and   Steve   Smith. 
Mr,   &  Mrs.   Willi  am  Thompson  will  be   the  Greeters   at 

the  door  today. 
Nursery  will  be   provided  today   bv:     Lit  Armstrong, 

Linda  Sheppeck   ano  Karen  Kennedy. 
Today  -  2:J0  -  Sunday   School  Convention  at   St.   John's 

UCC  -  5  DIFFERENT  CLASSES  OFFERED  -  BEE  BULLETIN  BOARD. 

^Tonight  -  7sOOP.M.   -  Dave  Galisin  will  present  a 

Concert  of  Spiritual  Music  -  this  will  be  open  to   the 
entire  congregation-  let's  fill  up  the  church. 
Monday  -  7:00  -  Budget   and  Finance  Committee  meeting. 
The  Young   Adults   Sunday   School  Class    is   starting   its 

NEW    FALL    LIME    UP.       We    CORDIALLY     INVITE    THOSE    BETWEEN 
IS    AND    30   TO    JOIN    IN    AND    START    THE    NEW    SEASON    OUT 
Rl GUT. 
3*APTI6M    WILL    BE     NEXT     SUNDAY    -     LET     US    KNOW     IN    THE     OFFICE. 

7H0SP  itali  zed!      Mrs.    Emma  Heginbotham  -   BCMH, 

Earl  Wogan  -  Buffalo  Clinic-//:"/-*''''1"    M<-i-t<^>Am     #AJ//L, 
*^A  film  of  the  Seminar   "Design  for   Successful  Living" 
will  be  shown  on  thursday  september  ?3  at  7 : 00  p.m. 
Bible   Study  will  follow.      Everyone   is    invited  to 

either  or  both. 
The  Vinroe's   and   the  Heaton's  wish  to  thank   everyone 
for  their  act  of   kindness  show  during  their   borrow 

IN    THE    LOSS    OF    THEIR    FATHER    AND    Step    MotMER. 

Monoav  -  7130  -  Fidelity  Bible  Class. 
Wednesday  -  6:00  -  Golden  Circle  -  Smorgasboaro  and 
Farmers  Market. 

^Next  Sunday  -  5:30-  Congregational  Dinner  (Tureen) 
and  Meeting  at  7:00,   If  you  cannot  be  here  for  the 
dinner  -  please  plan  to  be  here  for  the  special 
MEETING.   Did  you  head  your  letter  that  you  received 
this  week? 

*j--»The  Vietnamese  Family  are  in  need  of  a  Refrigerator, 
stove,  davenport,  double  and  single  beds,  (hairs,  eti 

BV  THE  tST  OF  OCTOBER  -  LET  US  KNOW  IN  THE  Off?    . 


**■ 


^/v^ 


"The    3T     la  as"    1.  -  rep 

"  i  -  -   -  :  -   -    - i  T    " 

X  "  ]  ",  ;,_ 

i  — 

ClJT1  ■•  ■.  bo^  and  school  .Id.  :e  --:o,J.;.:o  cu-:,hut  .-'asen  no) 
h  "May , our-  ■-:! d  ; , -Vn •'     jr.-:''"b  .;  etc. 
:  ricU  ewer, slasher, 1  cuts  off  hand 
at  com  ord  p«  rellect  hi  .due, 

■■  3  except  in  scri  . 
personal  exper  pruv,  '■   no     Iwn  educ 
..  -.:.-_i;:;';  ,   or  >:;   °  a-b^it  :  no  J.Mteltphilon  argument'; 

•ill  2  grow  in  educ 
4*  Jap  art  (Bon     ,cc  ,'    an, cruel 

dun  this  ■'-!-  yrs=milk  babie  ■:■=  r  iritual  diapers 
cum  2  G.ac  no  growth, 

participate  little/no, sermon  di    -     le/no 
go  divorc  lives  &  ove:     in 

Ler  "Wat  Xpian?"  =  ve  y    od,but  mor, 

ib?  angry, defiant  re    se 
"    "  help  often? 

"    "     low  Js  Xp?  no  need  2  do,"  i        *n  wil  do 
"    "   greet  diff  et  anger  I  disturb  wors 

j^liis.  -tvst  ~:hov/  i"  i.  ruv  2  get  ov/':  ' 

..ea.1.     .■:.£_  "JAar.  -"  .-   Pday^-w  ~:"    ?^:.ivfor   cc    ~         i)  , 

rraet  "*^____i  -■   ';;~~ ■:'.  •     iorn_-liv    w-si  th   thi  s  we 
■eady  2   s    si    ;  stiix  say,   tjsat 


"  'he  Upper 
1.  Prep 

." 

■  -Ipture :  Jui Lge   5:11  -24 

(Illustration  of  "boy  1:        '   .  to  school,  and  com!  ool,  hut  not 

liking  the  time  In  between.) 

rhaps  at  this  time  of  the  year  when,  we  are       lg  in  terms  of  school  an 
±3i  all  of  the  implications  of  it,  it  would  he  appropriate  to  think  in  terms 
of  God  conducting  a  school  for  His  peo  le.   Probably  most  of  us  have  never 
given  too  much  thought  to  this,  hut  God  has  indeed  held  educational  cour 
for  mar      is  people,  and  has  given  the  evidence  of  this  for  all  the  world 
to  see  and  take  as  an  example.   Today's  Scripture  lesson  is  a  case  in  point, 
and  I  believe  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  subject  much  too  large  to  cover  in  one 
serraonj  so  we  will  have  the  concluding  message  on  this  subject  next  wee1*. 
jJIvidin;       in  two  parts,  I  have  selected  this  week  to  speak  on  he 
with  the  basics,  and  then  next      i rkrrfc"  ::~::Kxr:2cii:xx3tfeB3i  to  deal  with  ours 
rwponse  once  we  have  gone  through  God1     pper  Ola.:  .  ; 

Turning  to  our..     '  jure  for  this  morning  I  heleive  that  we  need  to  take  a 
close  look  at  a  man  named  Gideon.   Gideon,  whose  name  interpreted  means, 

le  slasher,  or,  "<      :  cuts  off  the  hand,"  was  a  sons  of 

the  tribe 
identified  as  "The  Abiezrite,"  which  was  a  .        vent  re- 

corded evidently  t      ace  when  Gide        a  fairly        tan.   Ihe  Kisian- 
ites  and  the  Imalekites  had  overrun  Is:  mt  for  their 

turning  agaii      .   -  "  Misianites  and  the 
raiding  parties  w         some  in  and      the  crops  they  >eded, 

and  would  destroy  the  rent.  ere  the  first  ones  to       ?  as 

Gamel  riders.   Phe  use  of  camels  permitte       to  come  ssrfKExax  from  as  xx 
great  a  distance  as  200  miles  and  return  again,  which  they  were  unable  to  do 
with  horses.  And  so  it  was  that  the  Israelites  were  plagued  by  these  people. 
G  .eon  was  cloistered  In  a  wine  press  in  order  to  remain  hidden  from  the  raiders 
if  they  should  come,  and  he  was  threshing  hi     i  ter's  wheat  when  an  angel  of 
the  lord  appeared  at  ;1     ine  press  whic       situated  by  a  sacred  oak  in 

rah. 


p 

-2- 
the 
gh  the  angel  is  identified  a   :-: :     1  of  the  Lord,  it  turns  out  in 

ft,  re  passages  that    i   :ho  ^or1  Hi  self.   'he  angel  greets  Gideo 
the  assurance  that  The   Lord  was       i  ,     Jidec   is  identified  as  a 
man  of  valor  even  though  we  have  no  evidence  that  he  was  ever  invloved  in  any 
battles  up  to  this  point,   Immediately  Gideop  begins  to  remonstrate  with  the 
the  fact  that  if  the  Lth  them  as  he  has  heard  his  father 

and  all  of  the  elders  recounting,  "where  has  He  been  while  all  of  these  evil 

±ng  place?" 
Gideon  gives  evidence  here  that  he  not  only  he  -  •    -.'ledge  of  past  events  in 

the  lives  of  the  Israelites,  but  his  education  about  them  and  their  history 

-dins  we  would  say  that  Gideon  had  p      from  the  ele- 
mentary schooling  and  was  ready  for  more  advanced  education.   In  some  ar 
we  have  special  schools  which  are  a  prelude  to  college,  and  which  prepare 
young  people  to  go  o  education  beyond       chool,  and  we  call  V 

,  "Prep   chools."  G-ideon  was  ready  for  t  .■  b    and  God 

about  to  '    pt  this  t  1  i  . 

In  verse  14,  we     that  the  Lord  is  identified,  and  Gideon  is  told  t  :':     ill 
save  Israel  from  the  Hisianites.   But  as  was  the  uaual  custom  of  people  selected 
by  God  to  perform  great  tasks,  Gideon  begins  to  make  excuse  -.   e  tells  the  Lord 
he  cornea  'r   a  poor  family  and  that  he  is  the  least  in  his  father's  house. 
Perhaps  he  meant  that  he  was  the  youngest,  for  in  thi  i  sense  the  youngest  was 
not  loo        l  as  being  as  valuable  as  the  eldest  or  next  to  the  eldest.   But 
the      answers,  "  :urely,  I  will  be  with  thee."   Ihe  Lord  Is  stressing  that 
there  will  be  no  doubt  what  He  will  do  torougl      on. 
It  is  at  this  point  that  Gideor      "or  the  first  of  the  signs  he  needed  to 

that  this  entire-  -      robably  did  not  quite 

believe  that  he  was  selected  to  be  entrusted  with  this  great  fea  ik,   .       anted 

ranee.  But  being  a  very  courteous  Jew  ar  ,  lite 

to  let  Lthout  gix±ngxfe±z  showing  him  the  hospitality 

customary  to  be  shown.  Lnt  Gi  ".eon  doe  ;  he  Is  tall::' 

■:■■. :-ived  th         merely  being  a  prophet,  or  i 
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Erom  God,  as  other  prophets  and  holy  men  had  been  sent  to  other  Israelite  . 

.is  tent  and  makes  the  necessary  preparations  of  meat  and  br    , 
3roth,  and  brings  them  out  to        .  ideon  to  merely  place  the 

food  upon  the  roc":  which  he  does,  and  then  the  lord  touches  the  food  with  the 
Staff  He  was  carrying  and  the  food  is  consumed  in  fire  and  the  Lord  disappears. 
It  is  then  that  Gideo     ws  he  was  in  the  presence  of  G-od,  and  he  is  afraid. 
3e  knew  from  his  past  education  as  a  Jew  that  to  see  God  meant  death,  much  less 
not  only  see  Him,  but  talk  to  Him.  He  falls  on  the  ground  and       to    \,  and 
God  s;  assuring   ;   ;hat  he  will  not  be  slain.  Gideon  rarfrygg  builds 

ltar  to  God,  dedicate1  to  the        'f  this  place  whe  •     ie  found  the  pe 
3d,  for  he  names  the  --ltar,  "Jehovah  Shalom,"   or,  "■  ace,"  or,  r: 

Lence  of  God. 2 

nen  through  the  "Prep  School"  of  God's  Upper  Glass,"  a  school 
reserved  for  those  who  would  follow  the  lord.     is   o  often      •       have  a 
■  to  put  a  story  ±EKn  sucl  -i  because  it  me   "         out  the 

bness  of  one  man.  But  there  are  applications  we  can  derive  from  it,  if 
are  '  Bn  our  live 3  t<      i  message  for  us« 

we  observe  in  this  '  that  f£H&XKxtEnifc:aicKx;.:. 

not  a±wa3cs  extended  to  the  educated,  intellectual  types  with  pre-coneeiv 

of  life  and  the  world,  he  calls  the  simple,  the  common,  the 
inary.  His  purpose  is  that  He  can  then  be  isary  education  in  their 

lives.   It  has  been  my  experience  that  some  of  the  most  difficult  people  to  deal 

about  God  and  Christianity,  have  been  those  who  are  highly  educated.   This 
is  not  9  put  iown  on  education,  but  tsxatuialy  I  am  merely  pointing  out  that  many 
people  who  are  highly  educated,  or  intellectual  find  it   '  '  'icult  to  believe  and 
accept  something  as     1b  as  God's  message  of  Salvation  thrcu         heist. 
I  think  God's  actions  in  »erd       in  His  selection  of  people  is  an  indication 

!:s  the  person  to  he  willing  to  submit  to  what  the  Lord  wants.   He  is 
not  looking  for  intellectual  arguments,  or  philosophical  discourses,  He  just 

requires  the  individual  to  open  his  heart  to  Him  and  be  willing  to  submit  his 
cause. 


But  this  story  also  shows  us  tha 

blie  chosen  one  to  do  God'       and  will,  1     '  'son  had  to  grow 
in  this  education. 

re  is  a  Japanese  horticultural  art  that  has  been  highly  develc      ich 
when  done  properly  permits  an  indtividue      lermanenl  1    runt  plants  and  trees. 
We  1c      this  tyoe  of  artistry  and  we  marvel  that  it  can  he  done.   We  are 
prone  to  exclaim  that  this  is  really  marvelc   .     ;  if  we  were  to  attempt  to 
keep  our  children  snail  and  cuddly  and  cute  as  they  are  at  1  or  two  years  of 
,   eople  would  call  us  monsters  or  worse,  and  in  all  probability  we  would 
be  locked  up  for  cruelty  to  children.   But  in  essence  this  is  what  nan:/  of  us 
are  doing  and  have  been  doing  to  ourselves  for  years.   We  come  to  God  and  we 
become  followers  of  His  -ion  Jesus  Christ  and  begin  to  attend  church  perhaps, 
and  that  is  it.  No  furt      owth  or  strivi:  rurity.  Just  come  to 

church,  participate  in  as  little  or  much  of  worship  as  we  care  to;  listen  to 
wh  '-  the  preacher  "        ay  for  the  day  and  digest  little  or  none  of  itj  and 
go  home  to  l±v  '    clays  completely  divorcing  what  we  do  i  se  days 

at  we  do  on  <->unda. 
-as  inte  -      in  hear:  •  '  -  'lend  Jo       ar  had  to  say  abc 

b  is  a  Christian,   I  ;     he  covered  the  subject  rather  well.   But  I  also 
left  out  because  of  the  ]       ti    iome  of  the  ele         t  also 
go  into  the  making  o      ristian.   any  of  you  have  come  to  this  church  and 
have  sat  in  the  same     i ,  and  have  heard      arable  sermons  about  how  and 
what  to  do  to  hristian  life,  and  quite  fr  11  in  diapers. 

I  say  this  not  because  I  want  to  shod:  you,  but  to  let       iow  of  your  con- 
dition. SiHKSxi  How  many  of  you  can  truthfully  say  that  you  have  re 
entire  -Bible  thro;         -over  to  cover?   You  have  been  urged  to  do  so  3inee 
I  have  come  here.   Yet  some  of  you  are  dafiant  that  I  have  the  nerve  to  ask 
yp-  to    '    our  ibles  to  Church.   Hay  this      '        ind  of   religious 
nut.   find  as  a  result  some  of  you  still  do  not  and  will  not  h 

ve  to       '  you  could  ;     3ss  what  I  advocate  for  your  spiritual 

th. 


'  .  ■'-  c  ;ruthfully  say  that     have  accepted  Jesus 

i  "       u?  perse      iviour  and  that  He  live-  in  -roup  heart  and  life  and 
you  live  for  of        a  gotten  angry  for  my  suggesting  that 

3  is  necessary  for  a  person  to  be  a  true  Christian.  Vhjt   I  can  do  that 
in  the  privacy  of  my  hone  and  I  do  not  used  to  parade  it  around  in  front  of 
otherc,  at  ,t.  Paul's.   Yet  churc     bers  will  make  all  sorts  of  public  commit- 
ments to  lodges  and  fraternal  organizations  with  no  qualms  whatsoever. 
How  many  of  you  can  honestly  say  that  you  I  av   ;one  out  of  '  fay  to  m 

le  in  this         '      i  you  have  nev       --■   to 
before"?     i   any  of  you  can  say  that  you  have  t  *  • 

■cliquish  as  '        loom©?  Yet  some  of   '   iave 

got'  hen  I  hav  ;  or  and  you     -  ut 

I  am  :e  a  joke  out  of  :  sedate  t  ingj 

you  be"  ;o  be. 

3  improve   it  to  get  o  ]      ration), 

is  j       5od  require   ?f  each  of  us i;  srove  lent!   te  doe   ' 

to  '     ray  in  the  same  old  r  week,  ;  ear. 

kKg±K  start  .-  ■  , 

.  'ow,  solid  food 

and  ]     liqud   .    i         should  take  place  in  Bible  reading,  in  1« 
to  pray,  i  •       '    to  others  al     jur  faith,  and  in  sh<  i 

to  God  by  the  joy  on  our  faces  and  in  our  lives  at  worship  and  in  the  world. 
God  has  given  this  Prep  course  to  everyone  of  us  here  this  morni   . 
not  a  one  of     I  do  not  belie"-         not  heard  the  co  =  of 

what  God  re       from  us.  ave  had  the      course  from  God'd 

,;       lass,™  isn't  it  about  ;oved  on?  are  goi 

Lth  "Graduation"  and  what  comes  after  it.  But  in  the  meantime,  if 
rtill  are  not  into  Goc  's   .  ■■',  today,  or  to 

and  "  :    to  read  it  through.   ±±::£a  If  you  are  not  into       .  ;  at  met 
(,  or  getti  ',"■;'_      •.      iu  don't 

is  £  life,  6  "nd 


— 

out  ;     -   :.   :■:::::  "1r  Call  me  "       -  to  yo       ;  any  of 

.   i.11  that  it  t  :iie  course  of 

lives  and  do  so.   God  stands  r  Lting       Lst  us  -  . 

Just  ar  i,  so  to  us  tod?.  -,        -,  I 

Lth  thee." 


ST.   PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 

EENTM  SuNPAY  AFTER  PENTECOST     SEPTEMBER  2b,      I 9Tt- 

The  Rev.  Ralph  C,  Link,  Pastor 

Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist 

Mrs.  Cywie  Sybert,  Y0uth  -  Choir  Qi sector 

LorI  Zavacky,  Jeff  Hockenserry  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  I  I  :O0  A.M. 
PreluoeJ      "Lord  Loudoun's  March"   Willi amsburg  Mus ic 
•Processional  Hymn  No.  }l   "Father,  again  in  Jesus1  name" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortat i ON 

•Confession;  (Unison)  "0  Most  Loving  Father,  who  willeet 
us  to  give  thanks  for  all  things,  to  oread  nothins  but 
the  loss  of  thee,  and  to  cast  all  our  cabe  on  thee,  who 
cahest  for  us!  preserve  us  from  faithless  fears  ano 
worldly  anxieties,  ano  grant  that  no  clouds  of  this 
mobtal  life  may  hide  us  from  the  light  of  that  love  which 
ib  immortal,  ano  which  thou  hast  manifested  unto  us  in 
thy  Son  Jesub  Christ  our  Lord.   Amen." 
•Kyrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor I   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxology   No.  551 
Scripture  1         Judges  6:  33-^0 
Hymn  No.  U6l  "Saviour,  like  a  shepherd  lead  us" 
•Affirmation  of  Faith   (Apostles'  Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:   The  Lohd  be  with  you. 
People?  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pas toh:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  ano  Prayer  Response 
Offer  ins 

Offertory:     "Trumpet  March"   Willi amsburg  Mus 10 
Baptism 

Anthem'.  "You'll  Never  Walk  Alone"  Rogers  S  Hammerstein 
ermon:    "THE  UPPER  CLASS"      2.  Graduation 

; 


9E     THE    GreETERS    AT    THE 

Pauline  Fencil,    Sandy 


Prayer  ano  Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn   of  Dedication  No.    2B6   "Who    IB  on  the  Lord's  bideT" 

Organ  Postluoe            "Minuet"                        Wi lli amsburg  Musi c 
___ 'Congregation  Standing 

The   Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar   have  been  placed  by 

Florence  MacKinney   in  Loving  memory  of  her   "Mother"   - 

Mrs.    E.   M.    Perhin. 

Serving   as  Ushers   today  are:      *Marlene  Riemer,    Lit   Armstrong 
Shirley  Riemer   and  Judy   Ferree. 

Elder   and  Mrs.    Chet   Stauffer   will 
door   today. 

nurser/wlll  he  provided  today   by  : 
Sheppeck  and  Marci    Sheppeck. 

Attendance   last  Sunday  was  210. 
■^Tonight  -  5:J0  P.M.   -  Congregational  Dinner  -  Please  bring    \ 
tureens    enough     to   compensate  for   your  family.      Beverage       J 
and    icecream  will  be  furnished.     at  lj$0  p ■ m.   *  special       / 
Congregational  meeting    is  called   for/the  Sanctuary.  / 

Please   plan  to   be   here  for  the  meeting  -  now   is  the  time     J 

TO  ASK  QUESTIONS  NOT  NEXT  WEEK.   YOU  AS  A  MEMBER   IS 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  AT  THE  MEETING  AT  7:00  EVEN  IF  YOU  CANNOT 
ATTEND  THE  DINNER. 

^Tuesday  -  7:JO  -  Board  of  Christian  Education. 
^Thursday  -  7:00  -  Bible   Study  open  to  the  Congregation 
and  friends,    R&GLaThI*> 
SOUP  AND  SALAD   DAY   -  Tuesday  -  Oct.    12th.      Tickets    available 
from   members   of   the  Women's    Fellowship.      The    items    from 
the   Bazaar  table  are  always    interesting   to   those  who   attend. 
Have  you  made   your    items   or  handicraft  yet?      Baked   goods 
are   always  welcome. 
JPKay  Morris,    our  organist,   will  play   a  short   recital  at 

St,   Marks   Lutheran  Church  on  Jefferson  Street   at  8:00  P.M. 
Tuesoay,    sponsored   by  the  Tuesday  Musical  Church.      The 
Public  is   invited. 
^■Oun  Congratulations   to  Mr.    &  Mrs,    Paul  Riemer  who  will      >.►.- 
celebrate  their  25th  Wedding  Anniversary  tomorrow.     «W   \~r- 
We  need  some  help    in   betting  up  tables    :n  the  Undercroft 

after  the  service. 
Hospitalized:      Earl  Wogan,    Roswell  Clinic,   Main  Hospital 
Blog.,#652B  West,   Buffalo,   New  York   1H203, 

Mr.    Paul  Ritter,   Mrs.    Emma  Heg i nbotham  -  BCMH. 

^  tf*tf£ 
Mrs.   Doris  Wilson  -  Armstrong  Gen. 
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".last  week        -id  compl  education 
lsas=  I 

"  contrar  2  - T^t  ed   gra<   -  ':  produce, 


,       .   ^ivid  Gali]  '    ria , 

,  ;ood  4-  robbe  ■ ' 
""■■*"'-    '       last  wee;     '     cum 

,     "'ant  u 
;  '  rfnc    stunt  as  say  last  w 

list  B  poor  desitute,not  so 

r  needs, accord  richer:  in  Glory 
eas  if  only  t  '  Lv 

,        ,  iv«  ,     ,    3ss,incomes=  u  . 
wil]        3  bless  stand 

':      tro]  ,:  iv   ,  ■    .etc, 

■  '.v   as  shud,&  He         this 

-■-  -■'■  ' ^  "In    '"■■    " vl •>..-?     ;:■■■■■■■•■   ';i-  -J 

"'■■'■"  "'-""•    3-4-0,    1  .ho-:   LAD,        ass, no  by 
■  vie  3S, but  seek       *     ' .t  l  hira 
'leece=    bive  peop    i  no  do, wind  bio  etc. 

id  wet=this  mor  difficult 
.is  Gid  G      he  knew  G  with  xn  hira 
20Gent   m,   poke  fun  at  this  &  yet  if  Bliev  Him, 
shud  B  abl  put  G  test  &  let  Him  pruv  self 
.t  we  don't  &  reason=He  mite  pruv  self, mite  answer 
hear  &  then  wat  do?   .;e  in  troubl  then  Bcuz  we 
2  G  PUT'  U]    : 

insted  (  fund  we  spirit  coward  bak       Jid  speci 

'lllus  ...  Robert  .-o.'  :  :,,  /pahain') 
:::--\.e  y_::    ."■  .t  n  -  :.:  ac  ;- 

is  place  '       '        ill  honor  that 
~  ■     '/jTi  result  '   ^d  of 

,   :  not  wat  country  can  do  4-  U,  in  " 
wat  U  can  do  4-  country=para;  '     - 
i  t\.   u,  n  do  4-  ■ 

.i elves  './at  '    '   3h? 

•  ■  "'  "  -' ypj.  -"•,;.  -c  ~^- 
3  all  pray    ~;;  '        'n    ! 
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2.        ion 
:   u&ges  6:57-^0 

;re:  Ju<  ge   " :  "-"-0 

earlier  portion  of        ;h  chapter  of  Ju     ,  "     Lea 
Lie   "   aod  to  lead  tfe    ople         ".   We  stu     how  Gideon 
ed  and  instructed  by  God  and  went  t  ;al  sd,  " 

■.cation.   Today    ai    Lng  to  loo"      "  educate 

from  God's"Upper  Class"  tio  . 

(Illustration  of  :ed  as  Doctor) 

this  is  contrary  to  what  edi        and  Gr  produce.   We  know 

that  when  soaeon  graduates  he  or  she  is  to  be  equipped  to  perform  certain  skills 
or  tasks.   And  so  today  we  are  going  to  examine  Gideon's  Graduation  and  how 
he  used  it  and  applied  it  to  his  lift . 

If  we  will  tnttn  again  to  the  6th  chapter  of  ine  our       ure 

thi  hat  ha       to  Gideon.   rs  33=        ianites 

as  of  the  i:  i  joine  , 

gat"      ■'-    '    ae  valley  of  Jezreel.   These      fierce,tex±  tough,  he  • 
ridi  and  they  knew  t      b  erritroy  to  enca  {  ir . 

was  of  the  I  lain  o  which  \  ich 

.under.   Phis  valley  received  much  wate  "ile 

as  bher  place  ne«  It  w  ley    i 

Galilee  and  Samaria,  and  had  numerous  routes  ru      through  i  ed- 

it ?ranean  and  other  areas.   Thi   '  '  ae   fcs  for  plunderers 

Ling  trifees  to  gather. 
Vs  54=  been  prepared  by  God  as  we  stuc  ' 

read  that,  "The  Spirit  of  t       »"  '    •  literally  possessed 

s    ■    he   -■  -  What  he  was  supposed  to  do  under  the  circumstances,;  he 
.led  the  trumpet  to  assembles  the  t  i  "or  battle.   ..'e  read  that  Abiezer 

fcer  him.   I  i  1  clan  of  ':■  of 

i.deon  belonged.  :  ■"•  entire  tribe  of  and 

to  tl  >        th&li   to  ' 


tat  God  still  want  ,     rhat    bhey  be  posse 

im.  la   to  turn  our  lives   over  to  Him  aril  let  Him  work  and     rve 

in  us.     He  wqnts  as  t  last  week  and  not  to  r  tatic  and 

our 
stunted,      ./e  have   a  tendency  to   stop  gro wtl  shxxb±khx  lives  because   some- 

where  alonfe  the   line   we  have   gotten  the   mistaken  notion  that  to  belo  i-od 

and  destitute . 
be  poor •  hnntitmin  :   :*;'-.: 

arts 
bsghje  raxsqribEifcribod&Kfc  raxsmtexiiifMKiixyWgYBrtmk 

5ia:s:cssiry-r^liE±st  ia;::-:-  :  jrKSjr  z£- 1  means,     lor 

-:ays   t h    t ,    " 

accc   '         riches  in    ■  .  ;         n   that  we 

beyond  measure,  if  on"  tbmit  to  ;ive  tc  Ha 

Lve 

is  me 
our  live    , 
ive   over  our  inco    3 s, and  our  Lons  to  Him.     And 

J    en 

are  to  let  ?ol  of  our  lives  and  to  let  Him  lead  and  we  are  to 

foil  ow« 

"  too  often  we  are  not  content  to  do  this,  hav     fcrol 

of  t"  .    b  is  only  w'      are  willing  to  let  God  he  number  one, 

that  we  can  live 

It  is     ,  :sn  of  I  hi  that  at  the  first  public  performance  of  hi 

ion,"  he  arose  fro    i  is, 

;ht,"  cvi   id   it,  "I  n«  •     ■      at;  that  c- 

od# 

;ribes  to  assist  him  in  turr ' 

■  idianite  ,  jkites,  "o. 

"    a  .tion"  fro     '     -  •   .ass,  not   -  turn- 

,  but  i      ,  's  proof  t 

edom  ?eally   uited  him      .         -  ■  .'      ign. 

■ 


-3- 
".  i  ,  lII    jp_  the  Fleece  :  ."..  . 

the  fleece,  wrj     Lt  out,  and  a  bowlful  of  lleet- 

.   re  are  rn  '  it  is  dry,  bu      ixst  as- 

Lt  is.  But  Gideon  not  wanting  to  trust  to  hi       evices  and 
ing  to  complet         tine  i-  rod  re"  rove 

[e  is  le(  venture  by  doing  the  complete 

site.   \nd  that  is  to  leave  the  fleede  co      ly  dry,  while  t      '  is 
all       1  the  fleece. 

o  not  read  it,       ~   sure  ;her  ;ative  people  in  the  tribe- 

assembled  with  Gideon.   I  ©an  hear  then  saying,  fleece  " 

and  the  ground  around  it  '       .    at  do  you  know  why?   A  wind  came  wksz 

was  beginning  to  fall,  and  the  dew  had  already  fallen  on  the 
fleece,  but      Lnd  dr       ■  rest  of  the  dew  down  into  the  valley.   That's  the 
only  explanation.  You  sure  are  reach:.      '  out  to      sre  that  God  is  goi 
t  Ls."  And  so  in  re  ,  G-ideon 

;  is  more  difficult  than  the  fir  ;  sign,  he 

for  the  f]  Lie  all  the  reat  od  the  area  ia  tc      b. 

iult  is  that  is        ,  all 

around  it  i 

This  •       ttion,  fi       it  he  new  tb 

knew  his  co  ';rust  in  :-od.    .1  '  aoause  we  live  in 

20th  century  e  sric      ant  to  poke  fun  at  be 

Lgja  in  tl       "'.ion.   let,  if  we  really  believe  that 
to  the  test  for  our  lives  and  then 
prov        '.       'e  don't,    3  the  '.  is  because 

hear  u         ;^r  us,  and  then  what  do         .:e  are  i  ,  becat 

we  have  said  to  God  in  essence,  "Put  up,  or  shut  up."   -nd  so  »ather  than  have 
n  find  out  that  we  ■       ----  -  "own  and      -ideon  off  as 

I  '      scial  and  God  doesn't  re. 

But  what  of  the  men  who  have  proven  L>  -  ir  '.  '   '  centuries 

ce  he  id  dea" 


iodern  nan  that  I  have  read  about  su       of  i    b  Robertson.  If  you 

have   ver  heard  or  seen  the  on  television,      obertso         tan  who 

ie  fleece  when  convinced  I  of 

Christian  broadc      •      boo  -,  "  bout  It  From  Che  Housetops,"  is  i  our  li- 
■  ■  if  ;-.;  •   ■   int  to  read  a  thrilling  and  exciting  book.   It  will  laugh 

to  read  and  hear  and  does  do  with  b  eased  man. 

Another  man  you  all  have  heard  about  is  Billy       -      ?e  have  in- 

cidents given  concer  Ln  God,  but  ;he  really 

Lis  faith,  '  ■  get  on  the  radi  ax 

, ':   -■  vt    . 
(Ill  f   .  out  the  fleece). 

;         ern  day  Gideon  and  we  cannot 
once  did  in  the  life  of  '  leon.   But  this  is  what 

each  of  us.   1       that  we  are  not  being  called  upon  to  deliver 

vil  surrounding  us.   G  "  do  nee       sort  of  deliverance 

tod   .    i   od  is  callj      to  make  the  decisions  ne      "  for  the  upbuilding 
■md  or       F  this  coiv        -.  i     i       as   is  to  place  our  co 

faith  an        Ln  Him,  knowing  that  when  we  do  this,  He  will  honor  that  faith 

'-hat  we  never  dreamed  possible.   I  am  sure  that  we  are  all  aware  of 
what  we  will  be  deciding  tonight.   I  m±£±xhh  would  not,  nor  will  not  tell  any- 
one hoi         b  vote.  But  I  will  tell  you  this,  We  need  to  place  this  cone 
and  care  in  God'  5  hands  completely.   We  need  to  turn  it  over  to  Him 
tell  us  whether  lie  wants  us  to  makes  the      33  or  not.   Instead  of  us  iecidi 
beforo  the  meeting  how  we  are       ;o  vote,  let  us  instee      God  how     mts 
us  to  vote.   Inst     f  us  determining  that  we  can  on]       '   or  that,  let  u 
'  t   e  tells  us  we  can  do.   This  is  the  Education  we  all  need  to  co  - 
-  he  po  ■  L  Let  us  today  put  out  our  fleece,  and  then  await 

3  answer  in  our  lives.   !  man  named  Ja  ie  -n  '■"-^r-  once  wrote,  "Ask  for 
so----   -  -%   that  iues  it  i      -I  to  fail"  ]  et  us  1 

tc  '.         all  of  us  to  bow  our  ;lose         . 


all  utter  wer      ly  heing 
tb   us.   (Lrayer  to  give  all  of  this  over  into     ' 

and  placed  it  i  ,      tow  let  us 

to  our  hearts  and.  minds  this  ds  . 


m 


■ 

ST.   PAUL'S*  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Seventeenth  Sunday  Aftf^.   PtftiTCCOt 1      October   },    '97o 
AORLt    .Vice   Communion  Sunday 

The   Rev,   Ralph  C.   Link,   f-AgTos 

S RB,  Kay  Vgp&is,  OrganISt 

Mr,  Ralph  Gospel,  Choi*  Director 

Lori  Zavackv,  Ter«y  McCljuans  -  ACOLYTES 


ORDER  OF  tfOftahlP  -  11:00  *,M  , 
Preludes   "0  SaGrep  Head  Nq*  Bounded'*   Buxtehude 

*PfiQC£.3alONAL    HYMN    N,0.         7        "REJOICE,     YE     PU^E     In    HEART11 

* ascription  -  Cmo"al     amen 

•Call  To  Gov. .-union 

•Prayer  Of  Confession   (unison)   Almighty  Sod,   iaerciful   Father* 

I    A    POOR   BDN-IER,     ACKNOWLEDGE    ane    CONFESS    mv   manifqlc    sins, 
rtHlCH     I     fKOiw    TIME    TO     TlV,E     KAVE     CQMMlTTEO,     BY    THOUGHT,     WORD, 
AND     DEED,     AGAINST     THY     DlVINE    MaJESTY,         I     00     EARNESTLY    RE- 
PENT,     AND     AM    HEARTILY     SORRY     FOR     THESE     MY    M1SD0IV&S;     THE 
RtVEMiRAMCE     OF    THEM     IB     GREVI0US     UNTO     ME.         I     HAVE    NO        OTHER 
COMFORT    OR    HQP£     THAN    THY     GRACE,     KrHBCH    aSOUNDETH    ABOVE     MY 
GUILT,     AND     THE     PRECIOUS    MERITS     OF     MY    LORD    JtSUS     CHRIST. 
LODGING     AFTER     THIS    GRaCE,      I     SAY!     FATHER,      I     HAVE    SINNED 

against  heaven  and  in  thy  sight,  anc  am  no  mqre  worthy  to 
ht  called  thy  chill.   grant  1jivt0  mf  pardon  and  peace,  and 
strength  to  lead  a  "jet*  and  righteous  life,  by  the  power  of 
thv  Holy  Spirit,  through  the  same  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ.   Amen. 

•Kvru       (Choir,  Congregation  Ano  Pastor) 

•Assurance  8f  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

'pRAlflt 

Pastor:  0  Lord,  open  our  lips. 

PcoplcI  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 
•Gloria  Patrb 
Scripture:    I  Samuel  I  3s  I  -1} 

Hymn  No*  H5       "Jesus,  thou  joy  of  loving  hearts* 
Offering 

Offertory!   h0  Sacred  Head*    K  irnscrger 
Installation  anp  Ordination  Of  Oeacon  Robert  G^llen 
Anthem:   "Fsther  Almighty"    Franck 
Sermon:   "The  Ingredients* 
Communion  Hymn  N  o,  }k\      "Here,  0  my  Lord" 
•The  Communion  -  £aqe  33 

"'Elcharibtic  Prayer   *  Institution   *Agnub  Dei 
The  Com   Hon   (Please  retain  elements  until  all  served) 


*    PflAYER     OF    THANtfeGI VlNfi 

•Gqxolocy 

*M>™n  of  Dedication  No.  33^  "According  to  thy  gracious  Wowc* 

•BendIctIon  anc  Threefold  Amen 

APosTi-ueE  "In  Thee  Load,  Have  I  Put  My  Trust"   Bach 

-•Congregation  3tanoing  — - 
The  lovely  flowers  o«  the  Altar  have  seen  placed  by  the  Guy 
Armstrong  family  in  memory  of  loved  ones, 
Nureery  will  be  provided  today  by  Tom  anc  Judy  ^assart  anc 
Jqd  t e  W*rte, 

The  Elders  and  Deacons  will  serve  as  ushers  today. 
Deacons,  Mr.  *np  v*e.  Robert  Knauer  mill  be  the  grefteks  at 
the  coon  this  morning, 
T  onights  7'^0  r*«M«  Youth  meeting.   All  eligible  yolbg  people 

ARE     I  ft.  Vl TED     TO     BE     A    PART    OF     Thl  9     GROUP, 
t'ONi'A*:     OCTOKtri     ty,     HOLY    CoMrAJNlCN    FOR    THOSE     UNABLE     TO    ATTEND 
TODAY, 

f/ON&Av:   7^3°  Mary  Pruch  Circle  Meeting1 

.Vecneecay  October  £,   lij>0  F«N«   Regular  CHuRCh  Council  Meeting. 
Thursday  October   ?,    7*00  P.IV*    Bisle  &tuov.      Anyone   MaV  be  a  p*.«t 
of  this  group.      Come  and  join'  us. 

FrUaY    OCTOBCN     ft,     6l30  A«^«    BKtA«FAl3T     At,D    FELLOWSHIP     FOR    SINGLE 

Career  Adults,  (13  -  20),  at  ike  holiday  Ink,   ThIg  is  sponsored 

by  the  Coalition  F  or  Christian  Dutfeach, 

I  r  you  would  like  to  prepare  vegetable?  for  the  Soup  and  Salal 

S    UPPER,     PLEASE     COMt    TO    THE    KITCHCN       ON   MqnL  *Y    MORNING     CrCTOSf.fi 
II,     PREPAREr     TO     "CUT-UP."        TQUR    HELP     IT     NEEDED, 
DON'T    FORGtT    THE     JQUP     *NC     SaLaC     C*AT    T    UESDaY    OCTOBER      I?. 

H  as#iT_Li7Lt:  Carl  Aoaak,  Rot yell  Clinic,  Buffalo, 

M    Rfi,     t>,^A    htMNBQTHA,.'.,    MhC .     DeSSU     LQOGaN,     IVHB,     Bea    TaIT,     BOVH, 

There  will  be   a   TEACHthf   Training  hos*£Hop  for   teachers   anc 
SuNrAY  School  workers  on     Tuesday  Octobch   5m   at  7*30  P.fv,    at 
the   Community     Alliance  Church  Mercer  Road,      This    is   sponsored 
by  the  Christian  Book  and  Gift   -mop, 

•    1 
-    •  '  1 

■       '     : 
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_3  or  co'    ist         3ds,also  tru  """.,     3tc 
G  si       '    "  ruout 

an  .  G  direct  :'.  . 

;i 
j  3b,  -  tin 

of ,  EL=G, 
iped  4     u]    had  necess  Ingreds 

[p  Ingred     i  necess  2  cum  2  G 
i[ids=yng      ,  are  2  X  4 

history  kids=A1       ,  meal 

ileav, cereal  offers, 
whe at=rigo:  ■ '   Lnt er ,      t e  ,crus h  ,bak  f  ir e=br e 
Grr     rune, no:   "  , pick, crush, tend=wine  or  juice 
Js  los  ident  4-  mankind, 
lif  a  o, blood  as  wine  poured  out 

flesh  torn  as  bread  made  from  '       .-heat 
This  sac   ]     a  us, all  mankind 
(Illi     Lbi  ver  vaccine) 

';e  1  with  world      do  4-  all  us  not  just  sum 
"  join  with  Ls  Sac    mt 

boy" 
1  hav  1  Id  rest  Ch  2d- .  -, 

avd 
lief  t  L      ;abl,    *  i  V'  in 

L  i,  hav  4-givness  sins 

2  HAV  V/H       r  L ■ 


.   i  e 
:  luel   1  ):3t>,    MERE  SHALL  ME  30  BETHEL. 

.  .. 

:    1     -.-imuel   10:1-13 

A  fel]         -1  new  1  ride,  "How   '  s  ir?"    le  an  :   •  , 

: 's  the  recipe.  I  d/        fr         ine."   "  Lre  you  sure  you  read  the 
right  side'.        :r ,  "the  othe    Lde  ;o    :e  a  roc       _." 

'/her.  .  c  '■  '   .,  each  recipre  calls  Tor  a  certain 

amount  of  Ingredients.  i  '  ■      ;  else  t         e. 

ror  :'      ■  ,  :'  '  nts  to  become  a  doctor  or  lawyer  or  school  te  ul   , 

-   ingredi  to  make  that  desire 

becone  a  reality.   I  be]/.'  BXK  this  tc   "         out  all 

that  t  ~:"i  who  ]  ;--        ■'  , 

and  die  to  do,  had  to  add  to  their  liv  ?e£ients  that 

rhem  in  good  stead  at  later  times. 
Saul  was  3uch  a  man  when  he      Lr   anoints  I  by       to  be  th«   '      Is- 

been  out         "or  the  donkeys  or  the  asses  as  they  are  identi- 
1  ipture,  which  belonged  to  hie  father.  Instes  ',  rod  direct  hi  -  to 
amuel  to  him  jro  perform  the  necessary  task  of  anoint:'-     L        ig. 
e  read  in  our       ure,   amuel  anoints  Saul  and  then  gives  him  directions 
whic'        !;o  folic      which  w  to  do  the  will  of  God  for  his 

life. 

I  would  like  to  use  the  latter  part  of  the  3rd  ver   as  our  n- 

ing.     :■--■  bo  be  had  ir  ire  and  I  would  ju 

to  use  this  .      Lei  gives  Saul  the  directions  th 

to  go  to  the  plain  of  Tabor,      rher     wil  rod  to 

hel.    .-  of  the   -   i  to  be  c     '      Ids,       •      >e  carrying  3 
loaves  of  br   ,        third  will  be  c       a  bottle  of  wine, 
fbat  -el  is  ■'       -  ■"-     me  wliich  denot* 

i      fc         .      el  'auld  be  the      >.  ound 

simply  "The     ■■  ■  .'" ,      "  ,  '  iug. 

aite  obviously  mion  there.  ;h& 


I 


necessa  '.  to  do  so.  it  more  ■ 

,ct  that  as  ssceigc  "ar  back  an  1000  years  before  the  ]    itution  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  by  Jesus  Christ  Ei  .-.elf,  the  same  ingredients  were  necessary  to 
come  before  Go  . 

The  first  Ingredient  was  the"kids,H  which  many  times  in  Scripture  referred  to 
lambs  ai  li"  ;en  to  yo  its.  But  in  either  event  we  can  see  that  an 
innocent    '  red  as  the  sacrifice.   Thus  we  have  God  using  the  kids 

ip  as  the      'ice.  Later,  Jesus  Christ  became  the  substitute  for 
the  animals  and  offered  His  body  and  blood  as  the  h      aerifies  fa  ' 

n  it  is  significant  to  note  ;  i  '      ;ituted  a         ' s 

also  found  here.   jo  here  we  are  not  only  deal: 
parallel  of  future  events,  but  ients  for 

od. 

2   can  trace  through  the  irael- 

itr  ftcibols   for  us  to  note  for 

Ld"  or  "lamb"  b~  "or  the  salvation  of 

i'/hen  braham  hi  i  *i  ;     '  called 

.      rovided  the  ram  in  t     icket,  il  for       ice. 

And  what  was  it  /ere  to  kill  and  paint  its  blood  on 

their     -  gel  of  la 

course.         '  centuries  the  Israelites  obse: .■  the     30Ver 

b  and  eati"         il  together  in  remembrance. 
Bread  is  made  "  nificance  in  all  of  tl 

'  i  ,      '-'     .  - -■  1  they  -  ?e  a  bread  made  without  leaven. 

?  their  cereal  offering-  in  the  one  of  the  ingredients 

brc       fore  God.    it  if  we  "      ;  $3m   what  rheat  has  to  to  her: 

the  c      bread  as  we  now  It,      ierstand  that  God  is  telling  u  tething 

lificant  in  this  symbolism.   'heat  must  go  through  the  rigors  of  winter,  and 
then  it  must  be  harvested  and  sepa      from  th<  e  plant  which  cannot 

be  used.  Next  it  is  ground  and  crushed  into  flour,  and  then  it  must  be 
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3ther  ingredients,  an  "to  the  heat  of  fire  before  it  can  become  what 

" . 

wine  or  grape  juice.  ured  and  in  order  to 

juice  th  f  be  sze  L.  '   as,  like  wbe  '  , 

-  -  mce  of  b  eir  original  form.  "      '.  using      bolism 

an  body  rist  for  tb  .  of  man  ind. 

i  had  to  lose  .lis  :'        in   ?   '  to  become      .viour  of  the  world. 
gave  it  ax  to  be  tl      -if ice. 

life  blood  and  had  His  flesh  torn  on  our  behalf.         .ten 
>lize  this  than  by  setti  the  sj  t     sf 

- 
need  to  loc  the  ingredients  thereof,  as  not  ju 

,  but  be:        i  all  ma  i   .     .  all  o:7' 
of  one  person,  the  perfect  Son  of  God,  Jean     'ist. 
~  stration  of  Isibi  and  vaccine  for  Yellow  -■'ever) 

in  essence  is  what        hrist  did  witl   1      afa.ce. 

.1   ■  rtake  at  this  :, 

aware  that  there  is  a  oneness  which  joins       '  nit  the  it 

;r  that  joins  -      ;ether.   It  is  -"hat 

]  he  can  have  - 

ion  of  Dre   "'  bl   n        3  boy). 
It  is  when  sr  that  Wags  linded  around 

-  too  can  feel  as  t  I  of  tl 

universal  of  Je  u   tl  <i     .  be  doctrines  that  ,      iffer- 

ences  i  •     :  -'ia  common  denominator  tat  which  sot 

joii  our  faith  in         Lst  as  our  i  it.   nd  our 

ief  that  through  this  sac  in  c     ;o  Him  and 

,  lembrance  of 

igredient  observe  the  Lord's  3uppe  . 


ST,   PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Eighteenth  Sunoay  After  Pentecost         October   10,    Ig76 
The  Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,    Organist 
Mb.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Directoh 
Karen  Pfabe,   Terry  McClimanb 

ORDER  OF  '.'.ORSHIP  -   1 1  iOf1  A.M. 
Prelude:       "Voluntary  on  the  "oxology"  Purcell 

•Processional  Hymn   No.    72   "Now  thank  *e   all   our  Goo" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  (Unison)  "0  God,  who  makest  thyself  knov'N 
in  the  stillness;  let  us  feel  thy  presence  in  this 
sacred  place;  make  us  to  be  of  the  company  of  brave 
saints  who  have  worshipped  here  in  spirit  anp  in  truth: 
through  the  voices  of  men  and  the  instruments  of  praise 
give  us  to  lift  our  heart  to  thfel  and  80,  0  lonn,  purify 
our  lives  that,  goin6  forth  into  the  world,  »'e  may  go  in 
thy  strength  and  in  thy  love!  through  uesus  christ  our 
Lord.  Amen." 

•Kyrie       (Chgir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Pfaise 

'0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

Ann   our   mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
No.  551 

Genesis      II:    1-9 

**0  Love  of  Gon  most  full" 


(Apostles'  Creed) 


•Pastor; 
•People: 
•Doxologv 

Scr I PTURES 

Hymn  No.   275 
•Affirmation  of  Faith 
•Gloria   Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor!     The   Lord   be  with  you. 
People:     Ano  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayeb  Response 
Offer i ng 

Offertokv:  "Our   Father  "'ho  Art   in  Heaven"     Bach 

Solo:  Sung   by  Cyndie  (  yjery 

frmon:  "UNITED  CONFUSION:     Man's   Action" 

Prayer   and  Lord's   Prayer 
Jymn  of  Dedication  No.      27?     "Love  divine,    all  loves  excelli 

) 


Organ  Pobtlude    "Sell  Symphony"  Purceul 

____~-_~    *CoNGREGaTION    STAMPING ■ 

The  Lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  been  placed   rv 
The  Herbert  Shearer   Family   in  memory  of  "Lqveo  Ones" 

Serving   as   Ushers   today   are;    *'Vallv  Feder*    John   Snow, 
Mont  MacKinney,    Herb  Shearer   and    ^teve  Vahgq* 

The  lovely   new  Living   Ferns  on  the  on   the   side  of   the 
Lectfrn  ano  Pulpit   are   a  gift  from  Down  E.   Miller   ln 

LOVING    MEMORY    OF    HIS     "MOTHER1'     DOROTHY    KaLB    M|LLEfl« 

Deacon  and  Mrs.  William  Fflugh  will  be  the  Greeters 
at  the  door  tooay. 

MURSERY    WILL     BE     PROVIDED     BY    A»T     AND    BtTTY    CaRNEY     AND 

Nancy  Link, 
the  attendance  last  sunday  was  235* 
Tuesday  -  SOUP   AND  SALAD   DAY   -   Lunch   from    I  I ;00  to 

i  ^0  and  suppefi   from  5  t0   7  ■      ' f   vqu   ™n*t  have 

a  ticket   get    in  touch  with  any  of   the  women  tooay. 

Jane   Armstrong   will  have  charge  of  the  Bazaar   table. 

She  woulp   lixe    to   have   you   brims    in   your   baked   goods, 

CANDY,     HANOWQRK     ftNp     ,NtE»EST«NG     ITEMS    -    MoNDAY 

afternoon  or   tuesday  'morning  for   noon  sales. 
Ladies   don't   forgft   your   salads   ano  cakes   -  have   them 
here  early. 
»L*ke   Erie  Assoc,    meeting  Oct.   #*,    3^00  P.M.    to  f  :"}0  P.M. 
at   ^t.    Paul's  U.CC.    Erie.      Anyone   desiring   to   go 

PLEASE  CONTACT  THE  PAGTOP.    InBTEaO  OF  A  BUSINESS 
MEETING  THERE  WILL  BE  5  WORKSHOPS  FOR  WORKERS  IN  THE 
CHUHCHE9.   There  IB  no  LIMIT  on  the  number  OF  PEOPLE 
WHO  COULD  ATTEND. 

'  Mr.    a  Mrs.   Robert  Khauer  celebrated   their    16th 

WEDDING    ANNIVERSARY    ON    OCTOBER    StH    -    CONGRATULATIONS* 

■The   Wycliffe    Bible   Translators    are    holding    a    COMPLI- 
MENTARY   OlNNER    AT     THE     CATHEDRAL     IN    New    CaSTLE,      AT 

7.OO  F.M.    on  Monday  Oct.    \  S.      Everyone   ia    invited. 
Youth  Meeting  tonight   at  7:00  P.M.      Also,    a   sign-up 
sheet    in  the  office  for  those  going   to  the   all  night 

party,      Friday  Oct.    15   from   I l~S,      We  must   know  how 

MANY    ARE    GQIN6,      BO    WE     CAN    BUY    FOOD     ACCORDINGLY.       iS(#- L 

Hospital  (zed:     Mrs.    Emma  Heginbotham  -M>3  ;   Kathryn  ^i-fa 
-Rancroft  -?56   "BCMH.      Eleanor  McWiuliams   -  St,—  fh*F 
Margarets   -    Pgh.     37*     JT£*Q*r    -&Mf    "  t Uflfy. 

YOU  WILL  NEVER  KNOW  HOW  MUCH  ANYONE  COULD  APPRECIATE 
CARPS.  G£T  WELL  WISHES,  PRAYERS  AND  FLOWERS  UNTIL 
YOU  HAVE  BEEM  IN  THAT  POSITION  YOURSELF,    T*   NKS  30 
MUCH  FOR  CARING  -  BE*  Ta*T« 


:  ,       "         .  - . :_.  ■  ■ 

i 
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Tac       •  i, but  time  lamg  ci 

""^■'  *~^'  f-fltT  -;re?  at  nite) 
ecent  -'uo^e"  or  minister; 
..enar  '"  ?  ;e  ,  eop  ,-:-till!  c  '  3t 

.cr:  his  c"     out: 

-  ry  repeat  over  '-.  c  riv  duplic 

7        "  of  "1 

^  .  .  ,-  '  —  :  VS  1=1  od 

2, -pec  ,     ar=Babylon 

"  ---  '   -        ,  itcl 

,      tt  or  ;ower,1 

b  ;e,1  t    •  tl  "  r,  lasi        -"-  ;od 
"  5-  ■*!  ict,1  Jt  recor      :   it  re?  ' 

Ltical  1  "    ,  ool  resours  attain 

,  under st    :        ide: 
let  nan      pond  t 
2day  g  -       3triv  Bcum  all  powerful 

=  >vt  leads    sc.  In        i   orld  Govt 
=perf  indiv  i  tetube,  u  sr  -eon  18-20y 
:.pace  explorfsecret        etc. 

4        11       2  us  £:  sho*     '   .  .    thez  event 

2="^  '   ■   ^  "Jam  let  us  mak  brik" 

Drlcl  gov'      idea,     no  G  in  it  &  bound  2  fail 
2= a  -iv~  ■"  n   '■  "7"-1  "-  '         name", Pride  wors  sin 
r-made  man ,  man  rul  out  G,He  ":     ;,no  need  etc 
■  care  tween  c 

7=    ". :.     \      -  "■'    :  '  -"  |  ":  ■" 

2  br-    "   Tiers  race, sex,   cum  1  fe 
itemat  co-op  good  sun  t'     ,"  ut  G  no  want  a' 
1  race,   :  ,clan.   He  say  loo        ;  no  follow 

or  i     7"!  3r* 
.':-=  .   '   :  ■"  :-i   »   ower  uett2       un- 

il  thing*  "   ,planet  , 

brolo      an   of  fens  2  G.    :.'   "'  ay  do  same 
Latter  days  &  need  2 
(II"  - 

can  no  c  lo/sur 

,      'se?"  I:    1  loo": 
h,     4:8-11 ,  t       "  lif  abo-' 

JS  UE 

w  Him?  Must    wer        n 
>rt  Te  know  Xp/will  help/    -  '"   •    -Us 


LSion:      ' 
:   :nesis  11:4,  " k         ID,      , 

EARTH." 

1  1  :  1  - 

piS'  - 

(Illustration  of  :opation"  for   ■  .) 

jood  example  of        to  disgr  for  a  purpose. 

re  are  time     sn  Ian  >ople  are  unable  to 

;  key  are   ■  '  •     say. 
one  wrote,  ('k-iote  of  All  Ca  }. 

Just  'an  across  a  quotation  by  a  minister  of  our  denomination 

a  church  in  Taite  iw  York,  (Quote  society  a       Individual). 

This  po '       the  fact  that  regardless  of  the  age,  we  will  always  h 
who  will  s  which  it  is     Lcult  to  under;  ;a  L.   'e  may  question 

why  this  is  so  and  I  believe      it  all  ;       ■  -  to  tl      "ion  of       "ire 

;he  11th  chapter.  i  ' solated 

a  one  ti  pening,  that  to  be  re- 

peated ove  in. 

Lch  id  striving  1 
event  on  a  scale  much  great        ;he  scale  in  which  this  story  toe      ;e. 

"Man'  event,  and 

:         .•"  to  t1  :' 

turn  to   this  portion  of  Scripture   and  lo  stall. 

3 :   vs  1,    One   language ,  tame    and  were    able   to  under- 

star.  ■  :  . 

vs .  2 ,  sople  Lwell  d  In  in  the 

inar,    or  ".on. 

rs.   3,  i    i  since   they  had  the  r  1  i  Lent  Lcks, 

■oduced 
>sition  to  build.  ks±  brick  and 

■      -  i  ,  irtar.     It 

bitru  len,  or  mineral  pitch.  It  '    sn   or  pitch  which 

also  used  to  do  the  calking  on  the  ark  before  the  flood. 


-2- 
v  .  4-,  (Read  ^ext),  they  decided  that  they  were  going  to  build  a  huge  tower, 
ret   ling  to  heaven,  and  in  this  way  they  would  make  a  name  for  themselves  and 
would  be  able  to  stay  together  and  not  be  scattered,   '/hat  they  probably  built 
was  what  is  known  as  a  Ziggurgt,  or  a  Babylonian  Temple  Tower.         s  also 
probably  built  for  the  w       of  the  god  Mardu:.        i  made  of  six  sauare 
~:s  one  on  top  of  the  other,  and  th  el  for  the 

.:  archaeolo         cov     ;  3  ruins  of  what  is  believed  to  be  t 
abel. 
•  ,   ut  tapped  i         i outre  hat  man  was  plotti   , 

:'         yon,  bo  speak  different 

is  pas         iripture  ort  to 

;le  religious  and  political  system,         re  in  effect  pooling  all 
thefjtr-  e,  Ti  "V     i  ttervene  .  Can  y<     -  ine 

ble  to        )  your       :  and  be  under       >ne 
,     in  the        ■  moments  to  be  '  f o:  ign 

to  e        ■-    hi  rod  caused  to  happen  to 

in  actu  ' .      their  plan  succee   , 

to  carry  it  through,  the;  »een   3lf -sufficient 

in  no  need  of   3  .    ut  :"  an  Go       .d  interevene,  and  lie  continues  to 
intervene  beyond  the  bounds  Jod  has  provided  for  :    . 

3  need  to  understand  that  this  very 
day      Lme.       --  once  agad      '  .  all  pc  ise, 

and       doesn't  need  God.   S.13       I  to  do  is  to  look  around  us     '.cover 
t  i  . 

the  world  of  politics  and  governno  . .    have  those      re   n  ing  for  a 
one  snt.   -'his  isn't  surprising  becaxise  it  is  predicted  in  God's 

i  a  part  of  the  latter  days.  Jv  '         ;ro  p  of  snt 

lc   er.  signed  a  Declaration  of  Interdependence  calling  for  us  to  dissolve  our 

'.     xrdl  governenent. 

In  medicine  we  xns  read        r  of  scientists         to  produce  the  perfect 
Lividual  in  a  test  tube.     '  I   an  could  "  -. ' 


-  - 
ickly  as  they  could  be  boratory,  and  in  1 

teration  of  JLiaaiA  so  called  need, 

f  j  led 

solution  centuri   . 

There 

,  i  ,   ,  ■.-■_     r.  rents.  they  ignore 

,       ,  let  v  ke   brie1:  anrl  build."   ]  :   -ere  confident  ir  their 

-ki  "--..-.  '>pse  a  one 

ti 
.it ion  t  b        ■  (curity 

,  :•  proponents  of  this  world  o     '   - 

at  never  .'.""'• 

;i    ;o.    "        i    J   because  the  .  with  this  organisa- 

tion, we  cannot  expect  the  Lord  to  bless  its  actions,  because  He  should  and 

be  at  the  center  of  it,  if  it  is  to  succeed. 
■2he  second  mistake  of  the  builders  at  babel  is  tl      ay  glorified  themselv 
.  '     -       a  name."  of  is  one  of  t 

lien  heir  to  and  that  is,  !'     .        , 
man       *  •  He  is  a  self- 

Don'  t  :  today.      ;       romoting  his 

,  bei    bie  solutions  for  the  problems  of 

Isn't  lan  ruling  out  '  no 

to  believe  in?   Isn't  it  t        ,  ' 

■  lie  to  "  sorts 

rts  of  indi  '  i 

us  to  loo':  to 
bhe  third  thing  the  "•  -.  1st 

u  "mild  a  cit  lest  we  be 

hi  brect  tur  ..'  rpose  or  r   '  . 

v  jcates  i 
need  to  br        al  ,  , 


-  Fa  11  .    lere  are  be      -Tor  international  cooperation, 

.  an  that  us  all  to  be  of  one  race  or  clan.   God 

want         Le  to  he] 

dependence         ,  are  not  1  3r"  for 

our  nee'.'.  . 

?e  folic  '     false  religio]  .       ower  of  Babel  w   basic  lly 
a  religious  structure.   .wo  of  the  ruins  of  such  towers  have  been 
the  original  Tower  of  Babel|  but  scientists  cannot  a  •     tich  ia  the  real  one. 
In  all         ity  the  ;  Is      ad  the  stars  were       ped  there.   This  would 
'  course  be  the         '  and  this  '        l,  and  off 

od  coul."     tolerate 

interve    and  caus-       to  be  involved  in  a  \." 

ill  of  this,  but  they  could  not  u  or 

:?8t00d. 

.3       -J  lated  ,      ice 

;ain  today  the  "  Lon.  ve  snt  is 

.aid  toward  a  one  world  government.  But  from  the  standpoint  of  Christ- 
ianity, there  is  and  has  been  the  movement  underway  to  conglomerate  all  denom- 
inations into  one  large  church,   however  we  may  view  this,  we  need  to  under- 
stand that  this  is  according  to  the  Word  of  God  what  is  t         ace  in  the 

Latter  Day  . 

(Illustration  of  "'.hat  Ire    -  Going  .'■  ■  >rld?n) 

obviously,  the  things  that      "  our  world  today  cannot  be  con- 
trolled or  st      "               lals.  w         's  plan  i               ly 
beir     r  :ed  out  aco.  ?ding  to             i    -  this  does  not  mean  t' 
we  throw  our  hand  >  '"'  hat's  t      ?,"  and 
join  the  swell         i  of  the  ungodly.   Ins  to  look  to  God's 
re  closely  to  see  what     ti.lXx.daxz  ehk  want.;  us  to  know  and 

ed  from      .rd  to  si  threat    '  the 

one'                     "          .                '■&  livir                   the 


Jut  we  can  take  heart  in  the  ad  find 

ort  in  the  strength  and  help  of  the  en  1    aul  in  like  circu  - 

.:-■■.        '  -  Jorinthia   in  >nd 

,     :. ) . 

of  life         .   Jesus      ;  is  to  be  ;,  or  to 

in  our  live  '.  this  can  happen  or  c 

ally,  L  avi "'"■'-'   Is  ii: 

the  One  to      /ou  turn  and  talk  to  when  the  problems  and  the  cares  of  this 
world  overwhelm  you? 

,  'Then  1  urge  you  to  see         .    e  is  waiti  i   ;c   el- 
ld.  Ls  call.        is  o 

then  tur       life  o1       Lm  an         ]  '"'  '       rou.    ain,  I 

shall  he  happy  to  share  with  any  of  you  the  certainty  you  ma;, 
yours  and  you  are  His  if  you  hi  "   i  concer:      our  rel  '     aip  to 

-  ■■•  ;  -  ,  ,   is  is  the  most 

import-  hi    orld.   It  is  not  how  lo        re.   It  is  not  ; 

badly  the  world  may  n        ,  or'       ?upt  everything   -   id  us  seems  to  be 
getting.   The  most      -rant  thing  for  all  of  us  is  to  know  Christ  as  our  y  sr- 
sonal  Saviour,  Only  with  Hi  i         ?ts  and  lives  can  we  t 
the  "United  Confusion"  which  surrounds  us  today. 


ST.    PAUL1 6  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

BUTLER,  PENNSYLVANI  A 

Nineteenth  Sunday  After  Pentecost       Oct*    I 7p    '376 
The  Rev,    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay   Morris,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Ellen  Master,     Randy  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  ~    I  I :00  A.M. 
Prelude:  "Jeeu,    Joy  of  Man's   Desiring11  Bach 

•Processitnal  Hymn  No,    176  "Cro^n  Him  with  many  crowns" 
"Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
"e.xhortat  on 

"Confession    (Unison)    "ALMIGHTY  AND   ETERNAL  GOO,    whose 
light  doth  shine    in  mortal   tarkness;    reveal  unto  us   thy 
presence    in  our  souls,    and   thy  judgment   of  all  our   actions, 
thoughts,    and  words.      manifest   thyself  to  us   fn  the  move- 
ments  of    this    present    time.      open   ouft    eyes    to    thy   glory 
all   around   us.      thou   art  £ver   coming  to  thy  children, 
coming    in  manifold   y"ayb  ;    t?v   cherishing   our   serious    ant 
reverent  spirit  may  v'e  prepare  ourselves   to  meet  our  goo, 
through  Jesus   Christ  our  Lord.      Amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and   Pastor) 

"Assurance   of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
"Praise 

"Pastor!      '0   Lord  open  our   lips, 

•PeWL.eS      And   our  mouth   shall  show   forth  thy   praise 
"Doxology  No.    55' 

Scri pturf  :  Genes  is    I 

Hymn  No.   2?S  "Behold  ust    Lord" 

•Affirmation  of   Faith  (Apostles'    Creed) 

•Gloria   Patri 
Call  to   "raver 

Pastor:   The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:   And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offlri ng 

Offertory  :  "Autumnal11  James 

Anthem;        "Give   to  our  Lord    Immortal  Praise"         Maun 
Sermon:  "UNITED  CONFUSION*     God's  Answer" 

(Goo   created  man   in  His    image  and  set  forth  hov  man   is 
to   live        The   theme  of   both  of   these  services    is   about 

) 


the   modern   trend    tq*»bp    one   world   government    in   all 
areas  of  life)* 
Prayer  and   Lord's   Praver 
•Hymn  of   Dedication  No,    2?&   "Dear   Lord  and   Father  of 
Benediction  and   Three   Fold   Amen  mankind" 

Organ  Postlude  "St.   Anthony  Chorale11  Brahms 

--------  *Congregat 1  on  Standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowers  on    the   Altar  have   been  placed   by 
Mb.   &  Mrs.    Charles   Fleeger   in  memory  of   "Loved  Ones" 
Serving   as  Ushers   today  are!      *RoBSie  Vinroe,    Bob 
Pfl'fn,    Brian  Pfase,    Steve  Smith  and  Chris   Pfabe. 
The  attendance   last  Sunday  was    175 

Mrs,  Sara  Stepp  will  be  the  Greeter  at  the  door  this 
morn  1 ns. 

Nursery  will  be   providep   today   jbv:      Jane  Andrews, 
Barb  Andrews    and  Rosin  Knauer. 
*tp  Lai<e  Erie  Association  Fall  Meeting  will  se    in   ^t.    Paul1 
U,C.C,    Church,    EhIe,    Sunday  October  ?U,    3:00  P.M. 
Instead  of  a   regular  business  meeting  there  will  be 
5  Workshops  for  Church   leaders. 

I*      Consistory  members   ano   Presidents 
?,      Evangelism  Committee   people. 

Property   Committee   chairmen  and  members 
n0m| nat  i ng   commi ttce   people   and   chal  rm£n 
Altar  Worship   committee  people. 
^ Hosfi tali  zed:      Lewis   Kradel,    Howard   Bolam,    Jimmy 
Stewart.      Earl  '.Vogan   -  Roswell   Clinic. 
/fo>^jj"u escty1   -  70^"  ~   Fidelity  Bible  Class  meeting    and 

White   Elephant   sale. 

Thursday  -  10*01  -  Mary  Wartha  Circle  -  will  meet  at 
the  Church.  We  will  spend  the  day  at  Moraine  Camp- 
LANfi.  Our  trip  last  month  was  cancelled  because  of 
rain.      Each  member  will   bring  her  own  hot  dogs   and 

A    SMALL    TUREEN,         SaRA    SnQW    WILL    FURNISH    DESSERT    AND 
BEVERAGE* 

Thurb.  -  7: no  -  Bible  Study 

The  YWCA  is  reactivating  the  "one-to-one"  reading 

PROGRAM     IN    SEVERAL    OF    THE     ButLER     ELEMENTARY     SCHOOLS. 

More  volunteers  are  needed, 

"Both  women   and  men,    are  needed   for  the   VVlCA  "Qne- 
to-one"    reading  Program.       If   you   can  give   one  half 
day  each  week,    call  Mrs.   Reinhold  Weber   (2S7-2II8) 
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ST.    PAUL'S    UNITED    CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Twentieth   Sunoay  After  Pentecost         October  2kt    1976 
The  Rev.   Ralph  C.   Link,   Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,   Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Di recto" 
Ellen  Master,   Ranqy  Dellen  -  Acolytes 


ORDER  OF  '.VORSHIP  -    11:00  A.M. 


Preluce:  "Now  Thank  We  all  Our  Gor"   arr.    by  Whitney 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    ISl*  "All  hail   the   po''Eo  or  Jesus'    name" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  AMeM 

^Exhortation 

•Confession   (Unison)    "0  Loro  our  Gop,   »ho  art   in  every 
place,    from  whom  no  space  or   pi  stance  can  ever  9eperate 
us,    v'e   knovj  that  those  who   ape  absent   from    each   other 

ARE     PRESENT    Y'FTH    THEE,      AND    Y'E     THEREPOErE    PRaY    THEE    TO 

ha«/e    in:  thy   holy  keeping  those   hear  ones   prom  whom  we   are 
now  separaten,    anp   grant  that   both  they   ano  "'e,    ry 
trawino  nearer  unto  thee,   may  s£  dra»'n  nearer  to  each 
other,    bouno  together   by  the  un9een  chain  or  thy   love, 
in  the  communion  of  thy   spirit,    and    in  the  holy  fellow- 
ship of  thy  saints.     amen. " 
•Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of   Paooon  -   Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor!      f0   Lord   open   pur    lips. 

•People:     And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Qokology  No.    551 

Scripture:  2  Samuel    fl*s    l-?U 

Hymn  No.    274         "Jesus,    the  very  thought  of  Thee" 
•Affirmation  of  Faith  (Apostles'Creeo) 

•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 
Pastor: 
People: 
Pastor  S 
Prayer  ano  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

Offertorys  "Voluntary   in  E  flat"         Rinck 

jthem:  "Its   Time   To   Pray,    {with  guitar,    sax   ano   piano) 

/   ,te:rmon:  "TRICK  AND  TREAT" 

Prayer   an^   Lorc's   Prayer 
) 


The   Lord   be  with   you. 
And   with   thy   spirit. 
Let   us  Pray. 


Jesus" 
Cramer 


•Hymn  of  Dedication  No.   290  "Stand  up,    stand  up  for 

Benediction   and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ  Postlude:  "Postlude   in  Gn 

_______„    'CoNGHEGAT  CON    StAND  I  NG    -    -     -    -    -    -    _ 

The  Lovely  Flowers  on  the  Altar  have  been  placed  by 
Mr.  &   Mrs,  Allen  C.  Botacchi  in  memory  or  their 
"Parents'", 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are;  'Richard  Mangel,  Darvl 
Tait,  John  Dreher  and  Gary  Penar* 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  1 9$. 
Dfacon  and  Mrs.  Robert  Dellen  will  be  the  Greeters 
at  the  door  tohay, 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today  by:  Marlene  Rj  emer, 
Mrs*  Ann  Falkner  a*  Lqri  Shearer. 
^  Lake  Erie  Assoc.  Fall  heetinu  this  afternoon  at  JlOQ 
at  St.  Paul's  UCC  Church  in  Erie  -  5  workshops  offered* 
If  vou  are  interested  contact  the  Pastor. 
^Next  Sunday  (Reformation  Sunday)  we  will  receive  new 
members  -  if  you  know  of  someone  interested  in  com  i  ns 
into  our  Church  -  let  someone  in  the  office  know  now, 

OR    PLACE    A    Slip     \H    THE    OFFERING    PLATE, 

Friday  you  *'Ere  sent   your   proposed   budget,    letter  and 

commitment   cards  -  please   take  time   and   reap    it. 
^  Hosp i tal i zed  I      Earl  Wogan,    Buffalo,    Lewis   Kradel-?£3t 

Helen  Hollefreuno  #^06,    Gertrude   Pavib   #532- 
Wednesday  -  7:3°  "  Bible  Study  with  Rev.    Link  will 

be  on  the  Aqenda   for  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 

Golden  Circle, 

ThuhB,  -  ^lOO  ~  0C  0LE  STUOY  IN  THE  UNDERCROFT  (eVERY 

week) 

(About  the  Anthem)  -The  Choir  is  singing  an  Anthem 
today  from  "i  l_ove  america11  cantata  by  john  w. 
Peterson.   Several  other  anthems  will  be  used  this 
fall  from  this  cantata  for  the  s i centenn i al. 

We  have  ordered  a  new  white  Altar  linen  for  the  Altar. 
The  other  one  cannot  be  washed  again.   If  anyone 
would  like  to  have  this  as  a  memorial  gift  -  please 
let  bea  know  in  the  office  within  the  next  week  oh  so. 

Men  and  women  are  needed  for  the  YWCA  "One-to-one" 
Reading  program*   If  vou  can  give  one  half  day  each 

WEEK,     CALL    MrS  .     ReINHQLd    WeSER     e?87~2IIS« 
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ST,  PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,  Pennsvlvani a 
Reformat  ton  Day  October  31,  J 97^ 

The.  Rev,  Ralph  C.  Link,  Pastor 
Mrs.  Kay  Morris,  Organist 
Mrs.  Cyno ie  Svbert,  Youth  Choir  Director 
Ellen  Master,  Randy  Dellen  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -  I  I :00  A.M. 
Prelude:     l1A  Mighty  Fortress  is  our  God"  Praetor  ids 

*Frqces3ional  Hymn  Mo,  2g|   "A  m]ghtv  fortress  is  our  God" 

•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession  (Unison)  "0  Almighty  Lord  and  Heavenly  Father, 
we  beseech  thee  to  guide  ant)  govern  the  minds  of  thy 
people  )n  wisdom,  sincerity,  and  judgment!  that  3£1 ng 
called  upon  to  elect  just  legislators  and  faithful 

COUNCILLORS  >  1*>E  MAV  UNDERSTAND  BOTH  THE  SaCREDNEBS:  OF 
THE  TRUST  WHICH  THY  FRQVlDENCE  COMMITS  TO  EACH  OF  US, 
AND  ALSO  THE  GREATNESS  Of  THE  INTERESTS  WHICH  THEREON 
DEPEND,    To  THEE,  0  LORD,  >"E  COMMEND  THIS  WHOLE  LAND  FOR 
WHICH  THOU  HAST  DONE  SO  GREAT  THINGS  OF  OLD*   AboLIBH 

all  mean  desire  and  unworthy  motive?  let  none  be 
deceived  through  wilfulness  or  by  vain  words \    cleanse 
all  thoughts,  and  uplift  all  mindsj  enable  us  tt  consider 
all  things  diligently,  and  in  all  singleness  of  heart 
to  fulfill  thy  *illj  through  jesus  christ  our  lord,  amen." 
•Kyrie        (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pastor) 
^Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:   '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

•People:   And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Dqxolqgy   No .  551 
Scripture!  \    Corinthians  1?!  \-\\ 

Hymn  No.  326  "0  where  are  kings  and  empires  now" 
•Statement  of  Faith  (Front  of  Hymnal) 
*Glqria  Patri 
Call  to  Phayer 

Pastor*  The  Lord  be  with  you. 
Peoples  And  vith  thy  spjrit. 
Pastor:   Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
Offering 

J 


Offertory:  "A  Mighty   Fortress"  Reger 

New  Members  will  be  received 

Anthem;  "God   of   our   Fathers"  Warren 

Sermon:  "57  Varieties" 

Prayer  and  Loro's    Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication   No.     322   "The   Church's   one  Foundation" 
Benediction  and  Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:        "For  All  the   Saints"  Willi amb 

^__.____  'congregation  standing  ------- 

The  Lovely   Flowers  on  the  Altar  have   been   placed   sv 
Mr.   &  Msg,    Lloyd   French    in  memory  of  "Loved  Ones   and 
Friends" 
Serving   as  Ushers  to^ay  are:      *Mike  Nazaruk,    Robert 

Stev-'art,    James   McClymonhs    and   Gottlqb  Kratjel. 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    Charles   Penar  will   be   the    "Greeterb" 

at   the  door   today. 
Nursery  wict   re   provided  today   by;     Virginia  Mangel, 

Oru   Rensel,    Laurel  Stauffer. 
The   attendance    last  Sunday  was    183' 
^^WHqspitali  7ed:      Lewis   Kradel  26},    Helen   Hollefreund  kQ&. 
-^^Congratulations,   to  Mr,    &  Mrs.    Ronald  Venbel  -  they  have 

A  NE*r  BABY  GIRL  THIS  WEEK.    AppRESS  IS  R.  D.  #3. 

^J^New  Members   received   today  areS      Mrs.    Norma  %lfe, 
William  Ohl,    Sue  Gibbs   and   Chris  Gibfib. 
Mrs.    Kathryne  Bancroft  would   like  to   thank   the   Congre- 
gation   FOR    ALL    THE    CARDS,     GET    ""ELL   WISHES    AND    PRAYERS. 

Those   nominated  for  Elder:     Mike;  Na?*bhk     HpR,   t*u 

ALLgw    Bf1TApfui  -    flr«pnM'    Wi,,....    T..r.TnflM|    pnrityrv    Rgj^F1 

Brlice  McBrjpe.   Robert  Sybfht.   Richard  Mangel.    Donald 

Kinbsley.   Mary   Lou   Da^i*. 
^  Tonight   -  7:00  -  Youth  Meet i no 
^   Next  Sunday   -  Youth  Rally  -  Mi llvale  UCC  -      3:00  P.M. 

Thurs.   -  Bible  Stuov  -  ?:00   in   the  Undercroft 
^    Single  ano   Career  Breakfast  -   every   Friday   morning 

at  6:30  A.M.    at  the   Holiday    Inn  ~  ?9  ther^e   last  week. 
J^Next  Sunday,   Rev,    Chris  Currjer  will   be  our  Guest 

Minister*      Several  Cqngresat ions  *ill  be    here   to  hear 

him  as  a   candidate   for  their  pulpit* 
^^Nekt   Sunday  after  the  Service  we  "-ill  have  nominations 

frqm  the  floor   for  Elders   and   Deacons,    followed  av 

the   Election.      The   Budget  w*ll   be   presented   to   the 

Congregation   for  adoption. 
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ST,    PAUL'S  UNfTFD  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Third   Sunhay  After   Fentecdst  November    lHp     1 976 

The   Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,   K*y  Morris,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Pj rector 
Helen  HiLLfARp,    Brian  Kennedy  -   Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  I  :<n  A.M. 

Prelude:  "Now  Thank   we  all  our  God"      Karg   Elert 

♦Processional  Hymn  No*   253   "Take  my   life,    and    let    it   be" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhc-rtat  ion 

'Confession    (Unison)    110  Most    Loving    Father,    who  wi  llebt 
us   to   give   thanks   for  all  thtngs,    to   dread   nothrng   but 
the   loss   of  thee,    and   to   cast  all  our  care  on   thee,    who 
ca  rest    for    usj    preserve    us    from    fa  i thless    fears    amd 
wqrlnly   anxieties,    and  grant   that   no   cloucb  of   this 
mortal  life  may   hide  us  from  the  light  of  that   love 
which    is    immortal,    and  which   thou   hast   manifested  unto 
us    in  thy   Son  Jesus   CHRfSr  our  Lord.      Amen." 
•Kyrie  (Choir,   Congregation   and  Pastor) 

•Assurance   of   Parpon  -  Choral   Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      '0   Lord   open  our  ltps. 

•People:      And   our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thv   praise 
•Doxclogy        N0,    551 
Scriptures  2  Chronicles   3I :   2-1? 

Hymn  No.      252  "Take  Thou  our  minds,    pear   Lord" 

•Affirmation  of   Faith        (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call   to   Prayer 

Pastor;      The  Lore   be  with  you. 
People*      And  with  thy  spirit. 
Pastor i     Let  ua   Pray. 
Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory:      "Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God"     Kaufmann 
Anthem:      "Jesus    is   Calling   America"  Peterson 

From:      1    Love  America     -   Solo   -  Von  Malonev 

L  Sermon:  "HEAPS  OF  LEFTOVERS" 

Prater   and    Lord's   PqAVEft 


,- 


•Hymn  of  Ceo  I  cat  ion  No*  256  "Lord,  speak  to  me" 

Benediction  and  Three  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postludes       w Improvisation" 

_ _  _  _  •Congregation  Stand  i ng 

The    Lovely  Flowers  on   the  Altar   have   been   placed    by 

Mr,    &  Mrs.    Steve   Varso  to   the   "Glory  of  God" 
Serving  ab  Ushers   today   are;      *Wally   Feder,    John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,    Herb  Shearer,    Steve  Vargo. 
Nursery  will  be   provided   today    by:     Brad   and  Judy 

Vinrc    and  Ellen  Master. 
The   attendance   last   Sunday  vias   223 
'+0^-  After  the   Service   this   morning  the  Unoer  Shepherds 

/will   pick  up   thecp' material    in  the   front   of  the 
Church. 
^^Thib    is  Christian   Enlistment   Day    if   you   forgot  to 
bring   your  card   today,    either  mail   it  back   to   the 
Church  or  get    it    in  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Monday  -  €\Q<~'  -   Fidelity  Bible   Class   Tureen   Dinner 

and  grab   bag. 
Wed.   -   7*30-  Golden  Circle  -  Please   bring   your  o*n 

scissors   and  Elmers   glue. 
Thurs..    -    10:00  -  F^ary  Martha  Circle 

Fr  I  „     -    6:15    "    *RC    CLASS    WILL    MEET     AT    THE     CHURCH     TO 
GO      ICE    SKATING    AT     BELMONT     Af?ENA      IN    K(tTANNING. 

Rental   skates   art   available.      Transportation  will  be 
available  for   anyone   needing    it,      refreshments   will 
be  served   »*t  the  church  following   the   activity.      rring 
your  family  and  come  along  for  some  fun,      the  dfln 
Kennedy's    and   Bob   Dellen's   ape    in   charge  of   plans, 

^^  Hospitalized;      Gertrude   Davis,    Florence  MacKinney, 

^■mj^Evelyn  Shakely,    Wi  lmer  Pfare. 

^»  Thurs.   -  6:30  -  Sutler  Area  Laymen's   Fathe      *nd   Son 
Banquet  will   be  held   at  Sethany  UCC  This   thuro* 
Tickets   are   availarle   from  Walter  Harmon   and   Chuck 
Penar, 

^p  Next  Sunday   at   3:3u'  W£  will  meet    in   the  Undercroft 

to  make  Advent  Wreaths.      We  will   need   some    evergreen 

BRANCHES  TO  HECQRATE  THE  WREATHS,    At  5*00  WE  WILL 
SIT  DOWN  TO  A  FAMILY  MEAL  OF  HOMEMADE  VEGETABLE  SOUP- 
AfTERWARDS  THERE  WILL  BE  ***  "^fe  I  NG  I  NG  AND  EXPLANATION 

of  Chribmons  for  the  Chrismon  Tree. 
Next  Sunday  is  Family  Thankofferlng  Sunday  -  Warren 

[hLENFELd    WILL    BE     THE    SPEAKER     -    FAM I  LY     TH  ANKOFfERI  NG 

Te^TN^YdSS    Tfc]EJrflMfRICftN     fNOlANS.     YoUR    SPECIAL     ENVELOPE 
Jfa      IN    VOUH     ENVELOPE     BOX     (BLUE) 
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If  ■-.    will  turn  once  lace, 

zekiah  had  asc  .       needed 

King  Ahaz  , 

to   its  proper  use,  Ahaz, 

ari  '  ilso  co 

-"■-'  . 

come  t 

Priest  -  re-established 

i 

fro  .   .  '        Levite  .' 

e   do  t  ,  hut  '  Lee, 

let  the  pace   an  ■'  lenced  in  the 

then  he   enc;  V8  4-.  on 

ier  ££ 

Bd  life   of  rer, 

f\ 

unday  I  have  endeavor c       ;  thi 

'lis  involv  3rs  of 

'  to      iber.     if 

■  (j,  0,  /),  arG  to  "be  bout,    turally, 

spe&l  the   >r  '  *■■■•.  &-°42 

letter  f£ stand  s  of  Israel  were  willing  to  re» 

;nize  that  eve  :-,   God,    (_y/  /X-4. 


-2- 
(III-     ;ion  little  boy    '     >ney  and  ve  L  lg) 

hi,  'dc  b  too  o--' 

isj        have  belo;:  .     io  not  o 

on  loan  to  us  fro  treat  it,   _   'eac   to  it 

or  use  it  determines  how  we  i.   ,'e  r 

oelf  j.  '      ;   belon 

2  or  that  is  mine,  .   Ive  ly  ours, 

;o  Lt  is  tine  that 

. 
ti  '       av   ■  ■  ■  ihip  or 

,  .  , 

ill  not  only  ble;."  ,  nee 

we  bleess  Him. 

bated,' 
,  ;he  peoi '.     . 

The  second  letter  we  should  remember  is  the  letter  0.   0  stands  f       Lience. 
tot  expect  t<  life  if  v;e  re         bey.   Je  look     ;  3 

see  kfexfc  c  ..are  a 

Lo  not,  and  lany  ti  I".  ".  ~.  -n.ee  is 

-       Id  ;ential  to  all  of  life, 

o  not  ol  sept  the     sequence  ,     could  use 

ex?.       to  illua  .  i-ir  and  ' 

ice  it  re  couLI  '  .  But  si  ble 

dive  of  result ;  we 

beyed 
j 
our  Butler ,  but 

i&ice  '  "•■ 3   *  b*  t 

;  obey  tl     3d  laws,       ie  they  are         ro- 

:t  US. 

morning, 


—  7,— 

learne 

to    .  --'-: 

6e  quired  of  tl 

'  ve  ) 
attitu  trt  of  t      '.   " 

■'   .   ?he  attitude  of  I  wil]         t  I  fee!  if  .-mid 

be  all  right. 
Lopt  or  take.     c    t  thi 

■  .     are  re      ~       xl  for      we  give.  I  c 
,  'or  me « 

f.  i  led,  "M  -      ," 

before.  It  invo" v  to 

i  - 

-  have  you.  bout 

,  to  about  I  .   The  " 

■ch,    v;  if  you  want  to  j 
ie  about  "  rample  of  what  id 

that  we  think  about.  Using  the       ;;  for  1971'-  'or  the  Western 
jnnsylvania  we  find  that  the  av  amounted  to  approximate] 

5000  dolla      ar.   ?his  is  the        .    w  we  wor 

.  '■    '"'"■  •    ' , 

Lf ,  if  we  use  1  of  our  c  - 

,  and  eacl  - 

.  to  nbout  2S0  per  member, 

■  .  ..I  of  about  -1 "  " ,     Lollars  : ,  "■ 

-  our  €  ltribut  Id, 


—■"._ 
;ic 

t  agai 

,  taking  il]  ar  ;  3 

■  thousand  income,  we  , 

of  52,000  being  1  ■    '  ..  . 

not  take  into  a  L  :  ti 

•e  that  a  dollar  Lneome.  -  to 

iving.  -   objec:: 

3   to   be   ob -  i  -;■  ;"  .       ,ut 

,     '      ■  Id  I 

be   o"  *    :  0   I  do   it  bece 

to?     Do  I  look  upon    Jod   5  big  ape 

hat  i         Lght 
.  ;hese  our  r<v  .ce.     It  Id  be  an  <  -ice 

3    of    love.  l€  -   ■: 

b  of  love.      -:".       ... 

■ ,  Included.     And  we 

,   and  with  al!  , 

',','*,  ve . 

tion  of     fric 
:  ...    Qur  ^Q1  this  lov 

t ,  " 

:;         -  "  to    XKBXK3E8XC    £HX      ■  '         " 

save  it  :'.  in  t  'a! 

our  c 

we  c 
.d,  "  bring  the  contril  house  ■ 

i  ■""  "r 

people,  so  -  - 
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ST,    PAUL'S   UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

BUTLER,      FENNSYLVANI  a 

First   Sunday    in  Ac-vent  MoVEMBEA  2B,     I97S 

The    Rev.    Ralph    C*    Lr NK,     Pastor 
Mrs.    Kay  Morris,    Organ (bt 
Mrs.    CynoIe  Svbert,    Youth  Choi R   Director 
Shelly  Hockfnberry,    Ricky  Vinroe  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  I  :0O  A.M. 

Prelude;  "Savior  of  the  Heathen,    Come"  Bach 

•Processional  Hymn  No.    99  "Rejoice,    rejoice,    relievers" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortat  I  ON 
•Confession    (Unison)    ,tO   God,     IT    IS    EASIER    for   ub   to   call 

you   Lord  than   Jt    is  to  qo  what   your   Lqrpship   requtres. 

We    ENL1BT      IN     YOUR     CAUSES     BUT     FIND    OURSELVES     LOSING 

Interest.      We   premise   to   se   courageous    but  find  our- 
selves   GIVING     IN    TO    FEAR,        We    WANT    TO     BE    SENSITIVE    BUT 
FIND     IT     EASY    TO     BE     HARP .         *E     FA t L     TO     BEE    AND     TAKE     AH~ 
VhSNTAGE    OF     THE    GREAT     OPPORTUNITIES     SURROUNDING    US. 

Forgive  ust    our   Father.      Take   dur  limitations   and   turn 

THEM  INTO  PQSS I  SI  LI T I  ES  FOR  SERVICE.   GRANT  US  TH I  8 
GRACE  THROUGH  JeEUS  Chr  I  ST  OUR  LORD.    AMEN," 

*Kyrie  (Choir,    Congregation  and  Pastor) 

•Assurance   of  Pardon   -   Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      '0   Iorp  open  cur   lips, 

•People:     Anp   our  mouth  shall  show  ^orth  thy  praise 
*  Do  x  0  log  y  No  ,    ^  I 

ScsiPTuftE:        Luke    I:   5-£5  -  AfaVfihT     PK&Aftf 
Hymn  No.    S3     "Come,    Thou   long   expected   Jesus" 

*AfF.I  RMATl  ON    OF     F*  1  TH        {APQ&TLEBr     Cheep) 

•Gloria  PatrI 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:      The    Lord    ^e  with   you. 

People:     Anp  vjith   thy  spirit. 

Pastor:  Let  us  Pray. 
Prayer  and  Prayer  Response 
OfferJng 

Offertorv:      w0h,    Come,    Emmanuel"  W,   Help 

Anthems       ifLET   There   Be   Peace   on  Earth"  Y-uth  Choir 

"Goo's   Freeway;      Exit    !:      Jerusalem" 

I 


Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication     No.    S_   "0   come,    0   come,    Emmanuel* 
Benediction  and   Three    Folp  AMeN 

Organ  Postlude:      "Improvisation"  Morris 

________  *congregat i  on  standing  ------- 

The  lovely   Flowers   on  the  Altar  have  seen  placed   by 

Mr.   &  Mrs.   Wallace  Feder  to   the   "Glory  of  God" 
Serving   as    Ushers   today   are:      *Don   Kjngslev,    Daryl 

TaJt,    John  Dreher,    Gary  Penar  and  Richard  Mangel. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,    Donald  Kennedy   wtLL   be    the   grerters 

at   the   door  today. 
Nursery  will  se   provided   today   by:      Virginia  Mangel, 

Ann    FalkneR,    Jodie   Marts. 
The    attenoance   Last   Sunday  was   201 
^  Tonight   -    ?;00  -   Youth  Fellowship   Meeting 

Wed.    -  7  =  3R-  Church  Council  --/t-^    tfLAPAj      £f  P/%c»*sj 
|-^Thurb.    -   The   newsletter  will  be   published   -   please 

have  all  material    in  nv  %cne;s-ay, 
Thlps.    -    7:0n   -   Bible    Study  J 

^"^SaptIsm  of   "Tiny  Ones"   will  be  held   next  Sunoay  -    if  l 

YOU     SH0ULP    WANT     Yr>UH     BaRY     BaPTIZED     -    PLEASE     LEAVE     THE 

PASTnR     KNOW    TODAY. 

Basketball  sign-up   sheet   is    in  on  the   Secretary's   desk 
Please  get  all  your  Time  and  Talent   Sheets   back    in  so 
they   can  be   put  together  and   used   for   various   committ- 
ees    FOR    THE     UP     COWING     YEAR.         YOUR     HELP    WILL    BE    GREATLY 
APFREC1 ATED. 
If    YOU    FORGOT     TO     TURN     IN    YOUR    COMMITMENT    CARD    -    PLEASE 

po  bo   in  the  next  week  or  as  soon  as  possible. 
Howdy  Bolam   wqulo   like  to   thank   all  those   that   abkeo 

Prayer,    sent  cards   and  well  wishes  while   he  was 

i n  hospital. 
The   Flower  Chart  will   be   passed   around   this  morning 

-   n0^r    is  the   time   to  make    your   selection   for  the 

coming   year   before   a   special  date  has    been  taken1.         \ 
Dec*    5  -  AflC  will  be   going   to   Sunnycreek   Rcst   Home 

to  entertain  the  e-derly.  \ 

Dec,    \2  -  Ordination  and    Installation  of   Elterb   and 

Deacons, 
■     Dec    12  -  Church   Family  Christmas   Progam   at  7:0^  - 

Sponsored  by  the  Boa^d   of  Christian  Education. 
•^Hospitalized:      Frank  Cottar  l   429 

Poinsetta  Chart   will   se   passed   today  -   no   prit 

AS     YET    -    FOR     THE    SANCTUARY    ON     DEC .      I  9th 
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''  1 ,      alem" 

:'•:    :  1:16,  .-V.J   ..  .-.V  -  -     :  .;  T  ____^ 

1 :5-2"5~  —— — 

.  poe  Jean  '  -p>=.o  1  r»rv-:;l  1  p-nrl  tn  .^v  :  ^_ 

,   :'  ,etc   assui  this  wat  meant 
ha-'   '         (a  .11  rds  lead  2  God 
2,mean  I  cud  worsh  snake, tree    "ind  G 
nnter  this  thi      t  G  set  4th  road  all  Bliev  V     ' 

ar  2  Interstate 
Inter-  t=_/  :,,  ,  1.  '=  *ree  ar-.       it    bhus  G'  i 
v  theme  li  thi    -   t   all, not  fore  2  get  on, or  off 
Conflic  ro€   =  u   '   ,Confuc,Hmndu,Mohomecl  etc 
I  \ ic  :it  2  Bethlehe     :  extend 

this  2  Calvar;  r   perhap  tinu  directio: 

nit  1=Jeru:  G  plan  lif  b,  os    roph,   Gar    en 
oeru  roots  peop  Isr  "■■  Isa  wrot  muc       rn  Jem 
([read  Isa  40:r>-5.  '  r;0Q  w  in-hp-p  xial  ^;1Tre^;:j 
.'roph  Jn  Ba]   .  comin  ;    e  ■  of  Messiah  in  •'::  yi 
i:  :  5aooui»se=sec  "    Priests (20,000) 
ea  sect  1  weelcTwic  yr  exc        ,.  ent         ■  ber 
Lrect  descend  Aaron=pr.,  vs  6  Elizavir     >r  descen 
=1  childless, 

l  lot  &  burn  incense=honor    ium  never  ;  ' 
y  .:■  "  ";=--l  •     sort, peop  cor'     ;es   angel  cam  2  him 
jf.   t:  =-"=-- .-.■.-■  £aeh,vs  12  ' •  jv  1^  name  John 

"  :;  ->  ~i  '■— '\n  told  b         y  -;  VV'    que  tions 

ys  19*20.  ign  ch 

21  =         3r,vs  22  Zach  bless  ween  rail  cor' 
L2-2;;_,-d:  serv  ov< 


!^,v/k  serv  ove.  ,  liz  reg   rejoic  -  bless 


u*  no  knew, but   3        no  s  eak,  b 
both  vss  16-17,  but    b     i  v 

v  4  ea  us=it  G  point  us  to  iGav  Js 
part  plan  set        -,   ^n't  U  G  Freeway 

i    an't  U  G  aged  pr  TJ  told  by  angel? 
:V.'-Iu  ;  .^f.bn^."   "  —  e-n  ■'■  vpenont  °  -y  "  , 
his  similar  wat    V     '      mkind, 

rovn     th  Butiful, wonder x  all  peop  2  hav 

old  man  2  tel]  son  B  1  2  pt  2  Jav 
Jn  sent  2  hi  way,"       proclaim  >av  indee 

an  no  long  need  feel  alon  &  lost  4  can  now  cum  to 
1  who  tak  lonli,f ear ,sorro  etc,  4  G  has  place  4  ea 
is  only  begin,       merely  stand  1st  Exit  of  G's 
•eeway  &  it    -  sd  Jeru  "-.  here  we  ponder  lif  &  rol 
runner  Jn. 

listen   he!   w  3l  1nce  again, 

C.:i..j  v  ; :  ';  iij 


1:  C'c 

:        1 : 1 5 ,  Of  ! 

'  .  " 

■-  ire:  Luk«  1:5- 

>et  named  Jean  ~  '  .'  '  ,  ::  ,':   . 

do  not  '  '  '  "'  , 

iter  of  culture  and  rela  i  ;his 

irectio-     'rited  to 
at  lone,     3ut  to         all  roa   le  wr    ,  an  the 

tate  .     Lmilar  '.■       b  has  come  to  us  that  we  ca 

.     "  it  to  the  iome  re 

his  too  i       a  ;  .     it 

Leve,  just  do 
I  .'.  or 

Lch  is  false.  t  - 

] 

Lpture  that  a  Man  does  not 
go  o -•  ;*' and  build  he 

ich  it  will  cost. 

ing  we  think  perhaps  of  our 
Inte 
year  ing* 

call  t  reew   .''        "  ■  fie  can 

ove  ■ '  ions,  can  ;ed 

"'"-■>-  these  lines. 

"God1         .  - 

...  -.  .  .    .  ;h  is  fre 

ie  is  forced  t  : 

>ee  to  all  for  .  But 

•oads  which  do  not  lead  in  the  d:  , 

ism,  ,  ad 

,  and  we  need  to 

Sod. 


r 

t  L'S  .  "  '  --■■-;■.-  ■     - 

od  t  ... 

.ieve  tb    t 

;    so   tl  "'  - 

- 
;  I  would  like  '. 

God  had  act 

>ti     in  f  "    •  tc   ssfeKS  exi  ■      le- 

• 
It    :'.  '    of 

ire  to  be  found  lace,  bet 

■  ■  te   nor        rophecj 

■  ?ote 

Lab.,  " 

:ist, 

- 
.:-:-  come  to  our  '  'ulfi:  1- 

i  -  -     .  rbo 

'     .       V  cc 

-    .  ;i  a  course. 

dire  ■  '•  ;:be  : 

ove    ,  icost,  and  at  ast  of  of 

.  •  the  re  -1  each  eour      , 

ibeth  su  -  were  botb 

'  L,  and         '       '  '  ' 

'       ice  s  ,  •  ■      '   - 

te  birth  buv,  ri  . 
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,  io  of 

_ 

,  iod  fortune."  ,  ':  e 

"" "  i 

duties  ;o  lot,  ev       acri- 

le  even: 
Lf  ice 
srae] ling  sav- 
for  the  priest  who  performed  this  rite,  the  greatest  day  of  hi 

woui ■'.  ]       •  ir  ana  d      .  of.   .  honor,  and 

many         could  serve  a  lifetime,  an      r  have         rti  it   to  burn  the 
incense  before  the  Lord. 
But  iia3       f  burning 

'  ::ed  the  that  he  and  his  childless, 

had  -       f  7  people  th     '  •  tod,  and  one  o  '. 

peo       Id  be  a  larried  anfl  .    ildle       -as 

grounds  for  divorce  ar         and  read  several  yeai      of  a  ruler  of  one  of 

trie   Livorcin   '   wife  because  she  was  unable  to  bear  a 

vs  10,  rhe  incense     "urned  in  the  inner  court  whi  -:   '-he 

jrt  of  the  Israelites.  And  it  ■   rias  was  "... 

the  an      '  the  Lord  confronted  him  at  the  side  of  the  altar  of  incense, 

vs.  11.  Naturally,  '  ,  ,     ,  but  the  angel  assure      that 

his 
he  need  not  fear,  and  that  kfcx  prayers  were       to  be  answered  and  Elizabeth  his 

wife  ■      '    to  have  a  baby,   -he  baby  was  to  be  named  John,  vs13.   The  angel 

then  goes  on  to  explain  all  the"  bo  do,  vss  14-17-   Zacharias  finds 

all  of  this  a  little  to  hard  to  believe  and  he  t  i     ,  v    .   rhe  an^el 

self  ar.  ■  because  of  hi     ibts  the     1  tells  him  of 

a  si       the  sign  was  to  be  h  or  unable  to  speak  until  all  of 

seen  ace     ished,  vs20.       rhile  out  in  the  outer  co    ,  - 
wonda  '  acharias   as,  vs.  21.  It 


:   rail  which  separate  ■  ,  '  it  LI,   and  to 

eople.  did  come 

vision.  Lgns  to  tl 

wee 
,  vs.        .        hen   hi  ■  jSEKJfcHBt      '         rvi  ended  he  v;ent  ;, 

and   5  sriod  of  time  Elizabeth  became  pregnant  and  went  into   seclusio    ,    re- 

joicing in  the   fact  a  had  blessed  her,   vss   23-25* 

■LipifiE^sff  tt  fcakBXfttKggy  rose 

-    i  '  it  that  Elizabeth  was  not  complete] 

going  to   t  .  ■      pi  ,       it   hecause   he   c  ,    he  was   un- 

able  to  c<  is   joy  at  the  '  >n. 

•  all  of  this  must  have  had  sii  "    rd     ,  to  it,   especially  to  Zacharias  for 

he  was  not   only  a  ,   but  aware   of  of  the  prophecies  handed  down  con- 

cerning the   coming  of  the   ilessiah.  t   Gaferiel   inparts   to  Zacharias   in 

vss  15  and  1?,  ruble  meanj  3harias»     SdfcxxsHiqpcw^xJtax&BncfciiE 

1?  !  it,  i  was   supposed  to  re-appear  and   signal  the   an 

...  rith  what  Gabriel  tells  him,  that    lis 

son,  fcc  he    one   to  whoa  prophec  •      ~.'i,e   most   joyous  ne 

been,    (rev.  .  .         lat  an  unbounded  ti  f  rejoicing  thai-  have  been 

spiv      "'        forth  in  the  heart   of         •    arias  to  know  that  his   son  would  not  just 
a  c  ,  but  that  he  would  ;  ren  of  Israel  to  the       ■     ised 

and  long  awail  -  isiah. 

rey  to   each  one   of  us.      It    '  -to  the 

BaiascascaiiEii.-^sjnix  i  ist.  ,  this  of  a  well 

planned  .red  plan  as  by  God.  '        ou  see 

,     rith  the     "  si  erusalen?      Can't  you  see  the   aged 

iniste  in  being  told  by  an  angel  tt  '  '      to  be 

to   lead  the  "'  rid? 

ion  of  Ls  -nt  to  his      '  '.e) 

samoikarfe  ;  '.    Liar  to  wfa  .  has  prc- 

aati  '  ."    which  He  have. 


-  the  angel  to  an  old.  man  to  '    vfc  that  his  son  would  be  the  one  to 

per*  ":  pe  '  '  -'.       ie   has  sent  this  John  the     tist  out  to  the  high- 

that  the    i  .   Man  no  longer 

needs  to  he  alone  and  to  feel  lost  for  he  can  now  look  to  the  one  who  ta 

away  all  loniiness,  all  fear,  all  sorrow,  fo  ■     has  a  place  for  each  of 

in  "is  plan. 

;  '   Ls  only  the  begd      ,  '    '      merely       ig  at  the  first  Sxit 
of  God's  freeway  and  it  is 

ed  Jerusalem,  pondering  the  life  and  role  of  the  forerunner  named  John. 

hear  the  words  of  the  angel  once  again, 


ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler  ,    PennSylvan  J  a 
Second  Sunday    in  Advent  December   5i     >97& 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs,    Kay  Morris,    Organist 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir   Director 
Mary   Dellen,    Bossy   Shakelv  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    ItlOfl  A.M. 
Prelude.        "The  Suisse  Noels"  Daouin 

•Processional  Hvmn  No.    97   "''Harm:,    the   siM  sound,    the 
♦ascription  -  Choral   Amen  Savioup  comes11 

*Exhqrtat ion 
"Confession   {Unison)    "Almighty  God,    ^e   are  made  aware 

THAT  /iLL  THINGS  HAVF  NOT  BEEN  ACCOMPLISHED.   We  CONFESS 
THAT  WE  ARE  DOTH  SLOTHFUL  IN  GOOD,   AND  UNLETTERED  IN 

your  Word.   Our  dismay  is  exceeded  only  by  our  apathy, 

TOO  EABfLV  WE  EXPRESS  THE  WORDS  BEGGING  FOR  FQRS I  VENESS ,, 
WHEN  YOU  KNOW  THE  TRUTH  OF  OUR  FEELINGS.    TOO  OFTEN  WE 
PRAY  AND  i*'E  *RE  NOT  REALLY  HEPENTENT,   AND  WE  DO  NOT 
TRY  TO  AMEND  OUR  V-6VS.    THEREFORE  0  GoP,  MAKE  US  MORE 
AWARE  OF  YOUR  MAJESTY,  AND  MORE  DEPENDENT  UPON  YOUP 
COUNPtL,  ANr  LET  U8  TRULY  COME  FOR  FORGIVENESS  IN  THE 
PROPER  MANNER^  HfaR  US,  AND  FORGIVE  EACH  ONE  NOW,   IN 

Jesus*  name*  Amen." 
*Kvrie       (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pabtqp^ 
*Ab3urance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor!  '0  Lord  open  our  lips. 

*PeqpleJ  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 

"DoXOLOGV  No.     55' 

Scripture:  Luke    I;   26-33 

Lighting   of  Advent   Candles 

Hymn  No,     TO7      "It   came   upon   the  MinNJGHT  clear" 
♦Affirmation  of   Fa>th        (Apostles'    Creep) 
♦Gloria   Patri 
Call  to   Prayer 

Pastor:      The   Lofto  se  with  you. 

People:      And  ^"<th  thy   spirit. 

Pastor:      Let  us  Pray 
Prayer   ano   Prayer  Response 
Offering 

J 


Offertory:  "Oh  Jesus   so  Mild.    Oh   Jesus   so   Kino" 
Sacrament  or  Baptism  Rok.nson 

Anthem:      "Room  fob   Thee"   from  Yuletide  Memories     Wilson 

Choir  -Trio:   Cyndie,    Doris,   Norabel 
Sermon:  "God's   Freeway:     Exit  2  -  Nazareth" 

Prayer  and  Lord's   Prayer 
•Hymn  of  Oecication  No.    118   "The  firbt  Novell" 
Benediction  and   Three   F*oi.o  Amen 

Organ  Postluoe:    "Minuet    in  S"   Played   by  Shirley   Riemer 
--.______  *Longregation   Standing  ------- 

The   Lovely   Flowerb   on  the   Altar  haye   been   placed   by 
Mr.   8,  Mrs.   Nick  Nohach    in  memory   of  "Loved  Ones" 
Serving  as  Ushers  today  ape:      *Allen  Botacchi, 

John  Redman,    Dan  Bosko,   Robert  Knauer,    Charles   Renar. 
Mr.    &  Mrs.   William  Thompson  will  be   the  Creeters   at 
the  door   today. 

Nursery  will  be  provided  today   by    Barb  Vargo,    Jean 
Fencil  and   Sherri   McClimanb. 

The   Poinsetta   Chart  was   passed   around   last  week,    If 
you  dio  not  get  a  chance  to  s i cn  up  for  a  polnbetta 

FOR    THE      I9tH,     00     SO     NOW     IN    THE     OFFICE    -    STILL     NO 

price  quote. 
The  Flower  Chart  will  be  passed  today  for  your 
select  ion. 
— -  Today  The  ARC  Class  "-ill  go  to  Sugar  Creek  Rest  Home 

to  entertain  the  elderly.  Meet  at  the  Church  at  5!l5 

P.M.     TO    BE    THERE    AT    HOME    BY    6:00.        ANYONE    DONATING 

cookies  are  reminded  that  they  are  needed  at  this  time. 
Monday  -  6:0°  -  Women's  Wary  Prugh  Circle  Tureen  Dinner. 
Wednesday  -  S:00  -  Golden  Circle  Tureen   Dinner. 

Husbands    tm     other  Guests   are    invited. 
—   Next   Sunday  -  ?:00  P.N'.   -  Church  Family  Chribtmas 

Program. 
This   coming  Friday  -  Ore.    10-  6:30-  ARC  will  have 

a   Pot  Luck  Supper   -  Don't   forget  towing   your   tureens 

and  tableware.      Dessert  and  beverage  will  be  furnished. 

The   tree     will  be  decorated   and  the  church   at   this 

time   following  the  supper. 
Cookies   *re  neeIPfor  the  social  hour  following   the 

Church   Family  Christmas   Program  -  Call  Marie  Stauffer. 
Mrs.    Florence  MacKinney  wrote   "I   wish  to  e»press  my 
thanks  to  all  of  you,    for  the  beautiful   cards,    and   for 
remembering  me    in   your  prayers,    and   for  the   lovely 
fiouciuet  that  awaited  me,    when    i    returned    home.      your 
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ST,  FAULTS  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRfST 

BUTLER,     PENNSYLVANIA 

Third   Sunday    ik  Advent  December    t?,     1 976 

The  Rev*   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.   Kay  Morris,    Organist 
Mr.   Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Mary  Oellen,    Bqbry  Shakely  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  -    I  I ;00  A.M. 
Prelude  J  "Noel  -  Grand   Jeu"  Daquin 

•Processional  Hymn  Wo.    103   "Hark,    the  herald   angels   sing" 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
•Exhortat 1  on 
•Confession   (Unison)    "0  Gracious  God,    who    ha£t   gjven  us 

THY     CREATION     AWH     A     NEW    COVENANT,     WHO     CALLeSt     US     BY 

Prophet  and  Apostles     We  confess  that  we  have  sinned 
in   thy   sight,      v.e   have    interrupted   thv  counsels, 
frustrated  thv   purposes,    and  disobeyed  thy   commandments. 
Then    in  our  self-esteem,    we   have  challenged  thy  wisdom, 
acted   in  haste,   violated   the  banctjty  of  ourselves   and 
others   rv   our   thoughts  and  words,    and  have   regarded  our 

WAYS  HIGHER  THAN  THY  WAYS.    In  THY  MERCY  0  GoP,  HEAR 

OUR     PRAYERS     ANP     PORSIVE    US,      THROUGH    CHRIST     OUR     LORD.     AMEN." 

*Kvr i e  (Choir,    Congregation  amp  Pastor) 

•Assurance  of   Pardon  -   Choral  Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor:      l0   Lord  open  our  lips. 

•PEOPLEl   AnD  OUR  MOUTH  SHALL  BHOV'  FORTH  THY  PRAISE 

*Poxology     No.    551 
Scripture:     Luke    Ij   39~56 
Lighting   of  Advent  Candles 
Hymn  No*     109  "Away    in  a  manger" 

•affirmation  of  Faith      (Apostles1    Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to   Prayer 

Pastor:     The   Lord   be  with  you. 
People!     And  with   thy   spirit. 
Pastor:      Let  us   Pray 
prayer   and  prayer  response 
Offer  I  NO 

Offertory  :         itA.d*g  i  o11  Mozart 

Installation  of  Elders   and   Deacons 

J 


Anthem:  "Bethlehem"  Wilson 

Sermon^  "Cqo'b   Freeway  -  Exit   3  -  Hebron" 

Prayer   and   Lord's  Prayer 
•Hymn  of   Dedication   No*    120      "Joy   to  the  world  J" 
Benediction    and    Three   Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:      "Voluntarv  on  Carols'1  Morris 

--------  *cong«egat  ion  standing  ------- 

The   Lovely  Flowers   on  the   Altar  have  seen  placed  by 

Mr,    Arthur  Snyper    in  memory   of   "Loved   Ones" 
Serving  as   Ushers   today    are:      'Wally   Feder,    John  Snow, 

Mont  MacKinney,    Hcrs   Shearer  and  Steve  Vargo* 
Mr.   &  Mrs,    Robert  Knauer  will  be  the  greeters   at  the 

poor  this  morning. 
Being    installed   this  morning:     Elders  -  Paul  Campbell, 

Mike   Na2ahuk.      DeaConsI     Mary   Lou   Davjs*.    Richard 
.  Mangel,   Roe  Sysert   and  William  Thompson . 

+^~ Ton  1  ght  -   fiQO  —  Church   Family   Chrjbtmas   Program. 

LadIfS    don't    forget   to    bring   the   cookies    for    tonight. 
^* Today    te  the   last   time  we  will  accept   Poinsetta   orders. 

The   price  this    year  will  be   $U. ^0  (they  ahe   beautiful) 

Sign  up    in  on   ^fa's    desk  today    jf   you  want  one   for 

NEXT     SuNPAY, 

^m  Next   Sunday  -  Holy  Communion  (Pew)   at   M  :^0  A.M.    service. 
Christmas  Eve  -   Friday   at    11:00  P.M.    -  Candlelight 
Service  -  Holy   Communion. 
^^ Mrs ,    John  Barnhart  will   be  90  vaps   of  age  this   Dec, 
1$   (next  Sunday)    don't   forget   to   send   her  a   card. 
The   address    is   Ua6   Terrace   Aptb.    Cl»ff  St.    Butler. 
Nursery  will  be  provided   today   hv:      Tom  and  Judy 
Massart   anp  Rosin  Knauer. 
^*  Hospi TALt zed:      Howard  Jaillet,    Lewis   Krapel,    Paul 

Forcht   -  SCMH.      Dr.    Homer    F+lson  -   Allegh£ny  General 
^^New  Yfars  Eve   Party  here   in  the   Undercroft  -  for 
Career  age  people  -  Dec.    31    (9  A.M.    to   I    P.M. )-  see 
William  OhI      for  details. 

u  Jf    YOU    WILL    BE     ALONE    ON    CHRISTMAS     -    YfjU     CAN     JQlN    US 

for  Christmas   Day   Dinner   at   First  United  Methodist 
Church,    North   anc  McKfan  St.    from    1 2:^0  to   3:00. 
Enjoy   turkey  with  all  the  timmin'b   -  Sit  a  spell 
and  talk  with  others,   sing  carols  around  the  p  |  anq 
Reservations  requestf^  by  Pec,    ggm  -   Tele,    ?S7~7597 
or  2S3?Pg£,    Trans,   provided    If  needed.   Meals   delivered 

BSnIt^NS^eMB!    GET     0UT'     N°     CMABGC    VOH    MEI 
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PAUL'S  UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvania 
Fourth  Sunhay    in  Advent  December    1 9,    I 

The   Rev.    Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
lifts  .  K  i  ttv   Ffcoe*,  Organ i  st 
Mr.    Ralph  Cooper,    Choir  Director 
Mrs.    CyndSe  Sybert,    Youth  Choir  Director 
Patty  McWilliamq.    Mark    Fry  -  Acolytes 
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I  MOO  A.M. 

Smith 

ALL    VE     FA  f  THFUL1' 


ORDER   FOR   HOLY    COMMUNION 

Prelude:  "Carols  of   the   Star" 

•Processional   HVmw  Mo.    I  I?   ^0   come, 
•Ascription  -  Choral  Amen 
*Call  to    '-'qrshi  p 
•Exhortation  (Page   32) 

•Confession  (Page   ^2) 

•Assurance  of   Pardon 

Scripture!  Luke  2/J    l-PO 

Lighting  of  the  Advent  Wreath 

Anthem;  "Caroling  Caroling1',    "The  Star   Carol", 

-Alfred  Burt   Carols  -   Youth   Choir 

Announcements 

Offer i ng 

Offertory:    "The  Midnight  Choir"       Organ   and   sax   duet 

Antheme      "The    Shepherd's   Vision*1   by  Wilson  - 
Choir,   Men  and    -omens  Chorus 

Sermon:      "God's    Freeway:      Exit  h  -  Bethlehem" 

Communion  Hymn        I  OS   "0   little  town  of  Bethlehem" 
*The  Call  to  Communion   (Page  J>^) 
*Euchar ist t c  Prayer  -    Institution  -  Agnus   Dej 

Holy  Communion 
•Prayer  of   Thanksgiving 
*Doxology 

•Hymn  of  Dedication     No,    1 05   "Angels  we  have  heard  on  high'1 
•Benediction 
*Thr£efolo   Amen 
•Postluoe  "The    First   Novell" 

-------   *c0ng,regat  i  on  standing  --------- 

The  Lovely   PqInsettab  on  the  Chancel  today  may   be   taken 
right   after  the   service*      th£   rest   will   be  given  to 

SHUT-INS     TO     ENJOY    CKR    THE    HOLIDAY    SEASON, 


The  Deacons  and  Elders  will  Serve  Communion  thfe 

morning  ag  well  ab  serve  as  ushers. 
The  attendance  last  Sunday  was  212. 
Deacon  and  Mrs,  Robert  DeLlen  will  be  the  Greeter@ 

at  the  dtor  tohay. 
Nursery  will  be  provided  today  bv  Linda  Sheppeck, 

Art  and  Betty  Carney,  and  Dru  Rensel. 
New  Years  Eve  Party  here  in  the  Undercroft  -  for 

Career  age  people  -  Dec,  3I  {9  A.M.  to  I  P.M.)  - 

See  William  Ohi_  for  details. 
If  you  will  pe  alone  on  Christmas  -  you  can  join  ub 

for  Christmas  Day  Dinner  at  Fjrst  Unites  Methodist 

Church,  Nhrth  and  McKean  St,  from  T ? : 3 0  to  3:0^. 

£njoy  turkey  will  all  the  trimmin's  -  Sit  a  p* cLl 

ANc     Tj*LK    WITH     OTHERS,     SING     CAROLS     AROUND     THE     PIANO, 

Reservations   requested   pv_  Dec.    g?No  -  Tele.    2S7-7597 

OR  2S3-PPS?,    TraNSPQRTAT  f ON  PROV1 DED  I  F  NEEDED. 

Meals   delivered    to    those  who   cannot  get   out.      No 
charge  for  meal,    but   donations  will  re   accepted* 

WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  THANK  SaRA  StEPP  WHO  MADE  ALL  THE 
CANDY  FOR  THE  FAMILY  CHRISTMAS  PROGRAM. 

We    wnULc   also    like   iq,   thank   Sara  Stefp  and  Mike 

NAZARUK  WHO  MADE  THE  STABLE  FOR  THE  MANGER  SCENE. 

Candlelight   Service  -  Decembfr  ?lf  at    ll;Ofl_EJUL 
Rqly   Communion  (Pews).  CA/Ut-i    C^M^Lst    {£&%*.£ 
J»    Hdbpjtalizeo:      Mr.    Lewis  Kradel,    Mr.    Paul   Forcht, 
Mfff  J^R*    Howard   Jaillet.    Mr.    Wilder  p-i°f    *flW»wtf  «**i  ' 

^P  A  Nursery  will  be   provided  for  the  Canolehght  Servjce* 

^»    ^/>    ffAsftto  -  tu*-&*4r_  7-' 

The  Pastor    and  Wife  would   like  to   thank  the   CONGREGA- 
tion for  their  christmas  greetings  and  especially 

for   the  Anniversary  gift   and   cards.      Youu   expressions 
of   love   are  deeply  appreciated  and   we   certainly  wish 
all  of  you  a  very  mertff  christmas  and  a  new  year 
filled  with  goo 1 s   love. 


E.CRAMENT    OF    HoLV    BAPTISM    WILL    BE    HELD    MEXT     SuNOAV    - 
PLEASE    CONTACT     THE    WlNtSTEfl     IF     VOU    WOULD     LIKE    TO    NAVE 

A  child  Baptized. 

Thuks.   -  Dec.   30  -  Bowling   P,otv  for   the  Youth   at 
Bowlawav  Lanes  -  91 00  P.M. 
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*       ST.    PAUL'S  UNITED   CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
Butler,    Pennsylvani a 
Candlelight  Service        Christmas    Eve,         December  £4,     I97& 
The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pastor 
Mrs.    Wallace   Feder,    Organist 
Mr,   Ralph  CaoPERt    Choir  Terector 
Patty  McWilUams,    Maw   Fry  -  Acolytes 

ORDER  OP  OTSHIP  -    I  1:00  P.M. 
HOLY     COMMUNION 
Prelude       "SerofcE   the  Manger"  Wjlson 

♦PROCESSIONAL    HyMN     120    "JqV    TO     THE    WORLD.™ 

•Ascription.  -  Choral  Amen 
*<fckLL  to  Worship 

*ExHQRTATION  -  PAGE  ~$2    HYMNAL 

•Confession  -  Page  32  Hymnal 
•Assurance  qf  ParooN  -  Choral  Amen 

Lighting  of  the  Christmas  Wreath 

Christmas  Carol  No.  I  12  "0  come,  all  ye  faithful" 

£IbT     ST6N2A 

Scripture!      Luke  2:    1-7 

Christmas  Carol  No.    \  Og   "Away    tn  a  manger*    (1st  stanza) 

Scripture:     Luke   2:   8-9 

Christmas   Carol  No,     102  ^Hark,    the  herald   angels  sing" 

( 1st   stanza) 
Scripture!     Luke  2t    J 0-1  If 

Christmas   Carol  No.    MS   "The  first   Nowell"    (1st  Stanza') 
Scripture!      Luke  2*    15 
Christmas  Carol  Mq*    I  OS   "0   little  town   of  Bethlehem" 

( faT   stanza) 
Scriptures      Luke   2t    16—20 
Christmas   Carol    107     "It  came   upon  the  midnight  clear" 

(all  verses) 
Offer  ins 

Offertory     "What  Child    is  This"  Hughe3 

Communion  Carol   105   "Angels  we   have  heard   in  high11 
•The   Call  tg   Communion  -  Page  33  Hymnal 
•Euchar i STtc   Prayer  -   Institution  -  Agnus   Dei 

Holv  Communjon 
■Prayer  of  Thanksgiving 
*Dqxology 

'ristmas  Monologue:      "The   Night  Visitor" 


fi 
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Wilson 


The   Candlelight  ing 
•Candlelight  Carol    101    "Silent  nightI    holy  jnightIJ1 

Anthem;  "Hallelujah  Chorus1* 

•Benediction  amo  Aniens  on  Chimes 
•Postlupe:  "Christmas  Rhapsody1' 

--------  'Congregation  Standing  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

The   Lovely  White   Pa insettas  on  the  Altar   have  seen 

placed   9v  Mr.    &  Mrs.    William   Zavacky,    Jr.    ano 

Mr,    &  Mrs.   William  Zavacky,    Sr.    in  memory  of   "Loved 

Ones" 
The  Elders   and   Deacons  will  serve  Communion  as  well 

as   serve   as  Ushers   tonight- 
Deacon  and  Mrs.    Charles  Penar  w*ll  be  the  Greeters 

at   the  door  this  evening. 
WHEN   RECEIVING    THE   LIGHT,    TILT   UNLIT   CANDLES   TOWARD 

THE   ONE   THAT    IS    ALREADY    LIT. 

Please   fill  out   a  Communion  card  so  that  our   Church's 

Rrcoana   are   accurate.       If  Visitors  *sll  put  either  the 

NAME  AND  APHRESS  OF  THEIR  CHURCH  OR  THEIR  PaSTOh's 
NAME  AND  APDPE3S  ON  THE  BACH  OF  THE  COMMUNION  CARD, 
IT     '"ILL     r-F    FOW^RDEO, 


Silent  night!   holy  night! 
I ,    Si  lent  ni ghtJ    holy   night  J      All    is   calm,    all    is    bright; 
'Round   yon  virgin  mother  and   Child,    Hqly    Infant  so   tendfr 

ang  mild; 
Sleep    in  heavenly   peace,    Sleep    in   heavenly   peace. 

2t    Si  lent   ne  ghtJ      holv   ni  ght.'      Darkness    fli eb,    all    is 

LI  GHT] 

Shepherds  hear  the  angels  sing;  Alleluia!  hail  the 

King] 
Chr[st  the  Saviour  is  aoRN,  Christ  the  Saviour  is  born. 

3*   Silent  night'  holy  night!   Guiding  Star,  lend  thy  light! 
See  the  eastern  wise  men  bring  Gifts  and  homage  to  our 

King! 
Christ  the  Saviour  18  born,  Christ  the  Saviour  is  born. 

h,     S I  LENT     NI SHt!     HOLV     NJ  GHT]      WONDROUS     StAR,      LEND     THY     LI GHt! 

With  the  angels   let  us   bins   Alleluia  to   our  King] 
Christ  the  Saviour    is  born,    Christ  the;   Saviour    is   born. 
Nursery   \a  provided   by  Gaye  Bowser  and   Mary   Dellen 
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I  ST,    PAUL'S   UNITED   CHURCH  0?   CHRIST 

Butler,    Pennsylvania 
First  Sunday  After   Chri 3tma9  December  26,     1 976 

The  Rev.   Ralph  C.    Link,    Pag-tor 
Mrs.   Wallace   Feder,   Organist 

MRS.     CVNDlE    SVBERT,     YOUTH    C|JOlS     DIRECTOR 

Patty  McWilljams,    Marx   Fry  «■  Acolytes 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  —   I  I  : 00  A.M. 
Prelude  "Nazareth"  Gounod 

•Process i onal  Hymn  No.    102   "Hark,    the   herald  angels  sing™ 

•Ascription  -  Choral  amen 

•Exhortation 

•Confession   (Unison)   "0  Goo  our   Father,    who  didst  send 
forth  thy   Son  to  =!e   King  of  Kings   and   Prince  of  peace; 
grant  that  all  the  kingdoms  of  thi9  world  may  become 
the  Kingdom  of  Christ,    anc   leafn  of   him  the  way  of  peace. 
Send   forth  among   all  men  the  spirit  of  good-will  and 
reconciliation.      Let   thobe  vho   ar£  offended  forgive,    and 
those  y'ho   have  offended   repent,   so"   that   all  thy  children 
may  live  tosether  as  one  family,   praising  thee  an(1  blessing 
thee  for  the  great   redemption  which   thou   has   wrought 

FOR    US,     THROUGH    JeSUS    CHRIST    OUR    LopD.        Amen, 

•Kyrie      (Choir,  Congregation  and  Pabtor) 

•Assurance  of  Pardon  -  Choral  Amen 

•Praise 

"Pastor:      '0   Lord   open  our   lips. 

•People!      And   our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise 
•Doxologv       No.    551  /T/gUl     XfAWtJ    ?9 

Scripture        I    J0mn  2:    15-26    -r 
Hymn  No.    104-       "Angels,    from  the  realms  of  glory" 
•Affirmation  of  Faith      (Apostles1   Creed) 
•Gloria  Patri 
Call  to  Prayer 

Pastor:      The   Lopd   re  with   you. 
People:     And  with   thy   spirit. 
Pastor :      Let  ub   Pray 
Prayer  and   Prayer  Response 
Offeri ng 

Offertory       "Chorale  oh  "Gott  Sfi    Dank" 
Baptism  of  Child 
Anthem:  "Go   Tell   It  On  The  NSoontain" 

Youth   Choir 

) 


Sermon:  "TWO  HEAPS" 

Prayer  and   Lord's   Prayer 
*Hymn  of  Dedication  No.    M6      "Good    Chrjstian  men,    rejoice" 
Benediction  and   Three   Fold  Amen 
Organ   Pqstlude      "The  March  of   the   Thref   Kings"    Landqn 

The   Lovely    Flowers   on   the  Altar   have  been  placed    by 

Mpg*     Be^NICE    NICHOLAS     IN     LOVING     MEMORY    OF    HER     "HuSSaNd" 

Serving  as  Ushers  today  are:   *Dqn  Kingslev,  Jdhn 

Qreher,  Gary  Penar  and  Richard  Mangel. 
Nursery  will  re  provided  today  by  Virginia  Mangel, 

Marlene  Reimer,  and  Karen  Kennedy. 
Christine  Ann  Patz  -  daughter  of  Mr.  &   Hps,  Dale  Patz 

will  9f  Baptized  today  -  born  November  23,  '97&t 

AT     THE     DUBOIS     HflflPITAL- 

Elder  and  Mrs.  Poland  Thompson  will  be  the  Greeters 

At  THE  DOOR  TODAY, 

»  Hospi tal izeoI  Mr.  Richard  Crqube  -  Mercy  Hosp.tal, 
Jhtff"^*3*    geRtrude  ^avis,  Mr.  Lewie  Koahel  -BGMH. 
pr  New  Years  Eve  Party  here  in  the  Undercroft  -  for 

CAREER     AGE     PEOPLE    -     Dec.      ~}\      (9    A.M.     TO     '     P.M.)     -    SEE 
V-' ILL  I  AM    DHL    FOR    DETAILS, 

pm  Bowling   Party  for  the  Youth   -  9-^n  -  THuwa.    Dec.    yo, 

AT     THE     BOW*  J  *A¥     LANES  . 

There  v>] ll  az  no   Youth   Fellowship  meeting  this   evening. 
^    Mr.    Raymond  Miller's   overcoat   came   up  MISSING   last 
Qjtr   Sunday.      There    is  an   overcoat    in   the   Coat   room  - 
**      PLEASE   check    and   see    If    YQU   have    the   risht    one   - 

IT     HAS     BEEN     PRETTY    CO  LD    WITHOUT    ONE     TH I 8    WEEK. 

There   were   2b6   present    last   Sunday   during  Church. 


Don't   forget   the   Financial  Secretary's    books  will 
close  December   3'st  ~   this   coming    Friday.      Anything 
received   after  that  date  will  be  credited  to   1977* 
Please  do   not  use    your   new  envelopes   until  next 
Sunday  -  thev  will   not  9e   credited   until    1977- 
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Ralph  C.  Link 
153  Keck  Road 
Sarver,  Pa.   16055 
(412)  352-1103 


Born:    April  9,  1929,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Married:    December  15,  1951 
Wife:    Shirley  Margaret  Neill 

Born:  December  8,  1930,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Children:   Ralph  Dale  Link,  born  May  11,  1955,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Lloyd  Alan  Link,  born  May  28,  1958,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 
Nancy  Lynn  Link,  born  March  15,  1961,  Butler,  Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated  from  Perry  High  School,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
June  19  4  7 

Lay  Ministry  School,  Penn  West  Conference  of  United 
Church  of  Christ,  September  1965  to  May  1969 

Commissioned  Lay  Minister  June  1969 

Lancaster  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
September  1970 

Graduated  from  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary  May  197' 

Ordained  to  Christian  Ministry  March  10,  1974 


PASTORATES: 


As  Lay  Minister:   short  term,  1  month  or  less  in 
various  churches  1965  to  1967 

Emlenton  Lamartine  Charge  of  United  Church  of  Christ 
1967  to  1969 

Short  term  in  various  churches  1970   until  Seminary 
entrance  July  1970 

July  1970  to  December  1973  Student  Pastor  at  Trinity 
Charge,  New  Bloomfield,  Duncannon,  Pa.,  Penn  Central 
Conference,  United  Church  of  Christ 

December  1973  to  present,  St.  Paul's  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Butler,  Pa.,  Penn  West  Conference,  United 
Church  of  Christ 


PERSONAL  TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  am  the  youngest  of  five  children.   I  was  born  just  prior  to 
the  onset  of  the  Depression.   Our  family  was  very  poor.   My  father 
was  an  alcoholic  and  my  mother  was  a  very  religious  person  who  was 
searching  for  the  Lord.   During  my  childhood  she  did  her  best  to 
teach  me  the  things  of  the  Lord.   Later  in  life  she  came  to  a 
personal  relationship  with  Him. 

I  grew  up  in  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  where 
salvation  by  grace  alone  was  not  preached  nor  taught.   I  knew  all 
about  Jesus,  what  He  did,  how  He  lived,  His  miracles,  His  death 
and  resurrection,  but  I  didn't  know  Him  personally. 

My  life  had  many  ups  and  downs  and  all  the  while  I  was 
attending  church  and  striving  with  my  good  works  to  please  God. 
At  a  very  low  point  in  my  life  when  we  were  deeply  in  debt  and  my 
wife  and  three  children  were  all  ill,  I  came  to  the  crossroads.   I 
watched  a  Billy  Graham  Crusade  on  television  from  some  distant 
city  and  the  message  he  preached  seemed  to  be  directed  right  at 
me.   I  wrestled  with  making  that  commitment  to  Christ,  but  didn't. 
The  next  afternoon  and  evening  at  work  on  the  4  to  12  shift  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  needed  to  make  that  commitment  to  Christ. 
It  seemed  like  there  was  no  other  choice  if  life  was  to  have  any 
meaning.   That  night  when  I  came  home  from  work  at  1:00  A.M.,  I 
laid  face  down  on  the  living  room  floor  and  told  God  that  I 
couldn't  live  my  life  in  my  own  strength  and  I  accepted  the  gift 
of  salvation  from  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ.   My  life  has  never  been 
the  same. 

Through  several  meaningful  circumstances  I  was  called  by  God 
to  serve  Him  in  the  Christian  Ministry  and  to  help  spread  that 
wonderful  message  of  salvation  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.   What  a  wonderful  and  rewarding  time  it  has  been  and  I 
give  Him  all  the  praise  for  my  salvation  and  the  opportunity  to 
serve  Him. 


STATEMENT  OF  FAITH 

OF 

Ralph  C.  Link 


I  believe  the  Bible,  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be 
the  inspired  inerrant  Word  of  God.   I  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
complete  revelation  of  His  will  for  the  salvation  of  men  and  it 
is  the  final  authority  for  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 


I  believe  in  one  God,  who  is  eternally  existent  in  three 
persons:   Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 

I  believe  in  the  Diety  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  is 
true  God  and  true  man.   I  believe  that  He  was  born  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  that  He  lived  in  sinless  life,  that  He  performed 
the  miracles  recorded  in  Scripture,  that  He  died  on  the  cross 
as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  that  He  bodily  arose  from  the 
dead,  that  He  ascended  on  high  where  He  is  at  the  right  had  of 
Almighty  God  as  our  intercessor. 


I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  He  comes  and  indwells 
each  believer  at  the  time  of  conversion.   I  believe  that  He 
lives  in  each  believer  to  lead,  to  instruct,  and  to  convict  so 
that  a  believe  may  live  a  more  godly  life. 

I  believe  that  through  the  shed  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
through  His  resurrection,  this  is  the  only  ground  for 
justification  and  salvation  for  all  who  receive  Him  A  Lord  and 
Savior  and  to  such  as  receive  Him,  they  are  born  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  become  children  of  God. 


I  believe  water  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  are 
ordinances  of  the  Church  but  are  not  means  of  salvation 


I  believe  in  the  personal  and  premillennial  and  imminent 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  for  the  believer 
to  resurrection  of  life  and  joy  with  the  Lord,  for  the 
unbeliever  to  resurrection  of  judgement  and  everlasting 
punishment . 


